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Festive Fellowskip MWeal

Perhaps you have been hankering for those good times when we gathered with
other St. Paul people for a meal and fellowship. If so, we will be hosting a

church community meal from 5-8 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall on

Wednesday, Dec. 8. People can come and go throughout the evening
and the kids can eat while they are waiting to rehearse for the Christmas
program. Worship will be held per normal at 6:00 p.m. Weare
doing this so we can see and visit with intergenerational members of our
church. This is not a potluck, just bring yourself and your family and enjoy
some fellowship. All of the food will be prepared in and distributed out of
the church kitchen. When not eating, masks are recommended and there will
be plenty of hand sanitizer available.

From Wild Man to Wise Man: Reflections on
Male Spirituality by Rohr/Martos

Are you the wild man seeking balance with the wise man? Are you the wise man willing
' to accompany men seeking insight? We welcome you both. Come join our MALE

{Men as Learners/Elders} group on Thursdays, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. beginning
December 2, 2021.

Share in confidentiality life experiences with others who care; be held accountable for
actions and choices; discuss Christian living; talk about parenting and relationships;
walk with others through grief and struggles and suffering.

Each session will begin with drumming prayer. Then, each week for 8 weeks, we’ll
discuss three chapters of this powerful book based on Rohr’s work with male initiation

/ and enculturation
Please secure and bring along your own copy of the book. Meet in the education
building. Have chapter one read for the first session. For more information, contact
Nilan Lansing at nilan.lansing@gmail.com or Pstr Rodney at 389-6153.
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The King's Birthday

We are excited to be able to bring you our 2021
Christmas Program “The Kings Birthday” on
Wednesday, December 15th Immediately
following the service. Come and watch the
Christmas story narrated and sung by our children
and youth from WD4 in
Costume.

All are welcome!

There will be cupcakes and
juice immediately after the

program in the fellowship hall.

Help St. Paul raise funds
for a Simple Water Well
through ELCA Good
Gifts. $2,500 is the goal
for one water well.

&

Donations will be accepted during Advent. Please
make checks out to St. Paul with ELCA Water Project
in the for line. A water well display will be in the
church during Advent for cash donations (collected
after each service).

About the Water Well Project: Lack of access to safe
water is one of the biggest challenges to overcoming
poverty. It’s also one of the most powerful
opportunities to create change. With a simple water
well, spring box or other water point, as many as
500 families gain access to clean, safe water.
Communities are healthier. People spend less money
on medical expenses and more on food and education.
And instead of spending hours each day gathering
water for the family, women and children have time for
work and school. Talk about a future filled with hope!

Ladies Fellowship & Craft Night *Response needed*

We have heard many of you mention that you are longing
for fellowship and with the holidays upon us what Better
way then to have a Ladies Fellowship & Craft Time @
Though Art Gallery in Anamosa! This could also be a
Gift for that someone you have been having a hard time
trying to find something for! Whether you bring them
along or make the glasses for them. We have 2 dates and
times that are available and would like to know which one
would work best for you so we can narrow it down. There
is a $25 fee and that covers the supplies to paint a Set of
Wine glasses. Please respond with the date that works
best as well as whether you prefer afternoon or evening so
we can get this scheduled with the Studio. The studio fits
up to 50 people on their event side so All are welcome to
join :-) I will send another email with updated
information before the date.

Dates Available:

Saturday, December 11th 1-4pm or 6-9 (could be less just
depends on how long it takes us)

Sunday, 1-4pm (could be less just depends) or 6-9pm
Please let me know if you have Any questions either via
text, call or email and I will be happy to answer those.

Sincerely,

Kaileen Weaver

951-553-5728
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

The Pounds-for-the Pantry Church Challenge

From now until Monday, December 20, bring as many
donations as you can to the church or directly to the food
pantry. If you bring them to the church, Kristy Fortune
and volunteers, will deliver our donations to the food
pantry.

Five area churches have joined in this challenge to fill
the pantry’s shelves. Each time we make a donation, the
food pantry staff will weigh it. They will keep track of
each donation total in pounds.

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, each dollar
donated will be equal to 1 pound. If you want to make a
food donation, but are not able to bring it to church, call
Susan Koppenhaver (319) 423-1976. She will pick it up
from you.

At the end of the time, the church that has donated the
greatest number of pounds will be announced and a
church winner will be named.

Help us earn that first trophy while making the holiday
season better for so many.

