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The most fundamental purpose for this feast is to show
the unity of the Church on earth with the communion of quy c%)llé%eﬂdaﬁg and _@(lve c%jm’&%’-
saints and their constant intercession on behalf of us, the
Pilgrim Church. Listen to the words of our liturgy as they
constantly refer to the saints who pray for God to forgive our
sins. These faithful men and women gave us a pattern for
holy living which helps us as we now prepare to know the
joy of God’s kingdom.

Saints may be defined as those who make the ordinary
extraordinary, and the extraordinary credible. In the
beatitudes from Matthew’s gospel, it is the common, almost
insignificant people who are most cherished and blessed by
God. It is these people whose very ordinary lives often made
undramatic biographies that are now called the saints of God.
The saint is led by faith and faith’s vision to faithfully live
the demands of God’s kingdom. Saints are revealers of who
God is to others. This feast makes sense because it
recognizes all the unnamed champions of faith and witnesses
to God’s power through time. The saints help us realize that
we who are undergoing trials in this life are called to
holiness, and this holiness resides in revealing the Lord to
others in the everyday situations of life.
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Everyone wishes for their family to be safe and healthy.

G v : '}f:j: You can help make that wish come true for a family in
o (OO0 % heed.
\ 4 248 Donate at the Anamosa Community Blood Drive and be a
. 2= /Sal champion for local patients. If you are available, please sign up

ek today to give on November 5.
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Anamosa Community Blood Drive

Sponsored by F&M Bank and Anamosa High School
Thursday, November 5%

2:00 pm — 6:00 pm

St. Paul Lutheran Church, Fellowship Hall

To sign up online, https://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/81095
or contact Trevor Hulett at thulett@fmbank.biz or Stephanie Erps at serps@anamosa.k12.ia.us
APPOINTMENTS AND MASKS ARE REQUIRED. Walk-ins will not be accepted to allow for proper social distancing.

Please note the following safety protocols for our blood drive:

You must have an appointment on the schedule to donate at this blood drive. We will not be accepting walk
-in donations right now so we can ensure social distancing protocols.

Donors will be required to wear a mask or face covering. If you do not have one, one will be provided to
you at the drive.

You cannot bring additional guests with you to the drive, unless they too are donating and have an appointment.

Our staff will change gloves and sanitize hands between donors. Donation beds will be wiped down with disinfectant
between donors.

We are ensuring that frequently touched surfaces, like donor beds, chairs and lap tops are sanitized.

We are encouraging donors to complete the online medical questionnaire (EarlyQ) ahead of their appointment by clicking the
EarlyQ link on our website www.bloodcenter.org, under the "Donating Blood" tab.

Connections with Creation (from Sundays and Seasons.com November 1, 2020)
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission

Compared with the human species, most other life forms on the earth are currently
in a very vulnerable position. They lack the ability to advocate for the welfare of
their habitats, and many creatures are on the edge of extinction. The animals that
live in threatened habitats such as rain forests, prairies, and oceans are most
certainly meek. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus proclaims, “Blessed are the
meek, for they will inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5).

An ecological interpretation of this part of Jesus’ message might humbly
acknowledge the almost certain truth that if humans disappeared from the planet,
many other creatures would be more likely to thrive. However, if the other
creatures died in great numbers, Homo sapiens would become extinct. On All Saints
Day, Christians influenced by Martin Luther’s theology are called to confess that we
are simultaneously saint and sinner; we are capable of great harm and also are
called to live in the hope that death is not the end of God’s story or our own.
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People who walk in darkness have sought
a light in the heart of the darkest night.
Just when we thought all would be lost,
we were drawn to the light of God.
ELW 593

Dear Friends in Christ,

After more than 12 years, there are but a handful of
days left of my time as bishop. It has been an odd
leave-taking because of the need to be physically
separated from so many of you. I have been helped
immensely by my colleagues in the Office of the
Bishop whose dedication to our shared work has
not diminished. And I have been heartened by the
many good conversations and meetings [ have
shared with Bishop Amy Current in the weeks
since her election. That we have found so many
opportunities to laugh together in the midst of
heavy transitional discussions adds to my
confidence that she will serve well, and that you
will help her in her ministry the way so many of
you have helped me.

