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November 7, 2021  All Saints Sunday 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

T h e  F e a s t  o f  A l l  S a i n t s  
The most fundamental purpose for this feast is to show the unity of the church on earth with the 

communion of saints and their constant intercession on behalf of us, the Pilgrim Church. Listen to the 
words of our liturgy as they constantly refer to the saints who pray for God to forgive our sins. These 
saintly women and men give us a pattern for holy living which helps us as we now prepare to know the 
joy of God’s kingdom.  

Saints may be defined as those who make the ordinary extraordinary, and the extraordinary 
credible. In the beatitudes from Matthew’s gospel, it is the common, almost insignificant people who 
are to become the most cherished and blessed by God. In John ’s recounting of Lazarus’ raising from 
the dead, Jesus demonstrates the hope for life found through faith, in the face of sorrow, death, pain, 
and separation. It is these people whose very ordinary lives often made undramatic biographies who are 
now called the saints of God.  

The saint is the one led by faith and faith’s vision to perceive that in the present she or he is called 
to live the demands of God’s kingdom. Saints are revealers of who God is to others. This feast makes 
sense because it recognizes all the unnamed champions of faith and witnesses to God ’s grace through 
time. The saints make us realize that we who are undergoing the trials in this life are called to holiness, 
and this holiness resides in revealing the Lord to others in the everyday situations of life.  

We remember . . .  

Darlene Moncrief 
8/27/1933--11/23/2020 

Margaret James 
06/15/1939—12/13/2020 

Jerry Hankemeier 
6/11/1945—12/18/2020 

Karen Kleppe 
3/13/1961—1/05/2021 

Lavern  &   June Ulferts 
11/22/1933 -  7/4/1935- 
1/18/1921   6/17/2020 

Lynn Rickels 
8/25/1948—2/25/2021 

Char Manuel 
5/20/1938— 

6/13/2021 

Ed Oltmanns 
7/11/1950—7/27/2021 

Robert Prull 
1/08/1028—10/18/2021 
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Thanks to all who donated goodies, grilled hot dogs, set-up, teared down, 
worked a game, had a trunk and donated your time to help serve our 
Anamosa Community! We were able to serve over 160 hot dogs, chips, 
goodies and drinks to children, youth and families. We could not have 
done it without the St. Paul Community and surrounding businesses & 
organizations that stepped up!  

Ed & Susan enduring the cold to help 
serve the community  

Andrea helping mooove the 
children in our community in the 
“Cake Walk”  

Wonder if Pastor is 
missing an Alb???  

One of our local organizations, 
ALY, hosting a trunk  

With the help of H.S. students, 
Brie & Marshall Fowler hosted 
their first trunk as a married 
couple  

Shawna getting her trunk ready 
to withstand the wind  
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GriefShare meets on Tuesday evenings 
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE 
building. If you would like to attend please 
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358. (GriefShare will not meet Nov. 2) 
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Items 
needed this week:  green beans, pork & 
beans, canned tomatoes, hamburger 
helper and personal care items. You may 
drop off food donations to the church 
office during regular business hours or 
during WD4. Please place items under 
the table in the entryway. A church 
member will contact Julie to make 
arrangements for delivery.  

 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For Darcy Tenley, Del Prout, Joyce Wendt, 
Curtis Weaver and for continued and 
growing health of our community.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

