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St. Francis Assisi was known as the patron saint of the
natural environment and animals. His feast day is Oct.
4. To honor the spirit that flowed through him, you are
invited to bring your animal companions (pets) to 10:30
outdoor worship on Sunday, Oct. 3 for a special
blessing. After worship has concluded, you will be
invited to bring them forward individually for a blessing,
if you like.

Make sure your animal friend is comfortable around
other people and other animals before you decide to bring
it. The blessing extends to those animals that remain on
the farms, in our homes, and in our hearts, as well.
Swimmers, crawlers, the wingeds, and furries are all
welcome.

However, if we move into the church because of weather,
please do NOT bring your animal companions.

SIS SIS SIS

Brie Wittenburg and Marshall Fowler,

members of St. Paul, intend to
exchange marriage vows in October.

Bridges of Jones County Crop Walk 2021

. On Sunday, October 10th the annual fall CROP walk will be held
- in Anamosa at the Wapsipinicon State Park. Walkers will gather
~ outside at the main entrance parking lot for registration at 1:30
pm and walk at 2:00 pm.

CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty.
Money gathered in the CROP walk funds local food pantries,
domestic disaster relief and poverty reduction projects around the
- world. (Watch for packets at the back of the church.)

A Ministry to Feed the Hungry
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Trunk or Treat

When: Sunday, October 4&FII03
Time: 3-5pm
Place: Parking Lot of C.E. Sl 1=
Who: All Are Welcome

We will be hosting our Community Wide Trunk or
Treat event this year. We are looking for
individuals, groups or businesses to host a trunk
and pass out candy or goodies.

If you would not like to host a trunk but would like
to donate goodies or candy that is welcome too.

You can find a sign-up sheet in the office, the back
of the church or contact Kaileen Weaver for any
questions or to sign-up via phone.

Looking forward to a Great Community Event!

Kaileen Weaver (951) 533-5728
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Missions Trip 2022 Registration Info:

Where: Quad Cities, IL

When: July 24th-29th

Who: 7th graders - 12th graders

Deadline to Register: Monday, October 18th
Deposit Amount: $100 due on October 18th

We are excited to offer our 2022 missions trip
that will include our middle schoolers this time
around! I personally was able to attend my first
missions trip with Youthworks last summer and wow,
talk about a heart felt, relationship building, eye
opening, fun, faith based filled trip with our young
people! Please do not let the destination hinder your
choice as no matter where we qo, it is the people
that we reach and the relationships that we build
that matter and make a lasting impression! Please
feel free to contact myself (Kaileen) or Pastor
Rodney with any questions or concerns you or your
young person may have.

With a Smile,
Kaileen Weaver
951-553-5728 cell #

Rodney Bluml
319-462-4841 office #
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Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

For Vicki Schumar (daughter of Jan Allaire),
for peace, for wellness & healing to those in
need, for immigrants and refugees, and those
recovering from natural disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare meets on Tuesday evenings at
6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE building.
If you would like to attend please call Nancy
Douglas for details at 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mail

to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA
52205. For appointment to drop off/pick
up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in need
of canned vegetables, canned fruits, beef
stew, Mac & Cheese and personal care items.
You may also drop off food donations to the
church office during regular business hours
or during WDA4. Please place items under
the table in the entryway. A church member
will contact Julie to make arrangements for
delivery.

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read
slowly three times. Which words or ideas hold energy
for you? What images emerge in you?)

““I have prayed for years for one good
humiliation a day, and then, I must watch
my reaction to it. I have no other way of
spotting both my denied shadow self and my
idealized persona.”

“If change and growth are not programmed
into your spirituality, if there are not serious
warnings about the blinding nature of fear
and fanaticism, your religion will always end
up worshiping the status quo and protecting
your present ego position and personal
advantage as if it were God.”

— Richard Rohr, Falling Upward: A
Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life

Introduction: Today’s gospel combines a saying that
makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find
comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his
rejections of human legislation in favor of the original
intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who
are fending off the children should challenge us as well.
What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a
child does?

