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December 10, 2023 2nd Sunday of Advent 

The Advent Wreath 

In earlier times Advent was a period of fasting during which people's thoughts 
were directed to the expected second coming of Christ. Advent is meant to be 
a time of stilling, simplifying, purifying from sin, and preparing, represented in 
the Indigo candles and evergreen draping. In them, see the winter nighttime 
sky. Fasting also stretched the often times dwindling food stores. The 
Christian Church has always waited for the feast of Christmas to celebrate the 
fullness of the Incarnation Good News, and then does so for 12 days (the 
symbolic number of abundance and fullness) with lit trees, food, and goodies. 

 

The story of the Christmas tree can be traced back to ancient civilizations 
when people had the custom of decorating their houses with evergreen trees and dried flowers, 
seeing in them a sense of magic and divinity because they appeared not to die. 
 

The Greeks and Romans decorated their houses with ivy. The Celts and Scandinavians adorned 
theirs with mistletoes and other evergreen plants (like holly, butcher’s broom, laurel, and pine 
tree) because they believed that they offered magical medicinal benefits. Among the Celts, the 
tree was considered sacred. Trees were adorned and venerated by the Druids of Central Europe 
whose main belief was that nature, and trees in particular, was where the spirits lived and danced 
in the breezes. 
 

The Nordic feast of Frey, the god of the sun and fertility, was celebrated by decorating an 
evergreen on the days approaching the Christmas season. The tree was named Idrasil (Tree of 
the Universe): in whose leaves were the heavens, Asgard (the abode of the gods) and the Valhalla 
(the palace of Odin) while in its roots was Helheim (the kingdom of the dead). 
 

When Central and Northern Europe were conquered and evangelized by the Holy Roman Empire, 
the new Lords of these towns christianized the traditions and instead celebrated the birth of 
Christ on those dates. 

For Christmas Eve, the church will again be decorated with white poinsettias, a 
symbol of purity and innocence associated with the birth of an infant savior:  
 
If you would like to order a poinsettia to help beautify the sanctuary:   

  
Sign the paper that is on the table in the back of the church.  
Indicate who the poinsettia is in honor of or in memory of.   

Put cash or a check made out to St. Paul Lutheran Church in the 
envelope that is attached to the paper.  Poinsettias are $18.     

 
Deadline for ordering is Sunday, December 17th. 
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Pounds for the Pantry 
 

Time is winding down, so please give!!  It’s the time of the year that 
more people are in need of food.  This year, the challenge is being 
issued to our entire community of Anamosa called “The Pounds for the 
Pantry Challenge” the program is open to any business, church or 
organization that would like to participate.  We have until December 
31st to bring food items to church and there will be a box or cart there 
for you to put them in.  Your goods will be delivered to HACAP or, if you 
prefer, you are welcome to take your donations to HACAP yourself, but 
be sure to tell them you are donating on behalf of St Paul Lutheran 
Church.   

Blue Christmas 
There are those in our midst who have not experienced 2023 as a year of 
favor, and some who struggle to find joy in the season of wonder. Some of us 
are grieving recent losses, others are carrying deep wounds from past hurts 
or broken relationships, and many are separated from loved ones by time or 
miles or fear of sickness. We want to gather as a faith community in prayerful 
support of each other, to pray for those unable to pray, and to be a loving 
presence when the world seems cold. We will hold a Blue Christmas service 
from 5:15-6:00 p.m. on Monday, December 18. Through a series of reflective 
readings, songs, candle lightings, and prayers of intention, we will be reminded 
of God’s incarnational love and healing power. All are welcome. This year, we 
will have tea and cookies in the Fellowship Hall until 6:30. You will be invited 
to share a story of a loved one, if you like. Your RSVP is always appreciated to 
help with our planning (call 319.462-4841 or 319.389-6153 by 12/17).  Peace 
to your hearts as you consider joining us for this prayer experience.  

