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November 13, 2022      23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 
 

The Pulse deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.  

 

 

Bibles Buddies: Do you have a child, grand-
child, relative, friend or neighbor who you 
would like to encourage to discover the Bible 
more? Do they Love stuffies or animals?    
St. Paul is starting our Bible Buddies Kick-
Off this Wednesday!  
 
During the month of November the Bible 
Buddies will be at the back of the sanctuary 
for Adoption. You can sign-up and pick a 
Buddy, Adoption Certificate and get a Bible 
Devotional Sheet.  

Please feel free to reach  
Out to Kaileen Weaver if  
You have Any questions!  
 

     319-462-4841  

 St. Paul Leadership is pleased to announce the hiring of Kathy Brunssen as the new parish 
secretary. Kathy comes to us with 30 years experience as the secretary to a senior v.p. at 
(Rockwell) Collins. She will begin training with Lois on Nov. 14.       
 

If you don’t have a chance to stop in the office, you are invited to greet and thank Lois after services 
on Wed., Nov. 16 and Sun., Nov. 20. Lois will see the Centennial Directory project through to its 
completion. We are grateful for Lois and the many ways she has served this faith community over 
the past four years. Blessings! 
 

                    Sincerely, Pstr. Rodney Bluml 
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Mission Trip 2023 Opportunity 

 

“You’re about to meet some new people in a new place  

and hopefully learn some incredible stuff!” 

 

Where: Milwaukee, WI  

When: July 23rd-28th 

Who: 7th graders (going into 8th) – 12th graders  

Deadline to Register: Wednesday, November 16th  

Deposit Amount:  $100 due on November 16th 

 

We are excited to offer our 2023 mission trip that will include our middle schoolers 

again this year. I am currently looking for 1-2 adult chaperones to accompany myself 

and our youth which will allow our youth to carry out our mission by creatively 

connecting, intentionally growing, and joyfully serving the Milwaukee community. 

Mission trip truly is an amazing experience that I feel Everyone should get the 

opportunity to have! Please feel free to contact myself (Kaileen) or Pastor Rodney 

with Any questions or concerns you or your young person may have. 

With a Smile,  

Kaileen Weaver 

951-553-5728 cell#  

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com 

  

Rodney Bluml– 319-462-4841 office#  

 

Wednesday, December 14th  
immediately following the  
service our Children & youth will 
be presenting “A Beastly  
Christmas”  
 
 
This will include our Bell choir, 
children's choir, youth choir & 
WD4 participants. We will hear 
from camels, sheep, cows and a 
donkey as they tell us a very 
special story about what they saw 
happen that night.  
 
 
Come enjoy the Christmas Story 
retold by the animals that  
witnessed this miracle take place!  

Deadline this week, 
Wed., Nov. 16th 
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"Pounds for the Pantry" Food Challenge 
 

We invite you to participate in 
collecting food for the Jones County 
Community Food Bank. The drive 
begins October 1st and runs through 
December 31st. 
 
If you would like to make a monetary 
contribution to “pounds for the pantry” 
you may do so through the regular 
offering by indicating it is for the food 
pantry, every dollar donated will be 
worth one pound of food.  

 

 
*Fellowship & Fun: Are you retired and 
looking for an afternoon of fellowship 
and fun? Please join us for games on the 
*3rd Thursday of the month starting 
at 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. We 
will provide the cards and dominoes. All 
you need to bring is a beverage and a 
snack to share. We’re looking forward to 
a fun afternoon!  
 

*Denotes a change to 3rd Thursday! 

100th Anniversary Directory 

 

Please keep in mind the photo 

deadline for the 100th 

Anniversary Photo Directory is 

Sunday December 4th*.  
 

Set those timers and take some 

family photos over Thanksgiving 

and send them in to 

stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 

 
*Please note, professionally taken photos need a release from 
the company to be able to be printed in our directory. Your 
personal photos are greatly appreciated! 

 

Tree Walk: It is a GO! 
 
I'm up for another year of 
organizing the St. Paul Cafe at 
the Tree Walk in the LCC.   
 
Dates will be December 9, 10, 
and 11.  I will have a sign up in 
the back of church in the next 
week or two. Please look it 
over and sign up for a shift to 
serve soup and sandwiches.   
 
Please email me if you can 
help -
 deb.hardersen@gmail.com.   
Thanks. 

