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November 27, 2022      1st Sunday in Advent 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 
 

The Pulse deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.  

 

The Advent Wreath 

In Advent this year, we will be focusing on the symbol of the 
Advent wreath and the colors of the season. The Christmas 
Tree will make its appearance in the sanctuary on Christmas 
Eve in keeping with the more ancient tradition. Both symbols 
use everlasting greenery and growing light to hint at the life 
and presence of God in the midst of the winter darkness and 
human sin. When you are tempted to focus on the absent tree 
or the “change,” pray to be enlightened by God through the 
symbols that are present. Ask what you might learn from the 
experience. 

The concept of the Advent wreath originated among German 
Lutherans in the 16th century. Research by Prof. Haemig 
of Luther Seminary, St. Paul, points to Johann Hinrich 
Wichern (1808–1881), a Protestant pastor in Germany as the 
inventor of the modern Advent wreath. In response to the 
children at the mission school he founded asking if Christmas 
had arrived yet, Wichern built a large wooden ring (made out 
of an old cartwheel) with 20 small red and 4 large white candles. A small candle was lit successively every day during 
Advent to mark the “hope” for Christmas. On Sundays, a large white candle was lit amidst the fresh evergreen boughs. 
Protestant churches in Germany incorporated it into their communal prayer and the wreath evolved into the 4-candle 
one most often used today. 

In earlier times Advent was a period of fasting during which people's thoughts were directed to the expected (second) 
coming of Christ. Advent is meant to be a time of stilling, simplifying, purifying from sin, and preparing, represented 
in the Indigo candles and evergreen drapings. In them, see the winter nighttime sky and promise of spring. The 
practice of fasting helped stretch the oft times dwindling food stores. The Christian Church has always waited for the 
feast of Christmas to celebrate the fullness of the Incarnation Good News, and then does so for 12 days (the symbolic 
number of abundance and fullness) with lit trees, food, and goodies. How are these ideas expressed in your Advent 
and Christmas practices? 

Viewing of the Chosen, Season Two will continue between services beginning December 4th and be 
shown on the following Sundays, December 11, 18, January 8, 15, 22, 29, and February 5. Thanks to Scott 
Chrisman for facilitating this opportunity and for leading the discussion. 
 

The chosen is a drama series created and directed by American filmmaker Dallas Jenkins.  Jenkins’ intention 
was not only to dig deeper into the people who encountered Jesus and to see Jesus through the eyes of those 
who met him, but also to show him in a way that is more “personal, intimate, and immediate.”  The series 
writers made use of a consultation team that included a Rabbi, a Catholic priest, and an evangelical 
theologian to assist in the authentic portrayal of Jesus as a first century Jewish man in the Roman Empire. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luther_Seminary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Paul,_Minnesota
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Hinrich_Wichern
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Hinrich_Wichern
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Wed., Dec. 14th  
immediately following the  
service our Children & 
youth will be presenting   
“A Beastly Christmas”  
 

This will include our Bell 
choir, children's choir, 
youth choir & WD4 
participants. We will hear 
from camels, sheep, cows 
and a donkey as they tell 
us a very special story 
about what they saw happen that night.  
 

Come enjoy the Christmas Story retold by the 
animals that witnessed this miracle take place!  

 

Blue Christmas: There are those in 
our midst who have not experienced 
2022 as a year of favor, and some 
who struggle to find joy in the season 
of wonder. Some of us are grieving 
recent losses, others are carrying deep 
wounds from past hurts or broken 
relationships, and many are separated 
from loved ones by time or miles or 
fear of sickness. We want to gather as 
a faith community in prayerful 
support of each other, to pray for 
those unable to pray, and to be a 
loving presence when the world 

seems cold. We will hold a Blue Christmas service from 
5:10-6:00 p.m. on Monday, December 19. Through a 
series of reflective readings, songs, candle lightings, and 
prayers of intention, we will be reminded of God’s 
incarnational love and healing power. All are welcome. 
This year, we will have a Simple Soup Supper in the 
Fellowship Hall immediately following the 
service.  Your RSVP for the service and/or meal is 
always appreciated to help with our planning (call 
319.462-4841 or 319.389-6153 by 12/18). 
Peace to your hearts as you consider joining us for this 
prayerful experience. 

 
 

Tree Walk:  
 

The Tree Walk will be December 9, 10, and 
11.  There is a sign up in the back of 
church. Please look it over and sign up for a shift 
to serve soup and sandwiches. We especially 
need help for Friday and Saturday evening 
shifts.  
 
