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The Advent Wreath 

In Advent this year, we will be focusing on 
the symbol of the Advent wreath and the 
colors of the season. The Christmas Tree will 
make its appearance in the sanctuary but will 
be without all the decorations in keeping 
with the more ancient tradition.   Both the 
wreathe and the tree use everlasting 
greenery and growing light to hint at the life 

and presence of God in the midst of the winter darkness and human 
sin. When you are tempted to focus on the absences or the negatives, 
pray to be enlightened by God through the symbols that are present. 
Ask what you might learn from the experience. 
 

The concept of the Advent wreath originated among German 
Lutherans in the 16th century. Research by Prof. Haemig of Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul, points to Johann Hinrich Wichern (1808–1881), a 
Protestant pastor in Germany as the inventor of the modern Advent 
wreath.  In response to the children at the mission school he founded 
asking if Christmas had arrived yet, Wichern built a large wooden ring 
(made out of an old cartwheel) with 20 small red and 4 large white 
candles. A small candle was lit successively every day during Advent to 
mark the “hope” for Christmas.   On Sundays, a large white candle was 
lit amidst the fresh evergreen boughs.   Protestant churches in 
Germany incorporated it into their communal prayer and the wreath 
evolved into the 4-candle one most often used today. 

In earlier times Advent was a period of fasting during which people's 
thoughts were directed to the expected (second) coming of Christ.   
Advent is meant to be a time of stilling, simplifying, purifying from sin, 
and preparing, represented in the Indigo candles and evergreen 
drapings. In them, see the winter nighttime sky and promise of spring. 
The practice of fasting helped stretch the oft times dwindling food 
stores. The Christian Church has always waited for the feast of 
Christmas to celebrate the fullness of the Incarnation Good News, 
and then does so for 12 days (the symbolic number of abundance and 
fullness) with lit trees, food, and goodies. How are these ideas 
expressed in your Advent and Christmas practices? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luther_Seminary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Paul,_Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Hinrich_Wichern
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Pounds for the Pantry Challenge 
 
We are still gathering food items for the Pantry Challenge.  
The food bank is low on canned fruit and Hamburger 
Helper right now.  Please help if you can. Although we 
give all year long, this challenge only goes until December 
31st.  Remember, they take everything and weigh it and 
each pound is equivalent to $1.   
 
After December 31, a winner will be declared and they will become the holder of the trophy.  
Please consider joining this special effort to support people in need.  While we might become 
the “winner,” the real winners are the people in our community who we help feed. 

 

 Rodney Bluml          12/1 
Cruz Winekauf          12/2 
Kenneth Humpal    12/2 
Linda Kenny            12/3 
Dennie Hinrichs      12/4 
Pat Plueger              12/6 
Dan Lambertsen  12/6 
Daniel Paulsen        12/6 
Ralph Andresen           12/7 
Bing Postel 12/8 

Phyllis Kula  12/10 
Addi Tjaden  12/10 
Don Hardersen  12/10 
Ernest Ulferts  12/14 
Ben Carpenter  12/14 
Deb Zumbach  12/14 
Ella Snider  12/18 
Barb Wilson                   12/19 
Steven Dornbusch      12/20 
Sam Von Sprecken      12/21 

December Birthdays 
Connor Paulsen           12/22 
Lance Toenjes           12/23 
Jude Lansing             12/24 
Nicholas Lehrman   12/28 
Emily Meyer         12/30 
Kyle Vavricek         12/30 

 

Decorating the Church 
On November 30th at 9:00 am, if you are able to help, we need at least 5 or 6 able 
bodied people to please join in helping to decorate the church for Christmas.  
Everyone is welcome!! 

For Christmas Eve, the church will once again be decorating with white 
poinsettias.  
 

