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CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW - JOYFULLY SERVE

November 15, 2020

24th Sunday after Pentecost

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205

Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com

Fax: (319) 462-4843

Trunk or Treat Donations:

It was with a heavy

heart that we cancelled .
our Community Trunk §
or Treat. Despite that we
still wanted to make :
sure that the items
donated and purchased
by our St. Paul
Community were able to |
be a blessing to those in
Jones County. '

Lori Reynolds took over 200 hot dog buns to the
Senior Center to be used for Meals on wheels and the
Veterans. She also took over 200 hot dogs and bags
of individual chips to the local Food Pantry. My
mother-In-Law (Patricia Weaver) baked over 200
bat cookies and we were able to donate those to the
Anamosa Care Center & Woodland Park to be used
for the resident’s dessert and snack cart.

gyl Last but not leasta
majority of the books
and bags that were
provided by our local
library and Thrivent
= were able to be used for

" our local Kids R Us

. Trunk or Treat.

A great big Thank you to
all who volunteered to
host a trunk and for those who donated your time
and resources to make these donations possible. I
look forward to an Amazing Trunk or Treat next year
with our St. Paul family and surrounding
Community!

Because of the increase of Covid cases in Jones
County, Saint Paul staff will be working more
hours from home. Please call ahead before
coming to the office. During regular business
hours, staff will take calls on their cell phones
listed on page three.

In-person worship looks unlikely this winter,
but we still want to honor Sunday as the Lord's day.

Following worship online, join with others to discuss
and learn about the Infancy Narratives concerning
Jesus from Matthew and Luke's gospels. Who were
the Magi? What do we know about Mary and Joseph?
What did a manger look like in first century
Palestine? Why are the gospel stories so different
and what were they intending to reveal?

We will meet via Zoom to entertain these and a host
of other questions on Sunday's Dec. 6, 13 & 20, from
10:30 a.m. - noon. Part of the time will be spent in
smaller conversation groups through Zoom breakout
rooms. Please contact Pastor Rodney by Dec. 1 if you
would like to participate so the online materials can
be gotten to you ahead of time. blumlwa@gmail.com

: You are invited to study and discuss the week-

: end's lectionary readings with a group of church
- members by joining via Zoom, Tuesdays, 1:30-
:3:00 p.m. Zoom link-

: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917

The Pulse will be published weekly
the deadline is NOON on Mondays.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917
mailto:blumlwa@gmail.com
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Please Pray for the Following People

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
Karen Kleppe, Steph (Nancy Hart’s
daughter), Chris Holtz and Lynn Rickels,
and for all facing challenges from the

corona virus and natural disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

Readers: If you would like to usher or
read at one of our Wednesday taped
services please call or email Barb Kleis to
get on the schedule. (319) 480-1196
kleis.barb@gmail.com

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. outside at the table
in the parking lot lower level of the CE
building, weather permitting. Masks are
not mandatory but social distancing will
be enforced. This will be talking sessions
only. All are welcome.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call 462-4343. They are in need
of canned vegetables, canned fruits & beef
stew.

Special notice from Lutheran World Relief
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE WITH THE
QUILT AND KIT AFFINITY PIN

Pre-order yours now!
This year marks 75 years since the first LWR
Mission Quilts reached families in war-torn
Europe. For three generations you've extended
God’s mercy through the warmth of 27 million
Mission Quilts and countless kits of care. Each
quilt sewn and each kit packed is a statement of
faith, hope, and love.

To celebrate this milestone and thank you for
your love and generosity, we're partnering with
fabric artist and dedicated LWR quilter Trish
Williams to bring you the Quilt and Kit Affinity
Pin.

Please complete the on-line form found at
Iwr.org/gkpin. (or Google quilt and kit affinity
pin) You can also pre-order by phone at 800-597
-5972.

Introduction: Our readings during November speak of the end
times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be
filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the
night and urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of
the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the
greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and
despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and
wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.

