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Stars & Promises Christmas

Concert with Peter Mayer

In the first-ever ELCA event of its kind, ELCA World
Hunger presents an online Christmas benefit concert
featuring Peter Mayer, a longtime Lutheran and the
lead guitarist for singer Jimmy Buffett. The concert
will premiere on the ELCA Facebook page on Dec. 9,
7 p.m. Central time.

The concert is a gift to you this Advent season, a way
for us to thank you and provide a place for you to
gather online with the church community as we
prepare for the birth of our Savior. Donations to
ELCA World Hunger are encouraged and will support
our church’s work to respond to hunger and poverty
in more than 60 countries. Register now to receive a
free Peter Mayer Christmas album download, created
just for this event!

In-person worship looks unlikely this winter,
but we still want to honor Sunday as the Lord's day.

Following worship online, join with others to discuss
and learn about the Infancy Narratives concerning
Jesus from Matthew and Luke's gospels. Who were
the Magi? What do we know about Mary and Joseph?
What did a manger look like in first century
Palestine? Why are the gospel stories so different
and what were they intending to reveal?

We will meet via Zoom to entertain these and a host
of other questions on Sunday's Dec. 6, 13 & 20, from
10:30 a.m. - noon. Part of the time will be spent in
smaller conversation groups through Zoom breakout
rooms. Please contact Pastor Rodney by Dec. 1 if you
would like to participate so the online materials can

be gotten to you ahead of time. blumlwa@gmail.com

Bring Love’s Pure Light into
your home this year.

In a typical year at St. Paul, we begin our Advent
worship services with members singing and lighting
the wreath. We will be doing that again this year, but
since we are not meeting in person, we want to invite
and encourage you to bring the Advent Wreath and
the lighting ceremony into your domestic church
(home). We are so excited to make available to you an
Advent/Christmas prayer bag so you can participate
more fully, whether you are watching one of our
services on line or leading a service for those
gathered in your home.

We have a few bags left. In order to acquire your
Prayer Bag, members are asked to contact the church
office at 462-4841, stpaulanamosa ail.com, we
have a limited number of wreaths available for pick up
during regular office hours.

BTW: we encourage you to place some greenery on
the Advent wreath. This tradition comes from the
practice that during the winter, people would hang
their wooden wagon wheels inside and cover them
with evergreen boughs to remind them to stay
hopeful for the greening of springtime when the
wheels would once again be employed for ploughing
and visiting neighbors. Similarly, our preparing for
the birth at Christmas points us to the new life found
in Easter. @
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St. Paul Lutheran Church | 201 N. Ford Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 2

Christmas Giving Tree

This has been an extremely challenging year and
there are so many needs for families in our
community! If you are able to help make this

A“=¥ Christmas more special for a child or family, there are
&V soveral ways you can do that:

;\\e - Stop in the education building to take a tag off the
W §€ giving tree located there.

'S
Helping Those ™ 2.

> - A document will be sent out via email with tag
in Need

info. Just look them over and call or email Barb, Kristi
or Lois with the tag(s) you will be buying.

Barb Wilson: 319-480-6031 bwilson@anamosa.k12.ia.us

Kristi Fortune: 319-929-2653  jk4tune@msn.com

Lois: 462-4841 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

st

- Call or email Barb, Kristi or Lois and have them help set you up with a tag.

- Write a check or send money to the office and we will purchase items on your behalf.

After you've picked your tag, just purchase one item or all items listed on it (clothes, toys, cleaning
supplies), wrap it, and return it to the church office by Saturday, Dec. 19th. They will be delivered to
families on Sunday, December 20th.

*If you want to help, but are uncomfortable about coming into contact with others, please don't hesitate
to ask! We are more than willing to come pick something up from your trunk or front porch, without any
contact!

*Another way to help: Help us fill the Food Pantry’s shelves with food, personal hygiene products and
cleaning supplies. Only canned or boxed items please. Glass jars or dented, outdated or rusted cans
cannot be accepted. Please drop off the pantry donations to the Education building (during regular
business hours) by Tuesday, December 22.

Please stay safe! Love and Peace,
Barb and Kristi

Hello from the LCC! Anamosa Virtual Tree Walk information.

