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October 31, 2021    Reformation Sunday 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

All Saints Day Commemoration  

You are invited to contact the office 

(stpaulanamosa@gmail.com or 462-4841) 
to offer the name of a loved one who has 
died this past year; we will prayerfully 
remember her/him at liturgies on All Saints, 

November 7th & 10th along with the St. 
Paul members who died since November 1, 
2020 (Darlene Moncrief, Margaret James, 
Jerry Hankemeier, Karen Kleppe, Lavern 
Ulferts, Lynn Rickels, Char Manuel, 

Edward Oltmanns, Alan Serbousek, and 
Bob Prull). 

We are declaring Oct. 31, RE-Formation Day.  If 
you haven't joined us for service recently, come on Oct. 
31 to ReForm as the Body of Christ known as St. Paul 
Lutheran. Take the first step towards restoring that habit 
of giving thanks and praise to God during your week. Let 
your heart and soul be Re-Formed in God's Spirit!  Wed. 
6:00 p.m. Blended Service; 8:30 Sunday Traditional 
Service; 10:30 Sunday Contemporary Service (Both 
services now in the church) 

Reform It Reflection  
by Lois Ocenosak 
 

Guess What! We are the 
church, this prayer is 
about us too! Make your 
list, of “99 things”, to 
help reform your life and 
pray with it. See how 
prayer changes things.  

Every renewal of the church essentially consists in an increase of 
fidelity to her own calling. Undoubtedly this explains the 
dynamism of the movement toward unity. Christ summons the 
church, as she goes her pilgrim way, to that continual reformation 
of which she always has need, insofar as she is a human 
institution here on earth. Consequently, if, in various times and 
circumstances, there have been deficiencies in moral conduct or in 
church discipline, or even in the way that church teaching has 
been formulated—to be carefully distinguished from the deposit of 
faith itself--these should be set right at the opportune moment 
and in the proper way. 

—Decree on Ecumenism, Second Vatican Council, 1964 
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Join us for worship  
with Bishop Current! 

 

Southeast Iowa Synod, Bishop 
Amy Current, will be with us for 
worship and to preach on Wed., 
Nov. 3, 6:00 pm and Sun., Nov. 7, 
8:30 and 10:30 indoor services.   
 

Bishop Amy has a real heart 
for the Gospel and creating 
community. Come join us for 
joyful prayer and praise! We 
expect more worshippers than 
usual, and given the ongoing 
higher than usual incidence of 
viruses in our community, we ask 
you to plan to wear a mask while 
inside the church space.  
 

We are among a few churches 
who will have this opportunity 
this year so we want to welcome 
everyone, even the unvaccinated 
in our families. Help us create a 
safer space by wearing a mask. 
The older WD4 grades will attend, 
and 3rd/4th graders will receive 
personal Bibles during the 
Wednesday service. 

Bishop Amy Current 
Southeastern Iowa Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Rev. Amy Current is a pastor in The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) and has served the Southeastern Iowa Synod in the 
office of bishop since 2020. She is a graduate of Concordia College, 
Moorhead, MN (B.A.) and Wartburg Theological Seminary (M.Div.). 
 

Prior to her role as bishop, Current served as vice president for admissions 
and student services at Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. 
She also served in various leadership roles at Wartburg Seminary 
including director for financial aid and stewardship formation, director for 
public communications, and interim director of the Center for Youth 
Ministries. Born and raised in North Dakota, Amy was honored to serve as 
pastor of Maple Sheyenne Lutheran Church in Harwood, N.D., as pastor 
of Golden Ridge Lutheran Church, Fargo, N.D., and Congregational 
Lutheran United Church, Gardner, N.D. 
 

Bishop Current serves on the boards of Grand View University, Lutheran 
Services in Iowa, Wartburg College, and Unity Point Health - Des 
Moines. 
 

Bishop Current is married to Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere, who serves as 
professor of biblical interpretation at Wartburg Theological Seminary. 
They have two children, Isaac and Shonagh Current Giere. The family has 
two miniature Australian shepherds, Archie and Otis.  
 

Bishop Current enjoys reading novels, kayaking, snowshoeing, walking, 
sharing meals, lingering in conversation, watching tv and exploring 
through travel.  
 