Deb Hardersen 

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
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Bread Bakers:  
November: Dee Ihlenfeldt 
December: Sheri Evans 
   Christmas Eve: Brian Lubben family 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
November: Ralph & Sandra Andresen 
December: Myra Powell 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

We pray for Kinsley Provin niece of Deb 
Oldham. For all who need healing, strength 
or comfort. For peace in our nation & world, 
for safety in our schools and communities 
and for those seeking a safe home. To add a 
name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

November 20th Readings:  
Isaiah 36: 1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7; then 2:1-4 
Psalm 46 
Matt: 5:14 

 

ALY Backpack Thursdays: November is 
St. Paul’s month to pack the backpacks. We 
will start at 10 am in the CE building lower 
level. Please sign up on the bulletin board in 
the entryway of the church. 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested 
319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Urgent help 
is needed at the Jones County Community 
Food Bank - food and funds have fallen 
critically low.  For the last few months, the 
number of families and individuals 
requesting foods has been increasing and 
the shelves are almost bare.  Funds are 
also being diminished by the demands of 
purchasing food at higher prices. 
 

To donate money, checks may be written 
to Jones County Community Food Bank 
and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205. Items needed this 
week: soups, saltines, ketchup, diced 
tomatoes, cereal, Hamburger Helper and 
personal care items. Please place items in 
the back of the church for collection by St. 
Paul volunteers OR call the Food Bank to 
make delivery arraignments (462-4343) 

Introduction: “Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 
with our God” 

First Reading: Micah 1:3-5; 5:2-5a; 6:6-8   NIV 
The people of Micah’s time were waiting for YHWH God to 

deliver them from the threat of foreign rule by Assyria. They stood 

to lose their identity if their land was conquered and the leaders 

were taken into exile. The people feared for themselves and their 

beloved Jerusalem because they were vulnerable under the 

incompetent, ego-driven king they had. They awaited a savior king 

who was God-fearing and truly interested in the common good. 

Micah compares their anxious waiting to a pregnant woman’s as 

she nears the day of delivery wanting nothing more than to ensure 

the safety of her child.  

Micah responded to the people’s fear and longing by offering a 

prophecy of hope. According to Micah, one like King David would 

rise up to lead them from the place least expected, the tiny village 

of Bethlehem-Ephrathah, David’s home. He would be a strong 

shepherd whose love and care and steadfastness would bring them 

peace. The king’s kin would return from exile to build a new nation 

and a renewed people. 

Bethlehem (in Hebrew means “House of Bread”) was a tiny 

village south of Jerusalem in the area known as Ephrathah, part of 

the region named after Judah, one of Jacob’s twelve sons. It was 

considered to be one of the less significant tribes, which lends even 

more surprise to the fact that the Messiah could emerge from this 

area. 

In the last section of the reading, disciples of YHWH God are 

to “do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.”  In 

other words, the prophet is calling us to actively pursue, not just 

talk about, the making of a just society, be it in our interpersonal 

relationships or in our advocacy for our community, nation, and 

world. Kindness is best understood as Hesed, a multilayered idea, 

connoting covenant fidelity—the kind of persistent, unflagging 

loyalty that God shows Israel (for example, Deuteronomy 7:9, Ruth 

2:20), or the deep, sacrificial love spouses show to one another. 

Walking humbly or carefully or intentionally with our God 
points to journeying with God. Rather than attending a worship 
service and then doing whatever we want for the rest of the week, 
Micah calls us into an ongoing relationship with God that affects 
all that we do. 

 
Psalm 98

 
 

 
Gospel:  Matt 9:9-13 NIV 

Matthew was a traitor; well, at least according to the Jewish 
people of his community. Matthew was a toll collector. He would 
contract with Rome for an amount to be collected, pay it up front, 
then try to collect enough tax to recoup his payment and make a 
living wage. These taxes of up to forty per cent most often went to 
support the war effort of the Roman army even in other parts of the 
empire. A small percentage remained in the area to help build up 
the culture (i.e. roads, aqueducts, buildings). For these reasons, 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Wednesday, November 9  
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm Service  
  Greeters: Darla Algoe 
  Reader & Prayers: 3rd & 4th Grade WD4 
  PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
  Wine server: Beth Hora 

6:00pm WD4 
 

Sunday, November 13  
8:00am Service  
  Comm Prep: Jeff & Kristi Fortune 
  Greeters: Tom Sabotta & Sheri Evans 
  Reader: Tom Sabotta 
   Prayers: Nancy Stout 
  PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
  Wine Server: Jeff & Kristi Fortune 
9:20am Viewing of “The Chosen” FH 
10:30am  Service  
 Comm Prep:  Nancy Douglas 
 Greeters:  DJ & Donna Condry 
  Reader & Prayers:  Kathy Dornbusch 
  PowerPoint: Simon Robertson 
  Wine servers: DJ Condry 
 

