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October 24, 2021    22nd Sunday of Pentecost 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

When: Sunday, October 31st 
Time: 3-5pm 
Place: Parking Lot of C.E. Building 

     Who: All Are Welcome  
 

We will be hosting our Community Wide Trunk 
or Treat event this year. We are looking for 
individuals, groups or businesses to host a 
trunk and pass out candy or goodies.  
 

If you would not like to host a trunk but would 
like to donate goodies or candy that is welcome 
too.  
 

You can find a sign-up sheet in the office, the 
back of the church or contact Kaileen Weaver 
for any questions or to sign-up via phone.  
Looking forward to a Great Community Event!  
 

    Kaileen Weaver (951) 533-5728 
           
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

 

St. Paul Men’s Craft Aft Bagsational Tournament 
How about some fellowship time? The St. Paul Men’s Craft Aft 
unofficial sponsor “Bag’s O’ Fun Chicharrons” is calling for 
a Cornhole Bags Tournament on Sunday, October 24 beginning 
at noon. Weather permitting, we’ll gather at Curtis & Kaileen 
Weaver’s house (104 Nasinus Rd., Anamosa) at noon and spill 
over into Remley Woods Park immediately behind their house 
for our afternoon of fun. Bring your family; there will be plenty 
for the youth to do too.  
 

Pulled pork and hotdogs will be available. We ask you to bring 
your own beverages, a bag of something to share (and/or a 
covered dish), and a desire to laugh a little bit. If you have 
cornhole bags and boards you’d be willing to bring, let us know 
that too. We’re hoping to have at least 5 games going at a 
time. Introduce a new member, a newly married friend, or a 
curious co-worker to us. Your $5 donation to play bags will go 
to Anamosa Lunches for Youth (ALY), a local volunteer group 
that works with the schools to help feed kids when school is 
out of session.  
 

RSVP Curtis (608) 295-4388 or  Rodney (319) 389-6153 or 
Jason (319) 533-3189 by Friday, Oct. 22.     
 

We look forward to hearing from you.  A fun time is “in the 
bag!”  Curtis, Jason, Dustin, Shawn, and PRod 

All Saints Day Commemoration  

You are invited to contact the office 

(stpaulanamosa@gmail.com or 462-4841) 
to offer the name of a loved one who has 
died this past year; we will prayerfully 
remember her/him at liturgies on All Saints, 

November 7th & 10th along with the St. 
Paul members who died since November 1, 
2020 (Darlene Moncrief, Margaret James, 
Jerry Hankemeier, Karen Kleppe, Lavern 
Ulferts, Lynn Rickels, Char Manuel, 

Edward Oltmanns, Alan Serbousek, and 
Bob Prull). 

We are declaring Oct. 31, RE-Formation Day.  If you 
haven't joined us for service recently, come on Oct. 31 to 
ReForm as the Body of Christ known as St. Paul Lutheran. 
Take the first step towards restoring that habit of giving 
thanks and praise to God during your week. Let your 
heart and soul be Re-Formed in God's Spirit!  Wed. 6:00 
p.m. Blended Service; 8:30 Sunday Traditional Service; 
10:30 Sunday Contemporary Service (in the WapsiAna 
Park unless otherwise notified via eblast). 

Reform It Reflection  
by Lois Ocenosak 
 

Guess What! We are the 
church, this prayer is 
about us too! Make your 
list, of “99 things”, to 
help reform your life and 
pray with it. See how 
prayer changes things.  
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Join us for worship  
with Bishop Current! 

 

Southeast Iowa Synod, Bishop 
Amy Current, will be with us for 
worship and to preach on Wed., 
Nov. 3, 6:00 pm and Sun., Nov. 7, 
8:30 and 10:30 indoor services.   
 

Bishop Amy has a real heart 
for the Gospel and creating 
community. Come join us for 
joyful prayer and praise! We 
expect more worshippers than 
usual, and given the ongoing 
higher than usual incidence of 
viruses in our community, we ask 
you to plan to wear a mask while 
inside the church space.  
 