‘Tis the season to 
gather family
Drop into the 
fellowship area on 
the first Sunday in 
Advent between 
services and share a 
light continental 
breakfast with our 
St Paul family.  The 
Season will find us 
busy, as always, so 
what better way to 

A heartfelt thank you to our Hospitality Committee for the wonderful Advent Continental breakfast 

between worship services on December 3rd!  The food was delicious, the atmosphere was warm and 

welcoming, and the fellowship was delightful.  What a wonderful way to begin the Advent season with 

our church family!  

Collecting Pill Bottles 
We are still collecting only amber 
colored pill bottles with no labels 
that are dry and clean of labels 
for the Community Free 
Clinic in Cedar Rapids. 
Drop them off in the back 
of the church in the box 
underneath the table. 
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Two new prayer opportunities at St Paul led by Pastor Rodney! 
 

Drumming Circle:  Join others in the church chapel from 5:30-6:30 pm the last Monday of the month for drum prayer (see 
dates below).  10 hand drums are available, first come, first to choose.  We will begin with sharing gratitudes and intentions, 
then drum, ending with a drum wash to those who wish it.   
 

Drumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of God.  As we listen to and feel 
the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise to all the rhythms and energies of life.  It is actually from the 
feminine energy of the divine that drumming emerges, and men drum to draw themselves from the head into the heart, 
seeking harmony. 
 

Upcoming dates for 2024 will be:  Mondays, Jan. 29, Feb. 26, March 25, April 29, May 27 
 

Create some intentional time for Focused Communal Silence (Meditation) - The benefits of meditation are real, but it is often 
difficult to make room for silence in our lives.  Communal accountability can help uphold the commitment.   Join with others 
in the St Paul Church on Monday and/or Thursday mornings, 6:30-7:00 a.m. for Meditation Prayer.   We will pray out loud 
the Welcoming Prayer, have 21 minutes of silent meditation, then close with the Canticle of Simeon.   

 

Tree Walk Cafe' 

The Tree Walk will be December 8, 9 and 10 this year at the Lawrence Community 
Center.  St Paul is in charge of the food stand there and help is needed.  A sign up 
sheet is on the bulletin board with the time slots needed.  Also, the hospitality 
committee will be making calls for volunteers.  If you have questions, call Deb 
Hardersen @ 319-480-3603. 

The tree pictured is what St Paul did last year.   If you would like to design and 
decorate the tree this year, notify Kathy in the church office by Dec. 5.  

Dinner With Friends 
December 15th is the date to avoid cooking and relax with friends while enjoying 
some great food and conversation at the Bamboo Garden, 226 E Main Street, 
Anamosa at 5:00 pm.  We hear they have an amazing buffet or you can order from 
their menu, so come hungry!!  Looking forward to seeing you!!  If you have any 
questions, please call Sherri Evans at 319-981-0283. 

 The Giving Tree 
November 26th—December 17th 

 

After worship, stop by the giving tree and help 
spread the light of Christmas to those in need.  
Please have your wrapped gifts returned by 
Sunday, December 17th as they will be 
distributed that day. 
 

Thank you In Peace 
The Outreach Team 

In partnership with Jones County HACAP 

The Serenity Prayer (by Reinhold Niebuhr) 

 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, Courage to change the things I 
can, And wisdom to know the difference.  Living one day at a time, Enjoying one moment at a 
time.  Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace.  Taking, as Jesus did, This sinful world as it is, 
Not as I would have it.  Trusting that you will make all things right, If I surrender to Your will, 
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life, And supremely happy with You forever in the 
next.  Amen 
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First Reading:  Matthew 1:18–25 NIV 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they 
came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and 
yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  But after he had considered this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 

Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  
 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 

 
But he did not 

consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 

God’s attempts to love humanity into redemption were fraught with hurdles and hang-ups, but we know by the end of Matthew’s 
short-story in the gospel today, that God’s attempts would not be foiled.  Matthew wanted his community to know without a 
doubt that Jesus was the Christ, the promised one of God so they could choose with confidence to follow him and not the newly 
reformed school of Jewish Pharisees (Rabbis) who had condemned the followers of “The Way.”   
 

