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November 23, 2025—Christ is King/Reign of Christ Sunday 



St. Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 |  stpaulanamosa@gmail.com    

Christmas Tree Walk Cafe' - Help Needed 

The Christmas Tree Walk this year will be Friday, December 12th from 5-7 pm; Saturday, December 13th 
from 12-7 pm; and Sunday, December 14th from 12-2 pm at the Lawrence Community Center, just a few 
weeks away.  Deb Zumbach is heading up the Tree Walk Café food stand with Deb Hardersen’s assistance 
this year.  The sign up sheet for the shifts is on the table at the back of the church.  Please look it over 
and sign up for a shift.  It’s a great way to get more acquainted with members of our congregation.  Deb 
can be contacted at 319-462-2788 or email dzumbach@live.com.   

We will be decorating the church for Advent on Saturday morning, 

November 29th at 11:00.  Please come and join us if you are available. 

Help Us Clean House!!! 
The church has several things that we want to get rid of.  There are 3 air conditioners (they worked when 
last used but not sure if they still work, so take at your own risk), a small storage cart, and a small long 
handled storage cart.  These items are located in the CE building in the basement if you want to look at 
them.  They are yours to take and if you’d like to give a small donation, that is totally your choice.  We will 
be holding onto them for 2 weeks and then they will be gone one way or the other, so speak up now and 
come and look at the items. 

Poinsettias 
 

If you would like to order a Red poinsettia to help beautify the sanctuary for the Christmas 
Season: 
 
1. Sign the paper that is on the table in the back of the church. 
2. Indicate who the poinsettia is in honor of or in memory of. 
3. Put cash or check made out to St Paul Lutheran Church in the envelope that is attached to 

the paper.  Poinsettias are $14.   
 
The Poinsettias will be delivered to the church. 
 

Deadline for ordering is Wednesday, December 10th. 
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Operation Christmas Cards 
 
Again, our team “Hopes & Joy” participants would like to sponsor a morale 
boosting support to Service Members deployed around the world, 
especially for those from our church community during the holiday time.  
Thank you to all of those from our church who have donated Christmas 
cards! 
 
Christmas card signing will be in the  
 Fellowship Hall on December 7th following both the 8:00 am and 
10:30 am services.   
 
Expansions from last year’s initiative includes:  “Holiday Stockings for 
Heroes/Treats for Troops” which can include: care packages, letters, 
baked goods, Warm Feet Warriors and more.  Any of these donations can 
done now. 
 
Tis the Season to Support Local Area Donations! 
 
Warm Their Soles—Sock Donation 
This year we plan to start an Initiative for Jones County Warm Feet for 
Warriors and Neighbors in Need.  This is a tradition we plan to continue 
in Remembrance and Honor of Tim’s twin Sister Kim Kurth who was very 
active in the Holiday Sock Drive each year out of Iowa City where she 
worked.  Let’s help our neighbors stay warm this winter. 
 
What We Need...Socks for both male/female and all ages, adults, 
children and babies.  We accept new unopened socks in all sizes.  Sock it 
to ’Em!  Make a difference by putting yourself in someone else’s shoes! 
 
Socks will be collected from December 1st to December 14th.               
 
There will be a red basket at the entrance of the church starting 
December 1st to add to the collection if you would like to participate.  
Questions?  Contact Shelby at 319-480-8529 or 
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A Pastoral Message for These Troubled Days 
 
 
 
When I was installed as your presiding bishop, the preacher proclaimed that in times of division, disruption 
and fear, God calls us, through love, to lift up one another just as Christ lifts us up.  I have taken that to 
heart and been alert to all the ways in which we made into God’s own beloved through word and sacrament, 
testify to that love in daily service and ministry.  Across the ELCA, I have seen and am deeply grateful for: 
 
• Ministries mobilizing to serve meals and distribute food amid the harm, chaos and conclusion of a 

government shutdown and the ongoing blocking of food assistance for 42 million people in our nation. 
 

• Congregations offering accompaniment and hope as they come alongside neighbors made vulnerable by 
aggressive and indiscriminate immigration enforcement. 