Let’s help the food pantry “gain weight”!
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Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

For Ed Allaire, Lois Ocenosak, Joyce
Wendt, and for continued and growing
health of our community.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for
4 weeks and may be renewed.

We will be decorating the sanctuary
for Advent and Christmas on
Saturday morning, November 27 at
9:00. Thank you for your help!

ALY: November is St. Paul Lutheran
Church’s turn to prepare the ALY bags. If
you are available Thursday mornings at
10:00 and can help out please come to the
lower level of the CE building.

GriefShare meets Tuesday evenings at
6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE
building. If you would like to attend please
call Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-
3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: Items
needed this week: soups, saltines, ketchup,
diced tomatoes, cereal, Hamburger Helper
and personal care items. You may drop off
food donations to the church office during
regular business hours or during WD4.
Please place items under the table in the
entryway. A church member will contact
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.

Tree Walk: It is a GO!

The Tree Walk will be held at the
4 Lawrence Community Center
& December 10-12.

We will be hosting the St. Paul Café
again this year. Thank you for all who

T have already volunteered to help.
Shifts are starting to be formed and
Sunday shifts are complete.

# Please e-mail Deb Hardersen if you
#= can help with a Friday or Saturday
shift. (deb.hardersen@gmail.com)

Introduction: Even after Israel had experienced the
vagaries of kings, they still longed for a true king to set
things right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One
(Messiah); he would be the “one like a human being” (Son of
Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these
titles, even though he is nothing like an earthly king. His
authority comes from the truth to which he bears witness,
and those who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him.
We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his
victory will be the nonviolent victory of love.

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

This “idea feast” was moved to the end of the liturgical year in
the 1960’s but has been celebrated since 1925, when Pope Pius XI
established it in an attempt to renew people’s faith in the face of
growing indifference and atheism. The Lutheran Church adopted it
along with the Revised Common Lectionary in 1974.

The original understanding of this feast came from the Franciscans
who professed Jesus’ kingship to be not political but the “absolute
predestination of Christ.” Using Colossians 1:15 as a stepping off
point, they reasoned that Christ was the first born of all creation,
meaning, in order to create the first flesh-and-blood human in His
image and likeness, God, who exists outside of time, needed a model.
Jesus, God incarnate, is that model. He is “first” in ordering all created
things to God.

First Reading: The Book of the Prophet Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

Daniel {a name meaning “God (El) has judged”} was a boy taken
into Babylonian captivity in 606 BCE. He had the gift of interpreting
dreams and visions. In the story, Daniel tells those who endure the
hardships under corrupt leadership by staying faithful to YHWH that
they will be vindicated by Israel’s patron angel, Michael {mighty one
of God (El)}, at the end of time. Those who are in the grave (Sheol, the
place of holding) and awaiting deliverance will be raised for final
judgment. Those who aligned themselves with the wicked kings will
experience eternal horror and separation, while the innocent faithful
will rise up to reconstitute the People of God.

Because this reading is presented on this feast day and the final
weekend of the Church year, we Christian hearers are enticed to see a
foreshadowing of the Christ figure descending at the end of time in all
His glory. However, because the Book of Daniel was written in about
200 BCE, the author was most likely referring symbolically to his own
people in his own time. The Hebrew mind-frame was to understand the
nation of Israel as one entity, wholly united in their relationship with
Yahweh (YHWH). The vision Daniel has today speaks of “one like a
son of man coming on the clouds.” This “son of man” is given
dominion, glory and kingship. As Christians, our temptation is to look
back and say Daniel was prefiguring Jesus. But most likely, he was
referring to Israel, the “holy people of the Most High” who collectively
were symbolized by this human figure (in contrast to the other nations
and empires that were often portrayed in his dreams by animal figures.)
In his vision, Israel receives dominion over the other four powerful
kingdoms: Babylon, Persia, Media, and Greece. In this way, the people
who remained faithful even while in exile and captivity were rewarded
by the “Ancient of Days” for being true to the covenant. This is an
everlasting dominion in a kingdom where God reigns and Jesus the
Christ does sit in the place of the king as the glorified one. Jesus
claimed the title “son of man” throughout the Synoptic Gospels
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because part of his identity was to be the destiny of the tribes of
Israel, reconstituted into one (nation) through loyalty and obedience.

