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Outdoor Worship in Wapsi-Ana Park continues 
10:30 a.m. Sundays   

 
Abbreviated Return to In-Person Worship  

(full protocol on website at blue button link,  
scroll down on page 1, or under the More Tab) 

 

One 9:00 a.m. Sunday service will be offered, weekly 
alternating liturgical styles (contemporary/traditional). 
 

One Wednesday 6:00 p.m. service with one WD4 class, 
and fourteen pews (including balcony) designated for 
occupancy by additional attendees (approximately 
25). The designated pews will be every other, 
alternating left and right within a section, and marked 
by a white circle.  
 

Attendance will be by reservation through the St. Paul 
Office Each Week. To place your request, contact the 
office via email (stpaulanamosa@gmail.com) or phone 
(319-462-4841) by Friday 10:00 a.m. for Sunday 
services or Tuesday 10:00 a.m. for Wednesday 
services. Please indicate who will be in your party; 
family clusters of three adults or less will be counted 
as one pew.  We will work to rotate the reservations 
through the members, so realize that you will not be 
able to attend every time you request. With patience, 
this will become a prayerful experience.  
 

The Wednesday service will be recorded and posted 
online. 
 

 Report to the usher’s station in the vestibule to have 
your temperature checked before entering the 
church.   

 

 Everyone wears masks when in the church building, 
except ministers when addressing the congregation.   

 

 Please be considerate of others and stay home if you 
are not feeling well. 

 

 The Pulse is distributed for individual use and is to 
be taken home. Extra Pulses will be kept at the 
entryway of the CE building during the week. • 

 

Trunk or Treat 
 

I wanted to reach out and let you know that we 
will be hosting our Annual Trunk or Treat this year 
on Saturday, October 31st from 3-5pm in the big 
gravel parking lot on the corner of Huber & East 
Cedar streets in  Anamosa.    
We are looking for families, individuals or local 
businesses/programs that would like to host a 
trunk. We will have 2 sanitizing stations (1 upon 
entry and one by the food distribution station) 
and also have masks available. Masks are strong-
ly encouraged. We will also have cones placed 
around the parking lot and signs letting people 
know we are social distancing. We will be provid-
ing a pre-wrapped hot dog, individual bag of chips 
and juice box along with a craft to be taken home 
instead of games like we usually have. Please 
feel free to reach out to me with any questions 
you may have.  
 

If you would like to host a trunk you can sign up 
inside the C.E. building or via email by sending 
me your name and that you would like to host a 
trunk. 
 

Kaileen Weaver  
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
319-462-4841 

mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com


 

 

First Reading:  The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 45:1-7  NIV 
 

 Cyrus of Persia is a unique character in the Hebrew Scripture 
because he is a Gentile and a pagan king whom Isaiah the prophet 
identifies as a masia’h, an “anointed one” of God (Messiah in Hebrew, 
Christ in Greek). The Jewish people had been taken into exile by the 
Babylonians following the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 
586 BCE. While in exile, the Israelites questioned why they were being 
punished. They wanted to make sense out of their suffering. The 
prophet Isaiah, who was apparently in exile with them, told the Jews 
that they were being purified, purged of their sinfulness (greed, 
idolatry, lack of compassion) in order to return to Jerusalem as the light 
for all nations.  
 For more than forty years, the Israelites pined for their homeland, 
Zion (the more ancient name for Jerusalem), as they sat by the waters 
of Babylon. They struggled to see how their God, YHWH, was still 
active in their lives. Finally, in about 539 BCE, a mighty force from 
Persia in the east (modern day Iran), swept across Babylon and 
destroyed it.  In order to be proclaimed king of Babylon, Cyrus ritually 
grasped the right hand of a statue of the pagan god, Bel-Marduk. As 
king, Cyrus then declared freedom for the Jews and made it possible for 
them to return to their homeland. 
 The Jews couldn’t make sense out of this experience because Cyrus 
was not of the House of David (a Jew,) so Isaiah borrowed from the 
Babylonian ritual to interpret Yahweh’s actions with Cyrus. While 
Cyrus did not know it, he was acting for the Jewish God Yahweh and it 
was Yahweh who had grasped his right hand, giving him power and 
authority. Because of this, Cyrus was indeed the anointed one of 
Yahweh and could rightfully preside over the reestablishment of Israel. 
Israel had to deal with the concept that their Messiah was not of Jewish 
lineage. {A significant note that is perhaps confusing for Christians: the 
Hebrew Scriptures or Old Testament never uses Messiah as a title for 
the promised one to herald the final age of Israel. The title is reserved 
principally for those who are anointed as Yahweh’s chosen leader:  
kings, prophets, and certain priests like Eli and Samuel. The Jews, 
therefore, are always seeking to identify a Messiah.} 
 Another line is repeated by the Lord through Isaiah several times: “I 
am the Lord and there is no other.”  In an age of pantheons and cult 
gods, Isaiah is at pains to refute any and all evidence that earthly kings 
or gods operate outside the influence of Israel’s God. All are in service 
of the One God, YHWH, whether they realize it or not. 
 

