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Wapsi-Ana Park Outdoor Services: With the
blessing of the Anamosa Parks and Rec. Dept,, St.
Paul Lutheran will continue to hold outdoor 10:30
am Sunday services until the weather suggests
otherwise. As before an e-blast will go out by 9 a.m.
if the service needs to be canceled due to inclement
weather. In-person services at the church with
limited attendance will be conducted as

announced. For protocols, see the Pulse or the St.
Paul Lutheran website.

Abbreviated Return to In-Person Worship
beginning October 4 & October 7, 2020

(full protocol on website at blue button link,
scroll down on page 1, or under the More Tab)
Starting October 4, one 9:00 a.m. Sunday service will be
offered, weekly alternating liturgical styles between
contemporary and traditional (i.e. 10/7 & 10/11 will
be contemporary, 10/14 & 10/18 traditional, etc).

On Wednesdays, there will be a 6:00 p.m. service with
one WD4 class seated in the second full pew on the left
and right, and fourteen pews (including balcony)
designated for occupancy by additional attendees
(approximately 25). The designated pews will be every
other, alternating left and right within a section, and
marked by a white circle.

Attendance will be by reservation through the St. Paul
Office. To place your request, contact the office via
email (stpaulanamosa@gmail.com) or phone (319-462
-4841) by Friday 9:00 a.m. for Sunday services or
Tuesday 10:00 a.m. for Wednesday services. Please
indicate how many will be in your party; family
clusters of three adults or less will be counted as one
pew. Your reservation for Sunday services will be
confirmed by 12:00 p.m. on Friday, and by noon on
Wednesday for Wednesday evening services. We will
work to rotate the reservations through the members,
so realize that you will not be able to attend every time
you request. With patience, this will become a
prayerful experience.
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The Wednesday service will be recorded and posted

online.

Report to the usher’s station in the vestibule to have
your temperature checked before entering the
church. If your temperature is over 100 degrees, you
will be asked to not remain in the church. When in the
church building, masks will always be worn by
everyone except when a minister is addressing the
congregation while maintaining a safe

distance. Please bring your own mask whenever
possible. If you forget, some are available in the
vestibule of the church.

Please be considerate of others and stay home if you
are not feeling well.

The Pulse is distributed for individual use and is to be
taken home. If you are on the mailing list to receive
the Pulse, please let Lois know if you will be picking it
up from church and she can remove your name. Extra
Pulses will be kept at the entryway of the CE building
during the week. ®
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Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
Chris Holz, Lynn Rickels, and for the
family of Jane Smith; and for all facing
challenges from the corona virus and

natural disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

Happy Birthday: Beverly Beener, wife
of Pastor Beener, will turn 90 years old
on October 18th. Though they moved
to be near their children, they both
remain close to many from St Paul
community. If you would like to wish
Bev a happy 90th Birthday, send her a
card at this address: 300 Claymoor
Road, Unit C1, Hinsdale, Illinois
60521

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table
in the parking lot lower level of the CE
building, weather permitting. Masks are
not mandatory but social distancing will
be enforced. This will be talking sessions
only. All are welcome.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call 462-4343. They are in need of
canned vegetables, canned fruits & beef
stew.

Forks & Friends: Because of the
uncertainty of the flu season, COVID 19
restrictions, and the prediction of a
colder, snowier winter, the Forks and
Friends board has decided to serve a
special hot meal (drive-thru) on October
22. That will be the last meal served by
Forks and Friends until spring. Watch
for the spring dates to be announced.
This was not an easy decision, but feel it
is in the best interests of those attending
and those volunteering.

Becky Weimer, Forks and Friends

The Pulse will be published weekly
the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.

Introduction: In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to
come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable
about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is
extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us.
Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God
which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the
table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation
with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

First Reading: The Book of the Prophet Isaiah of Jerusalem
25: 1--10a {NIV}

The Israelites of the northern kingdom had been defeated by the
Assyrian armies and sent into exile around 721 BCE. Judah, the
southern kingdom which contained Jerusalem, the city from which this
prophet wrote, had fallen under Assyrian rule but was not destroyed.
While the Jews were allowed to worship Yahweh, Jerusalem had been
put under control of a foreign presence. King Ahaz was forced to pay
tribute to Assyria. The normal jubilation in relationship to Yahweh was
subdued because of the heavy taxes the inhabitants of Judah had to pay
Kings Shalmaneser V, then Sargon, and eventually his son,
Sennecharib, in order to maintain life as they knew it. The people did
not feel a sense of peace while their freedoms were fettered by an
oppressive foreign ruler that worshiped other deities. The ability for the
Israelites to live fully in the Kingdom of God as intended under God’s
law was severely compromised.

