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God's work. Our hands.

Grace and peace to you, people of God of the
Southeastern Iowa Synod,

What a joy it is to greet you as your bishop! I am
eager to step into this role and to begin
accompanying you as we together share the good
news of God in Christ Jesus. I have news to share,
gratitude to give, and prayers - so many prayers - for
you and yours.

Gratitude for the installation

What a joy it was to worship
together on October 10 for the &5
Service of the Word and Rite of #%
Installation. Thank you for :
joining in the celebration!
There were 90 people present
in the procession. There were
more than 300 present in worship via Zoom and
Facebook Live and many more have watched the
recorded service. There were 54 people involved in
worship leadership including 11 bishops, 40
volunteers (musicians, readers, speakers, prayers)
representing 18 Southeastern Iowa Synod
congregations in the synod, plus Matt O’Rear,
Interim Dean of the Chapel, Wartburg Seminary, and
Val Harlynn, Associate for Communications. There
was fantastic hospitality provided by St. John
Lutheran Church, St. Donatus, and Pastor William
Layton. It was a great day and a launch into our
shared ministry as we share the Good News of God

through Jesus Christ together. If you missed the

Because of the increase of Covid cases in
Jones County, Saint Paul staff will be
working more hours from home. Please
call ahead before coming to the office.
During regular business hours, staff will
take calls on their cell phones listed on
page three.

service and would like to see photos or videos visit

the synod website.

Office of the Bishop and staff transitions
Thank you for your prayerful support through this
time of transition for the Office of the Bishop staff.
This team, including Bishop Burk, has been all in and
has endured a much longer than anticipated
transition this spring into summer and now well into
autumn. I am deeply grateful for their ministry. There
are some staff transitions to announce. I expect that
Bishop Burk is now relishing in his first official days
of retirement. I hope that he and Diane find much joy
and rest. Cristina Barkalow, Receptionist, completed
her work this last week. I am thankful for Cristina’s
ministry, kindness, and hospitality. Lorraine Jordan,
Administrative Assistant, will complete her work on
November 15. I am thankful for Lorraine’s ministry,
dedication, and administrative skills through these
years. Covid-time does not allow for proper farewell
receptions, but I do encourage you to send your
greetings and gratitude to these colleagues to the
office and we will be sure to pass them along.

Pastor Paul Ostrem, Assistant to the Bishop, has
announced his intention to officially retire on

December 31. We will share information at a later
Continued on page 5
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Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
Steph (Nancy Hart’s daughter), Chris Holtz

and Lynn Rickels, and for all facing
challenges from the corona virus and

natural disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

Ushers & Readers: If you would like to
usher or read at one of our Sunday or
Wednesday in-person services please call
or email Barb Kleis to get on the schedule.
(319) 480-1196 kleis.barb@gmail.com

ALY Packing: November is St. Paul’s
month to pack ALY weekend bags of food
for our school children. Packing in the time
of Covid is not the same as in normal times,
so we’ll keep the teams safe and small. If
you want to volunteer to pack on a
Thursday morning at 10:00 AM in
November, please register (there’s that
word again!) with Virginia Danielson by
calling 462-4625. Masks will be worn, and
drop-ins won’t be welcomed! Thank you
all for understanding. We look forward to
happier Covid-free days.

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table
in the parking lot lower level of the CE
building, weather permitting. Masks are
not mandatory but social distancing will
be enforced. This will be talking sessions
only. All are welcome.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call 462-4343. They are in need
of canned vegetables, canned fruits & beef
stew.

The Pulse will be published weekly
the deadline is 9:00 a.m. on Mondays.

Introduction: Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll
down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the
promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and
foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and
place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life
and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

As we approach the new Church Year beginning in Advent, the issue of
the “end-times” consumes the readings. Today’s readings strive to
inspire, console, and challenge us in our lives as disciples of Christ.

