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ST. PAU

LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANAMOSA, IOWA
CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW -« JOYFULLY SERVE

November 19, 2023 25th Sunday of Pentecost

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH INVITES YOU TO:

Y i

WE WILL HAVE A THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
THAT YOU WILL WANT TO ATTEND WITH YOUR
ENTIRE FAMILY

Wednesday, Nov. 22nd at 6:00pm

We wil not have our typical WD4 this evening, but all
children and families are encouraged to attend this
special service
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Idea Café’s: Collated Data in no particular order.

In attendance —Marlene Serbousek, Carol/Colin Stiffler, Michele Lubben, Nancy
Stout, Valerie/Shaun Lambertsen, Ralph/Sandra Andresen, Dale/Pat Jensen,
Kristi Fortune, Brian/Jill Darrow, Rose Folken, Carlene Vavricek, Linda Kenny,
Vickie Wacker, Cindy/Lynn Decious, Ken & Pam Humpal, Janel & Donna
Martensen, Jeff & Barb Switzer, Marylou Schipper, Myra Powell, Gary & Vickie
Behnke, Barry/Wilma Andersen, Barb Kleis, Steve & Kathy Dornbusch, Don &
Deb Hardersen, Sally Clapp, Nancy Lyon Douglas, Dan & Marilyn Lambertsen,
Dan Rickels, Jerry Crowe, Virginia Danielsen, Stacey & CJ Sullivan, Donna & DJ
Condry, Nancy & Mike Bickford, Orlyn & Kathy Brunssen, Kaileen and Curtis
Weaver, Darla & Bob Algoe, Mary Achenbach, Tom Sabotta, Sherri Evans, Fred
Austin, Jim & Delores Albrecht, Candy Shada, Verna Lewison, Susan K, Ed
Gerst, Marna Gaye Kettelson, Doug Fairbanks, Dee Ihlenfeldt, Jeanette Clayton,
Lois Ocenosak, Paula Sisler, Marlene Prout, Greta Vaughn, Shawna Giegerich,
Summer Parks, Laura & Dean Niklasen, Aaron & Deb Zumbach, Betty Hunter,
Scott Chrisman, Dustin Paulson, Amy Fuller Belding.

5. Imagine money is not an issue: What development of the lumberyard property
would help us better live into our vision/mission statement?
Assisted living facility. Space for homeless. An Event Center/teen activities included.
Senior housing. Hospice. Adult daycare. Child daycare. Community garden. Adult Day
care. Preschool. Programs with structure to provide food and security relief. Tower with lit
cross. New church and fellowship hall (3 of 4 agreed). Affordable senior housing.
Private facility for addiction, 12-step based HP., senior housing, free Activities Center —
basketball, volleyball, mini-golf, pickleball. Library. New Church, facility/hall for
wedding, etc. outdoor worship space that can accommodate other activities.
Expanded community garden. Basketball court. Fruit trees for community. Paved
parking. A facility where homeless people can come to do laundry a couple days a
week. New church. Senior Dining, living-food bank combo. Multi-purpose space
(worship, meetings for large/small groups, special events, community service,
receptions, commercial kitchen, accessible, basketball court). Part of the lot in Green
space (worship, VBS, cmty garden, Prayer space), Park like, gazebo, play ground.
Outdoor recreation/play area for kids and families. Basketball court. Senior living with
open courtyard for interactions with youth and others. New church-modern usable
space. Multi-purpose building. Eliminate need to cross street. Use it for trucker
parking lot until we need it. Brand new facility-worship area, activity area —
interchangeable depending on event — space for funerals, weddings. Speakers -
sound system. Multi-use facility. Mental health/AA/women’s shelter. Temporary inmate
family housing. Park Area with outdoor meeting spaces. Larger community Garden.
Men’s shelter. Soup Kitchen. One large multi-purpose building.