Reading I:  The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 25:6-9    NIV      
 The Israelites of the northern kingdom had been defeated by the 
Assyrian armies and sent into exile around 721 BCE. Judah, the southern 
kingdom which contained Jerusalem, the city from which this prophet 
wrote, had fallen under Assyrian rule but was not destroyed. While the 
Jews were allowed to worship Yahweh, Jerusalem had been put under 
control of a foreign presence. King Ahaz was forced to pay tribute to 
Assyria. The normal jubilation in relationship to Yahweh was subdued 
because of the heavy taxes the inhabitants of Judah had to pay Kings 
Shalmaneser V, then Sargon, and eventually his son, Sennecharib, in 
order to maintain life as they knew it. The people did not feel a sense of 
peace while their freedoms were fettered by an oppressive foreign ruler 
that worshipped other deities. The ability for the Israelites to live fully in 
the Kingdom of God as intended under God’s law was severely 
compromised. 
 In this section of chapter 25, Isaiah is trying desperately to keep a 
sense of hope and optimism alive for all those Jews who felt oppressed 
whether in exile or at home. Isaiah was painting a mental picture of a 
future time when Jerusalem will be free and Yahweh’s throne will once 
again be established as the primary throne. He saw this hope in the 
reforming actions of the new king, Hezekiah, son of Ahaz. According to 
Isaiah, when this time comes, the repentant Jews will be returned to their 
rightful home in Jerusalem. Yahweh will make “this mountain” (Mt. 
Zion/Jerusalem) safe once again and the place of protection for the poor 
and faithful remnant (the anawim). No longer will they suffer hunger, 
thirst, or depravity; rather they will feast on the Lord’s banquet, 
bountiful rich foods and drink. All will be fed, and when satisfied, be 
filled with the desire to rejoice in the power of their gracious God. This 
image would have been especially powerful for those Jews who had 
survived the Assyrian siege on Jerusalem in which they were nearly 
starved to death. 
 The theme of a banquet as a sign of God’s abundant generosity and 
fidelity is a common one, especially in the Hebrew Scriptures. For our 
ancestors, there was no greater sign of unity, hospitality, and shalom 
than a meal taken with family and friends. Righteous Jews ate meals 
with other righteous Jews, and those who were living outside the 
mandates of the Mosaic Law were separated from the common table. 
The worst kind of betrayal was perpetrated by someone who shared in a 
meal at your table. {Flash ahead to the actions of Judas Iscariot and 
Peter.} The veil that shrouds the earth, as referred to by Isaiah, is one 
that results from just such betrayals. This veil is the extreme result of the 
actions chosen by the Jews that separated them from Yahweh (i.e. greed, 
dependence on foreign powers and military might to protect them, 
neglect of the poor, widows and orphans, unethical business practices, 
trying to force other people into their form of leadership, making 
themselves most important….) Is this veil now covering us? 
 

Psalm 24    
    

Introduction: Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this 
year’s All Saints readings have the most tears. Isaiah and 
Revelation look forward to the day when God will wipe away 
all tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and 
all the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his power 
over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory won 
for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead 
as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our 
grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast 
to come.  

ALY: November is St. Paul Lutheran 
Church’s turn to prepare the ALY bags. If 
you are available Thursday mornings at 
10:00 and can help out please come to the 
lower level of the CE building.  
 

Hope Cluster Women of the ELCA will be 
gathering on Thursday, November 4 from 
6:45-8:00 pm at St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church in Monticello. Devotional will be 
on the 23rd Psalm.  
 

The LCC Tree Walk is just a couple months 
away and for now, I am assuming it will be 
held.  My question is will we have enough 
people willing to help if we open up the 
St. Paul Cafe'?  I am willing to organize as 
in the past but can't do it by myself.  If you 
would plan to help out for a shift, please 
let me or Lois know by Nov. 1st. You can 
email me at deb.hardersen@gmail.com or 
call or email Lois 319-462-4841 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, November 3rd 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Ben Coyle 
   Reader: WD4 5th Grader 
   Prayers: Nolan Lansing & Reese 
   PowerPoint: WD4 8th Grader 
 

 6:00pm WD4 at Worship 
 

Sunday, November 7 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Kristi Fortune 
  Greeter: Mike & Nancy Bickford 
  Reader: Linda Kenny 
  PowerPoint: Conor Fortune 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Douglas 
  Greeter: Fred Austin Family 
  Reader & Prayers: Nancy Douglas 
  PowerPoint: Lambertsen boys 
 

Monday, November 8 
 6:30pm Council Meeting 
  

Tuesday, November 9 
Anamosa Blood Drive at H.S. 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 7:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, November 10 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Marge Bohlken  
   Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
 

 6:00pm WD4 
 

Sunday, November 14 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt 
  Greeter: Ed & Susie 
  Reader & Prayers: Virginia Danielson 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 

 10:30am Worship 
Comm Prep: Amy Christianson 
Greeter: CJ Sullivan family 
Reader & Prayers: Shawna & Andrea Giegerich 
PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson 

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com      (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com     (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (951) 553-5728 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com     (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE leave a message 
if we cannot answer. We will return your call ASAP.  