Psalm 96:1-9 
 

Second Reading:  Paul’s First letter to the Christian community in 
Thessalonica, Greece 1:1-10 {NIV                               
 

 Last week, we finished reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians 
and now move to excerpts from his letter to the Thessalonians. This 
Christian community was the first established by Paul in Europe and 
became the recipient of perhaps his earliest letter, written in about 50 

 

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table 
in the parking lot lower level of the CE 
building, weather permitting. Masks are 
not mandatory but social distancing will 
be enforced. This will be talking sessions 
only. All are welcome. 
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and 
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa 
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call 462-4343. They are in need of 
green beans, pork & beans, canned 
tomatoes.   
 

Forks & Friends: Because of the 
uncertainty of the flu season, COVID 19 
restrictions, and the prediction of a 
colder, snowier winter, the Forks and 
Friends board has decided to serve a 
special hot meal (drive-thru) on October 
22.  That will be the last meal served by 
Forks and Friends until spring.  Watch 
for the spring dates to be announced. 
This was not an easy decision, but feel it 
is in the best interests of those attending 
and those volunteering. 
 

Becky Weimer, Forks and Friends 

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

Chris Holz and Lynn Rickels, and for all 
facing challenges from the corona virus 
and natural disasters.  
To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

Introduction: In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler 
Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees try to 
trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him 
and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us 
that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly 
authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in 
the service of God and for the sake of the world.  

The Pulse will be published weekly 
the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.  

Happy Birthday: Beverly Beener, wife 
of Pastor Beener, will turn 90 years old 
on October 18th. Though they moved 
to be near their children, they both 
remain close to many from St Paul 
community. If you would like to wish 
Bev a happy 90th Birthday, send her a 
card at this address: 300 Claymoor 
Road, Unit C1, Hinsdale, Illinois 
60521 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

CE. Paul, Sylvanus, and Timothy had been expelled from Philippi and 
so traveled the 100 miles west to Thessalonica, a large, thriving, 
cosmopolitan port city. The Jewish community there had a synagogue, 
and according to Acts 17, it was where Paul began preaching the 
Good News of Jesus the resurrected Christ. In a matter of three weeks, 
his preaching became so effective that a riot broke out among the 
Jews and they expelled him from that city, too. Timothy and Sylvanus 
remained for a short period of time to reassure those who had been 
baptized. Paul fled to Athens and then Corinth, from where he 
apparently wrote this letter just a few months after leaving 
Thessalonica. He wanted to extend his heartfelt gratitude for their 
hospitality, fidelity to the message of Christ, and their loving 
treatment of each other despite controversies. 
 In the context of this letter, Paul explains that the foundation for 
their fidelity is the fact that they received the Good News as a way of 
living rather than as a mere set of rules to be obeyed. In other words, 
Christianity is the person of the risen Christ alive and active in the 
world through those who profess his name. That is why the movement 
at that time was referred to as “The Way.”   Later, this will be 
reflected in Jn. 14:6 -- I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life…. 
{Followers of Jesus weren’t officially referred to as Christians until 
about 110 CE.} 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 22:15-21  NIV 
 

 In the first reading, Isaiah was attempting to make sense out of a 
foreign king’s power by explaining that Yahweh was really the one 
orchestrating the activity, even if the players didn’t realize it. In the 
gospel passage today, Jesus is faced with a similar dilemma 500 years 
later. 
 Paying taxes to the emperor of Rome was problematic for the Jews 
living in the occupied territory of Jerusalem. The taxes were being 
taken out of the country and used to support the very army that was 
oppressing them. In addition, paying tribute to Rome implied for the 
Jew that there was someone more sovereign than their God. To make 
matters worse, Caesar even claimed to be divine, which was 
blasphemy in its rawest form. Righteous Jews could not heed the 
authority of a pagan, bow down to another’s god, or financially 
support the efforts of a blasphemer. 
 Remember as you listen that the Pharisees and chief priests were 
trying to trap Jesus so they could publicly discredit (dishonor) him and 
rid themselves of his challenge to their authority.  The Herodians were 
the supporters of Herod Antipas, the local Jewish puppet ruler, who 
joined the Pharisees in their opposition to Jesus.  If Jesus had 
responded to their question with, “No, you should not pay the tax,” he 
would have been charged by the Romans with sedition – inciting 
others to rebel against the state authority (this is actually the charge 
for which Jesus is later put on trial.)  Had he responded with “Yes, 
pay the tax,” he would have been giving credibility to Caesar as 
sovereign leader while violating the Jewish covenantal law which 
holds YHWH as sovereign and losing face with the Jewish populace 
who detested the tax. 
 But Jesus being versed in the Jewish tradition, including the 
writings of Isaiah, called upon the wisdom of the teaching and in his 
response acknowledged that the state, or civil authority, has a rightful 
place in society, but cannot lay claim to what belongs to God. For that 
reason, the people should support the efforts of the civil authority but 
not confuse who is really in control.  In other words, the power of the 
state exists to serve the purposes of God, whether the people know it 
or not; they do not supplant God’s authority, and the best state leaders 

