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October 23, 2022      20th Sunday Pentecost 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 
 

The Pulse deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.  

 

 
Up Coming Events 

(see details inside Pulse) 
 

October 27 Fun & Fellowship 
October 27 Dinner with Friends 
October 30 Trunk or Treat 
October 30  St John Lutheran Monticello Fall Festival 
November 5 Zion Lutheran Church Fall Festival 

(see bulletin boards for more information about Fall Festivals) 

Deacon Jodi Schuman began serving as Assistant to the Bishop for 

Candidacy and Operations on April 6, 2021. She is responsible for supporting 

and relating to synod candidates and the candidacy committee, facilitating the 

work of synod governance, synod council, and Synod Assembly, and 

managing synod projects, operations, and events as well as visiting and 

accompanying congregations of the Southeastern Iowa Synod. 

Commissioned as an Associate in Ministry in 2016, Deacon Schuman was previously called to 

Memorial Lutheran in Nevada, IA, where she had served since 2007. She was part of the Southeastern 

Iowa Synod’s Macedonia Table in 2011 and 2012 and served two terms as Synod Treasurer from 2013 

until accepting this call. Before joining Memorial’s staff, Schuman worked as a science and technology 

teacher. She has a BS in Biochemistry from the University of Wyoming and attended Iowa State 

University for teacher certification. 

Deacon Schuman has been married to her husband, Bill, since 1987. They have an adult daughter, 

Amanda, who lives and works in the Minneapolis area. Home life centers around their papillon, Gidget, 

and cooking and sharing wine with friends. 

Welcome Deacon Jodi Schuman, she will be  
breaking open the word with us this week 
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When: Sunday, October 30th 

Time: 4-6pm 

Place: Parking Lot of C.E. building 

Who: All Are Welcome  

I wanted to let you know we have an Awesome Opportunity 
to give back to our Jones County Community by hosting a 
Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 30th from 4-6pm. We 
will be serving grilled hot dogs, chips and drinks along with 
hosting 3-4 games. We have a few local organizations as 
well as our Police Department that will be hosting a trunk/
car. I ask that you consider hosting a trunk or maybe 
volunteer to run a game, serve food, set-up, etc. In the 
past we have served close to 150 hot dogs and are 
anticipating the same for this year. Please let me know if 
you have any questions or would like to sign up to host a 
trunk or volunteer! 
 

Looking forward to A Great Community Event!  
 

Kaileen Weaver– 951-553-5728 (cell) 
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace is collecting children’s books.  
 

If you would like to donate new or slightly used books please 
place them in the basket under the white table at the back of the 
church.  
 

Thank you for helping Jones County Children in this manner.  
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Mission Trip 2023 Opportunity 
 

“You’re about to meet some new people in a new place  

and hopefully learn some incredible stuff!” 

 

Where: Milwaukee, WI  

When: July 23rd-28th 

Who: 7th graders (going into 8th) – 12th graders  

Deadline to Register: Wednesday, November 16th  

Deposit Amount:  $100 due on November 16th 

 

We are excited to offer our 2023 mission trip that will include our 

middle schoolers again this year. I am currently looking for 1-2 adult 

chaperones to accompany myself and our youth which will allow our youth 

to carry out our mission by creatively connecting, intentionally 

growing, and joyfully serving the Milwaukee community. Mission trip 

truly is an amazing experience that I feel Everyone should get the 

opportunity to have! Please feel free to contact myself (Kaileen) or 

Pastor Rodney with Any questions or concerns you or your young person 

may have. 

With a Smile,  

Kaileen Weaver 

951-553-5728 cell#  

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com 

  

Rodney Bluml– 319-462-4841 office#  

 

 

 

Tree Walk: It is a GO! 
 

I'm up for another year of organizing 
the St. Paul Cafe at the Tree Walk 
in the LCC.   
 

Dates will be December 9, 10, and 
11.  I will have a sign up in the back 
of church in the next week or 
two.  Please look it over and sign up 
for a shift to serve soup and 
sandwiches.   
 
Please email me if you can help -
 deb.hardersen@gmail.com.   
Thanks. 