While it is tempting to take this last opportunity to
write as much as I can about the many challenges
we face together, I'll leave you with just a thought
or two about a few.

e COVID-19: The next 6-12 weeks promise to be
the darkest of the pandemic. If I had the authority,
I would suspend all indoor, in-person worship
until at least the spring of 2021 out of deep concern
for neighbor and community. I know this is hard.
In the short term, it will likely get harder. Be safe.

e Racism: As I acknowledge my own complicity, I
will work with my neighbors and church
community here to combat the sin of racism and to

overcome the societal tolerance of white
supremacy and I encourage you to do the same...
with urgency. This too is hard and the necessary
work is long overdue.

e Mental Health: Ministry in the time of
pandemic is complicated by the need to learn over
and over again how to live out our calling. Take
care of yourself even as you keep in mind that this
is hard for all the people around you. Individual
and communal mental health needs are likely to
spike as winter sets in. Be mindful of, and attentive
to the needs of others. And if you find yourself in
need of healing, ask for help.

e The Election: I made a plan to vote and I voted.
Now, I invite you to join me in making a plan to
live together with the outcome. Regardless of the
results, we are called to be peacemakers, which
will require kindness and humility.

So much of what is asked of us, whether together
or alone, seems really hard, including the
admonition to love God with everything in us and
to love our neighbor. Especially the business about
loving our neighbor can be hard at a time when it
can be so much easier to be outraged and to
complain. I think the key to loving is the very
experience of being loved by God. God loves us...
all of us. To proclaim the good news of God’s
mercifully expansive love is our shared calling.

Remember, goodness is stronger than evil, justice
will finally come. The saving death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the deepest truth of
all life.

With gratitude,
Pk (3rdr

Bishop Michael L. Burk
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Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

Chris Holtz and Lynn Rickels, and for all

facing challenges from the corona virus

and natural disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

Ushers & Readers: If you would like to
usher or read at one of our Sunday or
Wednesday in-person services please call
or email Barb Kleis to get on the schedule.
(319) 480-1196 kleis.barb@gmail.com

ALY Packing: November is St. Paul’s
month to pack ALY weekend bags of food
for our school children. Packing in the time
of Covid is not the same as in normal times,
so we’ll keep the teams safe and small. If
you want to volunteer to pack on a
Thursday morning at 10:00 AM in
November, please register (there’s that
word again!) with Virginia Danielson by
calling 462-4625. Masks will be worn, and
drop-ins won’t be welcomed! Thank you
all for understanding. We look forward to
happier Covid-free days.

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table
in the parking lot lower level of the CE
building, weather permitting. Masks are
not mandatory but social distancing will
be enforced. This will be talking sessions
only. All are welcome.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
[A 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call 462-4343. They are in need
of canned vegetables, canned fruits & beef
stew.

The Pulse will be published weekly
the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.

Introduction: All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God,
living and dead, who are the body of Christ. As November heralds
the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, the readings
and liturgy call us to remember all who have died in Christ and
whose baptism is complete.

The Feast of AIl Saints

Reading I: The Book of Revelation 7:2-4,9-17 NIV

John the seer witnesses the heavenly scene in which the
righteous—the purified and holy ones, including those martyrs
who have been made victorious in death--stand before God (the
throne) and Christ (the Lamb). Together with the heavenly host of
angels, the righteous offer praise to God who protects them. This
image laden vision gives us insight into a couple of significant
factors present in the Christian community around 100 A.D. The
first is that those who followed “The Way,” or Jesus as Messiah,
were cast out of the Jewish communities and the synagogues.
This was the culminating act stemming from the antagonism that
had existed since the time of Paul and Barnabas. Already, there
were martyrs who had sacrificed their lives for the gospel
message (several Apostles, James, Peter and Paul, along with
some of their followers, and others) and they were counted
among the multitude of righteous ones (saints). Second, a number
of Christians had been martyred by Roman forces for committing
treason because they would not bow down in worship of the
Caesar. People in the Christian communities throughout Asia
Minor (Turkey & Syria) were wondering how they would endure
the persecution, and more importantly, why they should hang
onto belief in a Jewish God when it only brought them peril.

The third is the central theme of John’s vision and the answer
to the Christian questioning: Christ’s self-sacrificing act of love
has brought universal salvation. John describes the multitude of
righteous ones (represented in the stars of the night sky without
the pollution of street lamps and store fronts) as including people
of faith from every race, nation, people, and tongue. Salvation is
available to all who have “washed their robes in the blood of the
Lamb.” If taken literally, this image makes little sense. Instead, it
must be understood as a baptismal reference. Believers wash their
robes in baptism as an expression of their faith in the one who
gave his blood for the world as the sacrificial lamb. It is the grace
of Christ’s love that washes away the blemishes of sin making the
robes white and pure, and the ones who live in this grace will be
called righteous.

