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November 30, 2025—First Sunday of Advent

Sanctuary Renovation Town Hall Meetings

As we begin planning for updates to our sanctuary space, we want to keep our
congregation informed and involved every step of the way. You are invited to a
Town Hall Meeting where we will share the overall vision for the renovation,
walk through some design ideas being considered, and provide space for
questions and conversation.

This will be a chance to learn more about the project and hear the thought
process behind potential updates. Topics will include overall layout, décor, and
seating options we are exploring as part of the redesigned space.

We are providing two dates so as many as can make it, will be there.
1st Date: Sunday, December 7th, following the 10:30 am service

2nd Date: Sunday, December 14th, at 1:00 pm
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If you would like to order a Red poinsettia to help beautify the
sanctuary for the Christmas Season:

1. Sign the paper that is on the table in the back of the church.
2. Indicate who the poinsettia is in honor of or in memory of.

3. Put cash or check made out to St Paul Lutheran Church in the
envelope that is attached to the paper. Poinsettias are $14.

The Poinsettias will be delivered to the church.
Deadline for ordering is Wednesday, December 10th.
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i We will be decorating the church for Advent on Saturday morning,
% November 29th at 11:00. Please come and join us if you are available. &
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k Christmas Tree Walk Cafe' - Help Needed

LThe Christmas Tree Walk this year will be Friday, December 12th from 5-7 pm; Saturday, December 13th

1 t from 12-7 pm; and Sunday, December 14th from 12-2 pm at the Lawrence Community Center, just a few

] [ weeks awady. Deb Zumbach is heading up the Tree Walk Café food stand with Deb Hardersen's assistance
LJckls year. The sign up sheet for the shifts is on the table at the back of the church. Please look it over
- L dnd sign up for a shift. It's a great way to get more dcquainted with members of our congregation. Deb
i can be contacted at 319-462-2788 or email dzumbach@live.com.
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17th December 2025
MEAL & GOODIES AFTER THE SERVICE

'.'?%*6:00 pm during the service<$¢
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Operation Christmas Cards

Again, our team "Hopes & Joy" participants would like to sponsor a morale
boosting support to Service Members deployed around the world,
especially for those from our church community during the holiday time.
Thcxc?kI you to all of those from our church who have donated Christmas
cards!

Christmas card signing will be in the Fellowship Hall on December 7th
following both the 8:00 am and 10:30 am services.

Expansions from last year's initiative includes: “Holiday Stockings for
Heroes/Treats for Troops" which can include: care packages, letters,
baked goods, Warm Feet Warriors and more. Any of these donations can
be done now.

Tis the Season to Support Local Area Donations!

Warm Their Soles—Sock Donation

This year we plan to start an Initiative for Jones County Warm Feet for
Warriors and Neighbors in Need. This is a tradition we plan to continue
in Remembrance and Honor of Tim's twin Sister Kim Kurth who was very
active in the Holiday Sock Drive each year out of Towa City where she
worked. Let's help our neighbors stay warm this winter.

What We Need...Socks for both male/female and all ages, adults,
children and babies. We accept new unopened socks in all sizes. Sock it
to ‘Em! Make a difference by putting yourself in someone else’s shoes!

Socks will be collected from December 1st to December 14th.

There will be a red basket at the entrance of the church starting
December 1st to add to the collection if you would like to participate.
Questions? Contact Shelby at 319-480-8529 or
ShelbyHollett1@gmail.com
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St. Paul Lutheran Congregational Council Meeting Summary/Minutes
November 17, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

Called to Order: By Scott Chrisman at 7:18 p.m. following All Leadership meeting.

Present: Pastor Rodney, Scott Chrisman (President), Shelby Hollett (Secretary), Fred Austin, Vicki
Wacker, Vickie Behnke, Ashtyn Weber, Dave Oldham (Treasurer), Shawna Giegerich, Jerry Crowe,
Jason Geltz (Vice President)

Not Present:

Guest attendees: Laura Niklasen, Dean Niklasen, and Nancy Stout with Building committee -
Exploring options for the sanctuary interior space.

Consent Agenda Discussion and Approval:

Financial Reports, St. Paul Council October Meeting Minutes & Pastor’s Report

Dave Oldham Motioned to approve the consent agenda, Jason Geltz seconded the motion. Ayes
carry.

Electronic Discussion(s): Honorarium/qift was given to the members of the praise band from the
congregation in gratitude for their faithful leadership. Pastor Rodney made a motion on October 21,
2025, at 4:32 p.m. Ayes carry.