We are among a few churches 
who will have this opportunity 
this year so we want to welcome 
everyone, even the unvaccinated 
in our families. Help us create a 
safer space by wearing a mask. 
The older WD4 grades will attend, 
and 3rd/4th graders will receive 
personal Bibles during the 
Wednesday service. 

Bishop Amy Current 
Southeastern Iowa Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Rev. Amy Current is a pastor in The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) and has served the Southeastern Iowa Synod in the 
office of bishop since 2020. She is a graduate of Concordia College, 
Moorhead, MN (B.A.) and Wartburg Theological Seminary (M.Div.). 
 

Prior to her role as bishop, Current served as vice president for admissions 
and student services at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. 
She also served in various leadership roles at Wartburg Seminary 
including director for financial aid and stewardship formation, director for 
public communications, and interim director of the Center for Youth 
Ministries. Born and raised in North Dakota, Amy was honored to serve as 
pastor of Maple Sheyenne Lutheran Church in Harwood, N.D., as pastor 
of Golden Ridge Lutheran Church, Fargo, N.D., and Congregational 
Lutheran United Church, Gardner, N.D. 
 

Bishop Current serves on the boards of Grand View University, Lutheran 
Services in Iowa, Wartburg College, and Unity Point Health - Des 
Moines. 
 

Bishop Current is married to Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere, who serves as 
professor of biblical interpretation at Wartburg Theological Seminary. 
They have two children, Isaac and Shonagh Current Giere. The family has 
two miniature Australian shepherds, Archie and Otis.  
 

Bishop Current enjoys reading novels, kayaking, snowshoeing, walking, 
sharing meals, lingering in conversation, watching tv and exploring 
through travel.  
 

About the Southeastern Iowa Synod 

The Southeastern Iowa Synod is one of 65 synods of one of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America one of the largest Christian 
denominations in the United States. The Southeastern Iowa Synod is a 

network of 136 congregations, campus and outdoor ministries, and other 
worshipping communities in 38 counties throughout central and 
southeastern Iowa. With over 88,000 baptized members, the Southeastern 

Iowa Synod exists to unite the work of congregations, provide regional 
support and strengthen ongoing local ministries. For ongoing news and 
events, visit: www.seiasynod.org 

 
Saturday morning October 30, I would love to step out of the routine 
with you, to retreat, and pray: 
 

Mini-Retreat Series for Older Youth & Adults: "Being the Word." 
 

Join with other seekers and faith wonderers for a morning of reflection 
and sharing around an Illumination from the St. John's Bible. Pastor 
Rodney will facilitate the movements of this Visio Divina (Holy 
Seeing) process: Hearing, Seeing, Meditating, Sharing, Praying, and 
Contemplating, with one of the pieces of original scripture-based art 
from the commissioned St. John's Bible.   
 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall of the Church from 9-11 a.m. Saturday, 
October 30. Please call Pastor Rodney (319) 389-6153 to reserve 
your spot.  



St. Paul Lutheran Church | 201 N. Ford Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 |  stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   3 

Continued on page 7 

Council/All Leader Meeting Minutes  
October 11, 2021 @ 6:00pm/7:15pm  

 
Council Members Present: Rodney Bluml, Michele Countryman, Angie Coyle, Nancy Lyon 
Douglas, Jason Geltz, Susan Koppenhaver, Dean Lambertsen, Dustin Paulson, and Nancy Stout  
 
Not Present: Doug Fairbanks, Jamie Hamblin, Tom Sabotta  
 
Executive Secretary: Michele Countryman  
 
Welcome/check-in: Call to order at 7:22 pm.  
 
Approve minutes from Sept meeting: Michele Countryman noted that Tom Sabotta was 
inadvertently left off the Sept minutes and he will be added. Susan Koppenhaver motioned to 
approve and Nancy Stout second. Ayes carry. 
 