Stay Awake

First Reading: The Prophet Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 NIV

Judah, the southern kingdom of Israel was quickly being depleted
of its resources under the Assyrian Empire. King Hezekiah, whom
Isaiah had held up as a possible Messiah, died and was replaced by his
son Manasseh. With fear of the Assyrians boiling in his veins, and
having little regard for Yahweh God in his life, Manasseh brought
pagan idol worship into the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. It is reported
that he even sacrificed his own son in the fires to the god of fertility {in
contrast, Abraham was stopped by a loving Yahweh before he
completed the same type of sacrifice.} Zephaniah the prophet appears
on the scene in about 640 BCE, and points out that the destruction of
Jerusalem is close at hand because the people have forgotten Yahweh is
their God. Manasseh has led them astray, and Zephaniah predicts the
destruction of the land and people because of their sin under his
leadership. This is a heavy and fear laden prophecy, to say the least.

Fortunately, like the other prophets, Zephaniah does speak of hope,
but we do not hear that yet in our reading today. Here, he is attempting
to give encouragement to those who are faithful to the covenant of
Yahweh, do not place themselves above the law or God, and in
humility live their lives without deceit; an unusual trait since lying and
deceit were common strategies for protecting one’s reputation in that
culture, a sure recipe for suffering the fate predicted in this passage.
According to Zephaniah, the humble remnant {anawim} will be the
future of Israel because on the day of the Lord’s anger (the Day of
Judgment), they will be spared, cared for, and lifted up by Yahweh
God. In looking back, we see that a similar remnant lasted through the
Babylonian exile and returned to Jerusalem one hundred years later to
rebuild the Temple and reestablish the reign of Yahweh.

Zephaniah delivers this speech of hope to the humble remnant
because so often in a corrupt and cynical society, these are the people
who are forgotten, trampled upon, or even victimized for other’s gain.
Zephaniah does not want them to despair, but to stay strong in God.

Psalm 90:1-12

Second Reading: St. Paul’s first letter to the Christian community
in Thessalonica, Greece 5:1-11 NIV

When is the Lord coming back? Paul taught early on that the Lord
Jesus would return to take his chosen ones with him to where God
resides. Whether Paul was convinced this would be in his lifetime or
believed it was merely a possibility, we do not know for sure, but some
of the believers in Thessalonica, the earliest established community of
Christians in Europe, became preoccupied with the idea that it would
be any day. Some quit their jobs and spent all of their time either


https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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fretting or celebrating. This became a problem. So after Timothy’s
visit to him in Corinth in the year 50, Paul writes this letter to the
Thessalonians to clarify the teaching on the Lord’s return.

Paul does not go to great lengths in explaining this thought but
rather calls forth several common images from both Judaism and
popular culture to address it. For centuries, the Jews had been waiting
for the “Day of the Lord.” This was destined to be the manifestation
of Yahweh God’s power when the Kingdom of God would be
established. This in fact was the message Jesus brought to the people:
he was the anointed Son of Man, sent by the Almighty to establish the
Kingdom of Heaven here and now. Some opposed him; some
accepted him, especially after God had added the exclamation point
by raising Jesus from the dead. When Paul speaks of the “day of the
Lord,” he is speaking of the Lord Jesus’ return in his role as Son of
Man to complete the establishment of the Kingdom. This would be a
day of judgment filled with fury and awesome power. It was a day to
be feared because it meant a reckoning would occur. Like the Jews,
who knew neither the day nor the time of this final judgment, the
followers of Jesus could not know the day nor the time. They waited,
like an expectant mother, anxious and excited. And so, Paul makes an
effort to assuage their anxiety over waiting. He tells them: You have
hope in the power of God through Jesus Christ.... For this reason, do
not act like those in the darkness (of disbelief) but live as children of
the Light (in Jesus). When Christ does return, whenever that is, by
living in the light you will be found ready to join him in the kingdom.
If you are dead, you will be swept up from the netherworld to the
everlasting Kingdom of Heaven. If you are alive, while living in the
light of truth, you already enjoy the fruits of the Kingdom on earth. If
you are with God now, you will be with God forever. Stop worrying,
stay alert, live according to the Gospel, be industrious, witness with
your lives, and God will handle the rest. This thought was very
different for those who had grown up in religions where they were
constantly fearful of their gods and goddesses who took delight in
messing up human lives. The only way to appease these gods was to
constantly make sacrifice. Sometimes it worked; many times it didn’t.
Paul’s message of a loving God who already acts on our behalf
without need of sacrifice was indeed good news.