Please email me if you can help -
 deb.hardersen@gmail.com.   
      Thanks  Deb Hardersen 

Thank you for you kind words, 
cards and gifts as I conclude my 
four years as St. Paul Secretary. 
Just because I am no longer 
behind the desk doesn’t mean 
you won’t see me lurking in the 
hallways trying to collect photos 
and paragraphs for the 100th 
Anniversary Directory which I 
am staying to complete. Again 
St Paul has been a blessing for 
me and I am grateful to be part 
of your community. 

ALY Grant from Theisen’s:   We have just 
received news that we have been awarded 
$2,000 through a Theisen’s grant!!   
          Virginia Danielson 

Table Talk 
To each of you who participated 
in a Table Talk, thank you!  
These Table Talks provided a 
time for fellowship, listening, 
sharing, and reconnecting after 
the isolation of Covid.   
 A special thank you is 
extended to each of the hosts who 
opened their homes to us, served 
refreshments, and created a 
warm, welcoming atmosphere: 
 
Bob &Darla Algoe    Cory & Heidi Capron   
DJ and Donna Condry   Steve & Kathy Dornbusch Dave 
& Deb Oldham      Dustin & MacKenzie Paulson 
Tom Sabotta &Sherri Evans Serge & Paula Sisler 
Nancy Stout       Darcie Tenley     
Curtis & Kaileen Weaver 

Poinsettias: If you would like to 
help decorate the church for 
Christmas, you may order a white 
poinsettia by signing the paper in 
the back of the church. The cost 
this year is $13.50. Please put cash 
or a check made out to St. Paul in 
the brown envelope attached to the 
paper.  
 

On the paper you may indicate if you want the 
poinsettia in honor or in memory of someone. Those 
names will be noted in the bulletin on Christmas Eve. 
Deadline for ordering is Wednesday, December 15th . 

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
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St. Paul Lutheran Congregational Council Agenda November 14, 2022   6:30 p.m.  
**Draft until approved by Council*** 

 
Welcome/check-in:  Jason Geltz called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  
Council Members Present: Fred Austin, Rodney Bluml, Scott Chrisman, Michele Countryman, Jason Geltz, Jamie Hamblin, and Susan 
Koppenhaver, and Nancy Stout 
Not Present: Angie Coyle, Addie Dales, Nancy Lyon Douglas, and Dustin Paulson 
 
Consent Agenda Discussion and Vote 
 
Financial Reports (sent by Nancy Lyons Douglas), St Paul Council Meeting Minutes (attached) Pastor’s Report (sent by Pastor 
Rodney) Pastor’s Report to Church Council Nov. 2022 

1. Funerals: Pat Lubben, 10/13/22 

2. New Members & Baptism: None 

3. Wedding: Ben Carpenter & Kamry McLaughlin 10/22/22 -both members. 

4. We have completed 13 of the 14 scheduled Table Talks. Much appreciation for the efforts of Bark Kleis to organize, invite, encourage, 
and collate! Thanks to Scott Chrisman who, along with Barb, has served as scribe at the meetings. Thanks to all who have participated. 
We are discussing an ongoing iteration of this in the future so people can gather, discuss, strengthen community. 

5. Tim Hans, a local audio specialized out of Mechanicsville, was referred to us by Lindsey Austin. Tim is trying to improve the audio in 
our recorded services and online presence. Initial diagnosis is that all the sound was going into the one microphone wrapped around the 
rafter, into the camera, and into the computer. Tim will hardwire the digital sound system directly to the camera/computer and remove 
the house microphone. 

6. The viewing of the first season of the Chosen between Sunday services will conclude this week. Scott Chrisman has been masterful in 
preparing the group to view the episodes and facilitating conversation in the time remaining after the viewing. 15-20 have been 
gathering each week. Discussions are underway for what’s next. 

7. The efforts of Nancy Stout, Laura Secrist, and Sara Chrisman to provide leadership to the youth in Bells and singing has led to 
enhanced worship experiences and increased numbers of worshippers when the youth are involved. Much appreciated! 

8. Kaileen and I are forming a high school/college team to assist in leading the confirmation retreat at Camp Courageous, Jan. 13/14. The 
team will stay over night and the candidates will join us for the Saturday retreat. 