Wow, what a year it has been! Many of you have asked about the Tree Walk. It is not cancelled, however it
will look different this year. Thank you for the many ideas of how we can safely put on this event.

What we have decided to do is a Virtual Tree Walk. You may email a picture or video of your tree to this
email address, or use the URL below. Be creative and have fun! Submissions can be turned in at any time,
we will upload the trees to the URL below under the tab "Virtual Tree Walk" beginning December 7th. Vot-
ing for The Best Tree will begin December 14th and ends December 23rd on the Virtual Tree Walk Web-
site.

Normally, we ask for a food or monetary donation to help the Helping Hand Program. This year, we are
asking you to make your donation directly to the food pantry or a charity of your choice.

Thank you for helping us to continue this long standing tradition in our community! Your generosity will help
many have a nice holiday.

Vendors- We are debating how to approach this, if you'd like us to list your business information please
reach out and we'll figure something out.

Anamosa Virtual Tree Walk Have a great week!! LCC Staff

Note from St. Paul: With the Tree Walk being virtual, there will be no food stand. Hopefully we can do it again next year.


mailto:bwilson@anamosa.k12.ia.us
mailto:jk4tune@msn.com
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/anamosavirtualtreewalk2020/home
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Please Pray for the Following People

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
Karen Kleppe, Steph Hart, Chris Holtz,
Lynn Rickels and for the family of Darlene
Moncrief and for all facing challenges
from the corona virus and natural
disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare is on hold until COVID numbers
are down. If you would like to attend once
we are meeting again please call Nancy
Douglas at 319-551-3358.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call 462-4343. They are in need of
green beans, pork & beans, canned
tomatoes.

Readers: If you would like to read at one
of our Wednesday taped services please call
or email Barb Kleis to get on the schedule.
(319) 480-1196 kleis.barb@gmail.com

Special notice from Lutheran World Relief
LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE WITH THE
QUILT AND KIT AFFINITY PIN

Pre-order yours now!
This year marks 75 years since the first LWR
Mission Quilts reached families in war-torn
Europe. For three generations you've extended
God’s mercy through the warmth of 27 million
Mission Quilts and countless kits of care. Each
quilt sewn and each kit packed is a statement
of faith, hope, and love.

To celebrate this milestone and thank you for
your love and generosity, we're partnering with
fabric artist and dedicated LWR quilter Trish
Williams to bring you the Quilt and Kit Affinity
Pin. Please complete the on-line form found at
Iwr.org/gkpin. (or Google quilt and kit affinity
pin) You can also pre-order by phone at
800-597-5972.

Introduction: Stir up your power and come! The psalmist’s plea in
Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah
wants God to rip the heavens open. Both cry out for an apparently
distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When we hear
Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from
heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would
ever hope for. But when we really look at the suffering of people God
loves, we can share the hope that God would tear open the heavens
and come.

First Sunday in Advent Happy New Year!

First Reading: the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 63:16b, 17, 19b; 64: 1-9 NIV

The prophet Isaiah was speaking to a people who had been brought
back out of exile and slavery in the foreign land of Babylon to their
homeland wrought with troubles and poverty. God seemed to be hidden
in this land now devoid of Temple, unity, and wealth. Despite their
public shame and sinful uncleanness, Isaiah points to hope in a
relationship where God the Father is potter and they are clay. He asks
God to have mercy and again form them into His people.

The Israelites had been in exile for almost fifty years, and as the
generations passed, certain ritual devotions were lost and the integrity
of the nation had been marred. The most prominent concern for Isaiah
was that the leaders had forgotten the critical importance of the
Sabbath. The purpose of the Sabbath Day (sundown Friday to sundown
Saturday) was to recognize that Yahweh God is almighty, to be grateful
for the Law of Love written in their hearts as the Chosen People, and to
model God’s creative acts in Genesis by resting from labor. This was
and is a privilege enjoyed by free people.

