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Wapsi-Ana Park Outdoor Services: With the
blessing of the Anamosa Parks and Rec. Dept,, St.
Paul Lutheran will continue to hold outdoor 10:30
am Sunday services until the weather suggests
otherwise. As before an e-blast will go out by 9 a.m.
if the service needs to be canceled due to inclement
weather. In-person services at the church with
limited attendance will be conducted as

announced. For protocols, see the Pulse or the St.
Paul Lutheran website.

Abbreviated Return to In-Person Worship
beginning October 4 & October 7, 2020

(full protocol on website at blue button link on page 1,
scroll down a bit or under the More Tab)
Starting October 4, one 9:00 a.m. Sunday service will be
offered, weekly alternating liturgical styles between
contemporary and traditional (i.e. 10/7 & 10/11 will
be contemporary, 10/14 & 10/18 traditional, etc).

On Wednesdays, there will be a 6:00 p.m. service with
one WD4 class seated in the second full pew on the left
and right, and fourteen pews (including balcony)
designated for occupancy by additional attendees
(approximately 25). The designated pews will be every
other, alternating left and right within a section, and
marked by a white circle.

Attendance will be by reservation through the St. Paul
Office. To place your request, contact the office via
email (stpaulanamosa@gmail.com) or phone (319-462
-4841) by Friday 9:00 a.m. for Sunday services or
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. for Wednesday services. Please
indicate how many will be in your party; family
clusters of three adults or less will be counted as one
pew. Your reservation for Sunday services will be
confirmed by 12:00 p.m. on Friday, and by noon on
Wednesday for Wednesday evening services. We will
work to rotate the reservations through the members,
so realize that you will not be able to attend every time
you request. With patience, this will become a
prayerful experience.

Pastor Rodney
will be out of the office
Oct. 5-9, 2020.

Emergencies can be
directed to
Pastor Wade Reddy
at (319) 480-5417.
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The Wednesday service will be recorded and posted
online.

Report to the usher’s station in the vestibule to have
your temperature checked before entering the
church. If your temperature is over 100 degrees, you
will be asked to not remain in the church. When in the
church building, masks will always be worn by
everyone except when a minister is addressing the
congregation while maintaining a safe

distance. Please bring your own mask whenever
possible. If you forget, some are available in the
vestibule of the church.

Please be considerate of others and stay home if you
are not feeling well.

The Pulse is distributed for individual use and is to be
taken home. If you are on the mailing list to receive
the Pulse, please let Lois know if you will be picking it
up from church and she can remove your name. Extra
Pulses will be kept at the entryway of the CE building
during the week. ®
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Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

Chris Holz, Pastor Beener, Lynn Rickels;

and for all facing issues from the corona

virus and natural disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table
in the parking lot lower level of the CE
building, weather permitting. Masks are
not mandatory but social distancing will
be enforced. This will be talking sessions
only. All are welcome.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call 462-4343. They are in need of
peas, pancake mix and syrup, canned
potatoes, and Mac & Cheese.

Forks & Friends: Because of the
uncertainty of the flu season, COVID 19
restrictions, and the prediction of a
colder, snowier winter, the Forks and
Friends board has decided to serve a
special hot meal (drive-thru) on October
22. That will be the last meal served by
Forks and Friends until spring. Watch
for the spring dates to be announced.
This was not an easy decision, but feel it
is in the best interests of those attending
and those volunteering.

Becky Weimer, Forks and Friends

What more could have

been done for my vineyard|

than / have done for (7
/salah 5%

The Pulse will be published weekly
the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.

Introduction: In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard
parable, which serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission,
and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God'’s
love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the
forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are
nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s
sufferings and know the power of his resurrection.

First Reading: the Book of the Prophet Isaiah of Jerusalem 5:1-7

The first reading today tells a sad story about the people of the
southern kingdom of Judah. Like Israel, the northern kingdom, Judah
had been tended by God as a beautiful vineyard. God expected a rich
harvest of good fruit from both. But the people of the both kingdoms
chose a different fruit; one they thought could be cultivated by alliances
with neighboring countries. In 737 BCE, the threat of an Assyrian
(modern day northern Iraq) takeover was looming. The northern
kingdom, Israel, had become wealthy because of bountiful grape
harvests, among other things. The wealthy lived extravagant lives and
were often times found drunk on their own wine. With greed as their
guide, the wealthy used force or crooked economics to push out smaller
land owners while adding to their own vineyards, and they were known
for their neglect of the vulnerable poor, widows, and orphans. They had
forgotten the statutes of the covenant with Yahweh.