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30

Parables have many levels of meaning. We’ll explore three
plausible lessons that flow from this parable on “talents.” First of all,
talents can be taken to mean the ancient monetary unit equaling about
10,000 shekels, or it can refer to the gifts and charisms natural to a
person. Either way, Christians would say that talents are pure gift
from God.

First lesson: it takes money to make money and financial
wizardry is a way to move up in the world. If you want to get in good
with your boss, risk a bit, invest wisely, and show a return. Take
seriously the opportunity to bring in a profit and receive the reward.

Second lesson: gifts given by God are for the sake of building
up the Kingdom of God. Faith is a gift, and when shared, multiplies. If
faith is ignored, neglected, or stuffed away, it will be lost to the other
members of the household. This is a truth easily verified. What might
some of the “talents” look like: knowledge of God, fear of the Lord,
the Bible, the apostle’s witness, sacraments, community... Those
who exercise their religious faith will be given more responsibility,

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Sunday, November 15
*  9:00am Worship ON HOLD
*  4:00 Confirmation Meeting

Monday, November 16
*  2:30pm Wisdom Pattern Book Study

Tuesday, November 17

* 1:30pm Scripture study LL CE or Zoom
*  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE

+  8:00pm AA—LL CE

Wednesday, November 18
*  6:00pm Worship ON HOLD
*  6:00pm WD4 ON HOLD

Thursday, November 19
+  3:00pm HACAP distribution

Sunday, November 22
*  9:00am Worship ON HOLD

Wednesday, November 25
+  6:00pm Worship ON HOLD

If you have not picked up your 2019 St. Paul
Directory, they are available inside the front
door of the CE Building. When you pick up
your directory, please cross off your name
on the list on the clipboard. Thank You.

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours

Lois: M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F— 9-noon.
Kaileen: M, Tue, Th 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Brie Wittenburg
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 975-8186

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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but are also promised a share in the master’s joy. Notice,
the talents still belong to the Master and after being used
by the stewards are returned. Ideally, they are returned
with increase.

Third lesson: When Jerusalem was destroyed in 70
C.E., the chief priest class of Judaism disappeared with
the Temple. The aristocratic group known as the
Sadducees (“righteous ones”’) was disbanded. In the eyes
of Matthew’s gospel, this group of leaders lost their
“talent” because they were unwilling to share God’s gift
with others. The talent the Sadducees had received was
the Torah and their role as priests for the people, but they
were unwilling to engage in activities that made the gifts
of God available to other people. They failed to be “the
light to the world;” the mission given to the Jews when
they became the chosen people. The Sadducees did not
believe in revelation beyond the five books of the Torah.
This separated them from the daily living of the Law that
other Jews seemed to take very seriously. For the most
part, they were hostile towards the Pharisees and
indifferent towards the majority of Jews, including,
Jesus.

According to the parable image, the priests’ and
Sadducees’ sin was that they were motivated by fear and
self-preservation, not love. They saw God as distant and
demanding and harsh. They buried the gift of a right
relationship with God so deeply that they lost the
intimacy known to their ancestors. They made religious
practice about themselves. They also feared the Romans
whose permission had to be sought in order to perform
their duties. Because of their “protective” stance towards
the world, Matthew believes that the Kingdom of God,
the master’s joy, was taken from the Sadducees and
given to the newly established Israel, the followers of
Jesus. The Sadducees, in contrast, fell into the darkness
of disbelief and were lost to the Kingdom because they
refused to accept Jesus who came to share the wealth of
God’s reign.

Taking it home:

Do you have a fear of the Lord? If so, is yours more
like the perfect housewife’s — respectful, out of an
intimate knowledge of the Lord, expressing gratitude
OR is yours more like the Sadducees’ — rooted in
distance from God, afraid to make God mad, avoiding
punishment, self-preserving?

Share with somebody what makes you anxious. Is it
something that you have any control over? Ask the
person to help you pray about it.