Respect Life

First Reading: Genesis 2:18-24 NIV

This is not so much a story about the essence of woman as it is a
story about the dignity of the woman in the marital relationship as seen
from the perspective of a tenth century B.C. Israelite. It is an
etiological story in that it tries to explain a present reality or
understanding by establishing its origin through past events. This
particular passage tells how God intended men and women to be
complimentary, why they seem to be naturally drawn to each other, and
the divine establishment of the relationship we call marriage.

In a culture built mostly on agriculture and hunting/fishing, a
woman’s position was one of support to her husband. She was, in the
literal translation of the Hebrew text, a “helper fit for him.” In the
Hebrew Scriptures, a helper is one who enables others to fulfill their
destinies. Frequently, in the Old Testament, God is referred to as a
“helper;” certainly God is not subordinate or subservient to anyone,
and this text is not intending to say woman is subordinate to man.
Summarily, woman is intended to be the one in whom man finds
support and nurturing strength. She is the one who helps him become
his best self.

A further tidbit of interest: there is no parallel in ancient
mythologies to the forming of the woman from the man’s rib.
However, in the more ancient Sumerian language, “rib” and “life” are
the same word. At the conclusion of chapter 3, the “earth
creature” (adam) calls his wife “Eve,” a form of the Hebrew word for
“life,” and recognizes that she will be the “mother of all the living.”

Lastly, the terms “leave” and “cleave” which both appear in this
reading are covenant terms and suggest that marriage is viewed by the
author as a relationship with its origin in God. Villages were most often
made up of extended families living in separate compartments of an
interconnected building, sort of like a honeycomb, or tents that could
be moved to new grazing grounds when needed. The ideal marriage
partner was your father’s brother’s daughter (cousin). The man would
leave his father’s dwelling and move into one of the other units within
the compound. A partner would be chosen for him by his father in
order to strengthen significant tribal relationships. His wife would join
him there and together they would form a family unit under the
protection of her father-in-law, the patriarch of the clan.

Psalm 8

Second Reading: The letter to the Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

The author of this letter was concerned that members of this second
century Christian community were losing heart and beginning to “drift
away.” What this means exactly is not clear, but apparently some were
abandoning faith and hope in Jesus, in effect ceasing to be true
Christians. In order to instill hope, the author attempts to show that
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Jesus in whom they profess their faith really was made higher than
the angels (holding a place of special grace, honor, and power) by
God but became lower than the angels for awhile so he could
experience the fullness of humanity through suffering. Jesus is the
perfect guide to living the will of God while on this life’s journey.
The good news is that Jesus calls brother and sister anyone who
professes belief in him, and because of this faith the Father will
glorify them just as Jesus was. In this sense, the Old Testament
prophecy that the Messiah could only redeem humanity by being
fully human is fulfilled.

Gospel: Mark 10: 2-16

We are not so different from the earliest Christian communities!
Mark attempts to maintain the integrity of Jesus’ teachings
throughout his gospel as he writes to his own faith congregation in
the late 60’s A.D. In today’s text, we hear Jesus dealing with one of
the struggles in the Jewish/Christian community — the meaning of
fidelity as it relates to marriage relationships.

At the core of Mark’s Gospel message is Jesus’ challenge to
spouses to live in faithful and perpetual union until death. At the
same time, recognizing the hard reality of life, even this early Gospel
seems to allow for separation (without remarriage, however) of
spouses who can no longer love one another as husband and wife.
This situation was particularly prevalent in communities where one
spouse became Christian while the other remained pagan. Publicly,
in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus says that divorce is not permissible because
we are not “to separate what God has joined together,” using Gen
1:27 and 2:24 as the foundation for his words. Privately, Jesus tells
his apostles that if a man and woman should have to divorce, they
should not remarry.

Jesus’ starting point for understanding the marriage relationship is
that God has brought these two people together and their vows are
covenantal in that reality. Recalling the cultural living arrangements,
we can perhaps understand how traumatic it would be for the entire
village if a divorce happened. Divorce did not just separate
individuals but fractured families (a reality our culture often tries to
deny.) The shame that would come to the men of the wife’s family
should a divorce happen would inevitably lead to feuding and
bloodshed as they fought to recover their honor. This kind of
traumatic separation was avoided at all costs for the sake of clan/
village stability.