Treasurer Report: Fixed Assets were updated by David Oldham. We are down on our giving by
$6,000 (7%). It's usually better in the holiday season. Pastor Rodney had question around the Epic
Scholarships — it’s for students going to Lutheran colleges. The Herren scholarships were
inadvertently reported as Epic scholarships.

Old Business:

o Check-in update on capital campaign and building project (Shelby, Nancy, Dean, Laura) -Shaffer
Plumbing with reconciled bid on HVAC is $2,000 less than previous. We are good to start LRS —
stairs and chapel door work can start the week after Thanksgiving.

o Design considerations for Flooring and Seating items. The Council is asking Dean Niklasen, project
manager, for a Master Plan (scope and sequence of projects, bids, and completions).

e Council Online minutes/notes/etc. — Shauna is creating a Google document folder but will work on
the format of the group in the future. There will be conversations around who will receive access to
Google documents.

e Solar power installation will occur on 11/20-11/25. Thursday, there won’t be electricity in church or
parsonage while installing.

» Fellowship Hall north wall leak was fixed today (11/17/25) $550 for that project.

« CE Building gutters fixed $1493 bid for next spring from Barnhart. Dave Oldham made a motion to
approve, and Vickie Behnke seconded the motion. Ayes carry.

e Flooring in CE Building boiler room. Decluttering options for floor buffer, a/c units, etc. - Fred
update? All done.

New Business:

« Driveway to CE building format from Cedar Street - City approved petition. $3,438 bid from
Tschiggfrie who can pour it along with the street project. Motion by Fred Austin to have a cement
driveway poured, cost taken out of land and building account X1006 and Ashtyn Weber seconded
the motion. Ayes carry.

« Shauna is creating a document for the team and she has stated placing bids in a Google document
folder. New idea after building presentation was that Shauna offered to put together Building
Project timeline and order projects with bids.

Motion to adjourn by Dave Oldham and Fred Austin seconded the motion at 9:28 p.m. Ayes carry.

Date and time for next meeting: December 15, 2025, 6:30 p.m. Council Meeting
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We are excited to announce a special opportunity for our congregation to make a
meaningful difference in our community this Thanksgiving. Together, we can help ensure
that no family goes without a meal during the holiday season. Please consider joining us in
this effort by contributing to the food drive and spreading the word to friends and
neighbors.

# "Feeding Others, Honoring God: Thanksgiving Food
Drive"

By Outreach and Worship Team

As we gather to give thanks this season, we are reminded of the abundance God has
provided—and the call to share that abundance with others.

This Thanksgiving, St. Paul Lutheran is partnering with our local Anamosa Food Bank to
support families in need. In the upcoming weeks we invite you to bring non-perishable food
items for our Service of Gratitude on Wednesday, November 26th. There will be a grocery
cart in the back of the church where the items can be placed. Your donations will go
directly to those in our community who are struggling to put food on the table.

@ What to Bring:

e Canned vegetables and fruits

e Boxed stuffing and mashed potatoes

e Rice, pasta, and dry beans

e Ramen noodles

¢ Hamburger and Tuna Helper

e Canned meats - Chicken and Tuna

e Cannedsoups

e Canned pasta sauce (please no glass bottles)
e Peanutbutter and cereal

e Pancake mixand syrup

“If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfythe desire ofthe afflicted, then shall your
light rise in the darkness...”

—Isaiah 58:10
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Outreach Opportunities for Advent

We are entering a season where giving is more pronounced. Yes,
we do give throughout the year, but when we celebrate the birth
of Jesus our Love for one another seems to escalate. This year,
more than ever, the basic needs in our community seem tobe in
a crisis. We as Christians can show the Love of Jesus through
giving at St. Paul Lutheran, and we have the following
opportunities:

Giving Tree- On Sunday November 30th, the Giving Tree will be
placed in the back of the Sanctuary. As tradition has served, in
conjunction with HACAP Jones County Care and Share Program,
St Paul Lutheran has pledge to fulfill giving to many children and
their families this year. The Giving Tree will be at the back of the
sanctuary, and you can select a hanger, from the tree, which will
have the child’s sex, age, their clothing sizes, and their wish list.
There will also be individual hangers for cleaning supplies and
food baskets for the families. After you have selected the
hanger(‘s) please log your name and the hanger number on the
sheet beside the tree, so we have a record of who has that
hanger. Your wrapped gifts need to be returned by December
14th so they can be picked up by the family. Your generosity will
be appreciated by the families going through challenging times
and for spreading love to those in need.