Psalm 93

Second Reading: The Book of Revelation 1: 4b-8

The author of Revelation, John the Divine, is taunting his enemies
by establishing the fact that despite what he claims, the Caesar is not
the true king of the universe; Jesus the Christ is. John reminds the
people that Jesus is: the “son of man” sent by God to proclaim
judgment to the nations; the “faithful witness” —who died in order to
give testimony to YHWH’s faithfulness; the first-born from the dead
—who was given new life (resurrected) after descending to the place
of their dead ancestors, Sheol; and, ruler of the kings of earth — the
political overtones are obvious against the Roman Empire, the
emperor worship they demanded, and the Emperor Domitian who
persecuted the Christian communities of the Mediterranean region
throughout the last decade of the first century.

But then the taunting quickly turns to hymns of praise. The
reference to Daniel’s vision “one who comes amid the clouds” is
here applied to Jesus as fulfillment of the messianic promise,
namely, that those who do not reject Jesus, as the enemies of Israel
have, will receive a kind judgment: eternal life with God. The
Christian communities, who despite their suffering placed faith in
Jesus and saw themselves as the new Israel, became the living
testimony to this promise’s fulfillment. Jesus is the culmination and
the new beginning. Consider this: Many people in twelve tribes are
one nation under God >< one Messiah with twelve apostles leads to
many people under God.

Gospel: John 18:33-38

So is Jesus a king or not? This dialogue between Pontius Pilate
and Jesus is a critical one for the early hearers of John’s gospel
because they were faced with this very question: will you follow
Jesus as your Messiah, perhaps even to your death, if he denies
being king? After all, the Jews were, and still are, looking for a
“messiah king” to unite them, lead them against their oppressors,
and give them a sovereign nation in which to dwell. Jesus’ followers,
disciples, and apostles believed at some level that he would
eventually rally the people together and rise up against the Romans.
Jesus was king all right, but not the earthly king the Jews were
seeking. As he tells Pilate today, his kingdom is not a place. Jesus’
kingdom is rooted in truth and the truth he testified to was that of the
Suffering Servant, the one who witnessed to the law of love rooted
in self-sacrifice by being crucified so God’s power over death
(separation) could be revealed. The disappointment in learning this
about Jesus was so great that many turned against him, and one,
Judas Iscariot, out of disillusionment turned him in as a traitor to the
Jewish people. {Judas very well could have done this to unite the
people in rebellion, thus bringing about the end he and his fellow
Zealots desired}. Jesus’ words were true, and he now lives forever at
the right hand of God championing those who are faithful to him.

As for John’s community hearing this in the early 90’s A.D., how
would they react in the face of Roman demands for emperor worship
and eating meat sacrificed to idols? Would they refuse to participate
in the pagan worship of other gods? Some were being martyred by
the Romans because of their refusal to “bend the knee” to the statues

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, November 17
6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Ken & Pam Humpal
Reader: Beth Hora
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

*  6:00pm WD4

Thursday, November 18
3:00pm HACAP distribution

Sunday, November 21

*  8:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Jan & Verna
Greeter: Dale & Pat Jensen
Reader & Prayers: Pat Jensen
PowerPoint: Grant Lubben

+ 10:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Jeff & Barb Switzer
Greeter: Jamie Hamblin & Kinsley
Reader & Prayers: Kathy Dornbusch
PowerPoint: Dales kids

Tuesday, November 23

* 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.)
+  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building

*  7:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, November 24

*+  6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Barb Kleis
Reader: Barb Kleis
PowerPoint: Myra Powell

+  NO WD4
Thursday, November 25 OFFICE CLOSED
Sunday, November 28

*+  8:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson
Greeter: Don & Deb Hardersen
Reader & Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen
PowerPoint: Linda Kenny

* 10:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Barb Wilson
Greeter: Dan & Marilyn Lambertsen
Reader & Prayers: Dan or Marilyn
PowerPoint: TBA

Office Hours

Monday  9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Tuesday  8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Wednesday 9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed
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of Caesar. Some, like John, were being sent to penal
colonies for witnessing to their faith in Jesus as the true
revelation of God’s power. The question left in the
hearers’ minds is: “Have I heard the voice of Jesus and
responded?”

Despite Jesus’ physical death, the truth lives on in this
world through the second Advocate, Holy Spirit,
present in the Church and active in the lives of believers
who have heard and indeed respond.

Taking it home:

] Find someone who is struggling during this holiday
season. Offer some encouraging and hope filled
words.

