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December 8, 2024  2nd Sunday of Advent 

 

Advent 2—Love 

Till Shades of Fear are Gone 
An Advent Resource prepared by Rev. Erika Uthe 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins… ~ Luke 3.1-3  

The prologue to Christ’s ministry, at least according to Luke, features John the Baptist in the warm-up act. 
Luke’s gospel goes to great lengths to place the beginning of John’s ministry in context, and we learn about the 
historical figures who were ruling both church and state at the time of Jesus’ baptism. While these names are 
probably familiar, I suspect hearing them has little impact on your emotions. They are ancient names, removed 
from current realities and problems.  

A brief history refresher: Emperor Tiberius was the 2nd Roman Emperor, having been designated Emperor 
Augustus’ heir after his grandsons died. Tiberius was married to Augustus’ daughter after Emperor Augustus 
forced him to divorce his first wife. Before Tiberius was made emperor, he led a successful military campaign 
to expand the Roman Empire into what is modern-day Germany. He was known as a cruel tyrant and hearing 
his name probably evoked a reaction of fear. This is probably true of all the tetrarchs, Herod, Philip, Lysanias as 
well as Governor, Pontious Pilate – all agents of Rome, the great bringer of peace. (Ha!) These were tyrants all, 
and as the story was written these names were meant to set the stage: a world ruled by an oppressive and 
cruel regime that conquered and enslaved everyone in their path, ruled through fear, extortion, and violence.  

I wonder how we might hear this differently today if we had different names and places, not from history or a 
world many of us don’t know, but our world. … “In the 24th year of Vladmir Putin’s reign, when Xi Jinping was 
president in China, and Benjamin Netanyahu Prime Minister of Israel, and Joe Biden was president of the 
United States of America, and the people of Venezuela were waiting for the rightfully elected president to take 
power…”  

Reads a little differently, doesn’t it?  

So now that the context has been set, perhaps we have a better idea of what was at stake as John shouted the 
words,  

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  
make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled,  
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,  
and the crooked shall be made straight,  
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and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ~ Luke 3.4-6  

The message was clear: Rome, get ready; Empire, beware. One is coming who is greater even than you. This 
message was for everyone, and in the end all creation would be turned inside-out and upside-down so that 
‘all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’  

As citizens of the United States, the survival of empire is a question many are pondering. What does it mean 
to be a citizen of one of the most powerful nations if our nation uses that power to fund genocide and 
support oppressive governments elsewhere? (To be clear – this is not unique to 2024 – the US has been 
involved [or not] in the wars of the world since its inception.) As the demographic makeup of the country 
shifts from majority white to majority people of color, the empire is seeking to keep power and wealth 
among the few, with violent and dehumanizing threats against immigrants while the black and brown people 
who have lived in the United States since before it was the United States continue to be marginalized, 
incarcerated, and victims of an empire that seeks to keep unjust systems in place. Unfortunately, we see the 
desire to hold on to empire not just in governments, it is in institutions of all kinds, even the church.  

The church is just as susceptible to the promise of empire. We see it especially now that church is no longer 
the center of mainstream American society, a privilege it held particularly after World War II. Sundays are no 
longer considered sabbath and stores, sports, and families rush around with little thought to attending 
worship. Wednesdays generally aren’t protected for church activities by schools, and particularly in these 
years post-pandemic regular worship attendance has fallen off a cliff. Congregations and denominations 
everywhere are simply trying to hang on, operating on the belief that programs will bring people back, that if 
they only had the right pastor their church would grow, that they just need young families to feel alive again. 
Operating out of fear and scarcity rather than hope and love.  

It is in these present realities that God’s word comes to us this Advent, as it came to John in the wilderness. 
And it is good news – for everyone – because where empire conquers through threats of violence God’s 
kingdom overcomes the world through love. Valleys will be filled, mountains made low, crooked ways made 
straight, so that all people experience and live in God’s salvation. As a preview to next week’s gospel, the 
implications of the arrival of God’s salvation are going to mean letting go: letting go of possessions if you have 
and your neighbor doesn’t. Letting go of greed and self-interest above the communal interest and well-being. 
Letting go of empire, tyranny, and fear -to dwell in God’s kingdom, justice, and love.  