The chief priests fought with each other about prestige and
leadership. They were disorganized without the beloved Temple, and
instead of remaining focused on God’s service, they squabbled about
who would be most prominent. Money was tight, food was scarce
because the lands were controlled by foreigners who had moved in
during the exile, and the Edomites to the south were posturing to attack
at any time. It was not an easy time for the Israelites. God had prepared
them to be the “Light to the Nations” when they returned to Jerusalem,
but the situation they found themselves in created countless barriers to
fulfilling that prophecy. Isaiah, on behalf of the Jewish people, cried
out to God, begging Him to show Himself again, as he did in the days
of the Exodus (rending the skies and quaking the mountains; providing
manna for food and water from the rock.). Isaiah acknowledged their
sinfulness, promised that the people would do better, and then ended
with the simple, humble statement, which recognized God as the true
creator: “we are the work of your hands.”

Why is this reading offered at the beginning of Advent? For what
are we to watch if not for the birth of a baby? Like the Jews of old, we
watch for the loving presence of a God who allows us to wander away
for awhile. Advent is a time in which we prepare to encounter the
Messiah again in all the same places, but with new hearts. We prepare
by scraping away the behaviors and attitudes that keep us from seeing
God’s power in the world and people around us. Where does God
become “flesh” again in our midst? Reflect on the mystery of the
Eucharist: bread becomes body and when consumed becomes flesh, in
you and me. The Christmas mystery is made real again. The “great
event of God,” for which Isaiah prayed, happens. Are you shook up?


https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Second Reading: St. Paul’s first letter to the Christian community in Corinth,
Greece 1:3-9

In this season of waiting, we are exhorted by the evangelist
Mark using Jesus’ words, to “Watch.” Mark is reminding the early
Christians in Rome (about 64 A.D.) who faced persecution that while
they may look around and see injustice, suffering and darkness, in the
end, the Lord of healing, love, and light will prevail. Similar to those
early Christians, our keeping awake is manifest in our efforts towards
stewardship of prayer (faith), treasure (hope), and ministry (love).
Any sacrifices we make in response to Christ’s gift of grace help to
build the Kingdom of God here and now.

The return of the Lord of the House, the Day of the Lord, is not
necessarily equated with death. In fact, it is more about life and
quality of living than destruction. In the culture of the early Christians,
when the head of a household went away on a journey, he expected
everyone in the household to keep up their responsibilities. Slaves
were considered members of the extended family. A happy household
was prepared to greet the master (patriarch) when he returned. This
was an important idea not because of some power image the master
carried, but because everyone who has gone on a trip knows what it is
like to return to a house filled with people happy to greet you as
opposed to a darkened house filled with sleeping folks. Likewise, the
Lord wants to return to a family that is ready and happy to greet him.
This requires conscious and vigilant choices that are in line with the
lord’s wishes.

When will the Lord return? Right now, today, tomorrow? Next
year? This may be our concern but is not our choice. We have no
control over this. Our focus is on living as if it is today, and by doing
so, to relax and enjoy some of the fruits of God’s Kingdom now. The
return of the Lord and purification of the world is happening today;
that is what our Eucharist proclaims. Christ is really present!

Marana tha’! Come, Lord!

Taking Home the Word

Like Isaiah, name the places of uncleanness in your life; identify the
things you do that separate you from God. Admit your doubts.
Trace your wandering. Express your reluctance to rely fully on
God. Then: Ask for help.

Because we begin our church year at a time other than the new
calendar/secular year, we are said to stand outside this culture’s
time as Catholic Christians. “We are in this world, but not of this
world.” Do you find this to be true? Does this make life more
chaotic or more peaceful for you?

In what ways do you stand in conflict with culture’s ways because you
are a Christian? In what ways are you keeping awake? How are
you Called to Glory?

When you participate in Eucharist/worship, are you happy to greet the
Lord in your midst? Is there something you can choose to do to
improve your attitude? Most disgruntled Christians suffer from a
selfish heart and unfulfilled expectations of others.

Intentionally change some small routine in your life to remind
yourself that it’s Advent. Watch for opportunities to “do
something for the least of my sisters and brothers.”