 
Deb Hardersen 

Part-time Secretary Position at St. Paul Lutheran 
 
After receiving a notification of resignation for personal 
reasons from our current secretary Lois, the St. Paul 
Leadership Council is soliciting candidates to fill the need 
for a part-time parish secretary beginning as soon as 
possible. The job description was attached in an email.  
 
Interested parties are invited to submit a letter of interest 
and a resume to me at blumlwa@gmail.com or at 103 E. 
Cedar St. Anamosa, IA by Oct. 28.  We hope to surface 
someone who has a vested interest in the vibrant life and 
health of the St. Paul faith community. 
 
Feel free to contact me at 319.389-6153 with any 
questions and to share this information with those you 
think would enjoy working with us here at St. Paul. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Rodney Bluml 

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
mailto:blumlwa@gmail.com
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Bread Bakers:  
November: Dee Ihlenfeldt 
December: Sheri Evans 
   Christmas Eve: Brian Lubben family 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
November: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
December: Myra Powell 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

We pray for Kinsley Provin niece of Deb 
Oldham; Garriett and Connor Weckwerth, 
nephews of Betty Hunter, and all who need 
healing, strength or comfort.  For peace in 
our nation & world, for those seeking a safe 
home. To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

October 30th Readings:  
1 Kings 3:4-9, (10-15), 16-28 
Psalm 119:137-144 
Matt: 6:9-10  

 

ALY Backpack Thursdays: November is 
St. Paul’s month to pack the backpacks. We 
will start at 10 am in the CE building lower 
level. Please sign up on the bulletin board in 
the entryway of the church. 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested 
319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Urgent help 
is needed at the Jones County Community 
Food Bank - food and funds have fallen 
critically low.  For the last few months, the 
number of families and individuals 
requesting foods has been increasing and 
the shelves are almost bare.  Funds are 
also being diminished by the demands of 
purchasing food at higher prices. 
 

To donate money, checks may be written 
to Jones County Community Food Bank 
and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205. Items needed this 
week: peas, pancake mix & syrup, canned 
tuna, Mac & Cheese and personal care 
items. Please place items in the back of the 
church for collection by St. Paul 
volunteers OR call the Food Bank to make 
delivery arraignments (462-4343) 

Introduction: David and Bathsheba: Nathan’s parable 
indicts David after his sin with Bathsheba. David is moved to 
repent.  