First Reading: The Book of the Prophet Amos 5:18-24 NIV

The prophet Amos lived in the 8" century BC and was a
contemporary of Isaiah who lived in Jerusalem. Amos was in the
northern kingdom of Israel, while Isaiah lived in the southern kingdom
of Judah. The country had split under the reign of Solomon’s son
earlier in that century. The great power, Assyria, was quickly gobbling
up nations throughout the Middle East, and the king of Israel made an
alliance with its pagan neighbor, Syria, to help prevent its takeover.
The inhabitants of the northern kingdom had converted their pastures
into vineyards which brought great wealth to the land owners who
then began to incorporate themselves, buying up smaller plots of land
and ignoring the needs of much of the community. This behavior was
in direct violation of the covenant they had established with Yahweh
God under Moses; the wealth of the patriarch (male clan leader) was
to be used for the care of the vulnerable members of society: the
widows, orphans, and crippled. In addition, their lifestyles began to
include day-time drunkenness and night-time carousing to the point
that it attracted attention from other neighboring countries and
disdain from their fellow countrymen.

In today’s reading, The Lord’s voice is heard through Amos
chastising the people for their heinous and hypocritical lives. The
worst sinners are those who convince themselves they are not sinning
and that in fact they are acting in righteous ways, when in fact they
care nothing for others or those they harm. They will be cut off from
God’s providence because they have already cut themselves off from a
righteous relationship with God.

Amos’ words are sharp and cutting. He does not invite contrition or
conversion. According to Amos, it is too late for that. In his mind, God
is ready to exact judgment and his words end with the prophecy that
these wealthy who are looked upon as first in luxury will be the first
taken into exile (away from their homeland, family, and comforts).
Their wanton revelry (immoral partying) will be done away with when
they are conquered and the land is overtaken by the Assyrians. Many
will suffer because of their selfish choices.

Psalm 70: 1-5 But may all who seek you rejoice
and be glad in you; may those who
fong for your saving help always say,
"Ohe IORY) is great!"

(Psalms 70:4 NIV)
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Second Reading: St. Paul’s first letter to the Christian
community in Thessalonica, Greece 4:13-18

Timothy brought word to Paul in Corinth, Greece about his newly
found community in Thessalonica to the north. The new converts were
doing well in living the gospel message, but they had a major concern
they wanted Paul to address: “What happens to the believers who die
before the Christ returns?” This question was particularly important
because they believed that Jesus was going to return very soon, in
their lifetimes, to reward their faithfulness. But, after Paul left their
community (well, actually he was run out of town by angry Jews
because his preaching was so effective) some of those who had been
baptized in Christ had died. Were they lost to God?

Paul’s response is both pastorally optimistic and solidly rooted in
tradition. Paul points out what is unique to the Christian belief: they
have hope because physical death is not the end. Through Christ, they
learned that from death comes new life. Paul does not try to explain
this future reality except to borrow some apocalyptic imagery from
the Old Testament Book of Daniel. Just as the Jews had long
anticipated the “Son of Man” descending on the clouds from the place
of the Almighty to establish the Day of the Lord, the judgment of
believers within the Kingdom, so the early Christians could anticipate
an eternity with the Lord because the kingdom had been established
for them in their baptism. In other words, because of their faith, the
Lord would not abandon them, whether in life or death, and they
would be with him forever.

The voice of the archangel (understood as a great messenger of
God) and the blowing of the shophar (trumpet made from a ram’s
horn) from the Temple parapet (rooftop) were among the anticipated
actions in Judaism that would mark the ushering in of God’s
Kingdom.

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 NIV

This story is more akin to an allegory than a parable. In an
allegory, each character and object represents something else. In this
particular case, Matthew is teaching his community about waiting for
the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God. Like Paul’s community, they
wanted to know what it would look like and who would be there. One
of the things we might notice in first reading this passage is that the
kingdom of heaven appears to be rooted in this life and is not a purely
other-worldly place. Let’s explore the symbols and characters to see if
this bears out.

The ten young ladies represent all those who are waiting for the
Messiah, or for God to manifest God-self, again (that includes us).
Like the virgins, all believers grow tired at times, and we will find that
like the five wise girls, some will have prepared well. The extra oil
they brought with them represents the life of prayer, the habits of
doing good deeds, and the fruits of a relationship with God. These are
the things that sustain believers through “drowsy or difficult” times.
As in the story, when life presents a challenge, often those who have
not prepared well look for help from those who have prepared.
Unfortunately, the fruits of a spiritual life are not easily shared. One
cannot just gather and implement them right away; they must be
nurtured and tended to ahead of time. So while faith is present in both
groups (represented in their torches), the wise virgin’s faith is
sustained while the foolish, unprepared virgins panic when their faith
wanes. To finish the image, when there is an experience of the

Taped services are found on
St. Paul website, St. Paul
YouTube page or St. Paul
Facebook page.