9. The All Saints Pulse with the pics of those who died this past year was really well received. Thanks Lois. 

10. It is a treat to be part of the handing out of Bibles to our youth as the congregation makes good on its promise to support and pray for 
and form in God’s Word those who are baptized. We had about 13 this year! Thanks for organizing that Kaileen. 

11. NAMI was using the Fellowship Hall for weekly educational meetings. They concluded on 11/7. 
12. We are pleased to have Kathy Brunssen joining our staff as secretary beginning 11/14/22. She will train for at least three days with Lois. 

A thank you send off is planned for Lois on 11/16, 20 following services. Many thanks for her faithful service over the past four years. 
 

Consent Agenda discussion: It was noted during the meeting, there were several Council members that had problems opening the full 
financial report.  A pdf copy was sent to the Council for review at the meeting.  The council reviewed several financial graphics provided 
by Nancy Lyon Douglas and agreed a quarterly summary of the annual financial data should be submitted to The Pulse.  The monthly 
graphic and the first page of the financial report will also continue to be included monthly. The November financial report vote was 
deferred until December to allow adequate time for the Council to review.  For those Council members that were able to fully open the 
financials, several questions were raised that were sent to Nancy Lyon Douglas.  A question was raised about putting the minutes in The 
Pulse prior to Council approval.  Jamie and Michele indicated this has always happened for as long as they have been completing them.  A 
request was made the secretary reflect the minutes are in draft state and have not been approved by the Council. If they are approved at the 
following meeting with corrections, an updated copy, with corrections, will be submitted to The Pulse. Susan motioned to accept the Pastor 
Report and the minutes.  Michele second the motion.  Ayes Carry.   
 
Summary of St. Paul Council discussion and vote(s) recorded via email 

Email recommendation sent to the St. Paul Council membership from the St. Paul Hiring Committee (Barb Kleis, Kaileen Weaver, 
Dustin Paulson and Pastor Rodney) to hire Kathy Brunssen as the new St. Paul Secretary.  Motion by Pastor Rodney to extend a 
contract offer.  Second by Susan Koppenhaver.  Ayes carried. 

The St. Paul Lumberyard Committee (Fred Austin & Doug Fairbanks submitted four bids including cost and timelines via email to the 
St. Paul Council to consider demolishing the lumberyard.)  Fred Austin motioned to award the demolition and clean up of the 
former lumberyard building to Luke Oberbreckling to be carried out at the earliest opportunity and paid for out of the Land 
Development fund. Pastor Rodney Bluml second.  Several questions were raised by Council members and addressed by the 
committee.  Ayes carried for the motion. Questions raised were:   

In your analysis of the bids, everything we need done is covered satisfactorily? 
In particular the 2 lower bids? Luke was the lowest bid 
Any contingencies we need to be aware of? None 

Did the water situation get resolved and get turned off?  
If no, any concerns voiced by demo groups related to this item?  

Is this bid for the main building and all outbuildings? Yes 
Is there any attempt at reclaiming any material? No  

Email recommendation to reserve Blue 60 as the feature band for the St. Paul Block Party in June. This will continue to be finalized via 
the Centennial Committee.  Tentative proposal is 5-8 pm.  Ayes carried.  

Continued on page 6 
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Bread Bakers:  
December: Sheri Evans 
   Christmas Eve: Brian Lubben family 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
December: Myra Powell 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

We pray for Kinsley Provin niece of Deb 
Oldham. For all who need healing, strength 
or comfort. For peace in our nation & world, 
for safety in our schools and communities 
and for those seeking a safe home. To add a 
name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4; 3:(3b-6) 17-19 
Psalm 46 
Matt: 26:36-38 

 

ALY Backpack Thursdays: November is 
St. Paul’s month to pack the backpacks. We 
will start at 10 am in the CE building lower 
level. Please sign up on the bulletin board in 
the entryway of the church. 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested 
319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Urgent help 
is needed at the Jones County Community 
Food Bank - food and funds have fallen 
critically low.  For the last few months, the 
number of families and individuals 
requesting foods has been increasing and 
the shelves are almost bare.  Funds are 
also being diminished by the demands of 
purchasing food at higher prices. 
 

To donate money, checks may be written 
to Jones County Community Food Bank 
and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205. Items needed this 
week: Peas, pancake mix and syrup, 
canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and personal 
care items. Please place items in the back 
of the church for collection by St. Paul 
volunteers OR call the Food Bank to make 
delivery arraignments (462-4343) 

Introduction: PEACE IS FOUND IN GOD’S ENDURING LOVE. 
 

