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December 5, 2021  2nd Sunday of Advent 
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Festive Fellowship Meal: Perhaps you 
have been hankering for those good 
times when we gathered with other St. 
Paul people for a meal and fellowship.  If 
so, we will be hosting a church community 
meal from 5-8 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall on Wednesday, December 8.   

Blue Christmas: There are those in our midst who have not 
experienced 2021 as a year of favor, and some who struggle 
to find joy in the season of wonder. Some of us are grieving 
recent losses, others are carrying deep wounds from past 
hurts or broken relationships, and many are separated from 
loved ones by time or miles or fear of sickness. 
 

We want to gather as a faith community in prayerful support 
of each other, to pray for those unable to pray, and to be a 
loving presence when the world seems cold. We will hold a 
Blue Christmas service from 5:10-6:00 p.m. on Monday, 
December 20. Through a series of reflective readings, songs, 
candle lightings, and prayers of intention, we will be 
reminded of God’s incarnational love and healing power. All 
are welcome. Peace to your hearts as you consider joining 
us for this prayerful experience. 

People can come and go throughout the evening and the kids can eat while they are 
waiting to rehearse for the Christmas program.  Worship will be held per normal 
at 6:00 p.m. We are doing this so we can see and visit with intergenerational 
members of our church.   
 

This is not a potluck, just bring yourself and your family and enjoy some 
fellowship.  All of the food will be prepared in and distributed out of the church 
kitchen. When not eating, masks are recommended and there will be plenty of hand 
sanitizer available. 
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From Wild Man to Wise Man: Reflections on               

Male Spirituality by Rohr/Martos 
Are you the wild man seeking balance with the wise man? Are you the wise man willing 
to accompany men seeking insight? We welcome you both. Come join our MALE {Men 
as Learners/Elders} group on Thursdays, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. beginning December 2, 
2021. 
 

Share in confidentiality life experiences with others who care; be held accountable for 
actions and choices; discuss Christian living; talk about parenting and relationships; 
walk with others through grief and struggles and suffering.  
 

Each session will begin with drumming prayer. Then, each week for 8 weeks, we’ll 
discuss three chapters of this powerful book based on Rohr’s work with male initiation 
and enculturation. 
 

Please secure and bring along your own copy of the book. Meet in the education 
building. Have chapter one read for the first session. For more information, contact   
Pstr Rodney at 389-6153. 

The 50 Thankfulope Invitation  
 

Are you Thankful? Are you Grateful? Are you 
Blessed? Are you wondering what you can 
return to God as a sign of thanksgiving? The 
Heart At Work (Stewardship) committee invites 
you to grab an envelope situated in the back of 
the church.  
 
Each envelope has a number that represents a 
donation amount. Select an envelope of a 
desired amount, put that donation in the 
envelope, and return it to St Paul by Dec. 1. 
Proceeds will go to ALY, upcoming St Paul 
Activities and the continuing Mission of St 
Paul. We thank you for accepting this invitation. 
 
The Heart At Work Stewardship Committee  

Come be a part of our Ladies Afternoon Out at 
Thou Art Studios in Downtown Anamosa. If you 
have been longing for fellowship, enjoy  
being artistic, have NO artistic talent but can 
have fun with a paint brush and wine glass then 
this is for you! The cost is $25 per person and 
you will get to paint 2 wine glasses. If you are not 
a wine lover you can use them as votive holders, 
give them as a gift or use them as a cute candy or 
nut bowl to adorn your table. Please call the 
office and RSVP for this event. If you have any 
questions feel free to contact Kaileen via email, 
text or at the office. You are welcome to bring 
your favorite drink to enjoy during this event.  
 

Kaileen Weaver 
951-553-5728  
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com   

Sunday, December 12th 
 
Time: 1-4 p.m. 
 
$25 a person 

 
Thank you to Dale and Pat Jensen, Jason and Allie Geltz, Ed Gerst, 

Susan Koppenhaver, Barb Kleis, Steve Dornbusch, Kristi Fortune, 

Pastor Rodney, and Nancy Stout for sharing their time and talent 

in decorating the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas as we prepare 

to celebrate the birth of the King. 
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The Pounds-for-the Pantry Church Challenge  
 

From now until Monday, December 20, bring as many 
donations as you can to the church or directly to the food 
pantry. If you bring them to the church, Kristy Fortune 
and volunteers, will deliver our donations to the food 
pantry. 
 

Five area churches have joined in this challenge to fill 
the pantry’s shelves. Each time we make a donation, the 
food pantry staff will weigh it. They will keep track of 
each donation total in pounds. 
 

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, each dollar 
donated will be equal to 1 pound. If you want to make a 
food donation, but are not able to bring it to church, call 
Susan Koppenhaver (319) 423-1976. She will pick it up 
from you.  
 

