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October 17, 2021    21th Sunday of Pentecost 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

Join us for worship  
with Bishop Current! 

 

Southeast Iowa Synod, Bishop 
Amy Current, will be with us for 
worship and to preach on Wed., 
Nov. 3, 6:00 pm and Sun., Nov. 
7, 8:30 and 10:30 indoor 
services.   
 

Bishop Amy has a real heart 
for the Gospel and creating 
community. Come join us for 
joyful prayer and praise! We 
expect more worshippers than 
usual, and given the ongoing 
higher than usual incidence of 
viruses in our community, we 
ask you to plan to wear a mask 
while inside the church space.  
 

We are among a few churches 
who will have this opportunity 
this year so we want to welcome 
everyone, even the unvaccinated 
in our families. Help us create a 
safer space by wearing a mask. 
The older WD4 grades will 
attend, and 3rd/4th graders will 
receive personal Bibles during 
the Wednesday service. 

Congratulations Brie Wittenburg and Marshall Fowler 
Brie and Marshall exchanged vows on Saturday, October 9th at 2:00 pm at 

Pinicon Ridge Park in Central City. Pastor Rodney Bluml officiated the 

ceremony. Witnesses were Courtney Hendricks and Ronin Watson and many 

family and friends. 

Bishop Amy Current 
Southeastern Iowa Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Rev. Amy Current is a pastor in The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) and has served the Southeastern Iowa Synod in the office of bishop 
since 2020. She is a graduate of Concordia College, Moorhead, MN (B.A.) and 
Wartburg Theological Seminary (M.Div.). 
 

Prior to her role as bishop, Current served as vice president for admissions and 
student services at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. She also 
served in various leadership roles at Wartburg Seminary including director for 
financial aid and stewardship formation, director for public communications, 
and interim director of the Center for Youth Ministries. Born and raised in North 
Dakota, Amy was honored to serve as pastor of Maple Sheyenne Lutheran 
Church in Harwood, N.D., as pastor of Golden Ridge Lutheran Church, Fargo, 
N.D., and Congregational Lutheran United Church, Gardner, N.D. 
 

Bishop Current serves on the boards of Grand View University, Lutheran 
Services in Iowa, Wartburg College, and Unity Point Health - Des Moines. 
 

Bishop Current is married to Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere, who serves as professor of 
biblical interpretation at Wartburg Theological Seminary. They have two 
children, Isaac and Shonagh Current Giere. The family has two miniature 
Australian shepherds, Archie and Otis.  
 

Bishop Current enjoys reading novels, kayaking, snowshoeing, walking, sharing 
meals, lingering in conversation, watching tv and exploring through travel.  
 

About the Southeastern Iowa Synod 

The Southeastern Iowa Synod is one of 65 synods of one of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America one of the largest Christian denominations in the 

United States. The Southeastern Iowa Synod is a network of 136 congregations, 
campus and outdoor ministries, and other worshipping communities in 38 
counties throughout central and southeastern Iowa. With over 88,000 baptized 

members, the Southeastern Iowa Synod exists to unite the work of 
congregations, provide regional support and strengthen ongoing local ministries. 
For ongoing news and events, visit: www.seiasynod.org 
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When: Sunday, October 31st 
Time: 3-5pm 
Place: Parking Lot of C.E. building 
Who: All Are Welcome  

 
 

We will be hosting our Community Wide Trunk or Treat event this year. 
We are looking for individuals, groups or businesses to host a trunk and 
pass out candy or goodies.  
 

If you would not like to host a trunk but would like to donate goodies or 
candy that is welcome too.  
 

You can find a sign-up sheet in the office, the back of the church or 
contact Kaileen Weaver for any questions or to sign-up via phone.  
Looking forward to a Great Community Event!  
 

            Kaileen Weaver (951) 533-5728 
            cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

 

Trunk or Treat 

Missions Trip 2022 Registration  Info:  
 

Where: Quad Cities, IL 
When: July 24th-29th 
Who: 7th graders – 12th graders  
Deadline to Register: Monday, October 18th 
Deposit Amount:  $100 due on October 18th  

 

We are excited to offer our 2022 missions trip that will include our 
middle schoolers this time around! I personally was able to attend my first 
missions trip with Youthworks last summer and wow, talk about a heart 
felt, relationship building, eye opening, fun, faith based filled trip with our 
young people! Please do not let the destination hinder your choice as no 
matter where we go, it is the people that we reach and the relationships 
that we build that matter and make a lasting impression! Please feel free 
to contact myself (Kaileen) or Pastor Rodney with any questions or 
concerns you or your young person may have. 
 