 

• Leaders from Lutheran Disaster Response urging members of Congress to commit to programs that lift 
up those made vulnerable in disasters 

 

• Preachers faithfully proclaiming the theology of the cross that illuminates the brokenness of sin but also 
the mystery of a grace that claims us, frees us and sends us to be messengers of hope in a hurting world. 

 
As a church, we do not hold back in lifting up those whom God calls us to serve, even and especially when 
government abdicates its responsibilities for the common good.  My installation as your presiding bishop 
coincided with the start of the longest government shutdown in our nation’s history.  In this moment, I draw 
strength from the writings of Martin Luther, who used the example of Mary and the words of the 
Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) to urge the rulers of his time to exercise power in ways that serve all people   
 
Jesus gave us an image of a vine and its branches (John 15:1) to illustrate our connectedness to him and, 
through him, to one another.  Our rootedness in Chris sustains us with his love.  His love connects us to one 
another.  We must stay connected to face the challenges of this moment. 
 
An end to the government shutdown will not immediately resolve food insecurity, so we will keep feeding and 
supporting our neighbors. The racial profiling and harm to our immigrant neighbors show no signs of 
diminishing, so we will heed God’s call to show up alongside these neighbors in solidarity. Our broken politics 
and partisan divisions will not heal by themselves, so we will show up through participation, bridge-building 
and advocacy.     

No matter what happens next, we must continue to care for all neighbors, especially those who are 
marginalized. Our 1994 social message “Community Violence” tells us that “we have the responsibility to join 
with others to hold government accountable for protecting society and ensuring justice for all, and to seek 
changes in policies and practices toward these ends”. As we do, I am confident that Christ’s grace will be 
sufficient, freeing us to lift up others and seek justice for everyone. 
 
I invite you to pray for and participate in ELCA ministries that support the well-being of all including by 
taking advocacy action, applying for ELCA World Hunger Daily Bread Matching Grants to support your hunger 
ministry, and watching the recent ELCA Advocacy webinar “Faith Communities and the Realities of Food 
Assistance.” 

Gracious God, we pray for our public servants, that they do their work in a spirit of wisdom, charity, and 
justice. Inspire them to use their authority to serve faithfully and to promote our common life. Guide our 
leaders to govern in such a way that all people enjoy a peaceful and just society. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

In Christ, 

The Rev. Yehiel Curry 

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

https://act.elca.org/page/89852/action/1?chain
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ZXoOHfqAD0yJTmzA98teQ5NNMs0d6LRBnepf0IKmAoRUNk1JWUdOV1VZUTNMRTU3WktNSTM4WjVCOC4u&route=shorturl
https://www.youtube.com/@ELCAadvocacy
https://www.youtube.com/@ELCAadvocacy


St. Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 |  stpaulanamosa@gmail.com    

Family Reading & Painting Night! 

November 25 | 5:30 p.m. | Anamosa Library 

Join us for a cozy evening of stories and creativity! Kelley Algoe Peel will 
share Kameel Stands Tall — the tale of a giraffe who learns that 
comparison doesn’t mean one is better than another. Everyone belongs and 
has something special to offer. After the story, families can enjoy a fun 
painting project inspired by Kameel and friends. All ages welcome! 

A little information about the author, Kelley Algoe Peel…..During her youth, 
Kelley was a member of St Paul.  Kelley is the daughter of Bob and Darlo 
Algoe.  She was confirmed and married at St Paul.  Her books have been 
inspired by the students’ situations she encountered as a counselor in the 
Michigan Public School System.   

Below is a picture of the cover of all the books she has written.  She will 
have copies with her to sell  -  along with a preview of ’Seeds of the Sun,’ a 
book she is collaborating with a Ukrainian principal. 100% of all the book 
sales will be going to the Ukrainian project to provide school supplies to 
help kids aged 5 years old-15 years old to continue learning during the war.   

Come and enjoy the time with Kelley!! 