Because our culture has been influenced so strongly by mobility,
individualism, and the separation of extended families, the Church
has consistently asked challenging and difficult questions of those
who are planning sacramental weddings in order to discern whether
or not this marriage is rooted in Godly love. Ideally, it is a
relationship rooted in the very essence of creation and will be
expressive of an abundant spiritual life.

Perhaps it is also helpful to keep in mind that “love” in Jesus’
culture of arranged marriages was not understood as an emotion.
Primarily, love was understood as commitment, loyalty,
responsibility and sacrifice. This notion challenges a culture with an
ever-growing tendency towards selfishness, immediate gratification,
egotism, and individualism. Perhaps we are seeing fewer
sacramental weddings because it is not God who is recognized as the
arranger but rather the wedding industry, the fantasies of a bride-to-
be, or the consequence of expressed carnal desire.

Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, September 29
*  6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Ben Coyle
Reader: Ben Coyle
PowerPoint: WD4—S8th Grader
*  6:00pm WD4

Sunday, October 3

*+  8:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Kristi Fortune
Greeter: Lois Ocenosak
Reader & Prayers: Lois Ocenosak
PowerPoint: Conor Fortune

+ 10:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Jim & Dolores Albrecht
Greeter: Fred Austin Family
Reader: Andrea Gingerich

Tuesday, October 5

+ 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.)
+  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building

*  8:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, October 6

*  6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Marge Bohlken
Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

*  6:00pm WD4

Sunday, October 10

*  8:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Virginia Danielson
Greeter: Lynn & Cindy Decious
Reader & Prayers: Virginia Danielson
PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak

+ 10:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Deb Oldham
Greeter: Rob Robertson family
Reader & Prayers: Kristy Robertson
PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson

Office Hours

Monday  9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Tuesday  8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
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Verses 13-16 concern Jesus’ relationship with children.
By inviting these “walking newspapers” to be near him,
Jesus is stating publicly, “I have nothing to hide.” In his
culture, children were permitted and encouraged to be
snoops, entering freely into others’ dwellings, spying on
adults, listening in on conversations, etc. If a person
refused to let children near him or her, it was presumed
that s/he was up to no good. By inviting the children unto
himself, Jesus maintains his honor, and opens the doors of
God’s Kingdom for scrutiny.

Taking it home:

--What image helps you to understand the marriage
relationship (i.e. circle, a three legged stool,
Neapolitan ice-cream, a square dance, a heart, sticky
tack)? Share this with your spouse or a trusted friend.

--Do you relate better to Jesus as someone who is “higher
than the angels” or as someone “made lower than the
angels for a while?”

--How does hearing Jesus’ teaching on divorce and
remarriage make you feel? Does it raise any questions
for you? Does it leave you feeling afraid of the
commitment? Find someone trustworthy with whom
you can discuss your response.

--A holy marriage needs a supportive community in which
to flourish. Evaluate your lives: do you have friends
and habits that support your commitments?

The Seamless Garment: A Pastoral and Public
Contribution Joseph Cardinal Bernardin

March 11, 1984

A consistent ethic of life does not say everyone in the
Church must do all things, but it does say that as
individuals and groups pursue one issue, whether it is
opposing abortion or capital punishment, the way we oppose
one threat should be related to support for a systemic vision
of life. It is not necessary or possible for every person to
engage in each issue, but it is both possible and necessary
for the Church as a whole to cultivate a conscious explicit
connection among the several issues. And it is very
necessary for preserving a systemic vision that individuals
and groups who seek to witness to life at one point of the
spectrum of life not be seen as insensitive to or even
opposed to other moral claims on the overall spectrum of life
{i.e. euthanasia, war, poverty, abortion, racism,
contraception, care of the elderly}. Consistency does rule out
contradictory moral positions about the unique value of
human life. No one is called to do everything, but each of us
can do something. And we can strive not to stand against
each other when the protection and the promotion of life are
at stake.