In an effort to protect themselves from the Assyrian threat, the
wealthy leaders of the north joined forces with Syria and then tried to
influence the people of Judah to join them. When the inhabitants of
Jerusalem refused, they were attacked, treated poorly and marauded by
their brethren to the north. As a result, they cried out to Yahweh over
the bloodshed in Jerusalem. Yahweh’s response was to acknowledge
the punishment that was about to befall the northern kingdom; they
would be destroyed by Assyria and taken into exile. Foreigners would
inhabit the cities of the north. Their vineyards literally, and the nation
of Israel figuratively, will be trampled by wild animals and turned into
wilderness. This was the result of the people’s infidelity to Yahweh.
The kings chose alliances with nations who worshiped other gods,
which implied that the foreign gods were stronger than Yahweh. The
patriarchs chose personal wealth, selfishness, and greed over care for
the common good and those in need. For this, they had to be cleansed,
and the method for this cleansing was exile. The people of the northern
kingdom were cut off from their promised land for awhile so that they
would once again recognize the love their God had bestowed on them
and the responsibility that accompanied such a gift.

One additional note: In this passage, Yahweh asks why he received
wild grapes when he had tended the vineyard (his people Israel) with
such care. The word “wild” does not fully communicate the extent to
which these people had offended God’s covenant. The better translation
might be “rotten” because it comes from the root word meaning “to
stink.” The original readers would have been repulsed by the idea that
God’s senses had been violated by these people, so acrid was their
rotting stench. These leaders needed to be removed so they wouldn’t
affect the good grapes (faithful ones).

Psalm 80:7-15

Second Reading: St. Paul’s Letter to the Christian community in
Philippi (northern Greece) 3:4b-14

Can any of us magically turn off anxiety? Even though some deep
breathing can help, according to this letter, Paul doesn’t assume anyone
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can. It appears Paul also recognizes that anxiety is rooted in fear, and
fear is an emotion that is debilitating and draining. Anything we can
do to rid ourselves of anxiety and fear is a move towards health. The
believers in Philippi were struggling in a community wrought with
divisions, disagreements, and dissent, and Paul wanted desperately to
dissolve this situation before the community destroyed itself.

People of various religions and traditions will acknowledge that the
pursuit of purity, honor, truth, and grace are worthwhile endeavors.
Paul however speaks about the Christian motivation in pursuing these
goods. He stresses that we must keep the gospel (good news of God’s
life activity in Jesus) at the center of our actions so that the fruits of
Christ’s saving actions will be realized in us for the sake of the world.
Many people will pursue good things in this world because they
believe these things will make them happy. Paul reemphasizes the
importance of the community ahead of the individual, and points out
that if we are truly living the gospel call to agape love (put others
before ourselves, show mercy, forgiveness, etc.), then God’s peace
will be the fruit that we receive. Place everything in God’s hands, live
the virtuous life pleasing to God, and you will be cared for and
content.

These messages about community living are perhaps the most
difficult for us Americans to hear or take seriously. Our world view is
so different from Paul’s and the early evangelists that we are often left
choosing between our society’s instruction for personal rights and
immediate gratification and that of the gospel which emphasizes
group belonging, teamwork, and personal satisfaction in the success of
the family unit.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43 NIV

When confronted with the question: “Do you believe in Jesus as the
Messiah, the promised one from the Father?” How do you respond? If
you say “Yes,” then according to Jesus, people should be able to tell
because you will be living the life of the Kingdom: loving,
compassionate, forgiving, uniting, generous, worshiping in
thanksgiving, focused on others’ needs, etc. Too many people in
Jesus’ day took comfort in the idea that they were saved because they
were members of the elite Chosen People (Jewish). The chief priests
and elders frequently took advantage of their status and wealth and
comforts while judging the failures of others. Sometimes they even
killed the messengers of God (prophets) and those who were truly
righteous when they felt threatened.

In this scenario, Jesus is baiting the Jewish leaders with a story.
Ultimately, he wants them to reflect on why they are so quick to
dismiss him and his message that the Kingdom of God is here and
now. Are they more concerned with their wealth and status or about
bringing the Good News of God’s love to the people they lead? His
parable ends up indicting them as guilty of disbelief in the activity of
God though him and in his time.