First Reading:  2 Samuel 11:1-5, 14-16, 26-27; 12:1-9      NIV 
 

 David was a powerful king who had been anointed from a 
young age into the service of Yahweh God. No one would dare 
speak despairingly to the king unless he too had been recognized as 
one called into service by God. Nathan the prophet was a respected 
member of David’s court who was sent by God to speak words of 
accusation and judgment to the king. A prophet rarely delivered 
judgments to individuals in the Hebrew Scriptures, but David’s 
behavior was so heinous that if not confronted, surely his example 
would infiltrate the collective conscience of the people and lead 
them down a destructive path. It is worth reviewing the main points 
of this story. 
 In the age when kings fought side by side with their warriors, 
David the king stayed home in Jerusalem while a battle raged 
between the Israelites and Ammonites (modern day Jordanians) to 
Israel’s east, near the Dead Sea. Following an afternoon nap and 
during a walk around the palace parapet, David spied a beautiful 
young woman, Bathsheba (her name is not a pun, it means 
“daughter of Sheba” in Hebrew), bathing on a rooftop below. He 
desires her and decides to take her for his own. When David learns 
that she is the wife of Uriah the Hittite, one of his most loyal 
soldiers, he plots for Uriah’s death. This is when we see the darkest 
side of human nature as David moves from voyeur to betrayer and 
murderer. David has a letter triggering the treacherous act delivered 
to his commander, Joab: let Uriah lead a charge against the 
Ammonites, then pull back the men and expose him to 
overwhelming odds. Additional irony is revealed when we learn 
that David had faithful Uriah deliver the very letter outlining his 
own murder. The dutiful Joab carries out the king’s request. 
 Against his deepest fears, David learns that his sins are neither 
private nor hidden. Nathan tells David what the Lord God knows: 
that he committed adultery with another man’s wife and then gave 
the command to have the man killed. Sure, David did not deliver 
the lethal blow, and tried to keep the blood off his own hands by 
using an enemy’s sword to carry out his evil intent, but none-the-
less, he is culpable and his relationship with the God of life and 
justice is in jeopardy. 
 If we read the story unreflectively, it almost seems surreal. 
David admits he has sinned and the pronouncement of forgiveness 
is immediate. Where is the wailing and gnashing of teeth?  Why 
doesn’t David agonize over his wrongdoing?  Where is the 
penance? These aspects are not absent; they are just veiled by more 
important ideas in this story. Even though David is a warrior, the 
author wants us to know that he is not like his predecessor Saul 
whose pride would not allow him to recognize when he had done 
wrong. David is shown the truth of his arrogant sin; he ignored 
Uriah the Hittite’s God-given dignity and had him destroyed in 
order to serve his own selfish purposes. David’s sin cost a man his 
life, a woman her husband, and his honor. Respect for God was 
assaulted. 
 Subsequently, despite David’s repentance and Nathan’s 
pronouncement that David would not die as a result of his sin, 
David’s household would forever suffer the effects of his evil 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Wednesday, October 19 
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm Service  
  Greeters: Ken & Pam Humpal 
  Reader & Prayers: WD4 7th & 8th Grade 
  PowerPoint: WD4 7th & 8th Grade 
  Wine server: Kaileen Weaver 
6:00pm WD4 
 

Thursday, October 20 
*3:00 HACAP Distribution 
 

Saturday, October 22 
Nuptials: Ben Carpenter & Kamry McLaughlin 
 

Sunday, October 23 
8:00am Service  
  Comm Prep: Jan Allaire & Verna Lewison 
  Greeters: Dale & Pat Jensen 
  Reader & Prayers: Pat Jensen 
  PowerPoint: Linda Kenny 
   Wine server: Pat Jensen 
 

9:20am Viewing of “The Chosen” FH 
 

10:30am  Service  
  Comm Prep: Jeff & Barb Switzer 
  Greeters: Curtis Weaver family 
  Reader & Prayers: Kaileen Weaver 
  PowerPoint: Samuel Kenny 
  Wine servers: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
 

Monday, October. 24 
6:00pm NAMI Class FH 
 

Tuesday, October 25 
1:30pm Scripture Study 
Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 
7:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, October 26 
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm Service  
  Greeters: Summer Parks 
  Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler 
  PowerPoint: Beth Hora 
  Wine server: Paula Sisler 
6:00pm WD4 
 

Thursday, October 27 
*1:30pm Fun and Fellowship 
 

Sunday, October 30 
8:00am Service  
  Comm Prep: Nancy Stout 
  Greeters: Lynn & Cindy Decious 
  Reader & Prayers: Lois Ocenosak 
  PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
  Wine Server: Lois Ocenosak 
9:20am Viewing of “The Chosen” FH 
10:30am  Service  
 Comm Prep & Wine servers: Dave & Deb Oldham 
 Greeters: Gary & Carlene Vavricek 
  Reader: Gary or Carlene Vavricek 
  Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  PowerPoint: Grant Chrisman 

actions. Solomon, the son of his wife Bathsheba, would later 
assume the throne but would also succumb to the allurement of 
power and wealth. The kingdom of Israel would be divided. 
Subsequent generations have spent incredible amounts of time 
and energy seeking the torah of God that would render unity 
and shalom once again. 
 