Pastor’s Report to Church Council for Oct 2021  
1. Funerals:  
2. New Members:  
3. Baptism:  
4. Wedding: Brie Wittenburg & Marshall Fowler, 10/9/2021  
5. "Join us for worship with Bishop Current! Southeast Iowa Synod, Bishop Amy Current, will be 

with us for worship and to preach on Wed. Nov. 3, 6:00 pm and Sunday Nov. 7, 8:30 and 10:30 
indoor services. Bishop Amy has a real heart for the Gospel and creating community. Come join 
us for joyful prayer and praise! We expect more worshippers than usual, and given the ongoing 
higher than usual incidence of viruses in our community, we ask you to plan to wear a mask 
while inside the church space. We are among a few churches who will have this opportunity this 
year so we want to welcome everyone, even the unvaccinated in our families. Help us create a 
safer space by wearing a mask. The older WD4 grades will attend, and 3rd/4th graders will 
receive personal Bibles during the Wednesday service."  

6. We are in the process of forming a Centennial Celebration Committee who throughout 2022 will 
brainstorm and oversee planning efforts for activities and acknowledgements of the St. Paul 
Centennial in 2023. We will likely need a Council liaison for this work.  

7. The blessing of animals on Oct. 3 led to six dog companions joining us in the park. Of course, we 
asked God to bless all of the animals our families deal with and care for, from horses and cows 
down to spiders and chiggers.  

8. Andrea Giegerich has also joined our confirmation process. Please include the group in your 
prayers: candidates Andrea, Connor Capron, Noah Smith, Simon Robertson, & Garrett LaDue, 
along with mentors Sheryl White, Sebastian Goldsmith, Dennie Hinrichs, Barb Wilson, and Dan 
Christensen, respectively.  

 
Financial Reports: One question was brought up about RAGBRAI expenses. One member asked if 
this was offset with donations. Nancy Lyon Douglas confirmed it was and noted in income. One 
question was asked regarding how the visitation minister is noted. Nancy Lyon Douglas noted it is 
captured in the salary section of the financials. It was noted that the financials have not been 
submitted in The Pulse for over a year. Michele Countryman noted that she can include the first page 
of the financials as part of the minutes. Dean Lambertsen motioned to approve the minutes. Angie 
Coyle second the motion. Ayes carry.  
 
Old Business  
Monthly Lumberyard update - several members noted that there is progress on the new 
lumberyard. Nancy Stout will check in with Jeff prior to the next meeting for a status update.  
 
Visiting Minister position update - Nancy Lyon Douglas has accepted this role! It is noted this role 
is already making an impact. Nancy Lyon Douglas and Pastor Rodney will be identifying priorities 
for this new role. Nancy noted she has already gone to visit seven members.  
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GriefShare meets on Tuesday evenings 
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE 
building. If you would like to attend please 
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358. (GriefShare will not meet Nov. 2) 
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Items 
needed this week:  soups, saltines, 
ketchup, diced tomatoes, cereal 
Hamburger Helper and personal care 
items. You may drop off food donations 
to the church office during regular 
business hours or during WD4. Please 
place items under the table in the 
entryway. A church member will 
contact Julie to make arrangements for 
delivery.  

 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For Vicki Schumar (daughter of Jan Allaire), 
for Kasen (grandson of Vickie & Gary 
Behnke), for the family of Bob Prull, and 
those recovering from natural disasters and 
COVID.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

 First Reading: The Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 31:7-9, 31-34  NIV 

 Jeremiah is one of several prophets from the fifty-year Babylonian 
captivity (586-529 BC), during which time the Israelites grew desperate 
for their God, YHWH. Jeremiah was dictating to his scribe Baruch while 
in hiding. He had seen the destruction of the northern kingdom called 
Israel, and now he awaited the fate of the southern kingdom, Judah. He 
was pessimistic when he realized that Judah’s relationship with YHWH 
was abysmal. The people, in particular the king and religious leaders, 
exploited each other, failed to take care of the poor, widowed, and 
orphaned, ignored the Sabbath day of rest, and seemed apathetic towards 
their covenantal relationship with Yahweh. 