6. Now that the 100-year celebration is behind us, what activities to connect people
would you participate in with this faith community?
Fitness classes. Cooking classes. Advent dinner with reaching out to shut INS. Small
group Bible studies. Choirs-children and adult. Activities similar to the Block Party.
Dinner for 8 [3x]. Intergenerational activities. Dinner with Friends [3x], Valentine Day
Dinner or other Holiday Dinners or summer picnic), Block Party, continue adult study
class, choir (all ages), coffee church, spiritual book club-Richard Rohr, Trunk or Treat
[3x], Worship.
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Need small committee to talk to those who have left the St. Paul community more than
once and report findings to council. Community Open House to invite visitors into the
church. Father-daughter/Mother-son activities. Update St. Paul cookbook. Fellowship
Opportunities. New member lunch with other members. Block Party/music. Dances
(not crazy). Potluck dinners [5x]. Friend to Friend visits [3x]. Youth connection to
Care Centers/Homebound members. GABATI, Golf Outing (fundraiser), Men’s Craft
Night. Women'’s retreat. Darts. Cook outs. Valentine’s Day. Youth lock ins/retreats.
Small group Bible Studies. VBS. Progressive Dinners. Post service lunch/socials.
(Adult) Game Nights [3x]. Camp Courageous Day. Caroling. Table Talks. Traveling
Dinners. Craft night. Movie & discussion. Women’s group. Book club. Lady’s Circle.
Ladies who love ice-cream. Small group gatherings. Family movie nights. Identifying
new people. More youth participating in Sunday services [2x]. Multi-day family camp.
Reconnect with those no longer attending. Bible studies — offer Alpha again?

The last question/answer will be printed next week.

P i g g U U A

» Two new prayer opportunities at St Paul led by Pastor Rodney!

y Drumming Circle: Join others in the church chapel from 5:30-6:30 pm the last Monday of the month for drum prayer (see
% dates below). 10 hand drums are available, first come, first to choose. We will begin with sharing gratitudes and intentions,
v' then drum, ending with a drum wash to those who wish it.

% Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God. As we listen to and feel
% the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and energies of life. It is actually from the

4 feminine energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and men drum to draw themselves from the head into the heart,

’ seeking harmony.

’ # Upcoming dates for 2023 will be: Mondays, Nov. 27, (no Dec date)
a Upcoming dates for 2024 will be: Mondays, Jan. 29, Feb. 26, March 25, April 29, May 27

; % Create some intentional time for Focused Communal Silence (Meditation) - The benefits of meditation are real, but it is often
—' difficult to make room for silence in our lives. Communal accountability can help uphold the commitment. Join with others
%in the St Paul Church on Monday and/or Thursday mornings, 6:30-7:00 a.m. for Meditation Prayer. We will pray out loud

% the Welcoming Prayer, have 21 minutes of silent meditation, then close with the Canticle of Simeon.
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4 ALY was awarded a $1500 Theisen

B “More for Your Community” grant again [ 4
this year. Several ALY Board members Eg- N

' gathered as the grants were presented =

|on November 7, and then used part of

' their grant to shop for ALY items to be

: used in the weekly backpack bags.
i - Board members pictured with Theisens

AWARDI O L representatlves are President Nancy

TOL O VAR ‘\ Mulford, (holding the check) and (fromr)

Virginia Danielson, Donna Oltmann, and

Lori Shelton.
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‘Tis the se:sc:cn I'lro gc}:\fher famllyH. ] d Reminder: CYFM Can drive
Drop into the fellowship area on the first Sunday in ‘R
i@? Advent between services and share a light continental : IS Sanf‘dCly, November
%@z breakfast with our St Paul family. The Season will . 18th from 9am-1 me and
i Sunday, November 19 from

A

find us busy, as always, so what better way to prepare
for the busy-ness than with an Advent fellowship
hour?

18am-12pm. The trailer will

be set up to the east of

{ the CE Building. We can use all
| the help we can getl!

Please put it on your calendars now:
Breakfast with our St Paul family
Sunday, December 3rd from 9:20 to 10:20 am.

0
L
i@? Church Fellowship areas
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Anamosa Lunches for Youth News
November is St. Paul’s month to pack ALY
bags. We will meet in the large lower room
in the Ed building at 10:00 AM on
Thursdays, November 16 and 30. The
packing takes about an hour and a half. If
you are interested in helping, please contact
Virginia Danielson. Thank you.

Home 319-462-4625

Cell 319-481-0466
Email virgdanielson@aol.com

Creatively Connect and build new relation-
ships this Advent!