At the end of the time, the church that has donated the 
greatest number of pounds will be announced and  a 
church winner will be named.  
 

Help us earn that first trophy while making the holiday 
season better for so many. 
 

Let’s help the food pantry “gain weight”! 

Help St. Paul raise funds 
for a Simple Water Well 
through ELCA Good 
Gifts. $2,500 is the goal 
for one water well. 

Donations will be accepted during Advent. Please 
make checks out to St. Paul with ELCA Water Project 
in the for line. A water well display will be in the 
church during Advent for cash donations (collected 
after each service). 
About the Water Well Project: Lack of access to safe 
water is one of the biggest challenges to overcoming 
poverty. It’s also one of the most powerful 
opportunities to create change. With a simple water 
well, spring box or other water point, as many as 
500 families gain access to clean, safe water. 
Communities are healthier. People spend less money 
on medical expenses and more on food and education. 
And instead of spending hours each day gathering 
water for the family, women and children have time for 
work and school. Talk about a future filled with hope! 

We are excited  to be able to bring you our  2021 

Christmas Program “The Kings Birthday” on  

Wednesday, December 15th  immediately  

following the service. Come and watch the  

Christmas story narrated and sung  

by our children and youth from WD4  in  Costume.  

All are welcome!  

There will be cupcakes and  

juice immediately after the  

program in the fellowship hall.   

Food donations and Giving Tree gifts are due by Sunday December 19th! 
Thank you for your generosity!  
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Please Pray for the 
Following 

(Why people want prayers isn’t 
important, the prayers are!) 

 

For Linda Vonbehren, 
Leslie Swartzee, Joyce 
Wendt, and for continued 

 Consider observing this Advent Season as a time of building 
anticipation for the Feast of Light: Christmas. If you have an Advent 
Wreath, use it to mark your growing anticipation. If you are the kind 
of person who likes to see threads or themes through the seasons, 
consider these gleaned from this Advent’s scriptures: Simplify, 
discern what is of value, rejoice, and celebrate God’s glorious 
majesty. 
 
First Reading: The Book of the Prophet Malachi 3:1-4   The Message 
  

 Malachi the prophet was writing sometime around 515 BCE (B.C.), 
after the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem and the cultic 
priesthood had been reestablished to offer sacrifice and prayers. This 
cultic priesthood came from the lineage of Levi, one of Jacob’s sons. 
As an inheritance, Levi’s ancestors were promised the eternal role of 
priest (mediator) among the people. In this role, they would be cared 
for through people’s tithing and generosity while offering sacrifices on 
behalf of the people, teaching, and administering the divine law (as 
described in Exodus and Deuteronomy). They were to help people 
understand through their teaching and example that the Law of God 
when lived faithfully was a joyful response to a loving God. But in the 
time of Malachi, the priests were neglecting to teach this Law through 
example. They were bringing insufficient sacrifices: blemished, lame 
animals and rotting food, to be offered to God, while keeping the best 
for themselves. They were placing themselves above worship of 
Yahweh, because if you recall, the offerings to God were supposed to 
be the best, the first ten percent of the harvest or the spotless animal, 
which showed gratefulness to God for all the gifts bestowed. In a poor 
society like Malachi’s, these sacrifices were truly great acts of 
worship. Malachi was pointing out what had become a separation 
between the religious leaders and the people. The people were called 
upon to make significant sacrifices, but the leaders were dismissing 
themselves from such strict observance. They were being hypocrites. 
 Of course there were good priests among the group: solid observers 
of the Law and great pastoral leaders. But Malachi saw the distrust and 
division that had grown up in his community because of the distance 
created between the leaders and the people.  While proclaiming the 
Law some of the leaders had ceased to observe it themselves. In order 
to point out their sin, Malachi put this threat on the lips of God:  To 
have the priesthood of Levi is a blessing, but if you continue in your 
hypocrisy, it will become a curse for you. You leaders will reap what 
you sow: contempt, distrust, disintegration of support, etc. This is not 
Yahweh’s desire. 

Introduction:  Forerunners and messengers advance 
the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in 
the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, 
Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming 
Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all 
the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of 
the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the 
coming of the Lord and assist all flesh in capturing a 
vision of the “salvation of God.” 

 

GriefShare meets Tuesday evenings at 
6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE building. 
If you would like to attend please call Nancy 
Douglas for details at 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Items needed 
this week: peas, pancake mix and syrup, 
canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and personal 
care items. Please place items in the 
Advent Giving area at the back of the 
church. 

 

Tree Walk: It is a GO! 
 

The Tree Walk will be held at the 
Lawrence Community Center  
December 10-12.  
 