In this section of chapter 25, Isaiah is trying desperately to keep a
sense of hope and optimism alive for all those Jews who felt oppressed
whether in exile or at home. Isaiah was painting a mental picture of a
future time when Jerusalem will be free and Yahweh’s throne will once
again be established as the primary throne. He saw this hope in the
reforming actions of the new king, Hezekiah, son of Ahaz. According
to Isaiah, when this time comes, the repentant Jews will be returned to
their rightful home in Jerusalem. Yahweh will make “this
mountain” (Mt. Zion/Jerusalem) safe once again and the place of
protection for the poor and faithful remnant (the anawim). No longer
will they suffer hunger, thirst, or depravity; rather they will feast on the
Lord’s banquet, bountiful rich foods and drink. All will be fed, and
when satisfied, be filled with the desire to rejoice in the power of their
gracious God. This image would have been especially powerful for
those Jews who had survived the Assyrian siege on Jerusalem in which
they were nearly starved to death.

The theme of a banquet as a sign of God’s abundant generosity and
fidelity is a common one, especially in the Hebrew Scriptures. For our
ancestors, there was no greater sign of unity, hospitality, and shalom
than a meal taken with family and friends. Righteous Jews ate meals
with other righteous Jews, and those who were living outside the
mandates of the Mosaic Law were separated from the common table.
The worst kind of betrayal was perpetrated by someone who shared in a
meal at your table. {Flash ahead to the actions of Judas Iscariot and
Peter.} The veil that shrouds the earth, as referred to by Isaiah, is one
that results from just such betrayals. This veil is the extreme result of
the actions chosen by the Jews that separated them from Yahweh (i.e.
greed, dependence on foreign powers and military might to protect
them, neglect of the poor, widows and orphans, unethical business
practices, trying to force other people into their form of leadership,
making themselves most important....) Is this veil now covering us?

Psalm 23
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Second Reading: Paul’s letter to the Christian community in
Philippi, northern Greece 4: 1-9, 12-14, 19-20 NIV

St. Paul is writing this letter from a prison cell. Frequently, the
mode of prison survival required outside help in order to meet basic
needs. The community in Philippi had sent a man named Epaphroditus
with a monetary gift to assist Paul in acquiring food, clean water, and
favor with the guards. Paul is thanking them, but can’t resist the
opportunity to once again proclaim the source of all that he does: the
power of the risen Lord Jesus. It is this relationship which sustains
him even in prison. It is the love of Christ that gives him joy despite
his suffering. While Paul is clearly thankful for their generosity, he is
even more delighted with the reports coming to him about the way the
Christians have been treating each other. They are continuing to carry
on the gospel message in his absence through their concern for each
other, their love, and good example to those who do not follow Jesus.
He assures them in a part of the letter omitted here that their gift and
witness to the gospel will bring favor for them in the everlasting
Kingdom of God.

People of various religions and traditions will acknowledge
that the pursuit of purity, honor, truth, and grace are worthwhile
endeavors. Paul however speaks about the Christian motivation in
pursuing these goods. He stresses that we must keep the gospel (good
news of God’s life activity in Jesus) at the center of our actions so that
the fruits of Christ’s saving actions will be realized in us for the sake
of the world. Many people will pursue good things in this world
because they believe these things will make them happy. Paul
reemphasizes the importance of the community ahead of the
individual, and points out that if we are truly living the gospel call to
agape love (put others before ourselves, show mercy, forgiveness,
etc.), then God’s peace will be the fruit that we receive. Place
everything in God’s hands, live the virtuous life pleasing to God, and
you will be cared for and content.

These messages about community living are perhaps the most
difficult for us Americans to hear or take seriously. Our world view is
so different from Paul’s and the early evangelists that we are often left
choosing between our society’s instruction for personal rights and
immediate gratification and that of the gospel which emphasizes
group belonging, teamwork, and finding personal satisfaction in the
success of the family.

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 {NIV}

If we haven’t gotten the message in the last eighteen weeks, here is
another chance to ponder the nature of Kingdom living as presented
by Christ. This parable deals with the Jewish leader’s rejection of
God’s invitation to accept the kingdom of heaven as established fully
in the person of Jesus. In this story, the fullness of the kingdom of
heaven is symbolized once again in the image of a magnificent
wedding banquet. We learn that the invitations had been sent out long
ago, far in advance of the actual feast; and when the banquet was
prepared and ready because the marriage of the two worlds (God’s
realm and earthly realm) was to take place, servants were sent out to
notify the invited guests again. Refusing the invitation at this point
was an outrageous insult to one’s host. Declining because of business
concerns or chores was absurdly rude. Abusing the servants was
detestable.