(For reservations call/email parish office)

Sunday, November 8
*  9:00am Worship ON HOLD
*  10:30 Outdoor Worship WapsiAna Park

Monday, November 9

*  2:30pm Wisdom Pattern Book Study
+  4:30pm Worship Team Meeting

*  6:00pm Council Meeting

Tuesday, November 10

+ 1:30pm Scripture study LL CE or Zoom
*  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE

*  8:00pm AA—LL CE

Wednesday, November 11
+  6:00pm Worship ON HOLD
*  6:00pm WD4 ON HOLD

Sunday, November 15
*+  9:00am Worship ON HOLD

Wednesday, November 18
*  6:00pm Worship ON HOLD

If you have not picked up your 2019 St. Paul
Directory, they are available inside the front
door of the CE Building. When you pick up
your directory, please cross off your name
on the list on the clipboard. Thank You.

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours

Lois: M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F— 9-noon.
Kaileen: M, Tue, Th 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney

blumlwa@gmail.com (319) 389-6153
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer

njldouglas@hotmail.com (319) 551-3358

Kaileen Weaver

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728
Brie Wittenburg

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186
Lois Ocenosak

stpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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groom’s arrival (whether this is a once for all Day of
Judgment or the weekly presence of the Lord in the
Eucharist) the experience of those who are not prepared
is one of being “shut out.” This locked door to the
celebration can be experienced as unfamiliarity,
confusion, misperception, greed, self-interest,
indifference or any number of things that stand in the
way of belonging. All believers are led to ask, “In the
end, will we have become so unfamiliar with the ways of
the Lord that He will say to us: I do not know you?”

The final sentence is a concluding admonition to all
the readers and hearers of this story: Don’t delay in
taking seriously your relationship with God. Pray,
believe, have faith, engage in good works, join a
community, be ready for Wisdom and Her judgment
now!

Taking it home:
-Intentionally stop outside of a regular worship time this week and
ask Lady Wisdom to show you the truth, and just listen for
seven minutes.

-Do you fear death? If yes, discuss the topic with someone you
recognize as a wisdom figure. Is there a way to move past your
fear? {Hatred, the need for a named enemy, and scapegoating
are common non-Gospel behaviors rooted in unresolved fear. It
is amazing how many Christians regularly engage in these
behaviors. }

-If today was judgment day, what would your conversation with God
sound like? Can you find scriptural words to put on God’s lips
that sound most like God’s response to you? {ex. Mt. 25:38, or
25:45%.

-How are you keeping your oil supply stocked? Take an inventory.
Is there a way you could be spending your time differently that
would keep you prepared for the Lord’s arrival?

-Share a little bit of your “oil” with someone this week.

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through
three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images
and feelings emerge in your imagination?)

Jesus marks a new direction in evolution toward
integrated being, healthy relationships, and healing
presence, all of which contribute to the act of a new
future. As the wellspring of divine love emerging from
within, Jesus shows us what it means to be a human
person and the way to deepen our humanity toward the
fullness of life. His disciples recognized him as the
Christ, the anointed One (Mk 8: 27), the One who will
bring about a new future, a new creation, and who has
already done so in our present age.

The Christ emerges in Jesus, and the humanity of
Jesus shows us what the Christ looks like; his humanity
is our humanity, and his life is our life. What took place
in Jesus’ life must take place in ours as well if the
fullness of Christ is to come to be. Christ is the future of
this evolutionary cosmos, the One who trinitizes creation
into a household of unity, the integrated unified center of

persons in love.
1Ilia Delio, FSA, (2011-11-09). The Emergent Christ. Orbis Books. Kindle
Edition (1120+).

2017 marks the 500t anniversary of the reformation
begun by Martin Luther. Declaration on the Way: Church,
Ministry and Eucharist, is a declaration of the consensus achieved
by Lutherans and Catholics as the result of ecumenical dialogue
between the two communions between 1965 and 2015.