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

Reading II:   Revelation 21:1-6a  NIV 
 John the seer witnesses the heavenly scene in which the 
righteous—the purified and holy ones, including those martyrs who 
have been made victorious in death--stand before God (the throne) 
and Christ (the Lamb). Together with the heavenly host of angels, 
the righteous offer praise to God who protects them. This image 
laden vision gives us insight into a couple of significant factors 
present in the Christian community around 100 A.D.  The first is that 
those who followed “The Way,” or Jesus as Messiah, were cast out 
of the Jewish communities and the synagogues.  This was the 
culminating act stemming from the antagonism that had existed 
since the time of Paul and Barnabas. Already, there were martyrs 
who had sacrificed their lives for the gospel message (several 
Apostles, James, Peter and Paul, along with some of their followers, 
and others) and they were counted among the multitude of righteous 
ones (saints). Second, a number of Christians had been martyred by 
Roman forces for committing treason because they would not bow 
down in worship of the Caesar. People in the Christian communities 
throughout Asia Minor (Turkey & Syria) were wondering how they 
would endure the persecution, and more importantly, why they 
should hang onto belief in a Jewish God when it only brought them 
peril. 
...and the vision continues. Immediately prior to this, the author of 
this circular letter called Revelation highlighted the fact that those 
who persevere through the trials/persecution/tribulation will 
surround the throne and with all creation glorify God? Today’s 
reading continues with words of hope for the weary:  God makes all 
things (the entire cosmos) new; He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes; He dwells with his people; a new Jerusalem (which means, 
City of Peace) will be established; the former earth will pass away 
and be replaced by a new earth…. The idea that an all-powerful God 
would choose to dwell with his creatures was a shocking idea in the 
time of John’s preaching, and one we continue to struggle with to 
this day.  
 John the Seer’s dreamy vision describes the promised period of 
Christ’s reign. It is now! And it is not yet. We get glimpses of God’s 
reign everyday (springtime, rainbows, gardens and trees budding 
forth, rivers swollen with rains, weddings, births, baptisms, 
forgiveness shared, community gathered in Eucharist…) and yet the 
fullness of God’s reign is yet to come. What are you hoping for? 
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Gospel: John 11:32-44  NIV 
How will you finally respond to the invitation to 

follow Jesus, and what will it take to convince you that 
the Kingdom of God is at hand? 
 The raising of Lazarus from the dead is the seventh 
miracle Jesus performs in John’s gospel. Since seven is 
the number of perfection in Hebrew numerology, this 
act can be seen as the greatest of Jesus’ wondrous 
signs, the fulfillment of revelation about the Kingdom, 
and the immediate cause of his death. As you listen to 
this story, keep in mind that Jesus’ actions are 
motivated by a tremendous love for Martha, Mary, and 
Lazarus, and complete trust in his Father. It is 
reflective of the loving relationship Abba (“Dad”) had 
with his Son who also was about to lose his mortal life. 
In this Bethany scene on the hilltop across from mighty 
Jerusalem, we glimpse the fullness of Jesus’ humanity 
when he wept, and the incredible power of God 
working through him at the tomb. Like a good first-
born son, we see Jesus engaged in the work of his 
Father. Jesus speaks {“Lazarus, come out!”} and it 
immediately happens, which is reminiscent of the 
power in God’s words as the world was created.  