Matthew starts his gospel with a genealogy (not part of today’s gospel) to demonstrate that Jesus had a human origin in the 
lineage of Abraham, the father of the covenant, and David, the once and magnificent king.   Matthew also wanted to indicate 
that Jesus belonged to a line of divinely chosen leaders, Emmanuels, and so he included Isaiah’s passage about the 
significance of a child being born to parthenos, “the young woman or virgin.”  Jesus inherited the promises, joys, heartaches, 
traditions, hopes and dreams of his ancestors.  Jesus was fully human and fully Jewish. 
 

Jesus was also extraordinary, and Matthew looks backward through the resurrection event to tell of Jesus’ divinely inspired birth.  
Unlike Luke, Matthew focuses less on Mary’s encounter with Gabriel and more on Joseph’s dreamy conversation with an 
unnamed angel of the Lord.  (Perhaps Joseph more closely resembles the average person’s journey of faith).  In this dream, we 
learn with Joseph that indeed the baby Mary carried was the promised Messiah.  Joseph was to name the baby Yeshua/Jesus 
{in Hebrew means, “Yahweh God saves.”}  The significance of this dream is best understood when we realize the potential 
depth of Joseph’s public humiliation.  
 

It was considered adultery to have sex with a betrothed woman, because she was “set aside” for the marriage, and it took a 
public decree of divorce to end betrothal.  Everyone in the village probably knew of Mary’s pregnancy before Joseph did, 
because the woman would have noticed that Mary stopped participating in the monthly cleansing rituals, and the gossip vine 
was strong.  Joseph’s honor was on the line.  By Jewish law, Joseph could have returned Mary to her father at which time she 
most likely would have been stoned to death by her family for committing adultery.  The act of which Mary was accused brought 
shame to her father because it violated the contract agreement he had made with Joseph.  The parents arranged betrothals in 
order to bring together extended families, and most often for political or social gain of the family.  The normal marriage partner 
was a first cousin.   Marriage had little to do with the individuals; brides did not expect love, companionship, or comfort. (To get a 
sense of this arrangement, watch Fiddler on the Roof.)  Actually, men and women spent relatively little time together in this 
gender divided culture.   
 

Because Joseph knew he was not the father of Mary’s baby, he was not required to claim or give his name to it.  He needed to 
divorce her to clear his own name of wrongdoing.  But, to not be claimed was tantamount to death for this child, so acting as 
honorably as he could, Joseph intended to quietly divorce Mary.  The situation would be created in which the real father could 
step forward, marry Mary, and claim the child.  This was Joseph’s intent until the will of God was made known to him in a 
different way.  Joseph did not go to the rabbi to help him determine what he should do because he already sensed the dreaded 
answer, so God spoke to him in the way average peasants of that day encountered God: through a dream.  The fact that God 
rewarded Joseph with a personal encounter in which He personally names the baby was testimony to Joseph’s righteousness 
because God does not reward, name or claim wicked people.  (At Jesus’ baptism and at the Transfiguration, the voice from 
heaven will again name and claim Him.) 
 

Part of the miracle of this story is how Joseph’s heart is moved to realize how deeply Mary and God need him, and that he goes 
outside the written law to welcome her into his home.  This is an act of faith based on the dream, and he would have to wait, 
along with the rest of the village, to have his honor restored when the prophecies of the dream are fulfilled in the birth of the son.  
Joseph manifested the law of love, which this child Jesus was being born to proclaim, when he gave his family name to this 
baby of another father.  Joseph died to himself, the Old Law, and to the villagers’ ridicule, in order to bring about life for Mary, 
her child, and the world.  This prefigures Jesus’ choice to die at the hands of cynics and fools in order to realize new life through 
the resurrection.  The truth of Emmanuel {“God with us”} was again being experienced. 
 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock.  You who sit enthroned between the herubim,  shine forth before 
Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.  Awaken your might; come and save us.  Restore us, O God;  make your face shine on 
us, that we may be saved.  How long, Lord God Almighty, will your anger smolder  against the prayers of your people?  You 
have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 
You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, and our enemies mock us. Restore us, God almighty; make your face 
shine on us, that we may be saved.  Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for 
yourself. 