Advent (means: coming or arriving):  we begin our new year in 
the church by anticipating the promised arrival of our Savior.  
With the ongoing assistance of Saint Matthew’s Gospel in this 
year of Cycle A readings, we reflect on our lives and ask: will He 
find room in our hearts and community when he comes?  
 

Marana’ tha: Come, Lord! 
 

The "ripe time" has come--time to wake up for the coming of the 
Lord! We do not know exactly when he will come, but we do 
know that the time is already ripe so we must "stand up now for 
Jesus!" Advent is a time of expectancy. We wait for the next step 
in the Lord's action plan for his creation and for each of us. He 
came once as a baby; now, he comes to us in our worship and 
daily lives, and he will come again in full power, glory and 
majesty. Are you ready to meet him face to face? 

Reading 1: Habakkuk 1:1-7; 2:1-4; 3:17-19 NIV 
 

Habakkuk was a prophet of the southern kingdom, Judah, who 
wrote between the years of 605 and 597 BC, on the eve of Chaldea’s 
(Babylon’s) capture of Jerusalem.  Habakkuk cried out to God and 
challenged the deity’s sense of divine justice because of the decline 
he was witnessing in his own culture. Jehoiakim, was the anointed 
(mesia’h) king of Judah. The people looked to him as God’s voice in 
their midst. He was to lead the people because he was God’s chosen 
one. But Jehoiakim began to abuse his power and wealth.  

Two main actions spurred Habakkuk’s rebuke of God: 1) 
Jehoiakim built for himself a palace made of Lebanon Cedar with 
the forced labor of his own people. He did this to set himself above 
the rest of his people and to attract the attention of those he wished 
to impress. In the process, he contributed to the wiping out of 
majestic cedar forests and the over-hunting of wild beasts. 2) When 
Jehoiakim became aware of the Chaldean military campaign 
succeeding to the north (Carchemish, a Turkish city directly north of 
Israel, was captured in 605 BC), he formed an alliance with Pharaoh 
Neco of Egypt to help stave off the imminent Babylonian attack. 
Jehoiakim was shortsighted and acted for his own political gain; 
unfortunately, he committed the sin of idolatry because to accept 
Egypt’s help was to accept the power of their gods. The king of 
Judah was supposed to rely on Yahweh God alone, even in the face 
of severe national crisis. To rely on neighboring pagan countries was 
a sure path to doom and destruction; this had been played out 100 
years earlier in the northern kingdom of Israel when they relied on 
the pagan Syrians to protect them from the onslaught of the 
Assyrians. 

And so, Habakkuk cries out to God about the inhumane treatment 
of his people and God’s apparent silence, which lent affirmation to 
what was happening. While in a trance, Habakkuk was informed by 
God to write down what he was told. In a part of the prophecy (1:6-
11) God points out that it is too late for the king and his court to 
change their hearts; judgment is already on its way in the form of the 
Chaldeans. But Habakkuk challenges God again and pleads on 
behalf of the innocent, righteous people who have suffered under 
Jehoiakim’s greedy reign. God acknowledges their faith, and invites 
them to have patience as his plan unfolds. The vision is in place; it 
takes time to work out. The ones who suffer the fate of the 
Babylonian sword are those who are wicked and rash. The 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Sunday, November 27 
8:00am Traditional Service  
  Comm Prep: Jim/Dolores Albrecht 
  Greeters: Kenny Family 
  Reader & Prayers: Lois Ocenosak 
  PowerPoint: Linda Kenny 
  Wine Server: Lois Ocenosak 
9:20am Viewing of “The Chosen” FH 
10:30am  Contemporary Service 
 Comm Prep:  Linda Kenny 
 Greeters:  Kenny Family 
  Reader: Shaun or Valerie Lambertsen 
 Prayers:  Shaun or Valerie Lambertsen 
  PowerPoint: Samuel Kenny 
  Wine servers:  TBA 
Tuesday, November 29 
1:30pm Scripture Study 
Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 
7:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, November 30 
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm Service  
  Greeters: Ken & Pam Humpal 
  Reader & Prayers: WD4 7th & 8th Grade 
  PowerPoint: WD4 7th & 8th Grade 
  Wine server: Beth Hora 

6:00pm WD4 
 

Thursday, December 1 
1:30pm Fellowship & Fun at Fellowship hall 
3:00pm HACAP Distribution 
5:00pm Dinner With Friends  
 