It is significant that when Lazarus finally comes 
out of the tomb in response to Jesus’ summoning that 
there is work for the community to do. Jesus tells those 
nearby, “Unbind him, and let him go free!” God’s 
power gives life, but John wants his community to 
know that freedom can be sustained by their 
cooperation. They too, like God in their own history, 
are called to free others from what binds them or holds 
them in the dark (think addiction, judgment, poverty, . 
This is the primary mission of the Christian 
community. 
 There is also an important exchange between Jesus 
and Martha concerning resurrection. When Martha tells 
Jesus that she believes her brother will rise again on 
the last day, she is referring to Ezekiel's understanding 
of a corporate reestablishment of the faithful people 
under a freed Israel. But Jesus changes the concept of 
resurrection. No longer does that promise refer only to 
the Jews. Jesus makes resurrection possible for anyone 
who believes in him because the power that he 
manifests is God’s power and there are no limits or 
national boundaries or set of rules that can contain it. 
All who believe will live forever in the Spirit of God as 
part of the New Israel. This life eternal is not a 
resuscitated mortal body but rather a body transformed 
and glorious. It is a person existing in the loving 
embrace of God. 
 There could be no better message for John’s gospel 
community. In their minds, they were transforming the 
lifeless Israel by bringing former enemies into 
communion: Samaritans, Jews, and Gentiles who 
believed in Jesus as God’s Messiah. Their belief was 
fostered by Jesus’ use of the phrase “I Am” to show his 
participation in the great name, Yahweh, which means, 

 

Creatively Connect 
 

  Intentionally Grow 
 

    Joyfully Serve 

I AM Who Am. For John’s followers, Jesus is God 
incarnate, and Holy Spirit (breath) gives life to the 
community of believers. Belief in Jesus is complete 
when it helps people to accept physical death 
because of a sure and certain confidence in life 
beyond this present state. Those who believe in Jesus 
never die. 
                                                                                                                             
Taking it home:  
*Tell a friend about someone who models humility for 

you. How can you increase your sense of humility? 
{Recall, humility comes from the same word as 
earth/dirt “humus;” to be made low, down to earth, 
simple.} 

*Can you name someone who is/was considered weak 
or insignificant in the eyes of the world but was able 
to shame or shock others through his/her actions? 
{i.e. Dorothy Day, the Amish, MLK Jr.} 

*Who most clearly demonstrates saintly living for you? 
*Would you be included in the “remnant?” 
 
Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through 

three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images 

and feelings emerge in your imagination?)  Jesus marks a new 
direction in evolution toward integrated being, healthy 
relationships, and healing presence, all of which 
contribute to the act of a new future. As the wellspring 
of divine love emerging from within, Jesus shows us 
what it means to be a human person and the way to 
deepen our humanity toward the fullness of life. His 
disciples recognized him as the Christ, the anointed 
One (Mk 8: 27), the One who will bring about a new 
future, a new creation, and who has already done so in 
our present age. The Christ emerges in Jesus, and the 
humanity of Jesus shows us what the Christ looks like; 
his humanity is our humanity, and his life is our life. 
What took place in Jesus’ life must take place in ours as 
well if the fullness of Christ is to come to be. “Our 
salvation is necessary for the completion of Christ,” 
wrote the Cistercian Isaac of Stella. Christ is the future 
of this evolutionary cosmos, the One who trinitizes 
creation into a household of unity, the integrated 
unified center of persons in love.         Ilia Delio, FSA, 
(2011-11-09). The Emergent Christ. Orbis Books. 
Kindle Edition (1120+). 

http://tinyurl.com/ms5eajw
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. (indoor) 
8:30 a.m Sunday (indoor) 

*Blended Sunday Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* All Services now inside the church 

FYI: Things are on 
the move at St. Paul. 
You will notice that the 
dumpster has been 
moved from the church 
parking lot to the CE 

building parking lot along with all the recycle 
bins. This move is happening to preserve the 
cement and to prepare for the driveway to be 
repaired. Embrace the change, and accept the 
“new normal” in all aspects of life! 