Monday, November 14 
6:30pm Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, November 15 
1:30pm Scripture Study 
Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 
7:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, November 16  
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm Service  
  Greeters: Ken & Pam Humpal 
  Reader & Prayers: WD4 7th & 8th Grade 
  PowerPoint: WD4 7th & 8th Grade 
  Wine server: Beth Hora 

6:00pm WD4 
 

Sunday, November 20 
8:00am Service  
  Comm Prep: Ed Gerst & Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeters: Ed Gerst & Susan Koppenhaver 
  Reader & Prayers: Nancy Douglas 
  PowerPoint: Grant Lubben 
  Wine Server: Ed Gerst & Susan Koppenhaver 
9:20am Viewing of “The Chosen” FH 
10:30am  Service  
 Comm Prep:  Lori Reynolds 
 Greeters:  Jamie & Kinsley Hamblin 
  Reader: Kinsley Hamblin 
 Prayers:  Sally Clapp 
  PowerPoint: Addie Dales 
  Wine servers: Sally Clapp 

 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

among others, the Jews resented the Romans and those who 
sympathized with them. Tax collectors were not necessarily 
dishonest men, but they were isolated by their communities 
because they cooperated with the Roman regime. 
Theoretically, this trade should have been lucrative because 
Capernaum was a bustling fishing village along a main 
transportation route from Damascus, Syria to the 
Mediterranean and Egypt. Tolls could be collected along roads, 
on bridges, at gates, or anywhere goods were moved. 
Surprisingly, most toll collectors did not make much money 
because they had no authority with which to punish those who 
refused to pay, unless they hired thugs or colluded with the 
Roman authorities. Even then, the rich and powerful Jews 
rarely paid taxes (because they had their own thugs), and the 
poor owned nothing that was able to be taxed. Prejudice and 
shunning were the illnesses Matthew and the other tax 
collectors suffered at the hands of their own people.  

In this gospel story, Matthew is presented not as a bad man 
at all. He not only responded immediately to the Lord Jesus’ 
call, but he invited other tax collectors and sinners to join him 
in his response. One of the main points of this encounter is that 
disciples (students) of Jesus do not have to present credentials 
of worthiness. Jesus welcomed the company of sinners (those 
who had been separated) because they were the ones he came 
to save. He invited these outcasts to his home (in Peter’s 
father’s complex) for a meal. By breaking bread with them, He 
reconnected them to community and gave them dignity. He 
temporarily removed their illness so they could see that God 
indeed blessed them. In this way, Jesus strengthened their 
relationships with God so that when they are again cast out by 
the religious leaders, they need not be far from the Kingdom. 
The problem Jesus often had with the Jewish authorities was 
that they failed to realize their own sinfulness, thinking 
themselves righteous before God through their (empty) altar 
sacrifices and knowledge of the Law. 

Because of the Pharisee’s obstinate hearts and public 
challenge to his honor, Jesus quoted a saying from Hebrew 
Scripture, Hosea to be exact, that struck at organized religion’s 
weakness. Mercy is greater than sacrifice (ritual). Mercy is the 
hallmark of the Christian. Mercy from God does not have to be 
earned or deserved; it is God’s to give freely. According to 
Jesus' actions, sinners are to be the most welcomed at the meal 
of the Lord. Are there people you have chosen to cut off from 
the body because of their “unworthiness?” 

 

Taking it home: 
 

-Is there someone you need to personally invite back into 
a relationship with Jesus, God the Father, or the parish 
community? Is there someone you know who needs the 
strength of a worshipping community right now? JUST 
INVITE!  

 

-Name something you really appreciate about the St. Paul 
faith community and tell a non-parishioner or inactive 
parishioner about it.  

 

-Whom do modern Americans routinely judge, shun, 
condemn, or stereotype? 
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 
 

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services 

 

 
Up Coming Events 

(see some details inside Pulse) 
 

November 9   Bible Presentation at Service 
November 12  Random Acts of Kindness 5-8pm LL CE 
November 14  Council Meeting 
November 17  Fun & Fellowship 1:30 pm 
November 17  Dinner with Friends 5:00 pm (Place TBA) 
November 23  Thanksgiving Service 6:00 pm 
November 24  Thanksgiving Office Closed 
November 27  1st Sunday of Advent 


