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October 27th, 2024  Reformation Sunday 

 

Luther rose 
The Luther rose or Luther seal is a widely recognized symbol of 
Lutheranism.  It was the seal that was designed for Martin Luther at 
the behest of John Frederick of Saxony in 1530, while Luther was 
staying at the Coburg Fortress during the Diet of Angsburg.  Lazarus 
Spengle, to whom Luther wrote his interpretation below, sent Luther a 
drawing of this seal.  Luther saw it as a compendium or expression of 
his theology and faith, which he used to authorize his correspondence.  
Luther informed Philipp Melanchthon on 15 September 1530, that the 
Prince had personally visited him in the Coburg fortress and presented 
him with a signet ring, presumably displaying the seal. 
 

Components of the seal connected to Luther earlier than 1530 
A single rose had been know as Luther’s emblem since 1520 when Wolfgang Stockel in Leipzig 
published one of Luther’s sermons with a woodcut of the reformer.  This was the first 
contemporary depiction of Marin Luther.  Luther’s doctor’s ring displayed a heart like shield, the 
symbol of the Holy Trinity. 
 
Luther’s interpretation of his seal 
And on 8 July 1530 letter to Lazarus Spengler, Luther interprets his seal: 
  
 Grace and peace from the Lord.  As you desire to know whether my painted seal, which you sent 
 to me, has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my original thought and reason 
 about why my seal is a symbol of my theology.  The first should be a black cross in the heart, 
 which retains it’s natural color, so that I myself would be reminded that faith in the Crucified 
 saves us.  “For one who believes from the heart will be justified” (Romans  10:10).  Although it is 
 indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which should also cause pain, it 
 leaves the heart in its natural color.  It does not corrupt nature, that is, 
 it does not kill but keeps alive.  “The just shall live by  faith”  (Romans 
 1:17) but by faith in the crucified.  Such a heart should stand in the 
 middle of a white rose, to show that faith ties joy, comfort, and peace.  
 In other words, it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, for this 
 faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27).  That 
 is why the rose should be white and not red, for white is the color of the 
 spirits and the angels (cf.  Matthew 28:3;  John 20:12).  Such a rose 
 should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such joy in spirit and 
 faith is a beginning of the heavenly future joy, which  begins already, but 
 is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And, around this field is a gold ring, 
 symbolizing that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has no 
 end.  Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and good, just as gold 
 is the most valuable, most precious and best metal.  This is my 
 compendium theologian (summary of theology).   I have wanted to show it 
 to you in good friendship, hoping for your appreciation.  My Christ, our 
 beloved Lord, be with you in spirit until the life hereafter.  Amen 

Luther’s Seal from a 
church in Cobstadt, 
Thuringia, Germany 
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November Birthdays 

Sebastian Goldsmith    11/7 
Joshua Von Sprecken  11/7 
Ingrid Vaughn      11/8 
Denny Oltmann           11/11 
Jody Fairbanks         11/13 
Carl Achenbach     11/14 
Mike Plueger          11/15 
Astoria Rummel     11/16 
Lynn Decious          11/17 
Bonnie Bluml      11/17 
Ed Allaire           11/20 
Pete Bungu m              11/20 

Jan Allaire      11/1 
Dale Jensen         11/1 
Noah Smith     11/1 
Enslee Steinberg    11/1 
Harper Paulsen    11/1 
Scott Chrisman    11/1 
Nancy Douglas    11/2 
Polly Chalstrom    11/2 
Gavin Austin     11/4 
Sarah Andresen    11/5 
Maddox Narramore   11/5 
Ben Coyle      11/6 

Jill Heims       11/23 
Mike Dales       11/24 
Pat Merritt       11/25 
Sydney Heims      11/25 
Daniel Lubben      11/25 
Seth Countryman     11/28 
Lonnie Osterkamp   11/30 
Scott Lubben      11/30 
Connor Capron        11/30 
Kaileen Weaver     11/30 

 

A Day of Cleaning the Church!! 
 