The moral teaching of the Church has both pastoral and
public significance. Pastorally, a consistent ethic of life is a
contribution to the witness of the Church's defense of the
human person. Publicly, a consistent ethic fills a void in our
public policy debate today.

Social Teaching on Respecting Life from conception to
natural death (ELCA & Roman Catholic)

[15] Social teaching on behalf of both churches is centuries
old. Both medieval Catholicism and early Lutheranism had
specific teachings regarding the social order. In the brief
descriptions that follow, one can see the similarities and
differences in social teaching of both communions in broad
strokes. As one looks at these social teachings, however, one
needs to remember the different judgments that these
churches themselves make on the authoritative nature of the
teachings.

[16] Responsibility to the Poor. In 1999, the ELCA
published the social statement, Sufficient, Sustainable
Livelihood for All. It called for members of the church to
resist the allure of consumerism and dedicated the church
again to work with and on behalf of the poor. Similarly, in
his 1987 encyclical, On Social Concern, Pope John Paul 11
has spoken of "social sin" and the "structures of sin" which
give rise to social conditions and institutions that are contrary
to God's goodness. The Pope added that the only antidote to
such social sin is the virtue of solidarity with the poor.

[17] War and Peace. In 1983, during the Cold War, the U.S.
Catholic bishops' pastoral letter, The Challenge of Peace,
described the government's action regarding the stockpiling
and potential use of nuclear weapons as one of the most
pressing moral questions of the age and called for accelerated
work for arms control, reduction, and disarmament. Their
desire was to confront all people involved-military personnel,
public officials, scientists, educators, ministers, citizens-with
the moral responsibilities that their public positions demand.
The ELCA's 1995 social statement, For Peace in God's
World, reflects a similar attitude as the Catholic bishops but
is addressed to a post-Cold War situation. It calls especially
for a culture of peace, reflecting the challenges of the 1990's:
the strengthening of international cooperation, encouraging
the work of non-governmental organizations, and advocating
on behalf of refugees.

'

[18] Environment. Both Lutheran and Roman Catholic ethics
root concern for the environment in the biblical vision of the
goodness of creation. In its statement, Caring for Creation,
the ELCA draws upon this vision of creation by suggesting
that human sin disrupts both creation and human
relationships. The church then uses the rubric of "justice" to
discuss ecology, justice understood as acting
interdependently and in solidarity with creation. Justice is
achieved through participation, solidarity, sufficiency, and
sustainability. Recent Catholic writings on the environment,
especially those of Pope John Paul II, maintain the Catholic
tradition's attention to justice and the global common good
but also have added a second emphasis, that of
contemplation. The pope had developed this understanding
by means of the rubric "co-creation," which the pope sees as
having two axes, subduing the earth and self-mastery.

[19] Capital Punishment. On the issue of capital punishment,
both communions have had to reflect upon and revise their
own historical traditions that had accepted capital
punishment. In one of its earliest social statements, the
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ELCA went on record opposing the death penalty,
suggesting that it undermines morality because of the
violence inherent in this form of punishment and the
questionable justice involved in its administration. It did
acknowledge, however, that its own members might differ
from the church position. Similarly, Pope John Paul II, in
his encyclical The Gospel of Life, stated the strong
reservations of the Catholic church. He expressed a
deepening concern for the use of the death penalty in
modern times, suggesting that the state has at its disposal
other means of punishment and protection that better
correspond to the common good and to the dignity of the
person.

[20] Medical Issues at the End of Life. The fantastic growth
of medicine and medical technology continues to challenge
Roman Catholics and Lutherans with new questions and
new urgency. Both churches acknowledge that patients
have the right to refuse treatment when it is burdensome
without being beneficial to the patient, and both churches
teach that patients need to be kept as free of pain as possible
and that the use of pain medication for dying patients is
important, even if such therapy may indirectly shorten a
person's life.

[21] Assisted Suicide. Although both churches
acknowledge the option of a patient to forgo futile or
burdensome medical treatment and the right to be kept as
pain-free as possible, both also deny the right to assisted
suicide. In its Message on End-of-Life Decisions, however,
the ELCA does recognize that there might be ambiguous
borderline situations, such as extreme unmanageable pain,
that may call this affirmation into question.