Noisy Offering- Starting on Sunday November 30" and at each
service during Advent, there will be a Noisy Offering collected
for the benefit of those in need with Utility Assistance.
Remember to bring your spare change to each service you
attend. If you have any questions, on either of these initiatives
you can contact Jerry Crowe at (317) 989-9165.
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As a Congregation our mission is to:

Creatively Connect
Intentionally row
Joyfully Serve

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all generations,
= backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul will
: be know as disciples of Christ in the World.
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Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort especially for
the Allaire family and Geltz family. For peace in our nation & world,
for safety in our schools and communities and for those seeking a
safe home.

To add a name call or email Kathy at 319-462-4841
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.

| Readings for December 7
Ezekiel 37:1-14 I
John 11:25-26
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Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy
Lyon Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday
evenings at 6:00 pm & Thursday Evenings at 7:00pm

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank:

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place,
Anamosa |A 52205. The ideal donation will enable a family
to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and canned pasta
sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger
Helper items are great. Personal care items are always
welcome. Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for
personal care items—only food. So, personal care items
would be great.

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website,
YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

Bread Bakers:

December: Sherri Evans; Xmas Eve: Brian Lubben
January: Darla Algoe

February: Valerie Lambertsen

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
December: Myra Powell
January: Barb Kleis

February: Ralph/Sandy Andresen

Monday, Nov 24
* 6:00 pm NA —LL CE Building
Tuesday, Nov 25
* 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas
* 7:00 pm AA—LL CE Building
Wednesday, Nov 26
* * 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Readings/Prayers: Darla Algoe
Comm Server: Darla Algoe
PowerPoint: Beth Hora
WD4- 6:00-7:00pm
Thursday, Nov 27
* 7:00pm- NA- LL CE Building
Sunday, Nov 30
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
Greeters: Mark/Rhonda Bickford
Readings/Prayers: Virginia Danielson
Comm Servers: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
PowerPoint: Macen Garrett
*10:30 am Service
Comm Prep: Vicki Wacker
Greeters: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Comm Servers: Amy Fuller Belding/Nancy Lyon Douglas
PowerPoint: Shelby Hollett
Livestream:
*3:00pm- Confirmation Meeting in Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, Dec 3
* * 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Paula Sisler
Greeters: Summer Parks
Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler
Comm Server: Summer Parks
PowerPoint: Beth Hora
WD4- 6:00-7:00pm
Sunday, Dec 7
* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver
Greeters: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver
Readings/Prayers: Virginia Danielson
Comm Servers: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver
PowerPoint: Macen Garrett
*10:30 am Service
Comm Prep: Dave/Deb Oldham
Greeters: Weaver Family
Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler
Comm Servers: Dave/Deb Oldham
PowerPoint: Charlie Lambertsen
Livestream: Eli Lambertsen
Wednesday, Dec 10
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building
* 6:00 pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal
Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal
Readings/Prayers: Beth Hora
Comm Server; Beth Hora
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
WD4- 6:00-7:00pm
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service
will be held at church

Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service
B ‘ will be held at church.

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service
will be held at church

Dec 7,14, 21, 28

rﬁ
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Nov 26 Service of Gratitude @ 6:00 pm
Nov 26 No WD4
Nov 27 Thanksgiving Day (office closed)
Nov 27 Free Thanksgiving Dinner @ Lawerence Community Center 11am-12:30pm
Nov 29 Decorating the church for Advent at 11:00 am
Nov 30 Inquiry Session—9:20-10:10am Education Building
Dec 7 Sanctuary Renovation Town Hall Meeting following 10:30 service

Inquiry Sessions

Dec 12-14 Christmas Tree Walk Café @ LCC

Dec 13 Luminary Tribute in Monticello 4-7 pm

Dec 14 Sanctuary Renovation Town Hall Meeting @ 1:00 pm
Dec 15 Women's Bible Study 12:45-3pm

Dec 15 Council Mtg 6:30 pm—Fellowship Hall

Dec 17 Advent/Christmas Program during 6:00 pm service
Dec 19-29 Kaileen—Vacation

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Services @ 3pm, 5pm & 7pm

Dec 25 Christmas Day—Office closed

Dec 31

Blood Donation 9-12pm —Fellowship Hall
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