Sunday, December 4 
8:00am Service  
  Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson 
  Greeters: Debbie & Don Hardersen 
  Reader:  Debbie & Don Hardersen 
   Prayers:  Debbie & Don Hardersen 
   Communion Server:  Debbie & Don Hardersen 
   PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
   

9:20am Viewing of “The Chosen” FH 
10:30am  Service  
 Comm Prep: Amy Christianson 
  Greeters: Gary & Carlene Vavricek 
  Reader:  Gary or Carlene Vavricek 
   Prayers:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
   Communion Server:  Gary & Carlene Vavricek 
   PowerPoint: Lambertsen boys 
   Livestream:  Dean Lambertsen 
 

Wednesday, December 7 
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm An Evening of Gratitude 
  Greeters: Darla Algoe 
  Reader & Prayers: Darla Algoe 
  PowerPoint: Beth Hora 
  Wine server: Ralph & Sandra 

6:00pm No WD4 

 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

Babylonian king will see through their conceited lies and take 
their lives. But the just ones, because of their loyalty to 
Yahweh, will be allowed to live. 
 

Psalm 27 
 

Gospel: Matt 26:36-38                
The apostles have just come with Jesus from the meal we 

call the Last Supper. It was one cup from which all the apostles 
drank. This symbol is a powerful reminder that it is risky to be 
united with Christ. It is risky to be part of a faith community 
because it requires trust, loyalty, and commitment, and to drink 
from the same cup communicates this trust. It does take a 
certain amount of faith to drink from one cup, and perhaps 
Jesus knew exactly what he was asking when he passed around 
the cup of thanksgiving. He knew that while twelve drank from 
it, one would soon betray him and one would deny him; the 
rest would scatter. They were with him and at the same time 
broken. Like our own community of faith, we drink from the 
one cup of Christ and despite all that threatens to separate us, 
we assume the best about everyone else who is communing 
with us. It does not mean we are a perfect community, but 
rather that we seek to be perfected through the power of Jesus’ 
grace and presence. It is risky to drink from the one cup, but 
this very action is a participation in the sacrifice Jesus made for 
the world’s redemption. This is one of the reasons why the 
Church reintroduced communion under both species following 
Vatican II in 1965. 

The scene in the Garden of Gethsemane is the next step in 
that journey of loyalty. It would appear the apostles do not yet 
grasp the severity of the situation, but Jesus is clear: we must 
pray, discern, prepare. It is a good reminder and invitation to us 
as we enter into this Advent season. 

 
Taking It Home 

 • The prophets pointed out that dishonest wealth and 
greed lead to the destruction of families and societies. Do 
you agree with this prophecy?  Should we be raising the 
alarm in our own country or families? 

 • Write three virtues (good, holy habits) you strive to 
keep at the heart of your daily living.   Post it where you 
and your family will be reminded and affirmed. 

 • A person who fails to reflect and plan will inevitably 
act foolishly. Talk about something you are asked to be 
patient about right now. 

 
 

Creatively Connect 
 

Intentionally Grow 
 

Joyfully Serve 
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Old Business  

Farewell for Lois:  As a part of the Member Care team efforts, a sendoff for Lois has been finalized for Wednesday (11/16) and the 
following Sunday (11/20) will be Lois' farewell after each worship service. Treats will be provided after each service.  The Council 
thanks Lois for all of her work for St. Paul.  Lois will continue to see the 100 year project through but secretary duties are 
transitioning to Karen this week.   

Lumberyard updates 
Jason indicated he received a bid estimate tonight from Luke Oberbreckling but it was not itemized nor did it require a 

signature.  Jason will follow up with Luke to get a more formalized contract.  Jason will also check to verify Luke is 
appropriately insured for the work and request it be incorporated into the contract. There are five items listed on the 
contract.   

Tearing down old lumberyard 
Hauling wood to the landfill 
Hauling concrete away 
Filling in and leveling the building site 
Labor, machine work, and trucking to complete the job 

 
Spook Parade & Carnival 

Pastor Rodney sent a request of reconsideration to the Anamosa Chamber of Commerce for the timing of the Spook Parade 
event that has been scheduled on the Wednesday prior to Halloween.  The request was to recognize Wednesday’s as the 
local faith community’s time for prayer, teaching and formation as established with the Anamosa Community School 
District. Director Blair indicated he will present the request to the Chamber at the next meeting.  As of meeting time, Pastor 
Rodney had not received a response.      

