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October 10, 2021    20th Sunday of Pentecost 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

Bridges of Jones County Crop Walk 2021 
 

TODAY, Sun., Oct 10 the annual fall CROP walk will be held 
in Anamosa at the Wapsipinicon State Park. Walkers will gather 
outside at the main entrance parking lot for registration at 1:30 
pm and walk at 2:00 pm.  
 

CROP stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty. 
Money gathered in the CROP walk funds local food pantries, 
domestic disaster relief and poverty reduction projects around the 
world. (Watch for packets at the back of the church.) 
 

A Ministry to Feed the Hungry 

 

St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals 
and environment could be viewed as the 
original Earth Day advocate. ... Francis cared 
for the poor and sick, he preached sermons to 
animals and praised all creatures as brothers 
and sisters under God  

Animal Blessings 
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St Paul Council Minutes 
September 13, 2021 @ 8:13pm 

 
Council Members Present: Michele Countryman, Angie Coyle, Nancy Lyon Douglas (arrived 7:00pm), 
Doug Fairbanks (arrived 7:00pm), Jason Geltz, Jamie Hamblin, Susan Koppenhaver, Dean Lambertsen, 
Dustin Paulson, and Nancy Stout  
 

Not Present: Rodney Bluml  
 
Executive Secretary: Michele Countryman  
 
Welcome/check-in: Call to order at 6:36 pm. Welcome to the newly elected members.  
 
Approve minutes from the September meeting: No changes identified for the August minutes. Angie 
Coyle motioned for approval. Michele Countryman seconded the motion. Ayes carry.  
 
Pastor’s Report -  

1. Funerals:  

2. New Members: Kamry McLaughlin & Benjamin Carpenter; The Chrismans – Luke, Grant, Sarah & 

Scott, 9/12/21  

3. Baptism: 8/15/21 Knox Joshua Fairbanks, son of Samantha & Josh  

4. Wedding: Emily Christianson & Michael Hannes, 9/11/21  

5. We held our confirmation information evening on Wed. 8/25. We received agreement statements 

from Garrett LaDue, Connor Capron, Simon Robertson, and Noah Smith. We are still open to adding 

those who are older than 8 th grade and have not yet affirmed their baptism to the process.  

6. Kaileen and I are in the midst of building a team with recent confirmands. Ed Gerst will give our 

witness talk/testimony to faith Sept 26, on the topic of “Blessed are the poor in spirit.”  

7. We held our Rally Day at Central Park on 8/29. Worship began at 10:30 with 94 participants. The 

Hog prepared smoked meats, and Angie & Ben Coyle served 72 people lunch on the beautiful day. 

Many thanks to those who helped make the day happen. Music ministers, the Oldhams who provided 

ATV support and transport, Kaileen for a great children’s message, and the Kennys who helped with 

food preservation.  

8. On Wed, Sept. 1, Kaileen and I met with interested youth and their parents in order to get feedback 

and make a decision concerning our participation in the Gathering next July and/or a mission trip 

next summer. Prayerful discernment with their input will lead to a decision soon.  

9. We were able to hold worship and communion at Woodland Park on Sept. 6 despite the uptick in 

Covid/virus cases. Thanks to Betty Lubben and Verna Lewison for assistance.  

10. The Anamosa Ministerial Association continues to work with ALY, HACAP, and the Anamosa 

Police Dept., to meet some of the personal needs found in the Anamosa community.  

11. Kaileen Weaver has agreed to become a citizen signator on the AMA checking account since pastors, 

who typically comprise the AMA, come and go.  

12. I found myself missing retreat time with the St. John’s Bible, so I’m offering an opportunity for 

people to join me one Saturday morning a month for just such a time. I pray it will be fruitful and 

people will respond to this other modality for prayer and study.  

