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November 12, 2023 24th Sunday of Pentacost 
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 Idea Café’s:  Collated Data in no particular order.   
In attendance –Marlene Serbousek, Carol/Colin Stiffler, Michele Lubben, Nancy 
Stout, Valerie/Shaun Lambertsen, Ralph/Sandra Andresen, Dale/Pat Jensen, 
Kristi Fortune, Brian/Jill Darrow, Rose Folken, Carlene Vavricek, Linda Kenny, 
Vickie Wacker, Cindy/Lynn Decious, Ken & Pam Humpal, Janel & Donna 
Martensen, Jeff & Barb Switzer, Marylou Schipper, Myra Powell, Gary & Vickie 
Behnke, Barry/Wilma Andersen, Barb Kleis, Steve & Kathy Dornbusch, Don & 
Deb Hardersen, Sally Clapp, Nancy Lyon Douglas, Dan & Marilyn Lambertsen, 
Dan Rickels, Jerry Crowe, Virginia Danielsen, Stacey & CJ Sullivan, Donna & DJ 
Condry, Nancy & Mike Bickford, Orlyn & Kathy Brunssen, Kaileen and Curtis 
Weaver, Darla & Bob Algoe, Mary Achenbach, Tom Sabotta, Sherri Evans, Fred 
Austin, Jim & Delores Albrecht, Candy Shada, Verna Lewison, Susan K, Ed 
Gerst, Marna Gaye Kettelson, Doug Fairbanks, Dee Ihlenfeldt, Jeanette Clayton, 
Lois Ocenosak, Paula Sisler, Marlene Prout, Greta Vaughn, Shawna Giegerich, 
Summer Parks, Laura & Dean Niklasen, Aaron & Deb Zumbach, Betty Hunter, 
Scott Chrisman, Dustin Paulson, Amy Fuller Belding. 
 
 
3. What needs of the faith community are not currently being met?  

     Provide home health support for Homebound. Varying times for Bible study, not just 

between services. Childcare during services.   Adult Day Care [3x]. Transportation for 

those who need it [3x].   Daycare [4x].   More Family Activity, Involve the school to not 

have stuff on Wed/Sun.   After school care [2x]. Checking in on inactives. Outreach to 

unchurched.  Affordable senior housing downtown. Free transportation to city destination 

and church. Community choir -based at St Paul. Dave Ramsey or similar financial 

  education counseling ops. Community events such as car shows, art show, chocolate 

     walk. Lack of connection with others post Covid. Food insecurities. Consistent home 

  (base, security). Lack of afterschool care/support. Adequate quality and affordable 

  childcare – infant [3x]. Recreational facilities need improvements, restrooms/ 

  concession. Opportunities for youth to connect with mentors (not necessarily 

  sports related). Education on meal planning/cooking, gardening/canning, 

  maintenance of home/auto, financial. Parenting classes. Music classes. Jet buses run 

  on weekend. Community youth programs. Food security when food bank is closed. 

  Mission trips for you and able bodied adults in Anamosa (needs are here too). More 

  religious services to assisted living &amp; home bound other than communion.        

 Homeless population [3x]. Prison Ministry. Low or no cost infirm transportation. Semi   

 parking.  Personal hygiene/care items to distribute to the needy. 

 

4.  What additions or changes would help meet those unmet needs?  

 More after school activities (help kids feel they have a place and are cared for). Publicity 

 of community opportunities &amp; needs &amp; support available. Opportunity for 

 connection.  Consistent and continual support of food bank. Women’s Craft Day. 
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 Women’s or Men’s Day Out. Participation on Boards or Community Service Groups  

(PTO,  Rotary, Ambassadors, Chamber, Parks &amp; Rec, Lions, Eagles, School 

Foundation).  Volunteer Coordinating Team so all can take ownership of inviting (not 

necessarily the stewardship cmte). Post cards for events. Finding local opportunities for 

all to serve  (in small or large) (in different time commitments). Fully utilize the facilities. 

Affordable housing (similar to Meadow Ridge apts). More participation – Yes, 

transportation –  providing rides to/from church and activities. Restrooms on main floor of 

church, accessibility to all. Intergenerational volunteers to take on “old” roles, Bell Choir, 

 Potluck dinners weekly, monthly. Multi-purpose building to house funeral dinners and 

 volleyball. Round tables. Recognition of participation with the goal to help people see 

 “I can do this too.” Section in Pulse for volunteer opportunities. List of committees and 

 members at St. Paul. Lutheran magazines – monthly. Bigger print in the Pulse for 

 older adults with limited vision. Better communication for hospital patients’ families 

 with Pastor. Friend to Friend Ministry. Higher pay for pre-school teachers. Allow 

 grandparents to volunteer in preschools. Community melding to meeting volunteer 

 needs-message board or call services. Volunteer to go grocery shopping-take them to 

 store or deliver. Help with Dr. appts. A drive to collect personal care items. 