If you would like to order a poinsettia to help beautify the sanctuary: 
• Sign the paper that is on the table in the back of the church. 
• Indicate who the poinsettia is in honor of or in memory of. 
• Put cash or a check made out to St. Paul Lutheran Church in the 

envelope that is attached to the paper.  Poinsettias are $15.00.   
• You will be invited to take your poinsettia home after the Christmas 

season. 
Deadline for ordering is Sunday, December 15th. 

Along with our “Pounds for the Pantry Challenge”, the Jones County Food Bank will be set up in 
front of Fareway in Anamosa on Friday, November 29th from 12-6 and also Saturday, 
November 30 from 8-12.  They are collecting canned goods for the holidays to be distributed to 
families in need before Christmas.  Anything you have to give will help. 
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Anamosa Lunches for Youth  

 
Anamosa Lunches for Youth was awarded a $1500 gift 
card as part of Theisen's More for Your Community grant 
program. We will use the gift card to purchase soup 
packets, microwave popcorn and Christmas sweet treats 
for the ALY bags. Shown in the photo are Bernieta Wells 
and Nancy Mulford receiving the award from Theisen's 
store manager Doug Siefker. If you happen to be shopping 
in Theisen's, be sure to thank Doug and his staff! 

A note of thanks to all who donated and served last week for the funeral lunches of 
Donna Custis and Paul Pinney.  The generosity of our St. Paul family is certainly 
appreciated by the grieving families and their guests. 
            The St. Paul Hospitality Team 

ELCA Good Gifts 
 

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we believe that God’s 
love in Jesus is a gift.  ELCA Good Gifts is just one way we can share that love.  With 
the season of Advent coming close, it is time to think about our gifts.  This year the 
response we have chosen for our St. Paul family is Clean Water.  One of the biggest 
challenges to overcoming poverty is lack of access to clean water.  With our Good Gifts 
we can offer hope to many.  Please watch for the display in the church entrance during 
Advent, and prayerfully consider your gifts. 

Tree Walk Cafe' 
 

The Tree Walk will be December 13, 14, and 15 this year at the Lawrence 
Community Center, just a few weeks away.  Linda Kenny will be heading up the 
Tree Walk Café with Deb’s assistance this first year.    The sign up sheet for 
the shifts is on the bulletin board at the back of the church.  Please look it 
over and sign up for a shift.  It’s a great way to get more acquainted with 
members of our congregation.  Linda can be contacted at 319-350-3323 or 
lindagbr@aol.com.  I would like to thank all of those who have helped with the 
Tree Walk food stand over the years and happy to hear so many wanted this 
to continue.  See you in a few weeks at the LCC!   

The Women’s Bible Study Group will meet on Monday, December 2nd at 
12:45 in the Fellowship Hall.  Hope to see you there!! 
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December is a busy month, but Friends still need to meet and 
eat.  SO, hope to see you at Las Brasses in Anamosa on 
Thursday, December 5th at 5:00 pm.  The more, the merrier!! 

Outreach Opportunities 
 

     The Giving Tree 
 

As tradition has served, in conjunction with 
HACAP, St Paul Lutheran has pledged to 
fulfill giving to fourteen children and their 
families this year.  The Giving Tree will be in 
the back of the sanctuary the Sunday after 

Thanksgiving, and you can select a hanger, 
from the tree, which will have the child’s sex, age, their clothing sizes and their wish 
list.  There will also be individual hangers for cleaning supplies and food baskets for 
the families.  After you have selected the hanger) please log your name and the 
hanger number on the sheet beside the tree so we have a record of who has that 

hanger.  Your wrapped gifts need to be returned by December 14th so they can be 
picked up by the family.  Your generosity will be appreciated by the families going 
through challenging times and for spreading love to those in need. 

When: Wednesday, December 18th 
Time: 7:15pm 
Where: Church Sanctuary 
 
Please join our WD4 young people as they present the Advent 
Program. They will share their gifts of song, acting, narrative 
and love as they share just what the Advent Season is all 
about. The Program will start at 7:15 pm immediately follow-
ing the church service. We will also have refreshments down-
stairs for a time of celebrating the gifts shared by our WD4 
young people.  



St. Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 |  stpaulanamosa@gmail.com    



St. Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 |  stpaulanamosa@gmail.com    

Tuesday, Nov 19 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Nov 20 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek 
   Greeters: Summer Parks 
   Readings/Prayer:  Beth Hora 
   Comm Server: Marlene Serbousek 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell   
Sunday, Nov  24 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Ed/Jan Allaire 
  Greeters: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Readings/Prayers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Comm Servers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Linda Kenny  
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Barb Wilson  
  Greeters: Curtis Weaver Family  
  Readings/Prayers: Shawna Giegerich  
  Comm Servers:  Shawna Giegerich/Kaileen Weaver  
   PowerPoint: Ella Giegerich  
  Livestream: Luke Chrisman  
Tuesday, Nov  26 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Nov 27 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6:00 pm Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Darla Algoe 
   Greeters:  
   Readings/Prayers:   
   Comm Server:  
   PowerPoint:  
Sunday, Dec 1 
*  8:00 am Service                                      
  Comm Prep: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeters: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Readings/Prayers: Virginia Danielson 
  Comm Servers: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  PowerPoint: Macen Garrett 
*  10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:   
  Greeters:  
  Readings/Prayers:  
  Comm Servers:   
  PowerPoint:   
  Livestream:  
Tuesday, Dec 3 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Dec 4 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Bonnie Raddatz 
   Greeters: Summer Parks 
   Readings/Prayer:  Sara Chrisman 
   Comm Server: Summer Parks 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora  

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please contact Nancy 
Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a 
family to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and 
canned pasta sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or 
beef, Hamburger Helper items are great.  Clients also like 
pancake mix and pancake syrup.  Canned fruits or 
vegetables are great too.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
December: Sherri Evans, Xmas Eve-B/M Lubben 
January:  Darla Algoe  
February:  Valerie Lambertsen 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
December:  Myra Powell 
January:  Barb Kleis 
February:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website, 
YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort 
especially Frank McDonnell, son-in-law of Betty Hunter.  For 
peace in our nation & world, for safety in our schools and 
communities and for those seeking a safe home. To add a 
name call or email  Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 
4 weeks and may be renewed.   

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally Grow 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all 
generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the 
people of St. Paul will be known as disciples of Christ in 
the World. 

Readings for December 1 — Daniel 6:6-27 

          Luke 23:1-5 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service  
will be held at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service  

will be held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service 
will be held at church 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Nov 24           The Chosen, Season 4 @ church 9:20 am 

Nov 24           The Chosen, Season 1 @ church 6-8 pm 

Nov 27  No WD4 

Nov 27  An Evening of Gratitude 6:00 pm Church 

Nov 28  Thanksgiving Day (office closed) 

Nov 29   Office closed 

Nov 29-30   HACAP collecting canned goods at Fareway in Anamosa Fri 12-6 pm, Sat 8-12 

Nov 30   Reindeer Run 9:00 am @ LCC 

Nov 30   Decorating the Church @ 9 am 

Dec 2   Women’s Bible Study Group  

Dec 5   Dinner with Friends @ Las Brasses 5:00 pm 

Dec 8   “Building the Future with Hope” Community Mtg 6:00 pm at Church 

Dec 13, 14, 15   Tree Walk Café @ LCC (Sign up sheet posted in church vestibule) 

Dec 16   Council Mtg 6:30 @ Fellowship Hall 

Dec 17  Blue Christmas 5:15-6:30 pm (church) 

Dec 18   WD4 Advent Program @ 7:15 pm 

Dec 20   The STAR movie 6:30-8:00 pm (church) 

Dec 24     Christmas Eve 3, 5, 7:00 pm Service 

Dec 25-31    Christmas Day (office closed)  No Service on Dec 25th or Jan 1 