 
Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name. Restore us, Lord God Almighty; make 

your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
 

Gospel:  Luke 1:26–38       NIV 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 
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married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind 
of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called

[a]
 the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your 

relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word 
from God will ever fail.”  

 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 

 
In the Gospel today, we visit Mary with the Angel Gabriel (name means: God is my strength) who is full of exciting news.  Mary, 
a young teen-age girl, betrothed but not yet married, living in an obscure village in a secondary region of the land (quiet 
Nazareth of Galilee in contrast to the bustling Jerusalem of Judea) is asked by this mysterious visitor to give herself over to the 
will of the Lord, God.  This “will” included becoming pregnant before marriage and enduring the village’s response: humiliation, 
scorn, and possibly death by stoning for adultery.  This terrified youth relies on her intuitive faith in a loving God and agrees to 
bring Jesus (a name that means, “God saves”) into the world. 
 
In this part of the story, Luke plays up the image of Mary being overshadowed by Holy Spirit as she makes her difficult decision.  
This refers back to the time of the Israelites in the desert when the presence of the Lord God hovered over the Ark of the 
Covenant.  Luke uses the same Hebrew word to imply that Mary became the new Ark of the Covenant.  God’s grace covers her 
like dew in the morning and she, like the Ark, becomes the place of God’s dwelling (this language is now heard in our 
Eucharistic Prayer.  Listen for the reference to dew).  Subsequently, John leaps in Elizabeth’s womb in the presence of Mary 
just as King David leapt for joy before the ancient ark. 
 
Further, Luke uses the messianic promise found in the Second Book of Samuel as a foundation for establishing Jesus as Son of 
God.  Luke is writing in the absence of throne and Temple because they had been destroyed years earlier by the Romans.  
Luke’s answer to the peoples’ question, “How will God fulfill his promise to David now?” is that Jesus continued David’s dynasty 
by incarnating the kingdom which lasts forever; the kingdom of the just heart that remains faithful in the midst of suffering.  
Jesus came at a time when the people of Israel had despaired and lost their sense of mission to be the Light to the Nations.  
The nation was oppressed by Rome; they paid 40-50% taxes to a Caesar who believed he was god.  The people had difficulty 
hearing the group of religious leaders who were frequently hypocritical, corrupt and greedy, and often cow-towed to the Romans 
in order to protect their status.  The people needed a Messiah.  They desperately desired someone from God who would 
powerfully rid them of their enemies, cast out the unfaithful hypocrites, and restore the earthly kingdom of Israel.  Jesus did that 
but not in the way the people expected.  He was the sacrament of God who called the people to: trust that YHWH was with 
them despite their suffering, seek peace, refrain from judging each other as sinners, and endure hardships by coming together 
as one.   
 
As the new Israel, Christians carry on the same mission in the world, drawing all people to the relationship God desired from the 
time of creation. Like the members of Luke’s community, God needs you to deliver the gift of good news: mercy, love, and life, to 
the world near you.  Will you do it? 
 

Taking it Home 
Try to convince someone of Emmanuel by pointing out how or where God is acting on our behalf today, despite our sinfulness. 

. 

• In cultures that lack wealth and personal material possessions, people frequently claim to experience miracles or have 
dreamy encounters with God.  Tell someone of a dream in which God directed your life. 

• Call upon the Lord for a sign… what does God show you about hope and new life. 