Psalm 51:1-9     
 

Gospel    Matt 21:33-41         NIV    
 

 When confronted with the question: “Do you believe in 
Jesus as the Messiah, the promised one from the Father?”  How 
do you respond?  If you say “Yes,” then according to Jesus, 
people should be able to tell because you will be living the life 
of the Kingdom: loving, compassionate, forgiving, uniting, 
generous, worshiping in thanksgiving, focused on others’ 
needs, etc. Too many people in Jesus’ day took comfort in the 
idea that they were saved because they were members of the 
elite Chosen People (Jewish). The chief priests and elders 
frequently took advantage of their status and wealth and 
comforts while judging the failures of others. Sometimes they 
even killed the messengers of God (prophets) and those who 
were truly righteous when they felt threatened. 
 In this scenario, Jesus is baiting the Jewish leaders with a 
story. Ultimately, he wants them to reflect on why they are so 
quick to dismiss him and his message that the Kingdom of God 
is here and now. Are they more concerned with their wealth 
and status or about bringing the Good News of God’s love to 
the people they lead?  His parable ends up indicting them as 
guilty of disbelief in the activity of God though him and in his 
time. 
 There are many levels on which a parable can speak to a 
reader, but in this case, by looking at an allegorical one, we can 
get a sense of the “slap in the face” this story might have 
contained for the original hearers. The vineyard owner can be 
seen as God. Normal preparation of a vineyard included 
putting a hedge up to keep out wild animals, building a tower 
to oversee the care and to look for marauders, and frequently 
digging an onsite wine press to process the fruit as it was 
picked. Wine was a staple drink in a land with few fresh water 
sources (the Jordan, rare springs, or rain). The tenants in the 
vineyard were the Jewish leaders, the chief priests who were 
descendants of Jacob’s son, Levi, and the elders. Their charge 
was to care for the vineyard, Israel. The servants sent to gather 
the produce were the anointed prophets and kings through 

Change in Office Hours 
 

Effective October 17, 2022 Lois’ hours will change to: 
 

Monday   8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  8:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
Thursday  Call ahead for Staff Hours 
Friday   Office Closed 
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*Fellowship & Fun: Are you retired and 
looking for an afternoon of fellowship and 
fun? Please join us for games on the 4th 
Thursday of the month starting at 1:30 
pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will 
provide the cards and dominoes. All you 
need to bring is a beverage and a snack to 
share. We’re looking forward to a fun 
afternoon!  

Next Dinner With Friends 
 

Thursday, October 27, 5:00 pm 
 

Hale Supper Club 
5522 Co. Rd. E. 45 
 

All are welcome to join your St. Paul 
friends for a nice evening of fellowship 
and food. 
Questions: Sherri Evans 319-981-0283 

"Pounds for the Pantry" Food Challenge 
 

We invite you to participate in collecting food for the Jones County 
Community Food Bank. The drive begins October 1st and runs 
through December 31st. 

If you would like to make a monetary contribution to “pounds for the pantry” you may do so through the 
regular offering by indicating it is for the food pantry, every dollar donated will be worth one pound of food.  

history whom the Jewish leaders opposed, beat, drove 
away, and even killed. The vineyard owner’s son, of 
course, was a self-reference by Jesus. He was already 
experiencing their rejection, and he could guess the 
eventual outcome at their hands. When Jesus asks, 
“What will the vineyard owner do?”  And they respond, 
“put those wretched men to death,” they are imposing 
their own sentence. In this disbelieving response, they 
vindicate the deaths of all the past prophets and impose 
their own exile from the Kingdom Jesus has come to 
establish. 
 Matthew is making the point that Jesus was indeed the 
unique Messiah of God and that belief in him brought 
fullness of life for the believers. Belief in Jesus was not 
crucial for salvation for the Jews, because they already 
had the capacity to be saved by Yahweh’s loving action 

established in the covenant on Sinai. But like the leaders 
of the northern kingdom in the first reading, the Jewish 
leaders could not trade in their trust in God’s saving 
action for trust in themselves, their status, or their 
perceived power and expect to remain righteous. By 
rejecting Jesus, they were in effect rejecting the next 
phase of God’s saving action, which was to save the 
entire world through the power of love revealed through 
His Son. The rest of the story is that Jesus’ death and 
resurrection were not solely for the Jews but for the 
salvation of the entire world. By doubting this, the 
Jewish leaders were in effect denying God’s activity in 
their lives. They could not see the disorder his sacrificial 
love sought to reorder. Like the people of Isaiah’s time, 
these leaders were losing the Kingdom to those who 
were open to the will of God. 