13. We added the in-person 8:30 a.m. traditional service back into our Sunday schedule on 9/12/21.  

14. Thanks for being “heavenly wisdom” kind of people. It is a pleasure. 
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Financial Reports - One member asked if it was normal to have lower donations over the summer. One member 
noted that it has been low all during COVID. Dustin Paulson motioned to approve the budget, Nancy Stout 
second. Ayes carry.  
 
Old Business  
Rally Day - Thanks to Angie and Ben Coyle for serving the meal to the congregation at Rally Day. Food was 
very good. Deserts were plenty! Thank you to all who donated their time and talent. Several recommendations 
were made to make Rally Day even better in 2022.  
 
Lumberyard update - Jeff Banowetz indicated the construction is still on track for transition to the new space in 
Nov/Dec. The council agreed it would be good to have a monthly check in.  
 
New Business  
Visitation Ministry - A Visitation Minister position has been proposed by Pastor Rodney. This position would be 
for 5-7 hours a week. Several members thought it would be an excellent opportunity. Tom Sabotta motioned to 
approve a request to add a visitation ministry role of 5-7 hours per week. Susan Koppenhaver second. Ayes 
Carry.  
 
Purpose statement writing - The council worked on writing purpose statements and drafting goals for the St. 
Paul committees for the next year. The council will be focusing on expanding membership participation and 
activities. The St. Paul committees include: 

• Finance & Stewardship Committee  

• Youth and Family  

• Grounds and Maintenance  

• Discipleship  

• Outreach/Member Care  
 
Communications - A carpet remnant has been located and will be installed in one of the first floor rooms of the 
CE building soon.  
 
Date and time for next meeting October 11 @ 6:30pm, All leadership @ 6:00pm  
 
Adjourn and Closing Prayer Michele Countryman motioned to adjourn. Dustin Paulson second. Motion to 
adjourn at 8:10pm 
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GriefShare meets on Tuesday evenings at 
6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE building. 
If you would like to attend please call Nancy 
Douglas for details at 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.  

 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For Vicki Schumar (daughter of Jan Allaire), 
for Kasen grandson of Vickie & Gary 
Behnke, and those recovering from natural 
disasters and COVID.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15   NRSV 
 

The prophet Amos lived in the 8th century BC and was a 
contemporary of Isaiah who lived in Jerusalem. Amos was in the 
northern kingdom of Israel, while Isaiah lived in the southern kingdom 
of Judah. The country had split under the reign of Solomon’s son 
earlier in that century. The great power, Assyria, was quickly gobbling 
up nations throughout the Middle East, and the king of Israel made an 
alliance with its pagan neighbor, Syria, to help prevent its takeover. 
The inhabitants of the northern kingdom had converted their pastures 
into vineyards which brought great wealth to the land owners who then 
began to incorporate themselves, buying up smaller plots of land and 
ignoring the needs of much of the community. This behavior was in 
direct violation of the covenant they had established with Yahweh God 
under Moses; the wealth of the patriarch was to be used for the care of 
the vulnerable members of society: the widows, orphans, and crippled. 
In addition, their lifestyles began to include day-time drunkenness and 
night-time carousing to the point that it attracted attention from other 
neighboring countries and disdain from their fellow countrymen. 

  Amos’ words are sharp and cutting. He does not invite contrition 
or conversion. According to Amos, it is too late for that. In his mind, 
God is ready to exact judgment and his words end with the prophecy 
that these wealthy who are looked upon as first in luxury will be the 
first taken into exile (away from their homeland, family, and comforts). 
Their wanton revelry (immoral partying) will be done away with when 
they are conquered and the land is overtaken by the Assyrians. Many 
will suffer because of their selfish choices. 

 

Introduction: The rich man who comes to ask Jesus what 
he should do to inherit eternal life is a good man, sincere in 
his asking. Mark’s gospel is alone in saying that Jesus 
looked on him and loved him. Out of love, not as judgment, 
Jesus offers him an open door to life: sell all you own and 
give it to the poor. Our culture bombards us with the 
message that we will find life by consuming. Our assemblies 
counter this message with the invitation to find life by 
divesting for the sake of the other.  