 

More question/answers will be printed next week. 
 
 

Bibles & Brownies 
Come Join us on Wednesday, November 8th as the St. Paul Community  will 
follow through with our promise we as a Congregation made at their Baptism  
by gifting our young people with an Adventure Bible. May they know and feel 
God’s love and may it be a light in their faith journey.  Come enjoy some 
fellowship & share Your favorite Bible stories as a child or memories of 
receiving your First Bible after the service with Brownies in the fellowship 
Hall.  

 

Feel Free to reach out to Kaileen if you have any questions!  

Two new prayer opportunities at St Paul led by Pastor Rodney! 
 

Drumming Circle:  Join others in the church chapel from 5:30-6:30 pm the last Monday of the month for drum prayer (see 
dates below).  10 hand drums are available, first come, first to choose.  We will begin with sharing gratitudes and intentions, 
then drum, ending with a drum wash to those who wish it.   
 

Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God.  As we listen to and feel 
the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and energies of life.  It is actually from the 
feminine energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and men drum to draw themselves from the head into the heart, 
seeking harmony. 
 

Upcoming dates for 2023 will be:  Mondays, Nov. 27, (no Dec date) 
Upcoming dates for 2024 will be:  Mondays, Jan. 29, Feb. 26, March 25, April 29, May 27 
 

Create some intentional time for Focused Communal Silence (Meditation) - The benefits of meditation are real, but it is often 
difficult to make room for silence in our lives.  Communal accountability can help uphold the commitment.   Join with others 
in the St Paul Church on Monday and/or Thursday mornings, 6:30-7:00 a.m. for Meditation Prayer.   We will pray out loud 
the Welcoming Prayer, have 21 minutes of silent meditation, then close with the Canticle of Simeon.   
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Lutheran World Relief Update… 

Kits and Quilts were blessed last week and are on 
their way. Final count for the fall shipment was 32 
Quilts and 79 School Kits 

The next quilt tying day is scheduled for 
November 14, beginning at 1:00 PM.  Yes, we are 

already preparing for the Spring 2024 shipment. 
This truly is an opportunity to be Christ’s hands 
and feet for the world. Please watch this space for 
details. 

Your team also learned recently that the 4 quilts 
we donated to the Camp EWALU auction brought 
in $380 for the work of the camp. 

Anamosa Lunches for Youth News 
November is St. Paul’s month to pack ALY 
bags. We will meet in the large lower room 
in the Ed building at 10:00 AM on 
Thursdays, November 16 and 30. The 
packing takes about an hour and a half. If 
you are interested in helping, please contact 
Virginia Danielson. Thank you. 

Home 319-462-4625 
Cell 319-481-0466 

Email virgdanielson@aol.com 

Celebration Singers Update… 
 
Good response from interested singers this week! 
We’ll gather on 2 Wednesdays, November 15 and 
November 29, at 7:30 PM, to prepare music for 
Advent worship. December rehearsals will be 
scheduled after input from the gathered singers. 
 
The traditional Community Christmas Concert is 
in the planning stages for the first time in 
several years, tentatively set for December 19. 
If possible, our Celebration Singers will join in 
with other community groups to share the joyful 
sounds of the season. 

Creatively Connect and build new relation-
ships this Advent!      
  

We occasionally hear from folks that they would 
like small group studies, but leadership has been 
frustrated when trying to find the right times and 
days to offer them.  This Advent, we are going to 
offer a four week devotional entitled Now In Flesh 
Appearing for the entire congregation to engage 
beginning the week before Dec. 3 (the first Sunday 
of Advent).  The devotional will have a scripture 
passage followed by commentary and a set of dis-
cussion questions.   The same readings will be 
prayed with in worship and WD4. We would en-
courage you to think about creating your own small 
group for this four-week season (Dec. 3-24). Decide 
a time, day, and place and start inviting.  It can be 
as simple as getting together, reading through the 
devotional and having some discussion.  Food and 
beverage and additional activities are up to you. 
 

If you would like some suggestions on people to 
invite, give us a call in the office or work your way 
through the new directory.  We have some new 
young families who we bet would love to be invit-
ed. 
 