 

Bridges of Jones County Crop Walk 2022 
 

This year’s Crop Walk was Sunday, October 9th 
 

It is not too late to make a donation. Twenty-five 
percent of the proceeds go to local food pantries. 
Money raised by the Crop Walk will help to feed 
hungry people around the world. The results will 
be global.  
 

Packets for registration are still available at the 
back of the church. Donations can be left at the 
church office. Thank you. 

 

Make checks payable to Crop Walk. 
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Photos still needed:  Please submit a photo for our 2023 
(100th Anniversary) Directory to 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.  
 

Introductory paragraphs can be included in the same 
email. Samples of paragraphs can be found on the 
Fellowship Hall bulletin board. Please help us to have a 
complete edition of our directory. 

 

St Paul will celebrate it’s 100th Anniversary in 2023! The Anniversary 
Committee has been working hard collecting and planning for our year-long celebration. 
Time is drawing near and we still need YOUR help. Did you know as of October 23th 
there are only approximately 70 days left until January 1, 2023? There is a lot of 
planning and work yet to be done. Please help us make it a great celebration year. 
 

Things we still need:  
Wedding Photos of anyone married at St. Paul (especially from 1990 to present). 
• Photos of interest at St. Paul Activities. 
• Volunteers Almost 100% for leader volunteers! Bolded items still need volunteers! Some 

TENTATIVE dates are listed below (Thanks to all the volunteers!)   
 Game night (January) ֍ 
 Love is Kind Dinner (February 12) ֍ 
 Picnic after Confirmation (April 30) ֍ 
 Block Party (June 23)  ֍ 
 Ice Cream Social w/loose meat sandwiches (July 9) ֍ 
 Meal w/program (August 20, anniversary month) ֍ 
 Homecoming?/October Fest Float (October 7) ֍ 
 Caroling and Cookie Exchange (December 17) Need help organizing caroling. 

• For the 2023 Church Directory  
Family Photos 
Family Paragraph 

 

Each activity will have a Donation Focus for Anamosa organizations including: Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace, Jones County Food Bank, ALY, Animal Shelter, Anamosa Ministerial Association, Lutheran 
World Relief and HACAP Christmas and ELCA Good Gifts.  

 

Email and Text Spoofing and Scams 
 

The SE IA Synod has prepared a two page flyer to help educate its members on the matter of  Text 
and Email spoofing and scams. Please click the link below (or copy & paste in a URL) and print 
out the flyer to help us protect our church communications. Thank You 
 

https://seiasynod.org/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/12/ScamFlyer_Final.pdf 
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 
 

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services 

 

If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you 
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at (319) 462-4841 or 
email her at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.    

Pierce Fairbanks  11/1 
Jan Allaire    11/1 
Dale Jensen   11/1 
Noah Smith    11/1 
Enslee Steinberg  11/1 
Harper Paulsen  11/1 
Scott Chrisman  11/1 
Nancy Douglas   11/2 
Polly Chalstrom  11/2 
Gavin Austin   11/4 
Sarah Andresen  11/5 
Maddox Narramore 11/5 
Ben Coyle    11/6 
Coby Moore   11/7 

Dan Ludwig     11/7 
Sebastian Goldsmith  11/7 
Joshua Von Sprecken 11/7 
Ingrid Vaughn    11/8 
Denny Oltmann     11/11 
Jody Fairbanks      11/13 
Carl Achenbach     11/14 
Mike Plueger          11/15 
Astoria Rummel     11/16 
Lynn Decious           11/17 
Bonnie Bluml      11/17 
Ed Allaire       11/20 
Pete Bungum      11/20 
Bob Hora       11/21 

November Birthdays 

Storm Rummel  11/21 
Jill Heims    11/23 
Mike Dales    11/24 
Pat Merritt    11/25 
Sydney Heims   11/25 
Seth Countryman  11/28 
Karen Smith   11/29 
Lonnie Osterkamp 11/30 
Scott Lubben   11/30 
Connor Capron  11/30 
Kaileen Weaver  11/30 