The allegory set to this parable which attempts to explain each of
the elements and characters with a modern day parallel implies that
the Jewish leaders, and subsequently those who adhered to their
teachings, refused to accept God’s reign in the person of Jesus.

Sunday Outdoor Service at Wapsi-Ana
Park will be at 10:30 A.M. on October 11th.
An e-blast will be sent by 9:00 a.m.
Sunday if there is a cancelation.

Taped services can be found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page and
Facebook.

(For reservations call/email parish office)

Sunday, October 11

+  9:00am Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Dale & Pat Jensen
Reader: Pat Jensen

*+ 10:30am Worship—Wapsi-Ana Park

Monday, October 12

*  2:30pm Wisdom Pattern Book Study
+  6:00pm All Leadership meeting

+  8:00pm Council Meeting

Tuesday, October 13

+ 1:30pm Scripture study LL CE or Zoom
*  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE

*  8:00pm AA—LL CE

Wednesday, October 14
*  8:00am Lutheran Men in Mission LL CE
*  6:00pm Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Jamie Hamblin
Reader: Virginia Danielson
+  6:00pm WD4 CE building

Thursday, October 15
*  3:00pm HACAP Distribution

Sunday, October 18
*  9:00am Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: CJ & Stacy Sullivan

Reader: TBA
* 10:30am Worship—Wapsi-Ana Park
Wednesday, October 21

*  6:00pm Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Annette Wheeler
Reader: 8th Grade Student

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours

Lois: M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F— 9-noon.
Kaileen: M, Tue, Th 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney

blumlwa@gmail.com (319) 389-6153
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer

njldouglas@hotmail.com (319) 551-3358

Kaileen Weaver

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  (951) 553-5728
Brie Wittenburg

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186
Lois Ocenosak

stpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.



Because of this, Gentiles, foreigners, and those Jews who
had no real power or were considered sinners, like tax-
collectors and prostitutes, replaced the “righteous Jews”
as the king’s guests.

Matthew also includes the king’s (God’s) fury when
he has the armies sent to destroy the city of those who
murdered the servant(s). This is an obvious reference to
the destruction of Jerusalem which occurred in 70 CE at
the hands of the Romans. The evangelist tells his
community living outside destroyed Jerusalem, most
likely in Antioch, Syria, that the Jews had been punished
for their refusal to accept Jesus as the Messiah. They
refused to come to the banquet. Matthew desperately
wants the members of his community, Jew and Gentile
alike, to accept Jesus as Messiah and live in the reign of
heaven.

Matthew uses the phrase “kingdom of heaven”
intentionally to avoid speaking the ineffable name of
“YHWH,” and to emphasize the dual aspects contained
in Jesus mission. The kingdom that Jesus came to
establish is on one hand already present and able to be
entered into here and now, and on the other hand is
something that will be possessed only by those members
who can stand the scrutiny of the final judgment. This
allegory is not only a statement about God’s judgment
already meted out against Israel but a warning to
Matthew’s church. Matthew also uses this phrase

Does it strike you as odd that the wedding hall is filled
with guests who are good and bad alike? If we recall the
parable on the weeds and the wheat, we might get a
similar sense from this story. In terms of justice, God
desires for all to exist in the presence of the kingdom. It
is an encouragement for us to be patient while allowing
God to do the feeding and the sorting.

Taking it to heart:

As a family, do you merely engage in the necessity of
eating, or do allow yourselves the intimacy of
regularly sharing a meal? Are you satisfied by the
food you put into your body or are you craving
something more...? Has the Great Covid Pause
changed your behavior?

Discuss a time someone helped you out of a prison or
dark place, or waited patiently on you while you were
in crisis.

Recall a time you remained faithful to someone or a
principle while others scoffed at you. What did you
learn from the experience?

Describe how you help convince people that the banquet
of God is being served today and extend a welcome
to that banquet.