Yet, Jeremiah’s message as presented in today’s reading is highly 
optimistic because YHWH is a God of power, hope, promise, and long 
suffering. The God he knows longs to bring Israel back to him and to 
make the people holy {hear the words of YHWH from the Book of the 
prophet Hosea:  “Come back to me with all your heart. Long have I 
waited for your coming home....”} Even though the people are not able to 
secure their own release from their bitter exile, YHWH God will act on 
their behalf and show favor to the powerless and dependent, the blind and 
lame and pregnant. God himself will protect them and lead them back on 
a new Exodus to the fertile and peaceful lands they call home. 

Ephraim is another name for the people of the northern kingdom of 
Israel. When the descendents of Jacob returned to Canaan from Egypt, 
Joseph’s tribal land was divided between his sons Ephraim and 
Manasseh. Ephraim went on to become the more influential of the two. 

 
Second Reading:  The letter to the Hebrew Christians 7:23-28  NIV 

The author of this letter has referred to Jesus as the “high priest” 
several times in recent week’s readings, but up until this passage, has 
failed to verify how that is true. In chapter 5, the author lists three 
qualifications of a high priest from Israelite worship recorded in the 
Pentateuch (first five books of the Old Testament/Hebrew Scriptures also 
known as the Torah) that he believes to be satisfied in Jesus although 
Jesus never claimed this role. {Recall, one of the author’s purposes in 
writing this letter is to show how the Christian Way replaces the Jewish 
Way}.  These characteristics are: 1) the high priest is chosen from human 
beings and represents them in the sacrifice offered during ritual; 2) he 
can perform his representative function because he shares in human 
weakness; 3) he is called to this office by God and not by his own choice.  
Jesus is the one called upon by God to serve in this “mediator” role and 
therefore had to fulfill these three qualifications if he was to be a 
convincing mediator for the Jews. 

This was a particularly significant point because the Romans had 
destroyed the Temple in 70 A.D. The priestly families had been scattered 
or killed. The members of this author’s audience were Jews who also had 
been dispersed from Palestine into the surrounding Mediterranean 
regions (Turkey, Syria, and northern Africa). They continued to practice 

 

Introduction: Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? 
People try to hush him up because by addressing Jesus 
as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous 
claim that Jesus is the rightful king. Could our prayers 
ever be heard as a threat to unjust powers that be? 
Bartimaeus won’t give up or go away quietly, but 
repeats his call for help more loudly. Do we ask so 
boldly? And are our prayers an honest answer to Jesus’ 
question, “What do you want me to do for you?”  

The LCC Tree Walk is just a couple months 
away and for now, I am assuming it will be 
held.  My question is will we have enough 
people willing to help if we open up the 
St. Paul Cafe'?  I am willing to organize as 
in the past but can't do it by myself.  If you 
would plan to help out for a shift, please 
let me or Lois know by Nov. 1st. You can 
email me at deb.hardersen@gmail.com or 
call or email Lois 319-462-4841 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

 

Many thanks for the encouraging and 

affirming words and cards you shared 

with me in person, and at worship. I 

feel loved and appreciated. I pray we 

can continue to grow together on this 

journey.  PRodney 

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, October 20 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Ken & Pam Humpal 
   Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler 
   PowerPoint: WD4 8th grade 
 6:00pm WD4 
 

Thursday, October 21 
 3:00pm HACAP Distribution 
 

Sunday, October 24 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson 
  Greeter: Don & Deb Hardersen 
  Reader & Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
  Greeter: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
  Reader: Ralph Andresen 
   

Tuesday, October 26 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, October 27 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Summer Parks 
   Reader & Prayers: WD4 7th Grade 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
 

 6:00pm WD4 
 

Saturday, October 30 
“Being the Word” with Pastor Rodney 
9:00-11:00 am Fellowship Hall.  
 