The LCC Tree Walk is just a couple months 
away and for now, I am assuming it will be 
held.  My question is will we have enough 
people willing to help if we open up the St. 
Paul Cafe'?  I am willing to organize as in 
the past but can't do it by myself.  If you 
would plan to help out for a shift, please 
let me or Lois know by Nov. 1st. You can 
email me at deb.hardersen@gmail.com or 
call or email Lois 319-462-4841 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

 

M
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Sunday, October 10 is Pastor Appreciation Day. 
Thank you Pastor Rodney for all the ways  
you shine in our community! 

Join us for worship  
with Bishop Current! 

 

Southeast Iowa Synod, Bishop Amy 
Current, will be with us for worship and 
to preach on Wed., Nov. 3, 6:00 pm 
and Sun., Nov. 7, 8:30 and 10:30 
indoor services.   
 

Bishop Amy has a real heart 
for the Gospel and creating 
community. Come join us for joyful 
prayer and praise! We expect more 
worshippers than usual, and given the 
ongoing higher than usual incidence of 
viruses in our community, we ask you 
to plan to wear a mask while inside the 
church space.  
 

We are among a few churches who will 
have this opportunity this year so we 
want to welcome everyone, even the 
unvaccinated in our families. Help us 
create a safer space by wearing a 
mask. The older WD4 grades will 
attend, and 3rd/4th graders will receive 
personal Bibles during the Wednesday 
service. 

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, October 6 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Marge Bohlken 
   Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom 
   PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 6:00pm WD4 
 
 

Sunday, October 10 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Virginia Danielson 
  Greeter:  Lynn & Cindy Decious 
  Reader & Prayers: Virginia Danielson 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Deb Oldham 
  Greeter:  Rob Robertson family 
  Reader & Prayers: Kristy Robertson 
  PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson (if indoors) 
 

Monday, October 11 
 6:30pm Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, October 12 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, October 13 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Darla Algoe 
   Reader: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora 
 6:00pm WD4 
 
 

Sunday, October 17 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Stout 
  Greeter:  Dale & Pat Jensen 
  Reader & Prayers: Pat Jensen 
  PowerPoint: Grant Lubben 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep:  
  Greeter:  Clapp/Dales Families 
  Reader & Prayers: Sally Clapp 
  PowerPoint: Dales kids (if indoors) 

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

 
Psalm 90:12-17 

 

Reading II:  The letter to the Hebrew Christians 4:12-16  NIV 
 

The author of this letter is concerned about the members of his 
early Jewish Christian community. For some reason, they have 
grown bored and are showing an inclination towards a return to the 
Jewish practices of animal sacrifice, etc. with disregard for the New 
Testament teachings. This “apostasy,” or denial of belief in Jesus as 
the Messiah, threatened to divide the community; an intolerable 
situation for a community facing persecution. 

God’s word is alive and active, and it brings judgment to those 
who are filled with deceit. It was the belief of people in the culture 
of the first century that no one could truly know the contents of 
another’s heart, for that is where belief, conviction, and faith reside. 
People have only what they observe in another’s actions to base 
judgment and response upon. Only God knows the contents of the 
heart, and despite actions that might convince others of faithfulness, 
commitment, or love, God’s word will ultimately judge the person 
based on what is in the heart. God’s word was effective in ancient 
times as recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament), but the 
author wants them to know that God’s word is alive and creative in 
the New Christian Testament as well. At the time of this letter, that 
most likely meant the letters of St. Paul and perhaps Mark’s Gospel; 
the other gospels were in the process of being written (Matthew and 
Luke) or yet to be composed (John). The New Testament told the 
story of Jesus the human Christ, God’s Word alive among them, who 
revealed God’s will for them. To deny him and his ways was/is to 
bring judgment upon one’s self.  