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Sunday, November 29
*  9:00am Worship ON HOLD

Tuesday, December 1

* 1:30pm Scripture study LL CE or Zoom
*  6:00pm Grief Support—ON HOLD

*  8:00pm AA—ON HOLD

Wednesday, December 2
*  6:00pm Worship ON HOLD
*  6:00pm WD4 ON HOLD

Thank You from Jones County Family
Council: Virginia & members of St. Paul, my
sincerest apologies for this note being so
delayed, but I wanted to thank you for your
donation and partnering with us for the Jones
County School Supply Drive. Together we
helped kiddos get a great start to this crazy
school year. Thanks again, Sherri Hunt.

If you have not picked up your 2019 St. Paul
Directory, they are available inside the front
door of the CE Building. When you pick up
your directory, please cross off your name
on the list on the clipboard. Thank You.

If you are not receiving e-mails from St.
Paul please call Lois at the office to check
out a few possibilities. We like to stay
connected. Thank You

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours

Lois: M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F— 9-noon.
Kaileen: M, Tue, Th 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Brie Wittenburg
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 975-8186

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through
three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images
and feelings emerge in your imagination)

“Circumstances convert people! You have to make
your way to new circumstances so that reality can
really get through to you, because that's where
Jesus has hidden himself: in the human condition
and even in the humiliation of human flesh. Christ
always comes into the world on an ass; Christ
always comes into the world as a beggar. We would
so much like to have him enclosed in the Church
and in our theology. But God is always free.”

— Richard Rohr

“As any good therapist will tell you, you cannot heal
what you do not acknowledge, and what you do
not consciously acknowledge will remain in
control of you from within, festering and
destroying you and those around
you.” — Richard Rohr, Breathing Underwater

The followings is for use with recorded service found on website:
stpaulanamosa.com Also on Facebook & YouTube (or may be used
in your own prayer service).

1st Sunday of Advent—Hope

LOVE?’s Pure Light —Creator of the stars of night, thy
people’s everlasting light, Jesus, Redeemer, Savior of
all, hear thy servants when they call.

Refrain: O come, O come, Emmanuel, and end this
gloom of night. Bring hope to the world, bring peace
to the earth and fill us with love’s pure light.

Leader: In this season of Advent, we long for God’s
presence.

All: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.

In this season of Advent, we search for God’s truth.
Christ is our light and the source of our hope.

In this season of Advent, we search for God’s guidance.
Christ is our light and the source of our hope.

In this season of Advent, we search for God’s promise.
Christ is our light and the source of our hope.

[As Candle is Lit]- Leader:

Today, we light the first candle, the candle of Hope.
This candle reminds us that God’s promises give us rea-
son to be filled with hope for unity in a world of divi-
sion, healing in a world of pain, and peace in a world
filled with anger and strife. We remember that Christ is
our light and the source of our hope.

Sing LOVE'’s Pure Light — Refrain (above)

Let us Pray Together: Gracious God, as we begin our
Advent journey, we thank you for the gift of your Son,
and for sending hope into a world filled with dread.
Help us remember that we are your people and because
of your promises we have every reason to be hopeful.
Take away our doubt and fear, and remind us that Christ
is our Light, and the true source of hope. Amen

2017 marks the 500t anniversary of the
reformation begun by Martin Luther. Declaration on
the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist, is a
declaration of the consensus achieved by Lutherans and
Catholics as the result of ecumenical dialogue between
the two communions between 1965 and 2015.

III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/ROMAN
CATHOLIC DIALOGUES— ELABORATED AND
DOCUMENTED B. Ministry