Your small group could also be your own family 
unit.  Commit to a set time and Intentionally Grow 
together this Advent! 

Dinner with Friends 
 
Please join Dinner with Friends at the prohibition era eatery in Monticello, 
Market at the Tap,  Thursday, November 16th, 5:00 pm, 105 W 1st Street, 
Monticello.  Let’s share this newish business some love from St Paul.   
 
Hope to see  you there!! 

2024 Offering Envelopes Are Here 
 
The 2024 offering envelopes are sitting on the back table ready for you to pick 
up.  If you didn’t order them, you don’t need to look for your name.  Envelopes 
were only ordered for those that needed them. 
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Hosea 11:1-9 God’s passionate love for his children; despite their disobedience he 
cannot give them up.  
“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.  But the more they 
were called, the more they went away from me.  They sacrificed to the Baals and they 
burned incense to images. It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; 
but they did not realize it was I who healed them. I led them with cords of human 
kindness, with ties of love.  To them I was like one who lifts    a little child to the cheek, and 
I bent down to feed them.  “Will they not return to Egypt   and will not Assyria rule over 
them because they refuse to repent?  A sword will flash in their cities;  it will devour their 
false prophets and put an end to their plans.  My people are determined to turn from 
me.    Even though they call me God Most High, I will by no means exalt them.  “How can I 
give you up, Ephraim?    How can I hand you over, Israel?  How can I treat you like the 
cities of Admah or Zeboyim who I destroyed with Sodom and Gomorrah.  My heart is 
changed within me;  all my compassion is aroused.  I will not carry out my fierce anger,  nor 
will I devastate Ephraim again.  For I am God, and not a man—the Holy One among 
you.    I will not come against their cities. 
 
Despite God’s history of tender care and concern for Israel, God’s people consistently 
reject that tender care in favor of following their own inclinations. Israel has what one might 
call a “bound will.” 
The poem begins with a painful recollection of times God showed love and tenderness to 
Israel, only to be rejected time and time again (vv. 1-5). Israel’s “childhood” is recalled when 
God called his son out of Egypt (v. 1). The sweetness of this experience, however, is 
quickly soured by Israel’s disobedience. The text summarizes Israel’s story in this way: The 
more Israel was called by God, the more they rebelled against God (v. 2). So blind had 
God’s people become that they couldn’t even recognize who was healing them (v. 3). Now 
that’s a description of sin—the inability to see one’s redeemer as anything but an enemy! 
 
“How can I give you up?” God exclaims. Just the thought of ignoring God’s people, refusing 
their prayers, brings God out from behind the locked door of wrath and into the open, where 
God is available again as a God of compassion and mercy. Let’s be clear: This shift from 
wrath to compassion was not prompted by any human deed, it comes from God’s resolve 
alone to be at this moment a God of compassion rather than wrath. Between vv. 7-8 there 
is no change in Israel, only a change in God. 
When Christians think about God’s willingness to suffer on behalf of sinful humans, they 
often think about Christ hanging from the cross. And they should. But Hosea 11:1-9 helps 
us realize that the cross is not a new development in the life of God, it represents who God 
is fundamentally. The cross is a climactic moment, but one that is situated along an already 
existent trajectory.

4
 In Christ God does not become a suffering God, rather, God exercises 

God’s deep longing to be among God’s people.  God’s willingness to suffer on behalf of 
creation, however, is supremely seen in Christ, who takes into himself not only sinful 
human rage but also divine wrath.  {commentary adapted from Michael J. Chan, Associate 
Professor of Old Testament, Luther Seminary} 
 
 
 
 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/authors/michael-j-chan
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Mark 10:13-14 NIV 
People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the 
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such 
as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter it.” And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and 
blessed them. 
 
Verses 13-14 concern Jesus’ relationship with children.  By inviting these “walking 
newspapers” to be near him, Jesus is stating publicly, “I have nothing to hide.”  In his 
culture, children were permitted and encouraged to be snoops, entering freely into others’ 
dwellings, spying on adults, listening in on conversations, etc.  If a person refused to let 
children near him or her, it was presumed that s/he was up to no good.  By inviting the 
children unto himself, Jesus maintains his honor, and opens the doors of God’s Kingdom 
for scrutiny. 
 