Hospitality Thank You  
 

The funerals of Ed Allaire, Dorothy Kula and Darrel Geltz were all 
blessed with such love from our congregation in many ways 
including all of the salads and desserts that were lovingly prepared 
and delivered.  It is such a “behind the scenes” way to support our 
grieving families and we are so thankful to everyone that shared 
their time setting up, serving, cooking, baking and cleaning up.  
Everything runs so smoothly when many hands do the work.  Thank 
you all so very much.  NOW, please remember to pick up your containers!! 
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Monday, Nov 17 
*  6:00 pm NA —LL CE Building 
Tuesday, Nov 18 
*  6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 
*  7:00 pm AA—LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Nov 19 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Readings/Prayers:  Paula Sisler 
   Comm Server: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint:  Myra Powell 
WD4– 6:00-7:00pm   
Thursday, Nov 20 
* 7:00pm– NA– LL CE Building  
Sunday, Nov 23 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeters: Don/Deb Hardersen  
  Readings/Prayers:  Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Comm Servers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Susan Koppen haver 
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Dave/Deb Oldham 
  Greeters:  CJ Sullivan family 
  Readings/Prayers:  Shawna Giegerich 
  Comm Servers:  Dave/Deb Oldham 
   PowerPoint: Ella Giegerich 
  Livestream: Luke Chrisman 
Wednesday,  Nov 26 
*  *  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Darla Algoe 
   Greeters: Darla Algoe 
   Readings/Prayers:  Darla Algoe 
   Comm Server: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint:  Beth Hora 
WD4– 6:00-7:00pm  
Sunday, Nov 30 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep:   Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  Greeters:  Mark/Rhonda Bickford 
  Readings/Prayers:  Virginia Danielson 
  Comm Servers: Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  PowerPoint: Macen Garrett 
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Vicki Wacker 
  Greeters:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Readings/Prayers:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Comm Servers:  Amy Fuller Belding/Nancy Lyon Douglas 
   PowerPoint: Shelby Hollett 
  Livestream:  
*3:00pm– Confirmation Meeting in Fellowship Hall  
Wednesday,  Dec 3 
*  *  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep:  Paula Sisler 
   Greeters: Summer Parks 
   Readings/Prayers:  Paula Sisler 
   Comm Server: Summer Parks 
   PowerPoint:  Beth Hora  
WD4– 6:00-7:00pm   

Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy 
Lyon Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday 
evenings at 6:00 pm & Thursday Evenings at 7:00pm  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a family 
to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and canned pasta 
sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger 
Helper items are great.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great. 

Bread Bakers:  
December:  Sherri Evans; Xmas Eve:  Brian Lubben 
January:  Darla Algoe 
February:  Valerie Lambertsen 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
December:  Myra Powell 
January:  Barb Kleis 

   February:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website, 
YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort especially for  
the Allaire family and Geltz family.  For peace in our nation & world, 
for safety in our schools and communities and for those seeking a 
safe home.  

To add a name call or email Kathy at 319-462–4841 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.  

Readings for November 30 
Daniel 3:1, (2-7) 8-30 

 John 18:36-37 

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally row 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all generations, 
backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul will 
be know as disciples of Christ in the World. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service  
will be held at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service  

will be held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service 
will be held at church 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Nov 23   An Evening of Gratitude 

Nov 23, 30   Inquiry Session—9:20-10:10am Education Building 

Nov 23   Ecumenical Service @ Presbyterian Church in Monticello 6:30 pm 

Nov 24   Drumming Prayer 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall  

Nov 25   Family Reading & Painting Night @ Anamosa Library with Kelley Algoe Peel 

Nov 26   Service of Gratitude Service @ 6:00 pm 

Nov 27   Thanksgiving Day (office closed) 

Nov 27   Free Thanksgiving Dinner @ Lawerence Community Center 11am-12:30pm 

Nov 29   Decorating the church for Advent at 11:00 am 

Dec 7, 14, 21, 28   Inquiry Sessions 

Dec 12-14   Christmas Tree Walk Café @ LCC 

Dec 13   Luminary Tribute in Monticello 4-7 pm 

Dec 15   Women’s Bible Study 12:45-3pm 

Dec 15   Council Mtg 6:30 pm—Fellowship Hall 

Dec 17   Advent/Christmas Program 

Dec 19-29   Kaileen—Vacation 

Dec 24   Christmas Eve Services @ 3pm, 5pm & 7pm 

Dec 25    Christmas Day—Office closed 

Dec 31   Blood Donation 9-12pm —Fellowship Hall 
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