 

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours  
 

Lois:     M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F– 9-noon.  
Kaileen:  M, Tue, Th  8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)   
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.  

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com    (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com   (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728 
Brie Wittenburg  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE 
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will 
return your call ASAP.  

Sunday Outdoor Service at Wapsi-Ana 
Park will be at 10:30 A.M. on October 18th. 
An e-blast will be sent by 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday if there is a cancelation.  
 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or 
Facebook.  

(For reservations call/email parish office) 
 

Sunday, October 18   
 9:00am Worship  (reservations only) 
  Ushers: CJ & Stacy Sullivan 
  Reader: Lois Ocenosak 
 10:30am Worship—Wapsi-Ana Park 
 4:00pm Confirmation Meeting 
 

Monday, October 19 
 2:30pm Wisdom Pattern Book Study 
 

Tuesday, October 20 
 1:30pm Scripture study  LL CE or Zoom 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE 
 8:00pm AA—LL CE 
 

Wednesday, October 21 
 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
  Ushers: Annette Wheeler 
  Reader: 8th Grade Student 
 6:00pm WD4 CE building 
 
 

Sunday, October 25 
 9:00am Worship  (reservations only) 
    Ushers: Nancy Douglas, Carlene Vavricek 
  Reader: Nancy Douglas 
 10:30am Worship—Wapsi-Ana Park 
 

Wednesday, October 28 
 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
  Ushers: Fred Austin 
  Reader: Kaileen Weaver 



 

 

are those who give deference to God in their decisions. 
Jesus even goes so far as to say that a ruler has no power 
except that which is given “from above,” a point he 
makes explicitly to Pontius Pilate, the Roman procurator 
in Jerusalem, during his trial prior to the crucifixion (Jn 
19: 11).  
 The debate ends there because the Pharisees find 
nothing in his response that they can refute. 
On another level, they were probably a bit troubled in 
their own consciences because they were interacting with 
the Roman administration of Judea by handling this 
money with Caesar’s graven image on it in the Temple 
precinct. This practice was tolerated to keep the Temple 
sacrifices pure but of course led to dishonest exchange 
practices. Few moral questions are as easy to answer as 
they initially appear. 
 
Taking it home: 
 

--Sit down with somebody today and discuss how God may have 
been present during a difficult time in your life. Invite the other 
person to help you see clearly. 

 
--Does this match your experience:  Most common turn off for 

relationships cited by people – foul language and derogatory 
remarks. What is it about the use of foul language that makes 
people react so negatively? Could it have something to do with 
lack of respect? 

 
--Paul affirms the Thessalonians. When you interact with people 

today, or throughout the week, find something to say that is 
affirming to each person. Challenge yourself to move to less 
superficial observations like, “You’re a good listener” or “I like 
when you share your ideas because they challenge me,” or “I 
enjoy being with you because….” 

 
--Make a list of things you think rightfully belong to God and will 

one day need to be returned (ex. Life, praise, creation, beauty, 
your classic car…) How do you actually determine what 
belongs to the government and what belongs to God and what 
belongs to you? Revisit the teaching on stewardship. 

 
--change your perspective. During the next political related news 

report, take a deep breath; name a positive thing or two that our 
local, state, and federal governments have done to better 
society. 

 
--Take out some currency, look at it and consider what you have 
spent your money on recently. Have you rendered to Caesar or to 
God? 

 
Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through three 
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images and 
feelings emerge in your imagination?)   

Evolution means that Christ is not yet complete and we 
are not complete. In Jesus, God’s self-communication to 
creation explodes into history. Evolution assumes an 
explicit direction. God evolves the universe and brings it 
to its completion through the instrumentality of human 
beings. Jesus is the Christ, the climax of that long 
development whereby the world becomes aware of itself 
and comes into the direct presence of God. 
     The teaching that Jesus is the Christ means Jesus is 
not any person but the fully integrated person in whom 
God has revealed Godself in the most complete way. In 
Jesus, the Christ becomes explicit; hence, the meaning 

of the cosmos becomes explicit as well. The whole 
creation is intended to be a unity in love in union with 
God.  Ilia Delio, FSA, (2011-11-09). The Emergent Christ. Orbis 
Books. Kindle Edition (1120+). 
 