Invitation to apply to host a WTS student intern in 2023 - application due 12/15/22 
Pastor Rodney did send information out regarding the cost and expectations for hosting an intern from Wartburg Seminary.  The 

Council discussed that it didn’t really seem feasible right now based on the current financial state.  There are some fixed 
costs but there are other expenses based on the person’s needs. Hopefully it will present itself in the future.  Susan 
recommended that at this time, we pass on the opportunity.  Fred seconded.  Ayes carry.   

Front signage:  the light is in and an outlet is installed.  Thank you to Tom Sabotta for his work! A request was made to the memorial 
committee to pay Tom for his work to update the signage.  The Council will continue to explore options for updating the signage as 
it was identified the black board behind the current signage is unusable. 

Tim Hans, an audio specialist (referred by Lindsey Austin), is coming to St. Paul to evaluate the current audio set up and provide 
recommendations for improvements. 
 

New Business  

Internet - Michele obtained several quotes from Mediacom and MVEC to compare to CenturyLink phone and internet rates.  MVEC 
Materials were sent to all Council members for review. The current CenturyLink Bill is approximately $330\month.  After 
comparing rates from MVEC and Mediacom, it appears MVEC fiber and VOIP phone would be considerably lower cost for better 
internet service than the current CenturyLink plan.  Additional work will continue to gather information from MVEC for them to 
complete an assessment to see what it would take to bring fiber services into St. Paul.  

Angie has communicated to the Executive Council she has accepted a new part time job that will likely not allow her to attend many, if 
any, of the monthly Council meetings.  The Council would like Angie to continue in whatever capacity she is able to continue as her 
participation is valuable.  If she has questions or concerns and is not able to attend the meeting, she can raise them to the Council 
prior to the meeting.  Angie’s term ends this June with Jason and Nancy.  Jason will talk to Angie to discuss her preference on 
whether she would like to continue until her term is up.   

Fred had several maintenance updates.   
A boiler inspection was completed an a recommendation was made to update the boiler at some point.  A few options but it is 

not in need of urgent replacement.   
Minger will continue to do snow removal.  We do not have a contract signed with Minger but it will continue as it did last year.   
Fred will work with Dustin, Linda Kenney, and Nancy Lyon Douglas to establish a reporting process for janitorial services 

consistent with other St. Paul positions. 
The inspector mentioned there may be something flammable in the boiler room.  Does anyone know what those may be?  Jason 

and Fred inspected the boiler room after the council meeting to remove items that should not be in there.     
Nancy asked if the fire extinguishers are checked annually.  Fred noted they are and they are likely due for replacement soon.      

Communication  
Lutheran Services of Iowa is praying for us and thanking us for our efforts 
At the 2022 Synod Assembly, the SEIA synod prayed for St. Paul by name.    

St. Paul is creatively connecting!  See our upcoming events:  
Thanksgiving Eve (11\23): Service of Gratitude beginning at 6:00 pm @ St. Paul - No WD4 on 11/23 
"Pounds for the Pantry" Food Challenge until 12/31:  Participate in collecting food for the Jones County Community Food Bank. 
LCC Tree Walk on Dec 9-11.  Email Deb Hardersen (deb.hardersen@gmail.com ) if you are interested in helping out in the cafe. The 

Centennial Committee is decorating a tree for St. Paul honoring our 100 years  
All Leadership Meeting: December 12, 2022 6:00-7:00 pm 
“A Beastly Christmas” - Youth holiday program on Wednesday, December 14th immediately following the service, 6:45 pm.  A meal 

before service is being planned. 
St. Paul 100 year celebration January 2023 with 100th Anniversary Activities tentative schedule:  

January 26 Game Night 5pm (possibly include hotdogs and popcorn) Donation focus: Sleep in Heavenly Peace  

mailto:deb.hardersen@gmail.com
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February 12 Love is Kind Dinner Donation focus: Diapers/Formula (for food bank) 
April 30 Picnic after Confirmation @10:30 service (@ Wapsi-Ana?) Donation focus: Anamosa Lunches Youth ($ donations)  
June 23 Block Party (similar to past events)   Blue 60 featured musical guest.Donation focus: Animal Shelter  
July 9 Ice Cream Social (w/loose meat sandwiches) Noon in FH Donation focus: Anamosa Ministerial Association Member 