A special thanks to all that participated in the fall cleaning of the church this past Saturday.  
Below are some pictures and names of those that helped. 
 
Listed from left to right are Fred Austin, Ken Humpal, Linda Kenny, Morgan Austin, Brynn Austin, 
Paula Sisler, Sherri Evans, Julie Weers, Lindsey Austin, Pam Humpal, Pastor Rodney, Tom Sabotta 
and Jerry Crowe.  They all deserve a pat on the back for working like they did.  Thank you!!!  

Dinner With Friends 
 

Market at the Tap in Monticello is the place to be on Thursday, November 7th at 
5:00 pm if you would like to have dinner with some of your St. Paul friends.  Hope to 
see you there!  
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The Chosen, Season 4 

Viewing of “The Chosen,” season four, will continue 
every Sunday morning thru November 24th at 
9:20 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and conclude by 
10:25 a.m.  We will continue to follow Jesus and 
the disciples as they minister to those in Jerusalem 
and surrounding areas.  The disciples struggle with 
their own humanness and grasping who Jesus is and 
what that means. Thanks to Scott Chrisman for 
facilitating this opportunity and for leading the 
discussion. 
 

 Can Drive 
 

If you’re unable to make the Can Drive 
or want to help support our youth group 
throughout the year,  you can return 
your cans and bottles anytime to the Can 
Shed in Marion at 370 44th Street, 
Marion, IA.  1)  Return your Iowa deposit 
cans, PET bottles & glass bottles to your 
local Can Shed.  2)  When you get to the 
counter, tell the staff member that 
you’d like the value of your return to go 
to St. Paul’s Youth Group.  3)  The staff 
member will write an invoice and ask you 
to sign it.  4)  Feel good about supporting 
St. Paul’s Youth Group!!! 

All Saints Day 
Commemoration  

You are invited to contact the 
office via email at 
(stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
or phone 319-462-4841) to 
offer the name of a loved one 
who has died this past year.  
We will prayerfully remember 
her/him at liturgies on All 
Saints, October 30 & 
November 3rd along with the 
St. Paul members who have 
died since November 1, 2023.  
(Betty Lubben,  Carol 
Lambertsen, Rose Hubler 
Flaig, Doris Henderson, Jonny 
Jones, Barry Anderson, Doris 
Jean Herren, Donald Harmon, 

Dale Gerst, Joan Hollett, Rick 
Theilen, Charlotte Hoover)  

  

Listen!  God is Calling:  
Evenings of Gratitude with Bishop Current 

 

Join Bishop Current for a light dinner and an evening of 
fellowship, conversation, and gratitude for the ministry we 
share in our synod one Sunday evening in November. 
 

November 3:   Peace Lutheran Church—Pella 
November 10: Christ the King Lutheran Church—Iowa City 
November 17: Trinity Lutheran Church—Pleasant Valley 
November 24: Lutheran Church of the Good Shephard  
        in Des Moines 
 

No RSVP is needed and all are welcome! 
All events are 4:30 PM—7:00 PM 

Pounds for the Pantry Challenge 
 

We are still gathering food items for the Pantry 
Challenge.  Although we give all year long, 
this challenge only goes until December 31st.  
Remember, they take everything and weigh it and each 
pound is equivalent to $1.   
 

After December 31, a winner will be declared and they will 
become the holder of the trophy.  Please consider joining this 
special effort to support people in need.  While we might 
become the “winner,” the real winners are the people in our 
community who we help feed. 
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St Paul Finance Committee Report - September 2024 
 
Lord Jesus, Our Savior and Redeemer, we come to you with hearts filled with gratitude for 
the abundant blessings you give us each day. We acknowledge that cheerful giving is not 
an obligation but a joyful act of worship. Help us understand that our giving is an 
expression of our deep love for you and our want to further your kingdom here on 
earth. Amen. 
 