] Look back on the last year: identify one cycle of
suffering/death/new life {otherwise known as the
Paschal Mystery}

"1 To what gods are you forced to “bend the knee?”

Are these gods life-giving or destructive? Do these gods

help you to be more conscious of other people or do

they encourage greed and selfishness? Who is
pressuring you to give homage to these other gods? Are
they true friends?

To gain a better understanding of the perspective
from which John was writing the Book of Revelation,
watch “The Empire Strikes Back.” John is like Luke
Skywalker in that movie. How do you think that might
be true?

[] If you know a teenager, give her or him a big hug
today for absolutely no reason at all. Teenagers, this one
time, just accept it without questioning!

"1[1Next week begins Advent. Do you have your wreath

constructed yet?

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read
slowly three times. Which words or ideas hold
energy for you? What images emerge in you?)
“Religion is lived by people who are afraid of hell.
Spirituality is lived by people who have been through
hell and come out enlightened.”

The innocuous mental belief systems of much religion
are probably the major cause of atheism in the world
today, because people see that religion has not generally
created people who are that different, more caring, or
less prejudiced than other people. In fact, they are often
worse because they think they have God on their small
side. I wish I did not have to say this, but religion either
produces the very best people or the very worst. Jesus
makes this point in many settings and stories. Mere
mental belief systems split people apart, whereas actual
faith puts all our parts (body, heart, and head) on notice
and on call. Honestly, it takes major surgery and much
of one’s life to get head, heart, and body to put down

their defenses, their false programs for happiness, and
their many forms of resistance to what is right in front of
them. This is the meat and muscle of the whole
conversion process.”

— Richard Rohr, Radical Grace: Daily Meditations by
Richard Rohr

ENCYCLICAL LETTER LAUDATO SI’ OF THE
HOLY FATHER FRANCIS
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
Given in Rome at Saint Peter’s on 24 May, the Solemnity
of Pentecost, in the year 2015, the third of my
Pontificate.
CHAPTER ONE
WHAT IS HAPPENING
TO OUR COMMON HOME
IV. DECLINE IN THE QUALITY OF HUMAN
LIFE AND THE BREAKDOWN OF SOCIETY

43. Human beings too are creatures of this world,
enjoying a right to life and happiness, and endowed with
unique dignity. So we cannot fail to consider the effects
on people’s lives of environmental deterioration, current
models of development and the throwaway culture.

44. Nowadays, for example, we are conscious of the
disproportionate and unruly growth of many cities, which
have become unhealthy to live in, not only because of
pollution caused by toxic emissions but also as a result of
urban chaos, poor transportation, and visual pollution and
noise. Many cities are huge, inefficient structures,
excessively wasteful of energy and water.
Neighborhoods, even those recently built, are congested,
chaotic and lacking in sufficient green space. We were
not meant to be inundated by cement, asphalt, glass and
metal, and deprived of physical contact with nature.

Response to Laudato Si’: What words or phrases leave
an impression on you? Are you compelled to change
your behavior or thinking because of it?


http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/639712
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/639712
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services*

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Blended
Traditional Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Covid protocols for indoor services

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

* All Services now inside the church

December Birthdays

Gabriel Goodyear 12/1 Addi Tjaden 12/10

Rodney Bluml 12/1 Don Hardersen 12/10

Paul Pinney 12/2 Charlotte Hoover  12/11

Kenneth Humpal  12/2 Ernest Ulferts 12/14 3
Linda Kenny 12/3 Ben Carpenter 12/14

Dennie Hinrichs 12/4 Deb Zumbach 12/14

Faith Ewing 12/5 Ella Snider 12/18

Pat Plueger 12/6 Sammie Joens 12/18 Jude Lansing 12/24
Arlie Willems 12/6 Barb Wilson 12/19 Angie Keller 12/25
Dan Lambertsen  12/6 Langley Miller 12/19 Cade Folken 12/26
Daniel Paulsen 12/6 Steven Dornbusch  12/20 Nicholas Lehrman  12/28
Ralph Andresen 12/7 Sam Von Sprecken 12/21 Emily Meyer 12/30
Bing Postel 12/8 Connor Paulsen 12/22 Kyle Vavricek 12/30
Janice Kurtz 12/9 Lance Toenjes 12/23

Phyllis Kula 12/10 Mariah Farr 12/23

If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at (319) 462-4841 or
email her at stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.