There are many levels on which a parable can speak to a reader, but
in this case, by looking at an allegorical one, we can get a sense of the
“slap in the face” this story might have contained for the original
hearers. The vineyard owner can be seen as God. Normal preparation
of a vineyard included putting a hedge up to keep out wild animals,
building a tower to oversee the care and to look for marauders, and
frequently digging an on site wine press to process the fruit as it was
picked. Wine was a staple drink in a land with few fresh water sources
(the Jordan, rare springs, or rain). The tenants in the vineyard were the
Jewish leaders, the chief priests who were descendants of Jacob’s son,
Levi, and the elders. Their charge was to care for the vineyard, Israel.

Sunday Outdoor Service at Wapsi-Ana
Park will be at 10:30 A.M. on October 4th.
An e-blast will be sent by 9:00 a.m.
Sunday if there is a cancelation.

Taped services can be found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page and
Facebook.

(For reservations call/email parish office)

Sunday, October 4

+  9:00am Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Tom Sabotta & Sherri Evans
Reader: Tom Sabotta

* 10:30am Worship—Wapsi-Ana Park

Monday, October S
*  2:30pm Wisdom Pattern Book Study

Tuesday, October 6

+ 1:30pm Scripture study LL CE or Zoom
*  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE

*  8:00pm AA—LL CE

Wednesday, October 7

+  8:00am Lutheran Men in Mission LL CE

+  6:00pm Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Ralph & Sandra Andresen
Reader: Ralph Andresen

*  6:00pm WD4 CE building

Sunday, October 11

*+  9:00am Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Dale & Pat Jensen
Reader: Pat Jensen

* 10:30am Worship—Wapsi-Ana Park

Wednesday, October 14

+  6:00pm Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: CJ & Stacie Sullivan
Reader: TBA

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours

Lois: M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F— 9-noon.
Kaileen: M, Tue, Th 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)

Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Brie Wittenburg
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 975-8186

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will

return your call ASAP. We may be separated, BUT
we are not alone!



The servants sent to gather the produce were the anointed
prophets and kings through history whom the Jewish
leaders opposed, beat, drove away, and even killed. The
vineyard owner’s son, of course, was a self reference by
Jesus. He was already experiencing their rejection, and
he could guess the eventual outcome at their hands.
When Jesus asks, “What will the vineyard owner do?”
And they respond, “put those wretched men to death,”
they are imposing their own sentence. In this
disbelieving response, they vindicate the deaths of all the
past prophets and impose their own exile from the
Kingdom Jesus has come to establish.

Matthew is making the point that Jesus was indeed the
unique Messiah of God and that belief in him brought
fullness of life for the believers. Belief in Jesus was not
crucial for salvation for the Jews, because they already
had the capacity to be saved by Yahweh’s loving action
established in the covenant on Sinai. But like the leaders
of the northern kingdom in the first reading, the Jewish
leaders could not trade in their trust in God’s saving
action for trust in themselves, their status, or their
perceived power and expect to remain righteous. By
rejecting Jesus, they were in effect rejecting the next
phase of God’s saving action, which was to save the
entire world through the power of love revealed through
His Son. The rest of the story is that Jesus’ death and
resurrection were not solely for the Jews but for the
salvation of the entire world. By doubting this, the
Jewish leaders were in effect denying God’s activity in
their lives. They could not see the disorder his sacrificial
love sought to reorder. Like the people of Isaiah’s time,
these leaders were losing the Kingdom to those who
were open to the will of God.

Taking it home:

¢ Since St. Paul can’t be here in person to show us how to live,
who exhibits “gospel living” for you? Maybe you can tell that
person this week. Seek to spend more time with that person.

¢ How does the first reading reflect the way some prophets are
describing life in the United States today? What behaviors does
the story ask us to reflect on as Christians?

¢ Imagine there is a continuum that describes a world view:

¢ ‘“radical individualism,” 1 5 10 “common good/
communal-ism.” Plot yourself on the continuum. Which world
view is most like yours? Are you satisfied with that world view?
Name one thing you can do to move towards the gospel values
described by Paul in today’s second reading? Do it for one
week.

¢ How do you respond to those who call themselves Christian and
spend more time pointing out the faults of people they perceive
as not saved than spreading the Good News of love, mercy, and
unity?