Care 
August 20 Anniversary Dinner at LCC Noon(ish) Donation focus: Lutheran World Relief 100th Anniv Committee - Sally’s 

Cater  
October 7 Homecoming and PumpkinFest Parade Float Donation Focus: Jones Co Food Bank  
Pounds for the Pantry Oct-Dec or Dec 17 & 18 Possible Caroling/Cookie Making- Exchange Donation focus possibilities: 

HACAP Christmas Giving? ELCA Good Gifts?  
Youth Mission Trip  July 23rd-28th in Milwaukee, WI 

Date and time for next meeting: December 12, 2022 7:00 pm after conclusion of All Leadership Meeting Adjourn and Closing Prayer 

Balances of St. Paul Bank Accounts as of 10/31/2022 
 

 
 
 

October 2022 Financial Synopsis 
 

FY23:  Qtr 1 Giving:  $51.9K, Qtr 2 / Oct 22 Giving:  $15.4K vs budget of $25.4K.YTD Giving:  $67.3K vs 
budget of $101.5K; a deficit of $34.2K to date.. 
 
Anticipated Expenses are as budgeted with some categories under and some over the budgeted mark.  Note that 
Expenses are level loaded.   
 
As a council, we have budgeted our expenses to require $5,9K per week to operate our church.  Thru Nov 5th, 
YTD our giving is running at $5.2K per week = $ .7K deficit per week. 
     Giving 
Week 14:  Oct 2nd – Oct 8th $ 1.7K 
Week 15:  Oct 9th – Oct 15th $ 4.5K 
Week 16:  Oct 16th – Oct 22nd $ 4.6K 
Week 17:  Oct 23rd – Oct 29th $ 1.9K 
Week 18: Oct 30th   – Nov 5th $ 3.4K 

If you have any questions, please call me at 319-551-3358 or email at njldouglas@hotmail.com.  Blessings, Nancy 

CHECKING 

  
General Fund Checking Acct. 

Beginning Balance $21,123.44 

Ending Balance       $24,180.81 

  
Land Maint & Repair Checking Acct. 

Beginning Balance $80,199.46 

                                                             Ending Balance       $70,371.98 
  

Memorial Trust Checking Account 
Beginning Balance $12,743.25 

Ending Balance      $13,458.25 

Memorial Money Market Account 
Beginning Balance   $15,152.92 
Ending Balance         $15,156.74 

SAVINGS 
  

Land Development Savings Acct. 
Beginning Balance $36,939.47 

Ending Balance      $36,942.61 

mailto:njldouglas@hotmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 
 

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services 

 

"Pounds for the Pantry" Food Challenge 
 

We invite you to participate in 
collecting food for the Jones County 
Community Food Bank. The drive 
begins October 1st and runs through 
December 31st. 
 
If you would like to make a monetary 
contribution to “pounds for the pantry” 
you may do so through the regular 
offering by indicating it is for the food 
pantry, every dollar donated will be 
worth one pound of food.  

 The Giving Tree 
November 27th—December 18th 

 

After worship, stop by the giving 
tree and help spread the light of 
Christmas to those in need.  
Please have your wrapped gifts 
returned by Sunday, December 
18th as they will be distributed that day. 
 

Thank you In Peace, 
The Outreach Team 

In partnership with Jones County HACAP 
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 Format for the Weekly Pulse: 

FY23:  Qtr 1 Giving:  $51.9K, Qtr 2 / Oct 22 Giving:  $15.4K vs budget of $25.4K.YTD Giving:  $67.3K vs 
budget of $101.5K; a deficit of $34.2K to date. 
 
Anticipated Expenses are as budgeted with some categories under and some over the budgeted mark.  Note that 
Expenses are level loaded.   
 
As a council, we have budgeted our expenses to require $5,9K per week to operate our church.  Thru Nov 5th, 
YTD our giving is running at $5.2K per week = $ .7K deficit per week. 
     Giving 
Week 14:  Oct 2nd – Oct 8th $ 1.7K 
Week 15:  Oct 9th – Oct 15th $ 4.5K 
Week 16:  Oct 16th – Oct 22nd $ 4.6K 
Week 17:  Oct 23rd – Oct 29th $ 1.9K 
Week 18: Oct 30th   – Nov 5th $ 3.4K 

October 2022 Weekly Financial Synopsis
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YTD 2022 Weekly Financial Synopsis 

 
 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 319-551-3358 or email at 
njldouglas@hotmail.com.  Blessings, Nancy 
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