Tell someone what you believe about Christ’s return.
Has it already happened? Is it happening? How will we
know? When could it happen? Does this belief affect
your behavior today?

Instead of watching one more football game between
two teams you could care less about, find an

informational show (Discovery, A&E, National
Geographic, lowa Public Television, Homebuilders
Network, Food Network...) and along with your kids
pay attention to how something is created. Marvel at the
skill that person has to create something beautiful.

Does the promise of joy motivate you to share your
faith, or are you more timid because of the possibility of
more responsibility? Will you show a profit by bringing
another person into the joy of the Kingdom? Invite
someone to church this week!

Why are we discouraged from singing
Christmas songs during Advent? An analogy: it
would be like singing Happy Birthday to someone multiple
times during the month before her or his birthday. While it’s not
wrong, it would be a bit confusing and would certainly diminish
the excitement of the actual birthday. Has this happened in your
experience of Christmas? Have you been hearing a growing
number of people say, “I just can’t wait till it’s over!”

The fuller answer: Each year, the liturgies of the Christian
tradition tell the entire story of Jesus’ life. The Church as the
living body of Christ tries to tell this story publicly in a way that
is clear and inviting as a way to evangelize the world (that is,
after all, our primary purpose.) Other people are invited to
follow Christ as they hear the story. To change the story’s order
could be confusing for some. Advent speaks of preparation,
anticipation, patient waiting, and conversion. Christmas
proclaims the incarnation: God becoming human in Jesus.
Epiphany speaks of this Good News being taken to all people.
Ordinary time marks life’s passage for the baptized. Lent calls
us to awareness of our weaknesses as maturing Christians,
sinfulness, reflection, penance, and conversion. Easter proclaims
that death is not our destiny and God’s power gives life.
Pentecost is our (the Church’s) birthday.

For those of us who know the story well, celebrating these
important ideas in a different order does not shake our
individual understanding or faith. Again, the singing of
Christmas Carols during Advent is not “wrong” when they help
to heighten our anticipation of the incarnation. But the Church,
by maintaining the ancient traditional order in her liturgies, does
us a favor: she holds the story intact and teaches even when we
are not able.

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through
three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images
and feelings emerge in your imagination?) “To make bread or love,
to dig in the earth, to feed an animal or cook for a stranger—
these activities require no extensive commentary, no lucid
theology. All they require is someone willing to bend, reach,
chop, stir. Most of these tasks are so full of pleasure that there
is no need to complicate things by calling them holy. And yet
these are the same activities that change lives, sometimes all
at once and sometimes more slowly, the way dripping water
changes stone. In a world where faith is often construed as a
way of thinking, bodily practices remind the willing that faith

is a way of life.” — Barbara Brown Taylor, An Altar in the
World: A Geography of Faith



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/71455.Barbara_Brown_Taylor
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5833971
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5833971

103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

On hold until Covid numbers go down

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

We will be celebrating our
100th Anniversary soon.

We have been asking everyone for any pictures
pertaining to events that took place at St. Pauls...
wedding, baptisms, birthdays, anniversaries,
Sunday School programs, VBS, any newspaper
clippings.

To give us time to organize them into booklets we
would like them by the end of this year! You may
bring them to the office, or you may send them
electronically if possible to
“stpaulanamosa@gmail.com”. Please include
your names (women'’s maiden name for
weddings) and the date of the event. If you have
any questions, you may call me at 462-
4223....please leave a message and I will return
your call. Please help us make this a very special
event for St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Thank You. Jan Allaire
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

Anamosa Community Blood Drive

Thank You! In November we collected 23 units total
including two first time donors. Altogether, that will
help up to 92 patients! With COVID cases rising and
more folks having to stay home due to illness or
quarantine, we are SO grateful for every donor that
was able to come out and give. Last week was a
tough one and your support meant a lot to the
hospitals and patients we serve!

Thank you for your support all through the year! In
2020, we held 5 drives and you were there for us
starting with our second event in April when we
were searching for a new home. Altogether this year,
we collected 145 donations total and helped 580
patients and we couldn’t have done it without you!

Have a wonderful rest of the year and holiday
season! We will see you in January!


mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