Overturning empire is not for the faint of heart. Speaking truth to power can be a dangerous prospect, and in 
these Advent days we find ourselves hearing John the Baptist’s words anew. Yet we, like John and Jesus and 
Paul and Dietrich Bonhoeffer and so many others before us, face the empire not with fear in our hearts, but 
with courage in our bones, crying out loudly with the great choir of justice-seekers and kingdom-bringers 
until shades of fear are cast out of every corner of earth and all that is left is love.  

“Building the Future with Hope” Community Meeting 
scheduled for Sunday, December 8th at 6 pm in the 
Church.  Additional and new information concerning the 
feedback from the August meeting will be shared and 
discussed.  Information will be distributed ahead of time.  
Join us if you can. 
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For Christmas Eve, the church will once again be decorating with 
white poinsettias.  
 
If you would like to order a poinsettia to help beautify the sanctuary: 
• Sign the paper that is on the table in the back of the church. 
• Indicate who the poinsettia is in honor of or in memory of. 
• Put cash or a check made out to St. Paul Lutheran Church in the 

envelope that is attached to the paper.  Poinsettias are $15.00.   
• You will be invited to take your poinsettia home after the Christmas 

season. 
 
Deadline for ordering is Sunday, December 15

th
. 

Tree Walk Cafe' 
 

The Tree Walk will be December 13, 14, and 15 this year at the Lawrence Community Center, just 
a few weeks away.  Linda Kenny will be heading up the Tree Walk Café with Deb’s assistance this 
first year.    The sign up sheet for the shifts is on the bulletin board at the back of the church.  
Please look it over and sign up for a shift.  It’s a great way to get more acquainted with members 
of our congregation.  Linda can be contacted at 319-350-3323 or lindagbr@aol.com.  I would like 
to thank all of those who have helped with the Tree Walk food stand over the years and happy to 
hear so many wanted this to continue.  See you in a few weeks at the LCC!   

     Sincerely, Deb Hardersen 

When: Wednesday, December 18th 
Time: 7:15pm 
Where: Church Sanctuary 
 
Please join our WD4 young people as they present the Advent Program. They will share their 
gifts of song, acting, narrative and love as they share just what the Advent Season is all about. 
The Program will start at 7:15 pm immediately following the church service. We will also have 
refreshments downstairs for a time of celebrating the gifts shared by our WD4 young people.  

Pounds for the Pantry Challenge 
 
We are still gathering food items for the Pantry Challenge.  
The food bank is low on canned fruit and Hamburger 
Helper right now.  Please help if you can. Although we 
give all year long, this challenge only goes until December 
31st.  Remember, they take everything and weigh it and 
each pound is equivalent to $1.   
 
After December 31, a winner will be declared and they will become the holder of the trophy.  
Please consider joining this special effort to support people in need.  While we might become 
the “winner,” the real winners are the people in our community who we help feed. 
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Outreach Happenings 
Tis is the Season for being Good Shepherds 

 
HACAP Mobile Food Pantry- The need is getting greater in Jones County!  Last month 
the monthly HACAP mobile food delivery (held monthly on the third Thursday) in the St. 
Paul Lutheran parking lot, staffed by five St. Paul members, loaded vehicles with food for 
150 families prior to running out of food.  This was a record number of families serviced, 
and they have never run out of food before.  Another way to help fill the food void is by 
contributing to the “Pounds for the Pantry Challenge.” 
 
Anamosa Reindeer Run Experiences a Deep Freeze- Special thanks to Ed Gerst, 
Kaileen Weaver, and Tabatha Pinto Marian (foreign exchange student) for setting up a St. 
Paul Lutheran table outside of the Lawerence Center where they served hot chocolate 
and water to the runners and spectators this past Saturday while the temperature was 12 
below zero.  Another special thanks to Susan Gerst for helping prepare the chocolate.  
Kaileen said runners normally drink water after their run, but this year, more were 
drinking hot chocolate to get warm.  St. Paul Lutheran also donated $50.00 towards the 
run that Michele Countryman matched. 
 