¢ Is there anyone you have judged harshly in the recent past? Go
back and take a second look but ask God to be a part of the
scene this time.

¢ What/who is the source of your personal power? Who/what
threatens your power and how do you defend it?

¢ Go online and find out something about St. Francis Assisi, St.
Therese Lisieux, or another favorite saint from history.

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through three
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images and

feelings emerge in your imagination?) “Enlightenment is not
about knowing as much as it is about unknowing; it is not
so much learning as unlearning. It is about surrendering
and letting go rather than achieving and possessing. It's
more about entering the mystery than arriving at a mental
certitude.” — Richard Rohr, On the Threshold of Transformation:
Daily Meditations for Men

“God did not just start talking to us with the Bible or the church or
the prophets. Do we really think that God had nothing at all to say
for 13.7 billion years, and started speaking only in the latest
nanosecond of geological time? Did all history prior to our sacred
texts provide no basis for truth or authority? Of course not. The
radiance of the Divine Presence has been glowing and expanding
since the beginning of time, before there were any human eyes to
see or know about it.”

— Richard Rohr, The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality

Can Change Everything We See, Hope For and Believe

2017 marks the 500t anniversary of the reformation begun
by Martin Luther. Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and
Eucharist, is a declaration of the consensus achieved by Lutherans

and Catholics as the result of ecumenical dialogue between the two
communions between 1965 and 2015.

III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIALOGUES— ELABORATED AND DOCUMENTED A.
Church

7. Catholics and Lutherans agree that the church on earth is a
communion (koinonia). It shares in God’s gifts offered for us by
Christ, which, by being held in common, bring believers into unity
and fellowship with each other.

In the past, the conceptions of the church held by Lutherans and
Catholics developed along diverging paths, but in the 20th century
we have together appropriated the biblical notion of koinonia and
applied it to the church in a process giving us a precious
communality.14 Church and Justification (§§ 63—73) describes the
church on earth as sharing in a koinonia or communion founded in
the Trinity. The Church as Koinonia of Salvation: Its Structures and
Ministries has shown the wide-ranging fruitfulness of communion
ecclesiology for the dialogue on the church and its ministries. The
communion formed from the agreement and common intentions of
believers with each other does not constitute the church; rather, the
church is formed by the message of Christ proclaimed in the power
of the Holy Spirit. When the Spirit awakens faith in the gospel as the
good news of redemption, this message is confessed in common by
people who thereby come together as sharers in it and its saving
power (Church and Justification, § 65 and § 67). Baptism shows the
priority of God’s action in calling people to be his own as they are
consecrated in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit and
incorporated into the already existing body of Christ (Church and
Justification, § 68). At Holy Communion, believers receive from the
“cup of blessing” which is their sharing (koinonia) in the blood of
Christ. The “breaking of the bread” leads to sharing (koinonia) in the
body of Christ, which makes the many one body in Christ (1
Corinthians 10:16—17; Church and Justification, §§ 69-70).

--Find someone from another faith tradition and discuss this
agreement.
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Wednesday 6:00 P.M.
Sunday 9:00 A.M.

10:30 A.M. Wapsi-Ana Park

Call or email the church office for a reservation.

Taped service is also available on YouTube,
Facebook and website.

We will be celebrating our
100th Anniversary soon.

We have been asking everyone for any pictures
pertaining to events that took place at St. Paul’s...
wedding, baptisms, birthdays, anniversaries, Sunday
School programs, VBS, any newspaper clippings.

To give us time to organize them into booklets we
would like them by the end of this year! You may
bring them to the office, or you may send them
electronically if possible to
“stpaulanamosa@gmail.com”. Please include your
names (women'’s maiden name for weddings) and
the date of the event. If you have any questions, you
may call me at 462-4223....please leave a message
and [ will return your call. Please help us make this a
very special event for St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Thank You. Jan Allaire

CROP HUNGER WALK

This year’s Croe1 Walk is

Sunday, October 11™ at 2:00 PM.

We meet at the shelter by the Monticello
swimming pool on South Cedar Street.
Registration is at 1:30. This is a great way to
combine socially distanced fellowship, the
great outdoors, and doing something about
world hunger. Twenty-five percent of the
proceeds go to local food pantries. Money
raised by the Crop Walk will help to feed
hungry people around the world. The results
will be global. Face masks please.

Packets for registration are available at the
back of the church.

Please make checks payable to Crop Walk.
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