Introduction: The connection between the Joint
Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification and the topic
of ministry includes first, the applicability of the
ecumenical method of differentiating consensus to
ministry, and, second, the intrinsic relationship between
the doctrine of justification and ministry. Regarding
ecumenical method, the international dialogue report The
Apostolicity of the Church already had indicated several
ways forward. It directly appealed to how the ecumenical
method of differentiating consensus might be extended
to questions of ministry. While also recognizing the
distinctiveness of this topic, because it involves ecclesial
practice as well as doctrine, the dialogue commission
said, “One has to ask whether a differentiated consensus
is not possible as well in the doctrine of the ministry or
ministries.” Indeed, the dialogue invites Lutherans and
Catholics to consider whether the differentiating
consensus achieved for the doctrine of justification could
be paralleled by “an approach to the differing forms of
ministry, in which one discovers so much common
ground that reciprocal recognition of ministries would be
possible” (§ 292). With respect to the intrinsic
relationship between the doctrine of justification and
ministry, the report explained: For apostolic succession,
succession in faith is the essential aspect.... But now, the
Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification has
ascertained ... between the Catholic Church and Lutheran
churches ... a high degree of agreement in faith, that is, in
that which represents the heart of apostolic succession....
The Catholic view of the ministry of the Lutheran
churches, along with the Lutheran view of ministry in the
Roman Catholic Church, cannot remain untouched by
the Joint Declaration. For, even if preserving correct
doctrine is not the task of the ordained ministry alone, it
is still its specific task to teach and proclaim the gospel
publicly. The signing of the Joint Declaration therefore
implies the acknowledgement that the ordained ministry
in both churches has by the power of the Holy Spirit
fulfilled its service of maintaining fidelity to the
apostolic gospel regarding the central question of faith
set forth in the Declaration (Apostolicity 288; emphasis
added).


https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/550272
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Council Minutes
November 16, 2020
6:00pm

Council Members Present: Jamie Hamblin, Barb Wilson, Shawn Countryman, Nancy Stout, Jason,
Geltz, Rodney Bluml, Tom Sabotta, Sean Hollett, Susan Koppenhaver, Angie Coyle, Doug Fairbanks

Not Present: N/A
Non-Council Attendees: N/A
Executive Secretary: Michele Countryman

October Minutes — Motion to approve by Jason Geltz and second by Susan Koppenhaver. Ayes carry.

Financial Reports — Motion to approve finance report by Shawn Countryman, second by Barb Wilson.
Ayes carry.

Old Business

Committee Updates:

Finance/Stewardship — Working on getting a list together of people that might like to be on the com-
mittee. Once the committee has been established, they can move forward. Action items — 1. Rec-
ommendation to put the giving in the Pulse. 2. Jason and Tom will work on a short paragraph to go
with the finance. 3. Also, Nancy, Tom, and Jason will meet to develop a letter for the membership.

Worship — meeting on Wednesday

Discipleship — Susan and Jamie started a reflection group. The primary activity of the group is to share
their reflections with Pastor Rodney about sermons.

Grounds and Maintenance — The new blinds arrived and need to be hung. Doug said he would take
care of this.

New Business

Recommendation from Virginia Danielson to focus on HACAP during the Advent season — Nancy asked if
it was okay to give locally this year as it is very much needed. All agreed. Nancy was going to tell Vir-
ginia to go ahead and proceed.

Communication — A thank you for the gift of Pastor Burke. It is used to support world hunger.

Agenda for next meeting — Executive Committee will meet to plan agenda and topics for the next council
meeting.

Upcoming events - None
Date and time for next meeting — Next meeting is December 14", This will be an all leadership meeting.
Adjourn/Closing prayer -

Respectfully submitted by Jamie Hamblin



St. Paul Lutheran Church | 201 N. Ford Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 8

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

On hold until Covid numbers go down

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

We will be celebrating our
100th Anniversary soon.

We have been asking everyone for any pictures
pertaining to events that took place at St. Pauls...
wedding, baptisms, birthdays, anniversaries,
Sunday School programs, VBS, any newspaper
clippings.

To give us time to organize them into booklets we
would like them by the end of this year! You may
bring them to the office, or you may send them
electronically if possible to
“stpaulanamosa@gmail.com”. Please include
your names (women'’s maiden name for
weddings) and the date of the event. If you have
any questions, you may call me at 462-
4223....please leave a message and I will return
your call. Please help us make this a very special
event for St. Paul Lutheran Church.

Thank You. Jan Allaire

Because of the increase of Covid cases in Jones
County, Saint Paul staff will be working some
hours from home. Please call ahead before
coming to the office. During regular business
hours, staff will take calls on their cell phones
listed on page five.

: You are invited to study and discuss the

: weekend's lectionary readings with a group
- of church members by joining via Zoom,

: Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m. Zoom link-

: https://lus02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917

The Pulse will be published weekly
the deadline is NOON on Mondays.
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