Giving Tree- There are still hangers available on the Giving Tree in the rear of the 
Sanctuary.  St. Paul Lutheran has pledged to fulfill giving gifts to seventeen children, and 
food baskets and cleaning supplies to their families this year. If you select a hanger the 
wrapped gifts need to be returned by December 14

th
 so they can be picked up by the 

families in need. Your generosity will surely be appreciated by the families going through 
challenging times and for spreading love to those in need. 

Blue Christmas 
 
There are those in our midst who have not experienced 
2024 as a year of favor, and some who struggle to find joy 
in this time of year. Some of us are grieving recent losses, 
others are carrying deep wounds from past hurts or 
broken relationships, and many are separated from loved 
ones by time or miles or fear of sickness. We want to 
gather as a faith community in prayerful support of each 
other, to pray for those unable to pray, and to be a loving 
presence when the world seems cold. We will hold a Blue 
Christmas service from 5:15-6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 17. Through a series of reflective readings, 
songs, candle lightings, and prayers of intention, we will be 
reminded of God’s incarnational love and healing power. All 
are welcome. This year, we will have tea and cookies in the 
Fellowship Hall until 6:30. You will be invited to share a 
story of a loved one, if you like. Your RSVP is always 
appreciated to help with our planning (call 319.462-4841 
or 319.389-6153 by 12/16). Peace to your hearts as you 
consider joining us for this prayerful experience. 
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December is a busy month, but Friends still need to 
meet and eat.  SO, hope to see you at Las Brasas in 
Anamosa on Thursday, December 5th at 5:00 pm.  The 
more, the merrier!! 

Outreach Opportunities 
 

     The Giving Tree 
 

As tradition has served, in conjunction with HACAP, 
St Paul Lutheran has pledged to fulfill giving to 
fourteen children and their families this year.  The 
Giving Tree will be in the back of the sanctuary the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving, and you can select a 
hanger, from the tree, which will have the child’s sex, age, their clothing sizes and 
their wish list.  There will also be individual hangers for cleaning supplies and food 

baskets for the families.  After you have selected the hanger) please log your name 
and the hanger number on the sheet beside the tree so we have a record of who has 
that hanger.  Your wrapped gifts need to be returned by December 14th so they can be 
picked up by the family.  Your generosity will be appreciated by the families going 
through challenging times and for spreading love to those in need. 

ELCA Good Gifts  
 

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we believe that 
God’s love in Jesus is a gift. ELCA Good Gifts is just one way we can share 
that love. 
 

One of the biggest challenges to overcoming poverty is lack of access to clean 
water. With our Good Gifts we can join with other Lutherans across the world 
to bring clean water and other water projects to those whose lives depend on 
that help. 
 

Please visit the display in the church entrance during Advent, and prayerfully 
consider your gifts. 

Help is needed for our Christmas Eve worship services.  If you would be 
willing to help, please sign up on the sheet on the back table at church.  
Contact Barb Kleis at 319-480-1196 if you have questions. 
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The Sunday Services on December 29th will be combined into 
one, Carols and Lessons service at 9:30 am.  Come and sing 
your favorite Christmas songs that tell the story of Jesus’s 
birth and the joy it brings to the world. 

Shelby Hollett has 216 Christmas cards that she will be donating to the cause listed 
below.  Sean will not be making it back for any of the holidays this year so she 
thought it might be nice to start this tradition for him and others that might be 
feeling a little lonely during the holidays whether it is stateside or overseas.  We 
may not always know the outcome of our kind gestures and the ripple effects of 
sharing God's love, but it brings joy in trying.  Sean has stated he has at least 50 
who he is aware of in his circle that will be away from home during this time and is 
willing to share cards with them.  :)   

This idea was inspired by her favorite Christmas movie "The Christmas Card". She 
has the video if anyone would like to watch it.  It's about a lady from a church 
sending Christmas cards over to Veterans and it reaches a sergeant who went 
through some tragic war events that has no family and when given R&R orders goes 
to visit the church.  Shelby’s  plan is to help provide postage to mail the cards as a 
donation for this.  Another thought was that for future years, if she can gather a 
list of Veteran members for next year, it would be really nice to have a Zoom call 
with those Veterans in December.  With Christmas just around the corner though,  it 

is too much to do this year. 