We occasionally hear from folks that they
would like small group studies, but leadership
has been frustrated when trying to find the right
times and days to offer them. This Advent, we
are going to offer a four week devotional enti-
tled Now In Flesh Appearing for the entire
congregation to engage beginning the week be-
fore Dec. 3 (the first Sunday of Advent). The
devotional will have a scripture passage fol-
lowed by commentary and a set of discussion
questions. The same readings will be prayed
with in worship and WD4. We would encour-
age you to think about creating your own small
group for this four-week season (Dec. 3-24).
Decide a time, day, and place and start invit-
ing. It can be as simple as getting together,
reading through the devotional and having
some discussion. Food and beverage and addi-
tional activities are up to you.

If you would like some suggestions on people
to invite, give us a call in the office or work
your way through the new directory. We have
some new young families who we bet would
love to be invited.

Your small group could also be your own fami-
ly unit. Commit to a set time and Intentionally
Grow together this Advent!

Congratulations to Sherri
Evans and Tom Sabotta who
were united in holy
matrimony at 11:11 am on
11/11/23Il Witnesses: Steve
and Joan Petersen.
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Celebration Singers Update...

We are slightly less than a month away from the 1st
Sunday in Advent, so of course it's time to prepare
music for the season. First rehearsal gathering is set
for Wednesday evening, November 15, at 7:30,
following the Worship service. If you can come earlier,
music will be available to look over before we begin.
Please be prepared for an hour of singing.

At this time, a second rehearsal is set for Wednesday,
November 29, also at 7:30, with a third to be
scheduled in early December, with input from
members. Again, be prepared to sing for an hour!

Also at this time, a Community Christmas Concert is in
the planning stage, probably in late afternoon on

December 17. It would be wonderful to add St. Paul's
ensemble to the gathered group of community voices.

Please check your calendars for this date, so we can
discuss possible involvement.

Thank you all for again being open to forming a
seasonal choir. Please call me for information or with
questions. Virginia @ 319-481-0466
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. Bread Makers

- We now have two new bread bakers who
° volunteered, so our 2024 roster is filled. Thank
- you and blessings to all those who bake!!
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: Dinner with Friends
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1

IPlease join Dinner with Friends at the :
Iprohibition Era Eatery in Monticello, 1 A
I Market at the Tap, Thursday, \ I
1

1

1

INovember 16th, 5:00 pm, 105 W 1st Streef,
I Monticello. Let's share this newish business some love
Ifrom St Paul. Hope to see you therelll
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First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7; 11:1-5 NIV

1 will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. He dug it up
and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as
well. Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit. “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and
people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more could have been done for my vineyard than |
have done for it? When | looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? Now I will tell you what | am going to do
to my vineyard: | will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; | will break down its wall, and it will be trampled.

I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there. | will command the
clouds not to rain on it.” The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the people of Judah are the
vines he delighted in. And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest
on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge
and fear of the LorRD—and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will
slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

The first reading today tells a sad story about the people of the southern kingdom of Judah. Like Israel, the northern
kingdom, Judah had been tended by God as a beautiful vineyard. God expected a rich harvest of good fruit from
both. But the people of the both kingdoms chose a different fruit; one they thought could be cultivated by alliances
with neighboring countries. In 737 BCE, the threat of an Assyrian (modern day northern Iraq) takeover was looming.
The northern kingdom, Israel, had become wealthy because of bountiful grape harvests, among other things. The
wealthy lived extravagant lives and were often times found drunk on their own wine. With greed as their guide, the
wealthy used force or crooked economics to push out smaller land owners while adding to their own vineyards, and
they were known for their neglect of the vulnerable poor, widows, and orphans. They had forgotten the statutes of
the covenant with Yahweh.

In an effort to protect themselves from the Assyrian threat, the wealthy leaders of the north joined forces with Syria
and then tried to influence the people of Judah to join them. When the inhabitants of Jerusalem refused, they were
attacked, treated poorly and marauded by their kin to the north. As a result, they cried out to Yahweh over the
bloodshed in Jerusalem. Yahweh’s response was to acknowledge the punishment that was about to befall the
northern kingdom; they would be destroyed by Assyria and taken into exile. Foreigners would inhabit the cities of
the north. Their vineyards literally, and the nation of Israel figuratively, will be trampled by wild animals and turned
into wilderness. This was the result of the people’s infidelity to Yahweh. The kings chose alliances with nations who
worshiped other gods, which implied that the foreign gods were stronger than Yahweh. The patriarchs chose
personal wealth, selfishness, and greed over care for the common good and those in need. For this, they had to be
cleansed, and the method for this cleansing was exile. The people of the northern kingdom were cut off from their
promised land for awhile so that they would once again recognize the love their God had bestowed on them and the
responsibility that accompanied such a gift.