Sunday, October 31 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Ed Gerst & Susan K 
  Greeter: Ed & Susan 
  Reader & Prayers: Nancy Stout 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Bob & Janice Goodyear 
  Greeter: Curtis Weaver family 
  Reader & Prayers: Kaileen Weaver 

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

Judaism, meeting in the synagogues with surviving members of the 
Pharisees (Rabbis) and observing the Sabbath. In addition, there 
were those who were trying to find an answer to the age-old 
question: “Where is our God now?” and, “How is God leading us?”  
The author responds by showing that Jesus was the one destined by 
God to serve as their eternal sacrifice, high priest, Temple, 
tabernacle, bearer of the covenant, and executor of the Law, forever. 
No longer did they need a Temple, priestly class, or king to interpret 
the Mosaic Law.  By following Jesus in Holy Spirit, they would find 
the Law fulfilled and renewed. 

 
Gospel:  Mark 10: 46-52  NIV 

“Blindness was very common in the ancient Middle East. We 
know now that most cases were caused by trachoma, a contagious 
viral infection of the cornea and mucous lining of the eyelids. The 
disease was transmitted by flies and persisted because of poor 
hygiene. The ritual ablutions (washings) of the Jews helped prevent 
passing this kind of infection, but the scarcity of water led many 
peasants to omit the ablutions from their daily routine, and so the 
disease readily spread” (Pilch, Jesus Cycle B, p. 154.)  The bane for 
blind people in Jesus’ culture was that it was associated with having 
displeased or dishonored God (sin). Sight was considered a gift from 
God who also had the choice to take it away as punishment. When 
the resulting blindness could not be immediately linked to a sin of 
the blind person, it was blamed on the sin of a previous generation. 

While this public judgment brought some displeasure, the blind 
person was not without spiritual salve. It was also believed that 
before God created light, God existed in darkness. Therefore, while a 
blind person could not fully enjoy interactions with other humans 
who are created in the image and likeness of God, s/he could enjoy a 
different kind of intimacy with the Creator by simply resting in His 
presence. 

This blind man, Bartimaeus, understood the message of Jesus’ 
messiah-ship better than the apostles themselves!  This story follows 
last week’s events wherein James and John were arguing over who 
was greatest. Jesus had been trying to show them that God’s 
Kingdom is revealed to those who serve, are lowly in spirit, and 
equally respect all the community members.  The apostles were 
struggling to understand. They wanted a powerful messiah who 
would free them from Roman oppression and return their 
sovereignty. In contrast, Jesus was the suffering servant who 
provided God’s healing presence by recognizing where God’s power 
was at work. 

As Jesus and his disciples walked out of the Jordan Valley’s 
tropical city of Jericho in preparation for their ascent up the 
mountain to Jerusalem, Bartimaeus, without the benefit of excessive 
preaching or lengthy days walking the roads of Galilee, calls out to 
Jesus in faith using one of the traditional titles for the Messiah, “Son 
of David.”  He had nothing to lose and everything to gain by placing 
his faith in Jesus and the God Jesus proclaimed. But because 
blindness was so common, Bartimaeus had to find a way to convince 
Jesus to heal him. He decided to appeal to mercy. In a sense, he 
coerced Jesus to act on his behalf, counting on Jesus’ disposition 
towards compassion and kindness, and a willingness to settle an 
outstanding debt. 