 “As I'm coming to realize more and more, God holds 
everything together in a mysterious quantum entanglement. 
With each breath we participate in the life-death-life pattern 
that always ends in resurrection. My hope is that each of us 
will choose to participate consciously, aware of this privilege 
and delight in being co-creators with God. Just pray that I can 
do whatever God wants me to do.”   ― Richard Rohr 
 
 

  2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the reformation begun 
by Martin Luther. Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and 
Eucharist, is a declaration of the consensus achieved by Lutherans 
and Catholics as the result of ecumenical dialogue between the two 

communions between 1965 and 2015. 
 
III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC 
DIALOGUES— ELABORATED AND DOCUMENTED    

A. Church  
9. Catholics and Lutherans agree that the church on earth is 
indefectible, because it is and will be preserved by the Holy Spirit in 
all aspects essential for salvation. We share the certainty of 
Christian hope that the church, established by Christ and led by his 
Spirit, will always remain in the truth, fulfilling its mission to 
humanity for the sake of the gospel. 
 

Catholics and Lutherans have taken to heart the risen Christ’s 
promise “to be with you always, until the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:20). Accordingly, we believe firmly that with the continued 
assistance of the risen Christ through the Holy Spirit the church will 
remain until the end of time (CA VII; LG 20). Its indefectibility 
includes its perseverance in the truth of the gospel, in its life of faith, 
and in its mission. The Common Statement of U.S. dialogue, Round 
VI, Teaching Authority and Infallibility in the Church (1978), 
asserts: “Lutheran and Catholic traditions share the certainty of 
Christian hope that the Church, established by Christ and led by his 
Spirit, will always remain in the truth fulfilling its mission to 
humanity for the sake of the Gospel” (§ 28). The document 
identified places of significant convergences related to God’s 
preservation of the church in the truth: The context within which the 
Catholic doctrine of papal infallibility is understood has changed. 
Lutherans and Catholics now speak in increasingly similar ways 
about the gospel and its communication, about the authority of 
Christian truth, and about how to settle disputes concerning the 
understanding of the Christian message. One can truly speak of a 
convergence between our two traditions. The following instances of 
this convergence are significant. Our churches are agreed ... that in 
accordance with the promises given in the Scriptures and because of 
the continued assistance of the risen Christ through the Holy Spirit, 
the Church will remain until the end of time; that this perpetuity of 
the Church includes its indefectibility, i.e., its perseverance in the 
truth of the gospel, in its mission, and in its life of faith; that among 
the means by which Christ preserves the Church in the truth of the 
gospel, there is the Ministry of the Word and sacrament, which will 
never perish from the Church (§ 41). Among the means by which 
Christ, the Lord of the church, preserves his church in the truth of 
the gospel, Lutherans and Catholics attribute great importance to the 
ministry of word and sacrament, which is charged with faithful 
transmission of the gospel and teaching of Christian doctrine. This 
service will never perish from the church. Indefectible fidelity to the 
truth necessary for salvation is not an automatic, all-embracing 
quality of everything that church leaders say or endorse but is the 
result of the Holy Spirit’s guidance (cf. John 16:13), which is 
recognized by testing the church’s faith and life by the standard of 
the Word of God. 
 
--Find someone from another faith tradition and discuss this 
agreement. 

http://tinyurl.com/ms5eajw
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr


 

 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
          

Wednesday 6:00 P.M. 
 

Sunday 9:00 A.M. 
10:30 A.M Wapsi-Ana Park 

 
 

Call or email the church office for a reservation. 
 

Taped service is also available on YouTube, 
Facebook and website.  

 

We will be celebrating our  
100th Anniversary soon.  

 

We have been asking everyone for any pictures 
pertaining to events that took place at St. Paul’s…
wedding, baptisms, birthdays, anniversaries, Sunday 
School programs, VBS, any newspaper clippings.   
 

To give us time to organize them into booklets we 
would like them by the end of this year!  You may 
bring them to the office, or you may send them 
electronically if possible to 
“stpaulanamosa@gmail.com”.  Please include your 
names (women’s maiden name for weddings) and 
the date of the event.  If you have any questions, you 
may call me at 462-4223….please leave a message 
and I will return your call.  Please help us make this a 
very special event for St. Paul Lutheran Church.  
 

Thank You.  Jan Allaire 

 

This year’s Crop Walk was 
Sunday, October 11

th
.   

 

It is not too late to make a donation. Twenty-
five percent of the proceeds go to local food 
pantries. Money raised by the Crop Walk will 
help to feed hungry people around the world. 
The results will be global.  
 
Packets for registration are available  
at the back of  the church. Donations can be 
left at the church office.  
 

Make checks payable to Crop Walk.  

mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