If you read the entire letter to the Hebrews, you will see that the 
author makes Jesus the replacement for the Jewish Law and rituals: 
Jesus is the once for all high priest who offers one sacrifice (himself) 
for all time; the community of believers gathering for the meal in his 
name replaces the (destroyed) Temple as the place where God 
dwells in their midst. To deny Jesus is to separate oneself from the 
community that is The Body of Christ constituted in his Spirit. In 
failing to follow Jesus, you separate yourself from the full fruits of 
God’s Kingdom. This image of the united community living out the 
Word of God is the ideal towards which the author of Hebrews 
exhorts all readers. 

 
Gospel - Mark 10: 17-30 
 

Jesus’ goal is to make disciples for the Kingdom of God.  
Is this rich young man sincere in his inquiry of Jesus or is he guilty 
of a dubious motive?  The culture of Jesus’ day certainly would have 
held this man’s actions in suspicion, asking “What is he after?” “He 
has much and seeks more at another’s expense.”  The fact that the 
young man approaches Jesus at all indicates a certain aspect of 
searching. But what is motivating him? By calling Jesus “good,” the 
man has put himself at a disadvantage. In Jesus day, titles of respect 
were not readily accepted, especially not when rendered in public. 
The perception was that in order for someone to advance in status 
within the community, others had to fall behind or be demoted. By 
calling Jesus “good” the man is offering an unfounded compliment. 
Jesus, in keeping with cultural expectations, immediately discredits 
the compliment by rightly applying the title to God. This 
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accomplished two things: it told others in the community 
that he had no intention of upsetting the status quo, and he 
dismissed the young man’s attempt to gain power over 
him by exposing the “evil eye.”  Compliments were often 
expressed as a ploy to manipulate the person into liking 
you while secretly desiring the destruction of that trait in 
them and gaining it for yourself (this is the kind of hidden 
hypocrisy the author of Hebrews was trying to name.) 

The fact that the young man is not named is a literary 
device used to invite all of us to put ourselves in his place. 
Mark includes this story because it is about being 
summoned as a disciple. When the young man hears from 
Jesus that the Kingdom of God has to do with following 
the commandments, he replies by saying he has done this 
for as long as he can remember. And Jesus looks at him 
with “love.”  In other words, Jesus feels a kind of 
attachment or affection for the young man and the law to 
which he adheres. They are brothers. Jesus would 
welcome the young man as his follower. But Jesus also 
sees into the man’s heart and names what will keep the 
man from joining him: the weight of material 
possessiveness. We get a clue into the man’s issue by the 
nature of his question, “what must I do to inherit eternal 
life (the Kingdom of God)?”  Jesus knew that if the man 
with so many possessions had truly been living the spirit 
of the law by sharing his wealth with the widows, 
orphans, and defenseless ones, he would not have needed 
to ask. The problem was that the man’s identity was tied 
up in his status and possessions; they identified him, and 
because of that, he could not be free enough to truly live 
in the Kingdom of God where all are treated with equal 
dignity and everyone desires the good of the others before 
his own. The man goes away sad because he cannot 
imagine separating himself from his status, home, blood 
kin, and wealth in order to pursue the needs of others.  He 
finds out that eternal life/the Kingdom of God is not an 
item to be possessed, it is a relationship to be experienced. 
He is one of a few people in scripture who refuse to 
respond to Jesus’ summons. 
It was rather difficult for Jesus’ followers to make the 
decision to break family ties and social status structures in 
order to follow him. That is why Peter was so concerned 
about their welfare. Jesus’ response was meant to affirm 
the disciples in their mission. Basically, Jesus was telling 
them that those who risk following him despite what 
others think or say, giving up the allegiances of blood line 
in order to form allegiances of faith in God, and sharing 
freely with those in need, will find themselves with far 
more riches than they could have accumulated and lost in 
their lives without Him. 

  
Taking it Home 

· Have you recently engaged in any actions that 
didn’t match the beliefs instilled in your heart? Did you 
notice any feelings of tingling in your stomach, 
headache, or rapid heartbeat? Often, these built in 
bodily responses accompany actions that we “know” are 
unloving or contrary to God’s will. Guilt is a good 
emotion when we allow it to teach us and choose to 
change our ways. 