What debt did Jesus owe this blind beggar? By addressing Jesus 
loudly before a crowd, “Son of David,” the blind man identified 
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Jesus as the Messiah and in the lineage of the great kings 
(Solomon the wise, David the Just, etc.). He paid Jesus a 
public accolade or honor and according to the culture 
deserved to be repaid (in this dyadic contract culture. This 
is similar to Jesus’ exchange with the Syrophoenician 
woman who sought healing for her daughter. This adds 
another level of meaning to the story if Bartimaeus 
actually is a foreigner professing faith in the Jewish 
messiah; something his own people were having difficulty 
doing). The implication was that as Messiah, Jesus stood 
as the intermediary between God, to whom he had special 
access, and this client who desired to see. In contrast to 
the civil authorities who lorded their authority over people 
(referred to in last week’s gospel), Jesus humbled himself 
and responded to the man’s request for mercy. Jesus did 
not touch him, breathe on him, or rub mud paste in his 
eyes. Instead, Jesus spoke what was already the spiritual 
truth, “Be on your way! Your faith has healed you.”  
Bartimaeus was immediately able to see physically 
because he already had the eyes of faith, and subsequently 
fell in line with the followers of Jesus. In repayment for 
this kindness, Bartimaeus intended to travel far and wide 
singing the praises of the healer (YHWH God) and his 
instrument of healing, Jesus the Messiah. 
 

Taking it Home 

  Do you have enough faith in the Suffering Servant to 
be healed of your blindness? Have you ever asked? 

 Using the three qualifications as a guideline, what 
persons or people serve as “high priest(s)” for you today 
(offers sacrifice on your behalf or helps you to offer 
yourself for the good of others or leads you in praise of 
God)? 

 What image of God do you hold? Is it similar to 
Jeremiah’s God of hope, peace, and power? Whom or 
what do you picture in your mind when you pray? 

 Fall in line with Bartimaeus, for what are you singing 
the praises of God? 

 Can you recall a time your vision kept you from 
believing God was working in your midst? 

 Talk about a time you paid someone a compliment or 
did a “kind deed” primarily in order to be repaid by that 
person later. 

 How do you respond to this question, “Where is your 
God now?” 

Crop Walk Wrap-Up 
 

It is not too late to make a donation. 
Twenty-five percent of the proceeds 
go to local food pantries. Please bring 
donations to the office or any service 
by October 31. Mary Lou will be 

turning in the envelope at the end of the month. 
Please make checks payable to Crop Walk. 

Members of St. Paul: A while back we asked all 
our members to write up a small paragraph on 
when they became members of St. Paul, and to 
list all the areas that they have been a part: 
serving on a committee, helping our with 
Sunday School, VBS, Choir, helping with 
lunches for any reason, anything that had to do 
with church.  
 

Also if you were married at St. Paul, we would 
like your wedding picture. The information we 
are collecting will go into the scrapbook for our 
100th Anniversary Celebration.  
 

We would like to have a contribution from all 
our members, please do your part and share this 
information with Lois or me. If you have any 
questions, please call us Jan 462-4223, Lois 462
-4841. It would be helpful to have this 
information by October 30, 2021.    
 

         Thank You Jan Allaire 

100th Anniversary 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three 

times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge 

in you?)   

 

““THE MALE JOURNEY: at some point in time, a 
man needs to embark on a risky journey. It's a 
necessary adventure that takes him into 
uncertainty, and it almost always involves some 
form of difficulty or failure. On this journey the 
man learns to trust God more than he trusts a sense 
of right and wrong or his own sense of self-
worth.” ― Richard Rohr 
 
“Until we walk with personal issues of despair, we 
will never uncover the Real Hope on the other side 
of that despair. Until we allow the crash and crush 
of our images, we will never discover the Real Life 
beyond what only seems like death. Remember, 
death is an imaginary loss of an imaginary self that 
is going to pass anyway. 
 

This very journey is probably the heart of what 
Jesus came to reveal.”   ― Richard Rohr, Near Occasions of Grace 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/732997
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Council Minutes Continued from page 3 

 

Purpose statement/Goals for St. Paul Committees - The council members continue to define goals 
for the St Paul Committees. Any St. Paul members interested in sharing their time and talent are 
welcome to join one of the committees.  
 
New Business  
Reformation observation on Oct. 31-The council discussed the idea of doing something in observation 
of Reformation. The council also discussed having a possible Stewardship activity in November. Both 
of these ideas will continue to be discussed by the Council.  
 