• Which of the Gifts of Holy Spirit do you see most profoundly in Joseph in this story: wisdom, courage, right judgment, 
reverence, wonder & awe, understanding, or knowledge?    How about in Mary?   How about in yourself? 

• What divisions and unhealthy competitions does our culture thrive on that keep us from being unified?  How does the 
teaching of Jesus challenge these divisions? \ 

• Kids:  How many times does the word Emmanuel appear in this worship aid? 

• How is Mary most like you?  When have you had an invitation to bring Christ into the world?  How did you feel:  terrified, 
nervous, excited, resistant, hopeful, other? 

• Put yourself in Mary’s place: if she says “Yes” to the angel, she stands to undergo tremendous ridicule, false accusations, 
and perhaps even banishment or death.  For what purpose or cause would you be willing to undergo this kind of reaction 
from people? 

• Identify one way your life is better because you are a Christian.  Be prepared to share it with someone who is searching for 
meaning. 

• Look back at the Infancy Narratives of Luke and/or Matthew (Chapters 1&2).  Name all the types of gifts that were given?  
To whom were they given and for what reason? 

• Does your holiday meal exhibit unity, order, community, and life?  How does your family meal parallel Eucharist (i.e. worship 
with communion)?   

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26%E2%80%9338+++++++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929a
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Youth Christmas Program  
Wednesday, December 13th @ 7:20pm  
 

Join a cow, a camel, a dove, a donkey, and a sheep as they explain 
what gifts they brought the son of God on the very first Christ-
mas. Come and hear the children & youth share the Christmas 
Story through word and song. We will have cupcakes and ice 
cream immediately following the Christmas Program.  

Noisy Offerings Ahead…                             

This years noisy offering will go 
toward the service opportunities 
and gatherings thru our youth 
program for 2024.  So let’s prepare 
for very noisy offerings during 
services starting on December 3rd 
thru the 24th. 

Mindfulness:   Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust {amended and adopted by a two-thirds vote (676-338) by the eleventh biennial 
Churchwide Assembly on August 19, 2009, at Minneapolis, Minnesota}  

 
- Sexuality and trust in relationships.  One does not need to be in an intimate relationship to experience one’s sexuality. This 

means that throughout life we need to find life-enhancing and appropriate ways of giving expression to this complicated 
dimension of ourselves. A healthy sense of sexuality is related to having healthy body image. This church teaches that 
caring for the body and following the practices that lead to physical and emotional wellness are part of the stewardship of 
created goodness. This church calls attention to the immense value of friendship for people in all stages of life. The violation 
of trusting relationships for sexual purposes is offensive and unacceptable. As trust and entrusting are established in a 
relationship, physical expression naturally becomes more intimate. For this reason the church teaches that degrees of 
physical intimacy should be carefully matched to degrees of growing affection and commitment. Therefore, this church 
opposes non-monogamous, promiscuous, or casual sexual relationships because such transient encounters do not allow 
the context for trust in sexual intimacy. This church does not favor cohabitation relationships outside of marriage, although it 
does recognize the social forces at work that encourage such practices. This church believes that the deepest longing for a 
sense of personal worth, long-term companionship, and profound security, especially given the human propensity to sin, are 
best served through binding commitment, legal protections, and the public accountability of marriage, especially where the 
couple is surrounded by the prayers of the community and the promises of God. 

What is the status of this conversation in our local faith community today?  What words or phrases seem important to 
you today? 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

Worship helpers are needed for four 
services on December 24th - 9:00 
A.M, 3:00, 5:00 and 7:30.  If you know 
your Christmas Eve plans and are 
willing to help with worship, please sign 
the sheet on the bulletin board in the 
back of the church.   Thank you! 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

3:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 

 
No Christmas Day Service 
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Tuesday,  December 5 

 1:30pm Scripture Study 

 6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

 7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  December 6 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6-7:30 WD4 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 Comm Prep:  Marlene Serbousek 
 Greeters:  Jamie Hamblin 
 Readings/Prayers:  Cathy/Jerry Crowe 
 Comm Server:  Cathy Crowe 
 PowerPoint:  Beth Hora 
 Sunday, December 10 