We will be hosting the St. Paul Café 
again this year. Thank you for all who 
have already volunteered to help. 
Shifts are starting to be formed and 
Sunday shifts are complete. 
 

Please e-mail Deb Hardersen if you 
can help with a Friday or Saturday 
shift. (deb.hardersen@gmail.com)  

Martha Rowland asked to have her new 
address and phone number published.  
 

Tiffany Springs Senior Living Community                   
               #9101N 
Ambassador Drive 
Kansas City, Missouri 64154 
 
New Landline  816-499-8995 
Cellphone remains 319-481-0120 

and growing health of our community.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, December 1 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Summer Parks 
   Reader: Beth Hora 
   PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 

 6:00 WD4 
 

Sunday, December 5 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Jim & Dolores Albrecht 
  Greeter: Tom & Sherri 
  Reader: Tom Sabotta 
  PowerPoint: Conor Fortune 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep:  
  Greeter: Dan & Marilyn Lambertsen 
  Reader & Prayers: Marilyn Lambertsen 
  PowerPoint: Lambertsen boys 
  

Tuesday, December 7 
 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.) 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 7:00pm AA— LL CE building  

 

Wednesday, December 8 

 6:00pm Worship  
   Greeter: Marge Bohlken 
   Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom 
   PowerPoint: WD4 8th grade 
 

 6:00 WD4 
 

Tree Walk December 10-12 LCC 
 

Sunday, December 12 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt 
  Greeter: Don & Deb Hardersen 
  Reader & Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Deb Oldham 
  Greeter: Rob Robertson family 
  Reader & Prayers: Kristy Robertson 
  PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson 

Office Hours 
 

Monday   9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday   8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m  
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
Friday  Office Closed 

 
Second Reading:  St. Paul’s letter to the Christian community in 
Philippi, Greece 1:3-11  The Message 
 Scholars suggests that three separate letters from Paul to the 
Christian community at Philippi have been welded together to form 
the one found in our Bible today. In this letter, Paul is at his pastoral 
best. Philippi was located on the northern boundary of Greece along 
a busy trade route through a port city in the Roman Empire. The 
population was a mixture of religious, educational, and cultural 
backgrounds. Surprisingly, Paul finds a community of people open 
to hearing the story about Jesus of Nazareth and God’s triumph over 
death. Paul developed a great affection for these people, and they for 
him. In the course of this letter, he praises them, then teaches, then 
encourages, then admonishes, then warns, and then gives advice, but 
always with a loving, fatherly tone. He yearned to be with them but 
was unable because he was in jail (possibly in Rome, near the end of 
his life, around 64 A.D.). 
 Keep in mind that the love Paul speaks of is not based on an 
emotion; he is speaking of responsibility, loyalty, commitment, and 
integrity. Paul believes that the Philippians are wholesome, 
considering what he has witnessed in them since sharing the gospel 
message. Paul’s prayer for them is centered around the three 
symbolic body-zones important to the Middle Eastern spiritual 
perspective:  love should increase in understanding (eyes-heart: 
observation informs the heart, the seat of wisdom) in order to 
properly discern (heart-eyes) what is of true value in life so that their 
behavior (hands-feet) will be pure and blameless while they 
proclaim (mouth-ears) the message of Christ. The Christians stood in 
stark contrast to the majority of people who often intentionally 
misled others to gain the upper hand in a society that was frequently 
hostile. Paul was trying to convince his flock that maintaining 
integrity and the truth even when it led to personal sacrifice was not 
a sign of weakness but a way to gain true honor. 
 In many ways, we are like the Philippian community: pluralistic, 
economically comfortable, educated, and informed about worldly 
issues. Listen to this reading as if you are sitting at the foot of your 
best teacher, or hearing the words of someone whom you greatly 
admire. Close your eyes and feel the love that is being conveyed in 
these words. God has begun good work in you through your faith in 
Christ, and He will bring it to completion! 
 
 Gospel:  Luke 3: 1-6  The Message 
 Because Luke is a citizen of the Roman Empire, he wanted his 
readers to know that Jesus was the savior not only of the Jews but of 
the entire world. His imagery in today’s passage picks up where 
Baruch left off.  The Jews were waiting for the one who would lead 
them back to their Promised Land. This was how they knew they 
were the Chosen People. The promise was that God would make 
straight the path for their return, and justice would be found. 
 In Jesus’ day, the Jews were living in the Promised Land, but they 
were “exiled from the reign of YHWH” by their lack of freedom. 
They were oppressed by the Roman occupation, the heavy tax laws, 
and the corruption of their own religious leaders (some of whom are 
named in this historical list of leaders and geographical regions of 
Israel. Trachonitis was immediately northeast of the Sea of Galilee. 
Ituraea and Abilene were a little further north in Syria, bordering on 
Damascus.)  John the Baptist appeared on the scene and used the 
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You are invited to study and discuss the 

upcoming weekend's lectionary readings with 

a group of church members by joining via 

Zoom or in-person in Pastor Rodney’s office, 

Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m. Contact Pastor 

Rodney to be placed on the e-mail list for this 

study. Contact Lois if you need help with Zoom 

access.  