Committee updates The Council discussed encouraging people to commit to St. Paul as a disciple and 
see their sharing of time/treasure/talent as a stewardship lifestyle.  
 
Communication: A question was received regarding the St. Paul giving envelopes and whether or not 
they should continue to be ordered for members if they are not used. Nancy Lyon Douglas indicated 
this is reviewed annually and anyone that does not pick up their envelopes nor use them during the 
year, would not have envelopes ordered the following year. All envelopes that are not picked up are 
reused, in a deidentified manner, for general giving purposes. The council agreed this was a good use 
of resources.  
 

Upcoming events:  
• Mission Trip 2022 Registration Deadline - Monday October 18  
• Trunk or Treat, Sunday October 31 from 3-5 @ St. Paul  
• Being the Word, mini retreat, Saturday, Oct. 30, 9-11 a.m. Church Fellowship Hall  
• Nov. 3/7 Bishop Amy Current will preach in person  
 

Date and time for next meeting:  
St Paul Council meeting will be on Monday, November 8, 2021 @ 6:30pm  
All Leadership meeting will be on December 13, 2021 @ 6:00pm  
 

Adjourn and Closing Prayer: Motion to adjourn. Michele Countryman motioned to adjourn at 
8:27pm and Nancy Stout seconded. Ayes Carry. 

Balances of St. Paul Bank Accounts  
as of 09/30/2021 

 

Checking 
 

General Fund Checking Account 
Beginning Balance  $52,073.45 
Ending Balance  $51,359.28 

 

Land Maint & Repair Checking Acct. 
Beginning Balance  $48,343.96 
Ending Balance  $51,692.96 

 

Memorial Trust Checking Account 
Beginning Balance  $8,495.11 
Ending Balance  $7,495.11 

 

Memorial Money Market Account 
Beginning Balance $15,117.60 
Ending Balance  $15,121.33 

 
Savings 
 

Land Development Savings Account 
Beginning Balance  $36,892.87 
Ending Balance  $36,898.13 Photo & reflection by Lois Ocenosak 

Seeds come in all shapes and 
sizes. A mustard seed is a small 
seed that grows into a large 
bush.  
 

The milkweed plant provides a 
home and food for Monarchs. 
 

The bamboo seed is planted 
and takes years to see any 
growth. 
 

Our Creator uses many 
different types of seeds to 
produce many different results. 
 

Each of us plants a seed when 
we contribute to the ministry 
of the congregation, and like 
our Creator St. Paul can use 
many different types of gifts.  
 

Your generosity is appreciated. 
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If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you 
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at 462-4841 or email 
her at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.    

Pierce Fairbanks   11/1 
Jan Allaire     11/1 
Dale Jensen    11/1 
Noah Smith     11/1 
Enslee Steinberg   11/1 
Harper Paulsen   11/1 
Scott Chrisman   11/1 
Nancy Douglas     11/2 
Gavin Austin    11/4 
Sarah Andresen   11/5 
Ben Coyle     11/6 
Coby Moore    11/7 
Dan Ludwig     11/7 
Sebastian Goldsmith  11/7 
Joshua Von Sprecken  11/7 

Ingrid Vaughn   11/8 
Denny Oltmann  11/11 
Jody Fairbanks   11/13 
Carl Achenbach  11/14 
Mike Plueger   11/15 
Astoria Rummel  11/16 
Lynn Decious   11/17 
Ed Allaire    11/20 
Pete Bungum   11/20 
Bob Hora    11/21 
Storm Rummel  11/21 
Jill Heims    11/23 
Mike Dales    11/24 
Pat Merritt    11/25 
Sydney Heims   11/25 

Seth Countryman  11/28 
Karen Smith   11/29 
Lonnie Osterkamp 11/30 
Scott Lubben   11/30 
Connor Capron  11/30 
Kaileen Weaver  11/30 

November Birthdays 

Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (indoor) 
8:30 a.m Sunday (indoor) 

*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* At Wapsiana park through the fall. 
Inside if you get an email due to weather. 