Isaiah is writing from the preserved city of Jerusalem to the people of the northern kingdom of Israel (the twelve
tribes had been split, 10 in the north, 2 in the southern region of Judea, following the reign of King Solomon) and he
is attempting to comfort them and bring them hope following the destruction of the northern capital, Samaria, by the
Assyrians in 724 BCE. Isaiah is writing about a future time when the whole of Israel will be reunited in Jerusalem
under an ideal king who will make the reign of God known to all.

This reading has three distinct parts: 1) the description of the ideal king’s virtues; 2) a description of how the ideal
king will reign, and; 3) a description of life in his kingdom, i.e. hearkening back to the Genesis images of the Garden/
Paradise.” The “stump of Jesse” refers to the lineage of the former ideal leader, King David. Jesse was David’s
father and the ancestor of Jesus. The future ideal king, like David, will have traits of an exalted figure—one that has
been anointed by YHWH God for a special purpose. His reign will be unique because he will judge and rule with the
mind of God; “the spirit of the Lord (YHWH) will rest upon him.” As a result, he will exhibit fantastic leadership
through Wisdom, Understanding, and Counsel, traits normally attributed to God. When rulers see the world through
God'’s eyes, they rule with mercy and justice. Isaiah and his people longed for the day when this kind of ruler would
once again sit on the throne.

One additional note: In this passage, Yahweh asks why he received wild grapes when he had tended the vineyard
(his people Israel) with such care. The word “wild” does not fully communicate the extent to which these people had
offended God’s covenant. The better translation might be “rotten” because it comes from the root word meaning “to
stink.” The original readers would have been repulsed by the idea that God’s senses had been violated by these
people, so acrid was their rotting stench. These leaders needed to be removed so they wouldn’t affect the good
grapes (faithful ones).
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Psalm 80:7-15

Restore us, God Almighty; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. You transplanted a vine from
Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches. Its branches reached as far as the
Sea, its shoots as far as the River. Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes?
Boars from the forest ravage it, and insects from the fields feed on it. Return to us, God Almighty! Look down from
heaven and see! Watch over this vine, the root your right hand has planted, the sons you have raised up for
yourself.

Gospel: Mark 12:1-3 NIV

Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit for the
winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. At
harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. But they seized
him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed.

When confronted with the question: “Do you believe in Jesus as the Messiah, the promised one from the Father?”
How do you respond? If you say “Yes,” then according to Jesus, people should be able to tell because you will be
living the life of the Kingdom: loving, compassionate, forgiving, uniting, generous, worshiping in thanksgiving,
focused on others’ needs, etc. Too many people in Jesus’ day took comfort in the idea that they were saved
because they were members of the elite Chosen People (Jewish). The chief priests and elders frequently took
advantage of their status and wealth and comforts while judging the failures of others. Sometimes they even killed
the messengers of God (prophets) and those who were truly righteous when they felt threatened.

In this scenario, Jesus is baiting the Jewish leaders with a story. Ultimately, he wants them to reflect on why they
are so quick to dismiss him and his message that the Kingdom of God is here and now. Are they more concerned
with their wealth and status or about bringing the Good News of God’s love to the people they lead? His parable

ends up indicting them as guilty of disbelief in the activity of God though him and in his time.

Taking It Home:

Imagine there is a continuum that describes a world view:

e ‘“radical individualism,” 1 5 10 “common good/communal-ism.” Plot yourself on the continuum.
Which world view is most like yours? Are you satisfied with that world view? Name one thing you can do to
move towards the gospel values described in today’s readings? Do it for one week

e How do you respond to those who call themselves Christian and spend more time pointing out the faults of
people they perceive as not saved than spreading the Good News of love, mercy, and unity?

e Is there anyone you have judged harshly in the recent past? Go back and take a second look but ask God to be
a part of the scene this time.

o What/who is the source of your personal power? Who/what threatens your power and how do you defend it?