With a Smile,  
Kaileen Weaver 
951-553-5728 cell #  
 

Rodney Bluml 
319-462-4841 office #  
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GriefShare meets on Tuesday evenings at 
6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE 
building. If you would like to attend please 
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358. (GriefShare will not meet Nov. 2) 
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Items 
needed this week:  canned vegetables, 
canned fruits, beef stew, Mac & Cheese, and 
personal care items. . You may drop off 
food donations to the church office during 
regular business hours or during WD4. 
Please place items under the table in the 
entryway. A church member will contact 
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.  

 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For Vicki Schumar (daughter of Jan Allaire), 
for Kasen grandson of Vickie & Gary 
Behnke, and those recovering from natural 
disasters and COVID.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

First Reading:  The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 53: 4-11   NIV 
 Isaiah was writing in the 6th century BC shortly after the Persian King, 
Cyrus, had entered Babylon and conquered it. Cyrus proclaimed freedom 
for the Israelites and even made provisions to rebuild the Temple in 
Jerusalem that the Babylonians had earlier destroyed.  Because of this 
unexpected deliverance from exile and oppression, Isaiah pronounced 
Cyrus the anointed (messiah) of Yahweh. In the Jewish understanding of 
messiah, Cyrus truly was their deliverer and restorer. At the same time, 
this thought was shocking to the Jewish sensibilities because Cyrus was 
not Jewish or even a believer in Yahweh. The intriguing doctrine 
reiterated by Isaiah is that Yahweh even uses non-believers to do His 
will. Indeed, Yahweh is the God of all. 
 The short section of chapter 53 presented today speaks of one who 
will deliver his people because he is a suffering servant to all, willing to 
carry the burden and affliction incurred by the sinful. In the eyes of 
Isaiah, the righteous Israelites would be signs to the Gentiles (non-Jews) 
by bearing the sin of the guilty, and the conversion of many unbelievers 
would result. Isaiah proclaimed that the Israelite’s faithfulness to 
Yahweh and elaborate penitential rituals while in exile would draw 
others to faith. This was also born out in Cyrus, a Gentile who did not 
know enough of Yahweh to even believe in Him, yet whose 
righteousness bore the sin of both the Babylonians and the Israelites. He 
was sent by God to be a servant for all nations by enabling the Jews to 
return to Jerusalem and fulfill their destiny as God’s light in the world. 
 
Psalm 91:9-16 
 
 Second Reading: The letter to the Hebrew Christians 4:14-16, 5:1-10 
 The author of this letter was writing to a Hebrew Christian audience 
sometime towards the end of the first century.  Their relationships with 
the Jews were tense, and the author could very well have been trying to 
show how the Christian Way was better than the Old Law and Jewish 
religion.  
 In today’s reading, the author is describing how Jesus Christ through 
his sacrificial offering became the once for all high priest who 
accomplished what all the elaborate sacrificial rituals of the ancient 
Israelites could not do: namely, inaugurate a new covenant based on 
righteousness before God. In Himself, Jesus abolished the need for the 
Jewish traditions, rituals, and high priests. 
 This section focuses on Christ the High Priest’s mercy and the fact 
that his once-for-all sacrifice was significant primarily because he was 
fully human. The High Priest in Jesus’ day was quite removed from the 
daily suffering and work of the common folk. He was part of a group 
who had elevated themselves to positions of honor and opulence, 
collecting taxes from all Jewish people to support the upkeep of the 

 

Introduction: Today’s gospel starts with disciples 
obsessing over who will be closest to Jesus, leading to 
Jesus teaching his followers about God’s take on 
importance and power. Here Jesus makes it explicit 
that the reversal of values in God’s community is a 
direct challenge to the values of the dominant culture, 
where wielding power over others is what makes you 
great. When we pray “your kingdom come” we are 
praying for an end to tyranny and oppression. We pray 
this gathered around the cross, a sign of great shame 
transformed to be the sign of great honor and service.  

The LCC Tree Walk is just a couple months 
away and for now, I am assuming it will be 
held.  My question is will we have enough 
people willing to help if we open up the 
St. Paul Cafe'?  I am willing to organize as 
in the past but can't do it by myself.  If you 
would plan to help out for a shift, please 
let me or Lois know by Nov. 1st. You can 
email me at deb.hardersen@gmail.com or 
call or email Lois 319-462-4841 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

Brothers & Sisters 
 

Greetings! Thank you for the work 
you do in the name of Jesus and 
thank you for your recent gift and 
ongoing support of Free Indeed. On 
behalf of Pastor Stadtlander and the 
Outside Council, we are grateful for 
your partnership in this ministry.  
 