Psalm 34:1-10, 22 g’
will [

Pmlms 3,1..1
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Reading II: The First Letter of St. John 3:1-3 NIV

It is difficult to know exactly what prompted the set of
statements from John contained in today’s second reading. We
do know that there had been some division in this early Christian
community; apparently some of the early believers (around 100
A.D.) could no longer endure living in this community and split
off. John calls them deceivers and false prophets. In today’s
passage, John seems to be answering questions about the after-
life. In a manner of simplicity, his response does not seek to
further clarify with details and/or “insights into the Kingdom.”
Rather, he reminds his community that their faith and baptism
have made them “children of God.” This is a relationship of
love that will protect them, and that needs to be enough for
now. The rest will happen later, and the promise is “we [the
believers] shall be like Him,” glorified!

Gospel: Matthew 5:1 - 12a NIV

We have heard the list of beatitudes recited time and again, but
have we really “heard” the beatitudes?

One of Matthew’s goals is to convince his Jewish audience that
Jesus is the new Moses. Like Moses the great leader who
brought the Israelites out of captivity into freedom before God,
Jesus saves his people. The comparison was begun earlier in the
gospel. When Moses was a baby, the Egyptian Pharaoh had all
the sons of the Hebrew people slain because he feared their
growing numbers and power. Moses was spared after being
found by the Pharaoh’s own daughter. Likewise, Jesus was
spared the Slaughter of the Innocents as recorded in chapter two
of Matthew. This slaughter was carried out by Herod the Great
for the same reasons, but one thousand years later. Jesus and his
family fled to Egypt for protection and stayed there until the
threat has passed. Jesus leaves Egypt so that he can return home
to lead his people out from under the oppression of sin and
corrupt leadership into the kingdom of God. Moses, after
growing older, comes back to Egypt to lead his people out to the
Promised Land, the kingdom of God.

Now, in this fifth chapter, we hear that Jesus went up the
mountain to reveal God’s message to all the people, especially
the poor and marginalized (allusion to Moses’ going up the
mountain to receive the Ten Commandments.) Jesus sat down to
teach which was customary in that day; revered people spoke
while sitting in a place of authority (occasionally, you’ll see the
Pope, bishop or pastor preach from the presider’s chair, which
flows from this tradition.) Matthew wants his readers to believe
that in Jesus, Israel has been recreated. Through his followers,
the new Israel continues to exist. And so the Beatitudes become
the description of the remnant, those who sustain and recreate his
chosen people. In the list, we find that blessedness has been
bestowed upon those whom the world despises and marginalizes.
Among the list are those who are “poor in spirit”, those not
attached to things they have; the “meek”, those who are humble
and gentle; the people who thirst for righteousness, those who

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or
St. Paul Facebook page.

(For reservations call/email parish office)

Sunday, November 1

*  9:00am Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Dale & Pat Jensen
Reader: Pat Jensen

Monday, November 2
*  2:30pm Wisdom Pattern Book Study

Tuesday, November 3

* 1:30pm Scripture study LL CE or Zoom
*  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE

*+  8:00pm AA—LL CE

Wednesday, November 4

+  6:00pm Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Heidi Meeks
Reader: WD4 Student/teacher

*  6:00pm WD4 CE building

Thursday, November S
*  Mississippi Blood Drive

Sunday, November 8

*  9:00am Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Tom & Sherri
Reader: Sherri Evans

Wednesday, November 11

+  6:00pm Worship (reservations only)
Ushers: Ben Coyle
Reader: Ben Coyle

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours

Lois: M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F— 9-noon.
Kaileen: M, Tue, Th 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Brie Wittenburg
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 975-8186

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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seek what is right, fair, and just.

In a real sense, these beatitudes describe the
saints. This is true because we believe that Jesus was
truly human and divine, and so, when like him we
live the fullness of our humanity as described in the
Beatitudes, we reveal the divine.

Taking it home:

*Which of the Beatitudes most closely aligns with
you today.

*Tell a friend about someone who models humility
for you. How can you increase your sense of
humility? {Recall, humility/humble comes from
the same word as earth/dirt “humus,” to be made
low, down to earth, simple.}

*Can you name someone who is/was considered
weak or insignificant in the eyes of the world but
was able to shame or shock others through his/
her actions? {i.e. Dorothy Day, the Amish, MLK
Jr.}

*Describe the saintly people in your life right now.

*Would you be included in the “remnant?”