 8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  Greeter:  Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans 
  Readings/Prayers: Tom Sabotta 
  Comm Server:  Jeff/Kristi Fortune        
  PowerPoint:  Lois Ocenosak 
  Livestream:  Skylar 

 10:30am Service 
  Comm Prep:   Barb Wilson 
  Greeter:   Fred Austin Family 
  Readings/Prayers:  Amy Fuller Belding 
  Comm Server:  Amy Fuller Belding/Cathy Crowe 
  PowerPoint:  G/L Chrisman 
  Livestream:   Sebastian G. 
  Tuesday,  December 12 

 1:30pm Scripture Study 

 6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

 7:00pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  December 13 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
  Comm Prep:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
  Greeters:   Ken/Pam Humpal 
  Readings/Prayers:  Barb Kleis    
  Comm Server:  Ken Humpal 
  PowerPoint:  Beth Hora 
Sunday, December 17 
*  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Linda Kenny 
  Greeter:  Mike/Nancy Bickford 
  Readings/Prayers : Michele Lubben 
  Comm Server:  Brian/Michele Lubben 
  PowerPoint:  Grant Lubben 
  Livestream:  Skylar 

 10:30am Service 
  Comm Prep: Linda Kenny 
  Greeter: Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen 
  Readings/Prayers:  Dan Lambertsen/Kathy Dornbusch   
  Comm Server:  Dan Lambertsen/Kathy Dornbusch 
  PowerPoint:   Addie Dales 
  Livestream:  Ingrid Vaughn 
Wednesday,  December 20 

• 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 

• 6-7:30 WD4 

 6:00pm Evening Service 
 Comm Prep:  Marlene Serbousek 
 Greeters:  Darla Algoe 
 Readings/Prayers:  Beth Hora 
 Comm Server:  Beth Hora 
 PowerPoint: Myra Powell  

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please 
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at the 
Jones County Community Food Bank - food and funds have 
fallen critically low. For the last few months, the number of 
families and individuals requesting foods has been 
increasing and the shelves are almost bare. Funds are also 
being diminished by the demands of purchasing food at 
higher prices. 
 
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205. Items needed this week: Peas, 
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and 
personal care items. Please place items in the back of the 
church for collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call the Food 
Bank to make delivery arraignments (462-4343) 

 

Bread Bakers:  
December:  Sherri Evans 
3 Communion Eve Services:  B&M Lubben 
January:  Darla Algoe 
February:  Valerie Lambertsen 
 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
December:  Myra Powell 
January:  Barb Kleis 
February:  Ralph & Sandy Andresen 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort especially 
the families of Rose Hubler Flaig and Mary Carol Lambertsen as 
they grieve the loss of their loved one.  For peace in our nation & 
world, for safety in our schools and communities and for those 
seeking a safe home. To add a name call or email  Kathy at 319-
462-4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 
4 weeks and may be renewed.   

Next Week December 17th Readings 
Luke 2:8-20 Shepherds 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00 am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 

All services will be at St. Paul.   Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services.   

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Dec 8, 9, 10 Tree Walk Café @ LCC (sign up sheet posted in back of church) 

Dec 9 Mary Carol Lambertsen Funeral @ 2:00 pm 

Dec 11 All Leadership/Council Meeting 6:00 pm 

Dec 13 Youth Christmas Program @ 7:20 pm 

Dec 16 Rose Hubler Fraig Funeral @ 10:00 am 

Dec 18 Blue Christmas 5:15-6:30 pm 

Dec 21 The “Star” movie @ 6:30 pm 

Dec 24 4th Sunday Advent 9:00 am Service 
 Christmas Eve 3, 5, 7:30 Service 

Dec 25 Christmas Day (office closed) 

Jan 1 New Years Day (office closed) 