Operation Christmas Card 
 

St. Paul wants to spread Christmas joy to our current 
members of our church who are serving in the military 
away from home this Christmas season.  There will be 
Christmas cards in the church basement for anyone who 
wishes to drop a note of appreciation or just write your 
signature the week of December 8th after any of the 
services.  Any additional cards will be sent to St. Paul 
military members to share with other military service 
personnel who are also away from home this holiday 
season.  This is a wonderful opportunity to share God’s 
love with those who may need holiday cheer when away 
from their families.   
 
If you have a family member in the military or a close 

friend who is a Veteran please feel free to contact Shelby Hollett (319) 480-
8529.  There are plenty of Christmas cards to send. Blessings during this holiday 
season! 
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Tuesday, Dec 3 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Dec 4 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Bonnie Raddatz 
   Greeters: Summer Parks 
   Readings/Prayer:  Paula Sisler 
   Comm Server: Summer Parks 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora  
Sunday, Dec 8 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  Greeters: Sherri Evans/Tom Sabotta 
  Readings/Prayers: Tom Sabotta 
  Comm Servers: Jeff/Kristi Fortune 
  PowerPoint: Susan Koppenhaver  
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Cathy Crowe 
  Greeters:  CJ Sullivan 
  Readings/Prayers: Cathy/Jerry Crowe 
  Comm Servers:  Kathy Dornbusch 
   PowerPoint: Elijah Secrist 
  Livestream: Sebastian Goldsmith 
Tuesday, Dec 10 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Dec 11 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Readings/Prayer:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
   Comm Server: Ken Humpal 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora                                        
Sunday, Dec 15 
*  8:00 am Service                                      
  Comm Prep: Linda Kenny 
  Greeters: Mark/Rhonda Bickford 
  Readings/Prayers: Grace Lubben 
  Comm Servers: Lubben Family 
  PowerPoint: Lubben Family 
*  10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Greeters: Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen 
  Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyons Douglas 
  Comm Servers:  Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen 
  PowerPoint:  Addie Dales 
  Livestream:  
Tuesday, Dec 17 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Dec 18  
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Darla Algoe 
   Greeters: Darla Algoe 
   Readings/Prayer:  Beth Hora 
     Comm Server: Beth Hora 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell                                        

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please contact Nancy 
Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a 
family to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and 
canned pasta sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or 
beef, Hamburger Helper items are great.  Clients also like 
pancake mix and pancake syrup.  Canned fruits or 
vegetables are great too.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
December: Sherri Evans, Xmas Eve-B/M Lubben 
January:  Darla Algoe  
February:  Valerie Lambertsen 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
December:  Myra Powell 
January:  Barb Kleis 
February:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website, 
YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, 
especially Jan Allaire.  For peace in our nation & world, for 
safety in our schools and communities and for those seeking 
a safe home. To add a name call or email  Kathy at 319-462
-4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 
4 weeks and may be renewed.   

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally Grow 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all 
generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the 
people of St. Paul will be known as disciples of Christ in 
the World. 

Readings for December 15 — Isaiah 61:1-11 

            Luke 4:16-21 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service  
will be held at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service  

will be held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service 
will be held at church 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Dec 5   Dinner with Friends @ Las Brasas 5:00 pm 

Dec 8   “Building the Future with Hope” Community Mtg 6:00 pm at Church 

Dec 13, 14, 15   Tree Walk Café @ LCC (Sign up sheet posted in church vestibule) 

Dec 16   Council Mtg 6:30 @ Fellowship Hall 

Dec 17  Blue Christmas 5:15-6:30 pm (church) 

Dec 18   WD4 Advent Program @ 7:15 pm 

Dec 20   The STAR movie 6:30-8:00 pm (church) 

Dec 24     Christmas Eve 3, 5, 7:00 pm Service 

Dec 25-31    Christmas Day (office closed)  No Service on Dec 25th  

Dec 29    One service @ 9:30 am 

 

2025 

Jan 1   Office Closed, no service 

May 3      Clean up day @ St Paul Lutheran Church 8-12 (put on your calendar!) 

May 31      Clean up day @ St Paul ED Building 8-12 (put on your calendar!) 