Thank you for your generous donations to St. Paul.  Your support is vital to our ongoing 
efforts to create a welcoming and inclusive space where individuals can experience God’s 
love and find solace and strength. Your faithfulness in supporting St. Paul is deeply 
appreciated.  Your gifts of time, talent, and treasures help us to make a positive impact in 
the lives of others. 
 
Monthly Financials: 
 September Balances:  General Checking $27,754.90 
           Memorial Accounts $31,195.98 
           Land Maintenance and Development $56,611.75   
 Income 9/2023 $16,095.52     Income 9/2024 $19,187.83  
 Expenses 9/2023 $25,590.97   Expenses 9/2024 $24,584.82 
 
We have gotten through the first quarter of our fiscal year at St. Paul and we are behind in 
income compared to a year ago.  Giving has been down $5,645.20 compared to a year 
ago.  We have 9 months to make up the shortfall.  I ask that we all re-evaluate the amount 
that we give, St. Paul has seen the effects of inflation also, a small increase in your giving 
can be very meaningful to the church. We can do this! 
 
Thanks to a very generous St. Paul community. 
 
A reminder that we all can do your giving automatically through VANCO Faith.  Go to our 
stpaulanamosa.com, under more… tab use Give Online.  You can also go to: http://
www.stpaulanamosa.com/give-online.html 
 
Thank you for your generosity to St Paul Lutheran. 
 
David Oldham 
Treasurer 

 

Tupperware, Baking Pans, & Plastic 
Bowls 
. 

We have several dishes left in the kitchen 
from funerals, etc.   I’ve attached a 
picture so you can recognize if it’s yours.   
We need to have you come and pick them 
up because anything left will be donated in 
2 weeks.   

http://www.stpaulanamosa.com/give-online.html
http://www.stpaulanamosa.com/give-online.html
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Filling out Pink/Yellow Slips 

 
When you come to church, please be sure to stop in the entrance and 
fill out the attendance slips.  They are usually pink or yellow; the 
greeter can assist you.  Your attendance record is important to us for 
many reasons.  Right now, it would appear that we have a little over 
half as many members worshipping as before Covid, but we don’t know 
who actually makes up that number each week.  Attendance sheets are 
how we track our membership for any address, email or phone changes 
or prayers needed for a loved one.  They also help us budget and plan 
programming for the church.  Like other organizations, attendance 
helps us to have a realistic sense of how to plan, and who we are 
actually pastorally responsible for.  A number of churchwide and 
academic institutions use attendance data for study and visioning.  To 
assist with those endeavors, we turn our attendance numbers into the 
Synod each year.  You only need to fill out your name if you have no 
other changes.  Let’s make a concerted effort to mark attendance 
between now and Advent!  Thank you, we really appreciate  your 
cooperation!    

A LEARNING OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AGES WITH 
THE CHOSEN 

Beginning Sunday, October 6 and for 8 consecutive 
Sundays, we’ll gather in the church by 6:00 pm to watch 
an episode of The Chosen, Season 1, on the BIG 
screen, then break into small groups for some 
conversation based on the episode.  There will be a 
short break, and for those who would like to stay, a large 
group discussion will follow, ending by 8:00  p.m.  No 
registration is necessary.  Join us when you are able!  
You are welcome to bring beverages and snacks  of 
your choosing. 