  
· Pray for Wisdom and/or Prudence three times each 

day this week. Notice how your prayer is answered. 
  
· How are you like the rich young man? What are 

you being asked to sell/give away in order to more 
closely follow Christ? 

 
 · Besides Sts. Francis and Clare of Assisi, can you 

think of any others who responded positively to Christ’s 
invitation to sell all and follow? 

 
· Send a thank you card to someone whom you 

respect as a good leader. 
  
· Close your eyes and imagine Jesus smiling at you 

with love. 
   
 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three 

times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge in 
you?)   

“What some now call 'emerging Christianity' or 'the 
emerging church' is not something you join, establish, or 
invent. You just name it and then you see it everywhere- 
already in place! Such nongroup groups, the 'two or three' 
gathered in deep truth, create a whole new level of 
affiliation, dialogue, and friendship...”  

“I do not think you should get rid of your sin until you 
have learned what it has to teach you.”  
― Richard Rohr, Falling Upward: A Spirituality for 
the Two Halves of Life 

 
“In fact, I would say what makes so much religion so 

innocuous, ineffective, and even unexciting is that there 
has seldom been a concrete “decision to turn our lives over 
to the care of God,” even in many people who go to 
church, temple, or mosque.” ― Richard Rohr, Breathing 
Underwater 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/550272
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/550272
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When: Sunday, October 31st 
Time: 3-5pm 
Place: Parking Lot of C.E. building 
Who: All Are Welcome  

 
 

We will be hosting our Community Wide Trunk or Treat event this year. 
We are looking for individuals, groups or businesses to host a trunk and 
pass out candy or goodies.  
 

If you would not like to host a trunk but would like to donate goodies or 
candy that is welcome too.  
 

You can find a sign-up sheet in the office, the back of the church or 
contact Kaileen Weaver for any questions or to sign-up via phone.  
Looking forward to a Great Community Event!  
 

            Kaileen Weaver (951) 533-5728 
            cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

 

Trunk or Treat 

Missions Trip 2022 Registration  Info:  
 

Where: Quad Cities, IL 
When: July 24th-29th 
Who: 7th graders – 12th graders  
Deadline to Register: Monday, October 18th 
Deposit Amount:  $100 due on October 18th  

 

We are excited to offer our 2022 missions trip that will include our 
middle schoolers this time around! I personally was able to attend my first 
missions trip with Youthworks last summer and wow, talk about a heart 
felt, relationship building, eye opening, fun, faith based filled trip with our 
young people! Please do not let the destination hinder your choice as no 
matter where we go, it is the people that we reach and the relationships 
that we build that matter and make a lasting impression! Please feel free 
to contact myself (Kaileen) or Pastor Rodney with any questions or 
concerns you or your young person may have. 
 

With a Smile,  
Kaileen Weaver 
951-553-5728 cell #  
 

Rodney Bluml 
319-462-4841 office #  
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (indoor) 
8:30 a.m Sunday (indoor) 

*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* At Wapsiana park through the fall. 
Inside if you get an email due to weather. 

 

Members of St. Paul: A while back we asked all 
our members to write up a small paragraph on 
when they became members of St. Paul, and to 
list all the areas that they have been a part: 
serving on a committee, helping our with Sunday 
School, VBS, Choir, helping with lunches for any 
reason, anything that had to do with church.  
 

Also if you were married at St. Paul, we would 
like your wedding picture. The information we 
are collecting will go into the scrapbook for our 
100th Anniversary Celebration.  
 
We would like to have a contribution from all our 
members, please do your part and share this 
information with Lois or me. If you have any 
questions, please call us Jan 462-4223, Lois 462-
4841. It would be helpful to have this information 
by October 30, 2021.     
         Thank You Jan Allaire 

100th Anniversary 