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through three
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images and
feelings emerge in your imagination?) “If we are to remain faithful to
the gospel, we have to adjust its spiritual code to the new
shape of the universe. It has ceased to be the formal garden
from which we are temporarily banished by a whim of the

Creator. It has become the great work in process of
completion which we have to save by saving ourselves.” The
most fundamental task of our age is to forge a union between
evolution and Christianity, if we are to go forward toward the
fullness of God. It became increasingly evident to Teilhard (de
Chardin) that if Christ is to remain at the center of our faith in
an evolutionary universe, then this cosmic Christ must begin
to offer himself for our adoration as the “evolutive” Christ—
Christ the Evolver. The one who is in evolution is himself the
cause and center of evolution and its goal.

llia Delio, FSA, (2011-11-09). The Emergent Christ. Orbis Books.
Kindle Edition (820-822).

Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and
Eucharist, is a declaration of the consensus achieved
by Lutherans and Catholics as the result of ecumenical
dialogue between the two communions between 1965
and 2015.

III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIALOGUES— ELABORATED AND DOCUMENTED

A. Church

8. Catholics and Lutherans agree that the church on earth combines
audible and visible elements with profound spiritual realities that
remain hidden from empirical investigation and perception. Previous
agreements of this Declaration have concerned essential audible
realities of the church, such as the proclaimed gospel by which the
church is gathered (No. 3) and the church’s continuous profession of
the apostolic and evangelical faith (No. 4). The latter agreement,
echoing also later (in No. 6), affirms as well the central role in both
of our churches of practices with perceptible, embodied components,
such as baptism, the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist, exercising the keys
for the forgiveness of sins, and designating and ordaining members
for the pastoral office of preaching, sacramental celebration, and
pastoral care. A further perceptible element at the very center of the
lives of believers and communities in both our churches are the
Scriptures that we take to be inspired and canonical (No. 5).Also
both our traditions avoid identifying the church exclusively with
visible structures and outward manifestations. Although some early
Lutheran polemics rejected identifying the church with the ordained
hierarchy, Lutherans have always denied that the church is a kind of
“Platonic republic.” Instead, the church can be seen where an
assembly has the visible “marks” of the Word, confession and
sacraments (Church and Justification, §§ 69-70).16 Post-
Reformation Catholics were concerned to avoid prioritizing an
exclusively spiritual reality of the church and consequently
emphasized the church as a visible reality marked by creed,
sacramental structure and hierarchical leadership. But Catholics also
affirm an indissoluble link between the visible assembly and the
mystery of its life shared in communion with God, which is the
spiritual and transcendent reality of the church. This and the visible
social community relate to each other in a manner analogous to the
relation between Christ’s divine and human natures, which are
inseparable but distinct. In the church, the ecclesial society never
fully envelops the “community of salvation” (Church and
Justification, § 144; LG 8 and UR 3). Lutherans and Catholics agree
that in this world the profound reality of the church, which is sharing
the triune divine life in Christ and with Christ (Nos. 1 and 2, above),
is hidden. Only the eye of faith can recognize that an assembly is
indeed an assembly of the people of God where God is at work
through word and sacrament. The salvation community of believers
in Christ, made one body in Christ and a temple of the Holy Spirit
(No. 1, above), is not recognizable by earthly standards, and
furthermore it remains hidden because sin, which is also present in
the church, makes ascertaining the community of salvation’s
membership uncertain (Church and Justification, §§ 140-141, and
147).

--Find someone from another faith tradition and discuss this
agreement.


http://tinyurl.com/ms5eajw

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Wednesday 6:00 P.M.
Sunday 9:00 A.M.

10:30 A.M Wapsi-Ana Park
Call or email the church office for a reservation.

Taped service is also available on YouTube,
Facebook and website.

We will be celebrating our
100th Anniversary soon.

We have been asking everyone for any pictures
pertaining to events that took place at St. Paul’s...
wedding, baptisms, birthdays, anniversaries, Sunday
School programs, VBS, any newspaper clippings.

To give us time to organize them into booklets we
would like them by the end of this year! You may
bring them to the office, or you may send them
electronically if possible to
“stpaulanamosa@gmail.com”. Please include your
names (women'’s maiden name for weddings) and
the date of the event. If you have any questions, you
may call me at 462-4223....please leave a message
and [ will return your call. Please help us make this a
very special event for St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Thank You. Jan Allaire

CROP HUNGER WALK

This year’s Croe1 Walk is

Sunday, October 11™ at 2:00 PM.

We meet at the shelter by the Monticello
swimming pool on South Cedar Street.
Registration is at 1:30. This is a great way to
combine socially distanced fellowship, the
great outdoors, and doing something about
world hunger. Twenty-five percent of the
proceeds go to local food pantries. Money
raised by the Crop Walk will help to feed
hungry people around the world. The results
will be global. Face masks please.

Packets for registration are available
at the back of the church.

Make checks payable to Crop Walk.
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