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read
through three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you?
What images and feelings emerge in your imagination?)

Jesus marks a new direction in evolution toward
integrated being, healthy relationships, and
healing presence, all of which contribute to the
act of a new future. As the wellspring of divine
love emerging from within, Jesus shows us
what it means to be a human person and the
way to deepen our humanity toward the fullness
of life. His disciples recognized him as the
Christ, the anointed One (Mk 8: 27), the One
who will bring about a new future, a new
creation, and who has already done so in our
present age.

The Christ emerges in Jesus, and the
humanity of Jesus shows us what the Christ
looks like; his humanity is our humanity, and his
life is our life. What took place in Jesus’ life
must take place in ours as well if the fullness of
Christ is to come to be. “Our salvation is
necessary for the completion of Christ,” wrote
the Cistercian Isaac of Stella. Christ is the
future of this evolutionary cosmos, the One who
trinitizes creation into a household of unity, the
integrated unified center of persons in love.
llia Delio, FSA, (2011-11-09). The Emergent
Christ. Orbis Books. Kindle Edition (1120+).

2017 marks the 500t anniversary of the
reformation begun by Martin Luther.

Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and

Eucharist, 1s a declaration of the consensus achieved
by Lutherans and Catholics as the result of
ecumenical dialogue between the two communions
between 1965 and 2015.

III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/
ROMAN CATHOLIC DIALOGUES—
ELABORATED AND DOCUMENTED

A. Church
10. Catholics and Lutherans agree that the church
on earth is united with the community of the saints
in glory.
Church and Justification asserts: The communio
with God which has already been given and realized
on earth through Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit is
the foundation of Christian hope beyond death and
of the communio between Christ’s saints on earth
and Christ’s saints who have already died. ... We
believe in the fundamental indestructibility of the
life given us in Christ through the power of the Holy
Spirit even through the judgment and beyond death
(§ 295). A similar conviction is found in the
document from the German bilateral dialogue,
Communio Sanctorum: The Church as the
Communion of Saints (2000): “The communion in
Christ into which human beings are called endures
also in death and judgment. It becomes complete as,
through the pain over failure in earthly life, persons
come with their love to give the perfect response to
God” (§ 228).

The U.S. Dialogue Round XI document, The
Hope of Eternal Life (2010), asserts: “The
fellowship of those sanctified, the ‘holy ones’ or
saints, includes believers both living and dead. There
is thus a solidarity of the church throughout the
world with the church triumphant.” This solidarity
across the barrier of death is particularly evident in
the Eucharist, which is always celebrated in unity
with the hosts of heaven. ... Particularly in praise and
adoration of God at the Lord’s table, the apparent
division marked by death melts away (§ 217). Pope
John Paul II’s statement Ut unum sint (1995) applies
to this relationship, for “the communion between our
Communities, even if still incomplete, is truly and
solidly grounded in the full communion of the
Saints—those who, at the end of a life faithful to
grace, are in communion with Christ in glory. These
Saints come from all the Churches and Ecclesial
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Communities which gave them entrance into the
communion of salvation.”
--Find someone from another faith tradition and

- ERE L cnacm6o W gr3
discuss this agreement. N “% h ‘
--Eschatology is the part of theology concerned y

with death, judgment, and final destiny. @

Thank you for the many signs of
affirmation you've extended to me
this month. I feel loved and
appreciated!

My wife and I have our eyes set on a
couple of serviceberry trees and a
white oak for the backyard but we're
going to wait until the spring to get
them. Thank you for this life affirming
gift!

Shalom, PRod

RN ""«1’.5 e
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On the left: These are a few examples of the
many signs pastor received. The others were
devoured too quickly for me to capture.
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Wednesday 6:00 P.M.

" Sunday 9:00 A.M.
= 10:30 A.M Wapsi-Ana Park

N Call or email the church office for a reservation.

Taped service is also available on YouTube,
Facebook and website.

We will be celebrating our
100th Anniversary soon.

We have been asking everyone for any pictures
pertaining to events that took place at St. Paul’s...
wedding, baptisms, birthdays, anniversaries, Sunday
School programs, VBS, any newspaper clippings.

To give us time to organize them into booklets we
would like them by the end of this year! You may
bring them to the office, or you may send them
electronically if possible to
“stpaulanamosa@gmail.com”. Please include your
names (women’s maiden name for weddings) and
the date of the event. If you have any questions, you
may call me at 462-4223....please leave a message
and [ will return your call. Please help us make this a
very special event for St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Thank You. Jan Allaire
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