About the Southeastern Iowa Synod 

The Southeastern Iowa Synod is one of 65 synods of one of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America one of the largest Christian 
denominations in the United States. The Southeastern Iowa Synod is a 

network of 136 congregations, campus and outdoor ministries, and other 
worshipping communities in 38 counties throughout central and 
southeastern Iowa. With over 88,000 baptized members, the Southeastern 

Iowa Synod exists to unite the work of congregations, provide regional 
support and strengthen ongoing local ministries. For ongoing news and 
events, visit: www.seiasynod.org 

 
Saturday morning October 30, I would love to step out of the routine 
with you, to retreat, and pray: 
 

Mini-Retreat Series for Older Youth & Adults: "Being the Word." 
 

Join with other seekers and faith wonderers for a morning of reflection 
and sharing around an Illumination from the St. John's Bible. Pastor 
Rodney will facilitate the movements of this Visio Divina (Holy 
Seeing) process: Hearing, Seeing, Meditating, Sharing, Praying, and 
Contemplating, with one of the pieces of original scripture-based art 
from the commissioned St. John's Bible.   
 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall of the Church from 9-11 a.m. Saturday, 
October 30. Please call Pastor Rodney (319) 389-6153 to reserve 
your spot.  
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GriefShare meets on Tuesday evenings 
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE 
building. If you would like to attend please 
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358. (GriefShare will not meet Nov. 2) 
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Items 
needed this week:  peas, pancake mix & 
syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and 
personal care items. You may drop off 
food donations to the church office 
during regular business hours or during 
WD4. Please place items under the table 
in the entryway. A church member will 
contact Julie to make arrangements for 
delivery.  

 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For Vicki Schuman (daughter of Jan Allaire) 
for Leslie Swartz, for Kasen (grandson of 
Vickie & Gary Behnke), for continued and 
growing health of our community. 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

First Reading: The Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 31:7-9, 31-34  NIV 
 Jeremiah is one of several prophets from the fifty-year Babylonian 

captivity (586-529 BC), during which time the Israelites grew desperate 
for their God, YHWH. Jeremiah was dictating to his scribe Baruch while 
in hiding. He had seen the destruction of the northern kingdom called 
Israel, and now he awaited the fate of the southern kingdom, Judah. He 
was pessimistic when he realized that Judah’s relationship with YHWH 
was abysmal. The people, in particular the king and religious leaders, 
exploited each other, failed to take care of the poor, widowed, and 
orphaned, ignored the Sabbath day of rest, and seemed apathetic towards 
their covenantal relationship with Yahweh. 

Yet, Jeremiah’s message as presented in today’s reading is highly 
optimistic because YHWH is a God of power, hope, promise, and long 
suffering. The God he knows longs to bring Israel back to him and to 
make the people holy {hear the words of YHWH from the Book of the 
prophet Hosea:  “Come back to me with all your heart. Long have I 
waited for your coming home....”} Even though the people are not able 
to secure their own release from their bitter exile, YHWH God will act 
on their behalf and show favor to the powerless and dependent, the blind 
and lame and pregnant. God himself will protect them and lead them 
back on a new Exodus to the fertile and peaceful lands they call home. 

Ephraim is another name for the people of the northern kingdom of 
Israel. When the descendents of Jacob returned to Canaan from Egypt, 
Joseph’s tribal land was divided between his sons Ephraim and 
Manasseh. Ephraim went on to become the more influential of the two. 

 
Psalm 46 
 

Second Reading:   Romans 3:19-28  NIV 
According to Paul, all who sin, or fail to live up to the moral goals 

humans were created to attain, do not fully share in the presence of God 
available in this life. The good news is that God’s uprightness is shown 
to these same people through the blood of the sacrificial lamb, Jesus. 
Jesus’ faithfulness to God’s will and the shedding of his life force before 
humanity is a sign of God’s eternal pursuit of reconciliation with sinful 
humans. Jesus did not get sacrificed to God in order to change God’s 
mind about condemning humans; rather, his sacrifice communicates to 
humans who are able to grasp it that God has restored human honor 
(Redemption) and forgiven any impurity caused by sin (expiation/
atonement). The one who believes in Jesus can glimpse the tremendous 
love the Father has for His creation. Then, people can be motivated by 
love to perform good works as opposed to doing good deeds in order to 
earn one’s worth or to convince God of one’s goodness. 

 
 Gospel:  John 8:31-36 NIV 

Jesus says that slaves don’t remain in the house forever, but the son 
does, and therefore the son is the one who is able to set people free. The 
image he uses is not immediately clear. In her commentary on John, 

 

Introduction: Rooted in the past and growing into the 
future, the church must always be reformed in order to 
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We 
celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus 
Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming 
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, 
we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more 
fully in worship and mission.  