Pastor Chad Whaley 

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, October 13 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Darla Algoe 
   Reader: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora 
 6:00pm WD4 
 
 

Sunday, October 17 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Stout 
  Greeter:  Dale & Pat Jensen 
  Reader & Prayers: Pat Jensen 
  PowerPoint: Grant Lubben 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep:  
  Greeter:  Clapp/Dales Families 
  Reader & Prayers: Sally Clapp 
   

Tuesday, October 19 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, October 20 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Ken & Pam Humpal 
   Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler 
   PowerPoint: WD4 8th grade 
 6:00pm WD4 
 

Thursday, October 21 
 3:00pm HACAP Distribution 
 

Sunday, October 24 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson 
  Greeter: Don & Deb Hardersen 
  Reader & Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
  Greeter: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
  Reader: Ralph Andresen   

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

Temple and even building a separate bridge between their houses 
and the Temple Mount which held the Holy of Holies (the part of the 
Temple where God’s presence was manifest in the Ark of the 
Covenant) so he wouldn’t have to mix with the squalor of folks in 
the streets. This kind of authority had been passed down in the 
family; it was not earned nor given because the people had respect 
for the person.  
 In contrast to this aloof, untouchable high priest who was 
supposed to offer sacrifice and prayer on behalf of the people, Jesus 
sits now at God’s right hand (the symbolic seat of honor and 
prestige) because he took on the condition of those whom he served. 
In this place of glory, he deals with humans in a merciful way. 
{We’ll see this image come up in the dialogue between Jesus, James 
and John. It reflects an earthly understanding of hierarchical power.}  
Because of Jesus, we once again know God’s unconditional love. 
 
 Gospel:  Mark 10: 35-45  NIV 
 Cyrus, King of Persia, conqueror, was proclaimed a great leader 
by the Israelites because he was compassionate and a servant to the 
Jewish people. Despite being a warring conqueror, he did not take 
them into slavery but released them to their own destiny. Mark’s 
Gospel message speaks of servant leadership 500 years after King 
Cyrus died, and the message is taught at the expense of two of Jesus’ 
dearest friends and disciples, James and John. They have been with 
Jesus for nearly three years. They have listened to him speak 
repeatedly about the nature of his messiah-ship; that it is not one of a 
conqueror/deliverer, but rather one of a suffering servant (see Isaiah 
53, the first reading). And still, they do not grasp the import of 
Isaiah’s message that Jesus is echoing:  the first shall be last, the 
leaders must serve, prostitutes and tax collectors (sinners) are 
entering the Kingdom of God before you…. These brothers, the sons 
of Zebedee, act in a culturally natural way when they try to advance 
in honor within the group, asking Jesus to reward their loyalty with 
places of honor in his cabinet. Their apparent indifference to the 
other group members might seem strange to us, especially when we 
think “these were the apostles; aren’t they bound together in their 
holiness?”  But within this faction, like any faction of their day, 
members had a great allegiance to the group leader but rarely did 
they have loyalty to the other group members. Cultural holiness can 
often look much different than holiness in the Kingdom of God. 
 The followers of Jesus are asked:  “Can you drink the cup from 
which I must drink or be baptized with the same baptism?”  In other 
words, will you follow me all the way, even to death? Will you 
accept your given lot in this crusade? Will you be a righteous one 
who aligns yourself with the outcasts and sinners in order to help 
carry their burdens? Jesus could not explain it clearly enough 
because his teaching went outside the categories his disciples were 
used to, but the image he used drew on the practice in their culture 
whereby the head of the household poured the wine into everyone’s 
cups. Each person was expected to drink what the master provided; 
it was their lot in the family and it was a metaphor for how a son was 
to receive his role and duty. And so, Jesus could not grant the honor 
they sought; only God could.   
 Today’s passage follows the encounter with the rich young man 
whose difficulty was with external signs of righteousness and 
possessing blessing. James and John have a similar problem with 
possessions, except theirs deals with power, advancement in the 
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organization, and security. Jesus’ disciples had a difficult 
time choosing to follow him when they began to glimpse 
the reality that standing against the non-gospel value of 
“lording power over others” would inevitably lead to 
severe hardship and even death. In the kingdom Jesus 
came to build, authority is achieved through integrity, 
humility, honor, and respect for God, not through the 
imposition of power. To be Christian means to be a 
servant, as the Messiah was.  It is as true today as it was 
then!  
 But today, it seems that very few in our culture 
experience a baptism of scorn, brutality, or exclusion 
because they choose to follow Jesus. While this seems to 
be true, some realists say that the culture of the United 
States is becoming more hostile towards faith-filled 
people. If hardships due to faith come to pass in your 
lifetime, will you remain a disciple of Jesus? 
 