III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC
DIALOGUES— ELABORATED AND DOCUMENTED

A. Church

Catholics and Lutherans agree that the church on earth is an
anticipatory reality, on pilgrimage and expectant of reaching its
final destination in God’s ultimate gathering of his people in their
entirety when Christ returns and when the Holy Spirit completes
the work of sanctification.

The “master images” by which the church is designated in
relation to the three persons of the Trinity (pilgrim people of
God, body of Christ, temple of the Holy Spirit) each point to a
future consummation of what the church is now in an
anticipatory fashion or proleptically. The people of God look
forward to completing their pilgrimage in a great gathering of
all the redeemed on the final day. The members of Christ’s
body believe he will return in glory to be manifested as head
of the final communion of saints. The Holy Spirit’s present
sanctification is authentic, while also being “the first fruits” or
“down payment” (arrabon: Romans 8:23; 2 Corinthians 1:22,
5:5; Ephesians 1:14) of holiness in eschatological completion
(Church and Justification, §§ 72-73). While the church is
already a partaking (koinonia) in the saving gifts and
conditions deriving from the common life and merciful
approach of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, it has these in
fragmentary and incomplete ways. They now instill hope and
joy but also anticipation and longing for them in the manner
of their consummation in the final kingdom of God, when the

triune God will be “all in all” (1 15: 24-28).
--Eschatology is the part of theology concerned with death,
judgment, and final destiny.

We will be celebrating our
100th Anniversary soon.

We have been asking everyone for any pictures
pertaining to events that took place at St. Pauls...
wedding, baptisms, birthdays, anniversaries, Sunday
School programs, VBS, any newspaper clippings.

To give us time to organize them into booklets we
would like them by the end of this year! You may
bring them to the office, or you may send them
electronically if possible to
“stpaulanamosa@gmail.com”. Please include your
names (women’s maiden name for weddings) and
the date of the event. If you have any questions, you
may call me at 462-4223....please leave a message
and [ will return your call. Please help us make this a
very special event for St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Thank You. Jan Allaire


http://tinyurl.com/ms5eajw
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
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Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

On hold until Covid numbers go down

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

date to celebrate and give gratitude for Pastor Ostrem’s
ministry among us.

I am excited to share that Pastor Erika Uthe, Director
for Evangelical Mission, Val Harlynn, Associate for
Communications, and Kathy Smith, Associate for
Administration, will continue in their ministry in their
respective roles. Please continue to pray for all of these
partners in ministry as we step forward now in this new
phase of ministry in the life of the synod. I will be
sharing information in the next weeks about additional
staff roles that will be added in the coming months.
Prayers-so many prayers

Amidst the ongoing rollercoaster of the pandemic, in a
world that is enduring or recovering from one natural
disaster after another, here we are between yesterday’s
All Saints festival worship and a highly polarized
election day tomorrow. This is A LOT!

Plus, many of us are holding, carrying, tending, fearing,
enduring much more in personal lives, families,
congregations, and communities. I pray that in the
midst of this you remember that God is your refuge and

strength.
When the world feels relentless, the Spirit calls to you,
“Be still, and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46.10)

Pastor’'s E-blast Nov. 8 Worship Update

WE are making plans to hold outdoor
worship this Sunday, Nov. 8 at Wapsiana
Park, 10:30 a.m. as the temperature is
supposed to climb to 72 that day. We
will social distance. Masks are encour-
aged.

Come join us! Bring your bag chairs and
invite a friend or two.

If the weather does not cooperate or
there is need of a change, an email will
be sent on Sunday morning by 9:00
a.m. There is no indoor, in-person wor-
ship this Sunday. See our website for
the recorded service!

Peace, Pastor Rodney

When the world invites you to hate and fear one
another, Jesus invites you to, “love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Matthew 22:39)

When the world is exhausting, Jesus invites you,
“Come to me, all you that are weary and carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew
11:28)

When the world makes you feel alone, Jesus invites
you, “Remember, I am with you always to the end of
the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

When the world seeks to dim the gifts that you have
been given to share, Jesus invites you, “Let your light
shine before others.” (Matthew 5:16)

When the world tries to strip you of your faith, God
invites you to remember, “Emmanuel, which means
God is with us.” (Matthew 1:23)

Jesus is with you and holding the whole world.

Peace be yours,
(g o Cumnt

Bishop Amy Current