ALY: November is St. Paul Lutheran 
Church’s turn to prepare the ALY bags. If 
you are available Thursday mornings at 
10:00 and can help out please come to the 
lower level of the CE building.  
 

Hope Cluster Women of the ELCA will be 
gathering on Thursday, November 4 from 
6:45-8:00 pm at St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church in Monticello. Devotional will be 
on the 23rd Psalm.  
 

The LCC Tree Walk is just a couple months 
away and for now, I am assuming it will be 
held.  My question is will we have enough 
people willing to help if we open up the 
St. Paul Cafe'?  I am willing to organize as 
in the past but can't do it by myself.  If you 
would plan to help out for a shift, please 
let me or Lois know by Nov. 1st. You can 
email me at deb.hardersen@gmail.com or 
call or email Lois 319-462-4841 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, October 27 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Summer Parks 
   Reader: WD4 7th Grade 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
 

 6:00pm WD4 
 

Saturday, October 30 
“Being the Word” with Pastor Rodney 
9:00-11:00 am Fellowship Hall.  
 

Sunday, October 31 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Ed Gerst & Susan K 
  Greeter: Ed & Susan 
  Reader & Prayers: Virginia Danielson 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Bob & Janice Goodyear 
  Greeter: Curtis Weaver family 
  Reader & Prayers: Kaileen Weaver 
   

Tuesday, November 2 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—No meeting today 
 8:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, November 3rd 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Ben Coyle 
   Reader: WD4 5th Grader 
   Prayers: Nolan Lansing & Reese 
   PowerPoint: WD4 8th Grader 
 

 6:00pm WD4 at Worship 
 
 

Sunday, November 7 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Kristi Fortune 
  Greeter: Mike & Nancy Bickford 
  Reader: Linda Kenny 
  PowerPoint: Conor Fortune 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Douglas 
  Greeter: Fred Austin Family 
  Reader & Prayers: Nancy Douglas 
  PowerPoint: Lambertsen boys 

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com      (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com     (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (951) 553-5728 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com     (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE leave a message 
if we cannot answer. We will return your call ASAP.  

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

Marianne Meye Thompson suggests that, given the Judeans’ appeal 
to their status as offspring (sperma, “seed”) of Abraham, Jesus may 
be alluding to the story of Ishmael and Isaac. Both Ishmael and Isaac 
were sperma of Abraham. But Ishmael was treated as a slave and 
cast out of the house, while Isaac remained in the house as son and 
heir. Jesus seems to be saying that ethnic heritage is not enough. 
Being the seed of Abraham is not enough. Only the son can liberate 
them from their slavery to sin. He is the truth who will set them free. 

Knowing the liberating truth, therefore, is not a matter of head 
knowledge. It does not mean learning facts or agreeing with 
doctrines. As the continuation of the conversation shows, such 
agreement can quickly turn to opposition (John 8:37-40). When 
Jesus challenges the Judeans’ worldview and their cherished 
identity, some of these same believers will try to kill him (8:59). 

Knowing the truth means knowing Jesus Christ. It is relational 
knowledge, trust in a person rather than belief in a set of ideas. We 
can study a person’s teachings and know all about their life, their 
habits, and their history, but that doesn’t mean we know the person. 
To know them we have to spend time with them, listen to them, and 
share ourselves with them. As Jesus prays in John 17:21, “As you, 
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me.”  Believers become 
disciples by remaining with Jesus, staying in relationship with him, 
and letting his words and his presence challenge and change us. 
Jesus is God’s truth incarnate, and he exposes the hatred, the 
selfishness, and the lies that enslave us. He does not merely forgive 
our sins; he promises to liberate us from them and make us free to 
follow him instead. {borrowed from commentary by Judith Jones, 
Vicar St. Stephen & St. Luke by the Sea Episcopal Churches, 
Waldport, Ore. Working Preacher, Luther Seminary} 

 
Taking it Home 

--What image of God do you hold? Is it similar to Jeremiah’s God of 
hope, peace, and power? Whom or what do you picture in your mind 
when you pray? 
--List three things, activities, and/or people who distract you from 
keeping God first in your life. 
--Check in on your attitude towards creating unity and loving your 
neighbor as you love God. Are there any changes in perspective or 
posture towards people called for? Be specific. Share your 
conclusion with someone you trust. 
--You just communed with Jesus and the other believers at this 
Eucharist… name one thing you can do today or tomorrow to show 
your love of neighbor. 