Taking It Home: 
• Have you ever pictured God as caring for you like an intimate loving parent?  Has God 

ever kissed you on the cheek. 
• Would you be comfortable allowing children around you in Jesus’ world?  Are you a 

person of truth and integrity? 
• Meditate with the cross of Christ this week.  Do you sense God’s compassion and 

mercy? 
 
 
Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three times.  Which 
words or ideas hold energy for you?  What images emerge in you?)  ““I have prayed 
for years for one good humiliation a day, and then, I must watch my reaction to it. I have no 
other way of spotting both my denied shadow self and my idealized persona.”  
 

“If change and growth are not programmed into your spirituality, if there are not serious 
warnings about the blinding nature of fear and fanaticism, your religion will always end up 
worshiping the status quo and protecting your present ego position and personal 
advantage as if it were God.”  

― Richard Rohr, Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469
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 Tuesday,  November 7 

 1:30pm Scripture Study 

 6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

 7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  November 8 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6-7:30 WD4 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 Comm Prep:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
 Greeters:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
 Readings/Prayers:  WD4 
 Comm Server:  Ken Humpal 
 PowerPoint:  Beth Hora  
Sunday, November 12 

 8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  Greeter:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Readings/Prayers : Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Comm Server:  Jeff/Kristi Fortune         
  PowerPoint:  Lois Ocenosak 
  Livestream:  Skylar 

 10:30am Service 
  Comm Prep: Dave/Deb Oldham 
  Greeter: Austin Family 
  Readings/Prayers:  Brynn Austin 
  Comm Server:  Aaron/Deb Zumbach 
  PowerPoint:  G/L Chrisman 
  Livestream:  S. Goldsmith    
Tuesday,  November 14 

 1:30pm Scripture Study 

 6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

 7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  November 15 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6-7:30 WD4 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 Comm Prep:  Darla Algoe 
 Greeters:  Darla Algoe 
 Readings/Prayers:  Beth Hora 
 Comm Server:  Beth Hora 
 PowerPoint:  WD4 
Sunday, November 19 
*  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Jim/Dolores Albrecht 
  Greeter:  Mark/Rhonda Bickford 
  Readings/Prayers : Michelle Lubben 
  Comm Server:  Brian/Michelle Lubben 
  PowerPoint:  Grant Lubben 
  Livestream:  Skylar 

 10:30am Service 
  Comm Prep: Cathy Crowe 
  Greeter: Ben/Angie Coyle 
  Readings/Prayers:  Ben Coyle 
  Comm Server:  Ben/Angie Coyle 
  PowerPoint:  Addie Dales 
  Livestream:  Ingrid Vaughn  
Wednesday,  November 22 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
  Comm Prep:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
  Greeters:    
  Readings & Prayers:  
  Comm Server:   
  PowerPoint:  Myra Powell 

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please 
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at the 
Jones County Community Food Bank - food and funds have 
fallen critically low. For the last few months, the number of 
families and individuals requesting foods has been 
increasing and the shelves are almost bare. Funds are also 
being diminished by the demands of purchasing food at 
higher prices. 
 
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205. Items needed this week: Peas, 
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and 
personal care items. Please place items in the back of the 
church for collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call the Food 
Bank to make delivery arraignments (462-4343) 

 

Bread Bakers:  
November:  Dee Ihlenfeldt 
December:  Sheri Evans 
3 Communion Eve Services:  B&M Lubben 
January:  Darla Algoe 
 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
November:  Ralph & Sandy Andresen 
December:  Myra Powell 
January:  Barb Kleis 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort those 
who are grieving especially Barry Anderson, Scott/Annette/
Weston/Miken/Easton Wheeler, and Rose Flaig (Hubler) 
(mother of Shelby Hollett), Frankie McDonnell (grandson of 
Betty Hunter), Donna Lytle (cousin of Betty Hunter).  For 
peace in our nation & world, for safety in our schools and 

communities and for those seeking a safe home. To add a 
name call or email  Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 

Next Week November 19th Readings 
Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5 

Mark 12:1-3 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00 am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 

All services will be at St. Paul.   Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services.   

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Nov 12 Confirmation 3-5 pm 

Nov 13  Council Meeting 6:30 pm 

Nov 18-19 Can Drive for CYFM 

Nov 22 Thanksgiving Service of Gratitude  6:00 pm 

Nov 23 Thanksgiving 

Dec 11 All Leadership/Council Meeting 6:00 pm 

Dec 18 Blue Christmas 5:20-6:30 pm 

Dec 24 4th Sunday Advent 9:00 am Service 
 Christmas Eve 3, 5, 7:30 Service 

Dec 25 Christmas Day 