Taking it home: 

¨ Think of three ways you currently serve others from a 
Christian Spirit. Parents, are you modeling Christian 
service to your (confirmation candidate) children? 

¨ Recall a time you stood up for a gospel virtue and it led 
to some hardship.  From where did you draw strength? 

¨ Have you known someone whose ability to endure 
hardship or burdens due to other’s sinfulness left a 
lasting impression?  

¨ Take a simple survey of your friends to see if some 

might secretly be suffering because they practice the 

Christian faith. Sometimes this comes at the hands and 

mouths of family members and even spouses. If you 

have been secretly suffering, take a risk to share that 

with someone from the faith who can potentially 

support you. Pain shared is suffering divided. 

 

 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three 

times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge 
in you?)  
 
 “The human ego prefers anything, just about anything, to 
falling, or changing, or dying. The ego is that part of you 
that loves the status quo – even when it's not working. It 
attaches to past and present and fears the future.”  
― Richard Rohr, Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the 
Two Halves of Life 
 
“If unconditional love, loyalty, and obedience are the 
tickets to an eternal life, then my black Labrador, Venus, 
will surely be there long before me, along with all the dear 
animals in nature who care for their young at great cost to 
themselves and have suffered so much at the hands of 
humans.”  
― Richard Rohr, Immortal Diamond: The Search for Our 
True Self 

Members of St. Paul: A while back we asked all 
our members to write up a small paragraph on 
when they became members of St. Paul, and to 
list all the areas that they have been a part: 
serving on a committee, helping our with 
Sunday School, VBS, Choir, helping with 
lunches for any reason, anything that had to do 
with church.  
 

Also if you were married at St. Paul, we would 
like your wedding picture. The information we 
are collecting will go into the scrapbook for our 
100th Anniversary Celebration.  
 

We would like to have a contribution from all 
our members, please do your part and share this 
information with Lois or me. If you have any 
questions, please call us Jan 462-4223, Lois 462
-4841. It would be helpful to have this 
information by October 30, 2021.    
 

         Thank You Jan Allaire 

100th Anniversary 

St. Paul Men’s Craft Aft Bagsational Tournament 
How about some fellowship time? The St. Paul Men’s 
Craft Aft unofficial sponsor “Bag’s O’ Fun Chicharrons” 
is calling for a Cornhole Bags Tournament on Sunday, 
October 24 beginning at noon. Weather permitting, we’ll 
gather at Curtis & Kaileen Weaver’s house (104 
Nasinus Rd., Anamosa) at noon and spill over into 
Remley Woods Park immediately behind their house for 
our afternoon of fun. Bring your family; there will be 
plenty for the youth to do too.  
 

Pulled pork and hotdogs will be available. We ask you 
to bring your own beverages, a bag of something to 
share (and/or a covered dish), and a desire to laugh a 
little bit. If you have cornhole bags and boards you’d be 
willing to bring, let us know that too. We’re hoping to 
have at least 5 games going at a time. Introduce a new 
member, a newly married friend, or a curious co-worker 
to us. Your $5 donation to play bags will go to 
Anamosa Lunches for Youth (ALY), a local volunteer 
group that works with the schools to help feed kids 
when school is out of session.  
 

RSVP Curtis (608) 295-4388 or  
Rodney (319) 389-6153 or Jason (319) 533-3189  
by Friday, Oct. 22.     
 

We look forward to hearing from you.   
A fun time is “in the bag!” 
 

Sincerely, 
Curtis, Jason, Dustin, Shawn, and PRod 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21619084
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21619084
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Bridges of Jones County Crop Walk 2021 
 

This year’s Crop Walk was Sunday, October 10th 
 

It is not too late to make a donation. Twenty-five percent of the 
proceeds go to local food pantries. Money raised by the Crop 
Walk will help to feed hungry people around the world. The 
results will be global.  
 

Packets for registration are still available at the back of the 
church. Donations can be left at the church office.  Thank you 
 

Make checks payable to Crop Walk. 

Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (indoor) 
8:30 a.m Sunday (indoor) 

*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* At Wapsiana park through the fall. 
Inside if you get an email due to weather. 

 