St. Paul Lutheran Church | 201 N. Ford Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 |  stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   5 

 Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through three 

times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images and 
feelings emerge in your imagination?)   
 

Jesus marks a new direction in evolution toward 
integrated being, healthy relationships, and healing 
presence, all of which contribute to the act of a new 
future. As the wellspring of divine love emerging from 
within, Jesus shows us what it means to be a human 
person and the way to deepen our humanity toward the 
fullness of life. His disciples recognized him as the Christ, 
the anointed One (Mk 8: 27), the One who will bring 
about a new future, a new creation, and who has already 
done so in our present age. 
     The Christ emerges in Jesus, and the humanity of Jesus 
shows us what the Christ looks like; his humanity is our 
humanity, and his life is our life. What took place in 
Jesus’ life must take place in ours as well if the fullness of 
Christ is to come to be. “Our salvation is necessary for the 
completion of Christ,” wrote the Cistercian Isaac of Stella. 
Christ is the future of this evolutionary cosmos, the One 
who trinitizes creation into a household of unity, the 
integrated unified center of persons in love.          
Ilia Delio, FSA, (2011-11-09). The Emergent Christ. 
Orbis Books. Kindle Edition (1120+). 

Crop Walk Wrap-Up 
 

It is not too late to make a donation. 
Twenty-five percent of the proceeds 
go to local food pantries. Please bring 
donations to the office or any service 
by October 31. Mary Lou will be 

turning in the envelope at the end of the month. 
Please make checks payable to Crop Walk. 

Members of St. Paul: A while back we asked all our 
members to write up a small paragraph on when they 
became members of St. Paul, and to list all the areas that 
they have been a part: serving on a committee, helping 
our with Sunday School, VBS, Choir, helping with 
lunches for any reason, anything that had to do with 
church.  
 

Also if you were married at St. Paul, we would like your 
wedding picture. The information we are collecting will 
go into the scrapbook for our 100th Anniversary 
Celebration.  
 

We would like to have a contribution from all our 
members, please do your part and share this information 
with Lois or me. If you have any questions, please call 
us Jan 462-4223, Lois 462-4841. It would be helpful to 
have this information by October 30, 2021.    
 

         Thank You Jan Allaire 

100th Anniversary 

 
ENCYCLICAL LETTER LAUDATO SI’ OF THE 

HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

Given in Rome at Saint Peter’s on 24 May, the 
Solemnity of Pentecost, in the year 2015, the third of my 

Pontificate. 
CHAPTER ONE   WHAT IS HAPPENING TO OUR 
COMMON HOME   II. THE ISSUE OF WATER 
 

30. Even as the quality of available water is constantly 
diminishing, in some places there is a growing 
tendency, despite its scarcity, to privatize this resource, 
turning it into a commodity subject to the laws of the 
market. Yet access to safe drinkable water is a basic 
and universal human right, since it is essential to 
human survival and, as such, is a condition for the 
exercise of other human rights. Our world has a grave 
social debt towards the poor who lack access to 
drinking water, because they are denied the right to a 
life consistent with their inalienable dignity. This debt 
can be paid partly by an increase in funding to provide 
clean water and sanitary services among the poor. But 
water continues to be wasted, not only in the developed 
world but also in developing countries which possess it 
in abundance. This shows that the problem of water is 
partly an educational and cultural issue, since there is 
little awareness of the seriousness of such behavior 
within a context of great inequality. 
 

31. Greater scarcity of water will lead to an increase in 
the cost of food and the various products which depend 
on its use. Some studies warn that an acute water 
shortage may occur within a few decades unless urgent 
action is taken. The environmental repercussions could 
affect billions of people; it is also conceivable that the 
control of water by large multinational businesses may 
become a major source of conflict in this century.  
Response to Laudato Si’:  What words or phrases leave 
an impression on you? Are you compelled to change 
your behavior or thinking because of it? 

http://tinyurl.com/ms5eajw
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (indoor) 
8:30 a.m Sunday (indoor) 

*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* At Wapsiana park through the fall. 
Inside if you get an email due to weather. 

FYI: Things are on 
the move at St. Paul. 
You will notice that the 
dumpster has been 
moved from the church 
parking lot to the CE 

building parking lot along with all the recycle 
bins. This move is happening to preserve the 
cement and prepare for the driveway to be 
repaired. Embrace the change, and accept the 
“new normal” in all aspects of life! 


