A timely issue worthy of some reflection

Our Christian faith teaches us that everyone is created in God’s image and commands
us to love one another. As Americans, we value our system of government and the
good that can be accomplished in our constitutional democracy.

Christian nationalism, a movement in the U.S., seeks to merge Christian and American
identities, distorting both the Christian faith and America’s constitutional democracy.
Christian nationalism is an ideology that demands Christianity be privileged by the
State and implies that to be a good American, one must be Christian. It is worth
remembering that as Christians, we are bound to Christ, not by citizenship, but by
faith. We hold that:

--People of all faiths, and none, have the right and responsibility to engage
constructively in the public square.

--Patriotism does not require us to minimize or replace our religious convictions.

--One’s religious affiliation, or lack thereof, should be irrelevant to one’s standing in the
civic community.

--Government should not prefer one religion over another or religion over nonreligion.

--Religious instruction is best left to families, houses of worship, and religious
institutions.

--America’s historic commitment to religious pluralism enables faith communities to live
in civic harmony with one another without sacrificing theological convictions or
identity.

--Conflating religious authority with political authority oftentimes becomes idolatrous
(replaces Deity).

--We are called to resist Christian nationalism especially when it inspires acts of
violence and intimidation—including vandalism, bomb threats, arson, hate crimes,
and attacks on houses of worship—against religious communities at home and
abroad.

--America has no second-class faiths. The U.S. Constitution and its protection of
religious liberty must be equally applied to all faith traditions (i.e. Islam, Native
American, Satanism, Paganism, and all branches of Christianity) or it ceases to be the
constitution. All faiths are equal under the U.S. Constitution.

It is critical that we recognize when Christian nationalism is a distortion of the gospel
of Jesus and a threat to American democracy. As faithful citizens, we are encouraged
not to support those who promote the ideologies or agendas of Christian Nationalism,
and when possible, to call attention to it.

For further information on this subject, consider reading “Red State Christians” by
Angela Denker, Broadleaf Books, 2022.




View from the Pew

There are times when I feel helpless and hopeless in the face of
disaster. I sit at home, in meetings, at coffee with friends, with my Bible
Study groups, wishing I could be there, to do more than pray.

And I'm certain most of us who can't "be there" are ready to reach out in
some way. I believe there is no better recipient for our donations than
the ELCA Disaster Relief Fund. Gifts can be made through St. Paul, with
checks clearly marked ELCA Disaster Relief. If you want your donation to
reach the ELCA immediately, go to ELCA.org and Disaster Relief will be
one of the first things you will see at that site.

Let's continue to pray for our neighbors in the hard-hit Southeast and if
you are able, please donate to a helping organization. Thank you for
listening to my heart and opening yours.