Season 1 of the Chosen   Scripture related to the story 
1. Oct 27     The Rock on Which it is Built  Gn. 15:1-5; Lk 3:1-20, 5:1-11; Mt 13:47-52 
2. Nov. 3     The Wedding Gift    Prov. 30:1-6; Is 40:1-5; 1 Kings 19:19-21; Lk 2:41-52; John 2:1-12 
3. Nov. 10 Indescribable Compassion    Mt 25:1-13; Lk 13:1-5, 18:9-14; Mt 6:2-8; I Chronicles 25:1-7 
4. Nov. 17 Invitations    Num 21:4-9; Psalm 2:12; Mt 9:9-13; Jn 3:1-21 
5. Nov 24      I Am He   Jn. 4:42; Gn. 32:22-32, 33:18-20; Daniel 7:13-15; Mt 9:9-13, 19:16-26 
 
(Bonus)  Dec 1 The Shepard (Christmas Special)  Luke 2 
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Tuesday, Oct 22 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Oct 23 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Darla Algoe 
   Greeters: Darla Algoe 
   Readings/Prayer:  Darla Algoe 
   Comm Server: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: WD4  
Sunday, Oct 27                                                                
*  8:00 am Service                                      
  Comm Prep: Ed/Jan Allaire 
  Greeters: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Readings/Prayers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Comm Servers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Linda Kenny 
*  10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Jeff/Barb Switzer 
  Greeters: Curtis Weaver family 
  Readings/Prayers: Kaileen Weaver 
  Comm Servers:  Amy Fuller-Belding/Kaileen Weaver 
  PowerPoint:   Ella Giegerich 
  Livestream: Luke Chrisman 
Tuesday, Oct 29 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Oct 30 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6:00 pm Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Bonnie Raddatz 
   Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler 
   Comm Server: Ken Humpal 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
Sunday, Nov 3 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeters: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Readings/Prayers: Virginia Danielson 
  Comm Servers: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  PowerPoint: Macen Garrett 
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep: DJ/Donna Condry 
  Greeters: Gary/Carlene Vavricek 
  Readings:  Gary/Carlene Vavricek 
  Prayers: Paula Sisler 
  Comm Servers: Fred/Lindsey Austin 
   PowerPoint: Eli Lambertsen 
  Livestream: Dean Lambertsen 
Tuesday, Nov 5 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Nov 6 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek 
   Greeters: Summer Parks 
   Readings/Prayer:  WD4 
   Comm Server: Summer Parks 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora 

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please contact Nancy 
Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a 
family to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and 
canned pasta sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or 
beef, and Hamburger Helper items are great.  Clients also 
like pancake mix and pancake syrup.  Canned fruits or 
vegetables are great too.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
October:  Verna Lewison 
November:  Donna Martensen 
December: Sheri Evans,  Xmas Eve-B/M Lubben  
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
October:  Barb Kleis 
November:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 
December:  Myra Powell 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website, 
YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort 
especially.  For peace in our nation & world, for safety in our 
schools and communities and for those seeking a safe 
home. To add a name call or email  Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 
4 weeks and may be renewed.   

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally Grow 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all 
generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the 
people of St. Paul will be known as disciples of Christ in 
the World. 

Readings for November 3 — 1 Kings 17:1-16 (17-24) 

           Luke 4: 24-26 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service  
will be held at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service  

will be held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service 
will be held at church 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Oct 26     CYFM Can Drive 

Oct 27    The Chosen, Season 4 @ church 9:20-10:25 am 

Oct 27    The Chosen, Season 1 @ church 6-8 pm 

Oct 27       Trunk or Treat 4-6 pm 

Oct 27       Confirmation Class 1-2:30 pm 

Oct 30     Feast of All Saints 

Nov 1     Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Nov 2     Fall Festival @ Zion Lutheran Church in Wyoming 10:00-2:00 

Nov 3     Feast of All Saints 

Nov 3, 10, 17, 24      The Chosen, Season 4 @ church 9:20 am 

Nov 3, 10, 17, 24      The Chosen, Season 1 @ church 6-8 pm 

Nov 5        Election Day—Get out and Vote!! 

Nov 7     Dinner With Friends @ Market at the Tap—Monticello—5:00 pm 

May 3, 2025     Clean up day @ St Paul Lutheran Church 8-12 (put on your calendar!) 

May 31, 2025     Clean up day @ St Paul ED Building 8-12 (put on your calendar!) 

  