Christ in Our Home for January, 
February and March are available in 
the white boxes in the entryway of 
the church AND on the table inside 
the front door of the CE building. 
Please stop by and pick one up for 
yourself or a neighbor.  

imagery of Baruch/Isaiah to challenge people to prepare 
the way to the salvation of God by interior conversion. 
Their commitment to reject sin and hypocrisy was 
ritualized in a water bath (a kind of baptism) that served 
as a public expression of repentance. At the same time, 
the imagery from Baruch indicated that God had 
already prepared a smooth road to salvation for the 
people by acting on their behalf through John the 
Baptist who proclaimed a message of fulfillment. John 
wanted the people to turn their support from the corrupt 
religion being practiced in Jerusalem to the messianic 
movements rising up out of the desert (i.e. the Essene 
community in Qumran near the Dead Sea, the 
Ebionites, and John’s own wandering band of disciples) 
who called for renewed fidelity to God over blind 
obedience to the chief priests and scribes. 
 Luke, writing to his community in about 80 A.D., 
recognized that the whole world was waiting for the 
light of God’s reign to pierce the darkness of sin and 
confusion, materialism and greed, human oppression 
and power, and the folly of pagan mythologies. All 
people long in their depths to know the love of God, 
whether they admit it or not. Luke invited his readers to 
a time of reflection, repentance and recommitment so 
that the promised reign of God could be realized. All 
can turn to God through Jesus Christ and experience a 
homecoming. 

 Taking it home:  
 Can you name a time you helped “level the pathway” 

for someone to return to God? Let someone know 
they are remembered. 

   Is there someone whose love or approval you are 
longing to know, i.e. a parent, a former close friend, 
God? Is there anything you can do to help you realize 
it? 
   Name a place in your life where you would like to 
have more peace or sense of justice (understood as 
“right relationship” ). What is depriving you of it at this 
time? Ask God to help you find it. 
   Forego watching one show this week and spend the 
time listing all the ways God has blessed you in the past 
year. 
 
● List three great values to you. Do the ways you spend 

your time, money, and energy support these values? 
● Take 12 minutes to listen to Martin Luther King’s 

1964 Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech http://
mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/
documentsentry/
doc_acceptance_speech_at_nobel_peace_prize_cere
mony/     What does he speak of justice? 

How do we address and overcome the anxieties of daily 
life? On some level, we all crave some quiet in our 
lives, devoid of computer screens, car-ride radios, text 
messages, and video game soundtracks....  One way is 

to spend time in quiet contemplative prayer in a place of 
worship and in the presence of our Lord. Turn off your 
phone. Approach God on tiptoe. Sit quietly; breathe 
deeply of God’s love, and be refreshed as you consider 
what is of greatest value in your life. Listen with your 
heart as God reminds you how much you are loved.  
Meditate with this worship aid.  
 
Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read 

slowly three times. Which words or ideas hold energy 

for you? What images emerge in you?)   

“The Risen Christ is the standing icon of humanity in its 
final and full destiny. He is the pledge and guarantee of 
what God will do with all of our crucifixions. At last, we 
can meaningfully live with hope. It is no longer an 
absurd or tragic universe. Our hurts now become the 
home for our greatest hopes.” ― Richard Rohr, Immortal 
Diamond: The Search for Our True Self 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21619084
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/21619084
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St Paul Staff  Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com      (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com     (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  (951) 553-5728 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com    (319) 721-9893 
 
Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE leave a 
message if we cannot answer. We will return your call ASAP.  

 

 
Creatively Connect 

 
Intentionally Grow 

 
Joyfully Serve 

Calling All 7th , 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th & 12th grade students! You have 
been requesting a Lock-IN and we have  answered that request!! Come 
experience St. Paul like you have never before! We will turn the Church 
building into an escape room, Enjoy the gym at the LCC, Have Pizza, 
Snacks, Drinks, Games, Fellowship and more! All youth that are 
interested must have a completed Release Form filled out by parents 
including any visitors. Please contact Kaileen for one. 
 
Please RSVP by: Wednesday, December 22nd @ 2pm. 
  
  Kaileen Weaver cell #   951-553-5728 office # 319-462-4841   
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services* 
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Blended  
Traditional Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols for indoor services 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* All Services now inside the church 