[22] Abortion. The ELCA acknowledges that it is God who
is the creator of life and that there is a strong Christian
presumption to preserve and protect life. It understands
abortion as a source for deep concern within the church and
therefore in most circumstances it discourages abortion.
However, exceptional circumstances are delineated when
the choice to abort can be made responsibly. These would
include cases of rape, incest, extreme fetal abnormality, and
when the physical life of the mother is threatened. Since the
Catholic church believes that fetal life is indeed vulnerable
human life that demands protection, it considers all direct
abortion to be the taking of innocent human life and
therefore seriously morally wrong. The Catholic church
acknowledges that "in certain cases, perhaps in quite a
considerable number of cases, by denying abortion one
endangers important values." It nevertheless concludes that
"none of these reasons can ever objectively confer the right
to dispose of another's life" (Declaration on Procured
Abortion).

[23] Sexual Ethics. Both Lutheran and Catholic ethics
acknowledge that human sexuality was created good for the
purpose of expressing love and generating life. Both
acknowledge that in the area of sexuality God's law serves
the person by providing guidance and exposing sinfulness.
Both acknowledge that marriage appropriately provides a
structure of security and stability within which persons may
enjoy full sexual expression. The difference between the

AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE-
SPONSOR A CHILD

ALY (Anamosa Lunches for Youth)
What does wmy spovsovship do?
Provides a bag of food weekly during the school year for a child who

is food insecure. Bags include: 3 entrée items, breakfast foods,
fruit, drinks, and snacks.

How wuch does sponsorship cost?

Sponsor a child for: a school year for $220,

a semester for $110 or 1 month for $25.

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated. Checks made to
ALY can be given to the church or sent to Citizen’s Bank % Janet

Sanborn.
What is ALY?

Anamosa Lunches for Youth is in its 12* year of providing food for
children at risk of not having adequate food in preschool through
12" grade. All funds are provided by grants and donations from
generous businesses and caring individuals. All work is done by
volunteers, which allows 100 % of gifts to be used to benefit
children. Poverty affects us all and we are working to try to
strengthen our community not just for now but also for the future.
ALY is a 501C3 organization.

“For | was hungry and you gave me something to
eat...” Matthew 25: 35a

two communions revolves around the evaluation of the moral
significance of the act of intercourse itself. Pope Paul VI's
1968 encyclical, On Human Life, explains that both the love-
expressing and life-giving purposes of sexuality always be
harmonized in each act of intercourse. This understanding of
the inseparability of the two aspects of intercourse leads on
the one hand to the Roman Catholic church's opposition to
artificial contraception, seeing the love-expressing aspect of
intercourse emphasized to the detriment of its life-giving
aspect, and on the other hand to its condemnation of most
forms of technologically assisted reproduction, especially in-
vitro fertilization, seeing in such technologies the emphasis
of the life-giving aspect to the detriment of the love-
expressing. On the other hand, the ELCA states that respect
and sensitivity for one's partner may necessitate the use of
contraceptives. Furthermore, while respecting the procreative
capability of sexual intercourse, it also appreciates the
potential benefit of new reproductive technologies, while
acknowledging that such technologies bring with them
"complex ethical questions."
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Mailing Address:
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (indoor)

8:30 a.m Sunday (indoor)
*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m.

Covid protocols for indoor services

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

* At Wapsiana park through the fall.
__Inside if you get an email due to weather. |

. Members of St. Paul: A while back we asked all
100th Anniversary our members to write up a small paragraph on
when they became members of St. Paul, and to
list all the areas that they have been a part:
serving on a committee, helping our with Sunday
School, VBS, Choir, helping with lunches for any
reason, anything that had to do with church.

Also if you were married at St. Paul, we would
like your wedding picture. The information we
are collecting will go into the scrapbook for our
100th Anniversary Celebration.

We would like to have a contribution from all our
members, please do your part and share this
information with Lois or me. If you have any
questions, please call us Jan 462-4223, Lois 426-
4841. It would be helpful to have this information
by October 30, 2021.

Thank You Jan Allaire