Mindfulness (set aside seven minutes. breathe and read through three times. Which words or ideas hold
energy for you? What images emerge in your imagination? What does it mean to be king in this kind of
world?): All great spirituality teaches about letting go of what you don’t need and who you are not. Then, when you
can get little enough and naked enough and poor enough, you'll find that the little place where you really are is
ironically more than enough and is all that you need. At that place, you will have nothing to prove to anybody and
nothing to protect. That place is called freedom. It's the freedom of the children of God. Such people can connect
with everybody. They don’t feel the need to eliminate anybody . . . Richard Rohr
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- Tr'ee Walk Cafe'

‘ The Tree Walk will be December 8, 9 and 10 this year at the Lawrence

- Community Center, just a few weeks away. St Paul has the food stand there
-and help is needed. A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board with the time

- slots needed. Also, the aosph‘ali‘ry committee will be making calls for
ivolun‘reers also. If you have questions, call Deb Hardersen @ 319-480-3603.

 The tree pictured is what St Paul did last year.
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http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr

Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort those
who are grieving especially Barry Anderson, Scott/Annette/
Weston/Miken/Easton Wheeler, and Rose Flaig (Hubler)
(mother of Shelby Hollett), Frankie McDonnell (grandson of
Betty Hunter), Donna Lytle (cousin of Betty Hunter). For
peace in our nation & world, for safety in our schools and
communities and for those seeking a safe home. To add a
name call or email Kathy at 319-462-4841/

stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4

Next Week November 26th Readings
2 Kings 22:1-10; 23:1-3
Luke 24:30-32

GriefShare is available upon request. Please
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at the
Jones County Community Food Bank - food and funds have
fallen critically low. For the last few months, the number of
families and individuals requesting foods has been
increasing and the shelves are almost bare. Funds are also
being diminished by the demands of purchasing food at
higher prices.

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place,
Anamosa |A 52205. Items needed this week: Peas,
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and
personal care items. Please place items in the back of the
church for collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call the Food
Bank to make delivery arraignments (462-4343)

Recorded services are found on St. Paul
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

FEEEEEEEEERESR
.Illlllllll

Bread Bakers:

November: Dee Ihlenfeldt

December: Sherri Evans

3 Communion Eve Services: B&M Lubben
January: Darla Algoe

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
November: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
December: Myra Powell

January: Barb Kleis
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Wednesday, November 15
e 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
e 6-7:30 WD4
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Readings/Prayers: Beth Hora
Comm Server: Beth Hora
PowerPoint: WD4
Sunday, November 19
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Jim/Dolores Albrecht
Greeter: Mark/Rhonda Bickford
Readings/Prayers : Michelle Lubben
Comm Server: Brian/Michelle Lubben
PowerPoint: Grant Lubben
Livestream: Skylar
* 10:30am Service
Comm Prep: Cathy Crowe
Greeter: Ben/Angie Coyle
Readings/Prayers: Ben Coyle
Comm Server: Ben/Angie Coyle
PowerPoint: Addie Dales
Livestream: Ingrid Vaughn
Tuesday, November 21
*  1:30pm Scripture Study
*  6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, November 22
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal
Greeters:
Readings & Prayers:
Comm Server:
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
Sunday, November 26
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Jan Allaire/Verna Lewison
Greeter: Don/Deb Hardersen
Readings/Prayers : Don/Deb Hardersen
Comm Server: Don/Deb Hardersen
PowerPoint: Linda Kenny
Livestream: Skylar
* 10:30am Service
Comm Prep: DJ/Donna Condry
Greeter: DJ/Donna Condry
Readings/Prayers: Shawna Giegerich
Comm Server: DJ Condry/Shawna Giegerich
PowerPoint: Andrea Giegerich
Livestream: Elijah Secrist
Tuesday, November 28
*  1:30pm Scripture Study
*  6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*  7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building
Wednesday, November 29
e 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
e 6-7:30 WD4
* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Paula Sisler
Greeters: Jamie Hamblin
Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler
Comm Server: Jamie Hamblin
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.
Sundays 8:00 am Traditional

10:30 am Contemporary

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for
opportunities between Sunday services.

—— |
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Nov 18-19 Can Drive for CYFM
Nov 22 Thanksgiving Service of Gratitude 6:00 pm
Nov 23 Thanksgiving Day
Dec 3 ‘Tis the Season to gather family (continental breakfast 9:20-10:20) H
Dec 11 All Leadership/Council Meeting 6:00 pm
Dec 18 Blue Christmas 5:20-6:30 pm
Dec 21 The "Star” movie @ 6:30 pm
Dec 24 4th Sunday Advent 9:00 am Service
Christmas Eve 3, b, 7:30 Service
Dec 25 Christmas Day
=== — —




