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Blue Christmas: There are those in our midst who have not
experienced 2021 as a year of favor, and some who struggle
to find joy in the season of wonder. Some of us are grieving
recent losses, others are carrying deep wounds from past
hurts or broken relationships, and many are separated from
loved ones by time or miles or fear of sickness.

We want to gather as a faith community in prayerful support
of each other, to pray for those unable to pray, and to be a
loving presence when the world seems cold. We will hold a
Blue Christmas service from 5:10-6:00 p.m. on Monday,
December 20. Through a series of reflective readings, songs,
candle lightings, and prayers of intention, we will be
reminded of God'’s incarnational love and healing power. All
are welcome. Peace to your hearts as you consider joining
us for this prayerful experience.

The King's Birthday

We are excited to be able to bring you our 2021

Christmas Program “The Kings Birthday” on
Wednesday, December 15th immediately
following the service. Come and watch the

Christmas story narrated and sung

by our children and youth from WD4 in Costume.
All are welcome!
There will be cupcakes and
juice immediately after the

program in the fellowship hall.
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Wednesday, December 29th
Time: 7Tpm-11pm
(Immediately following Worship)

Calling All 7th , 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th & 12th grade students! You have
been requesting a Lock-IN and we have answered that request!l Come
experience St. Paul like you have never before! We will turn the Church
building into an escape room, Enjoy the gym at the LCC, Have Pizza,
Snacks, Drinks, Games, Fellowship and more! All youth that are
interested must have a completed Release Form filled out by parents
including any visitors. Please contact Kaileen for one.

Please RSVP by: Wednesday, December 22nd @ 2pm.

Kaileen Weaver cell # 951-553-5728 office # 319-462-4841

The Pounds-for-the Pantry Church Challenge
From now until Monday, December 20, bring as many

donations as you can to the church or directly to the food

pantry. If you bring them to the church, Kristy Fortune
and volunteers, will deliver our donations to the food
pantry.

Five area churches have joined in this challenge to fill
the pantry’s shelves. Each time we make a donation, the
food pantry staff will weigh it. They will keep track of
each donation total in pounds.

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, each dollar
donated will be equal to 1 pound. If you want to make a
food donation, but are not able to bring it to church, call
Susan Koppenhaver (319) 423-1976. She will pick it up
from you.

At the end of the time, the church that has donated the
greatest number of pounds will be announced and a
church winner will be named.

Help us earn that first trophy while making the holiday
season better for so many.

Let’s help the food pantry “gain weight”!

Help St. Paul raise funds
for a Simple Water Well

. through ELCA Good
Gifts. $2,500 is the goal
for one water well.

Donations will be accepted during Advent. Please
make checks out to St. Paul with ELCA Water Project
in the for line. A water well display will be in the
church during Advent for cash donations (collected
after each service).

About the Water Well Project: Lack of access to
safe water is one of the biggest challenges to
overcoming poverty. It’s also one of the most
powerful opportunities to create change. With a
simple water well, spring box or other water point,
as many as 500 families gain access to clean, safe
water. Communities are healthier. People spend less
money on medical expenses and more on food and
education. And instead of spending hours each day
gathering water for the family, women and children
have time for work and school. Talk about a future
filled with hope!

Food donations and Giving Tree gifts are due by Sunday December 19th!
Thank you for your generosity!
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Introduction: Christ’s presence in our midst in the

Please Pray for the wonder of the holy supper is cause for singing. The
Following nearness of the God in prayer, in every circumstance,
(Why people want prayers isn't is cause for rejoicing. The coming of one “more
important, the prayers are!) ” . . . .
_ . powerful” than John, even with a winnowing fork in
For Marilyn Sabotta, Linda | hang, is good news—and cause for exultation—for us
4 Vonbehren, Leslie who are being saved. Great joy is the tone for the third
S & Swartzee, Joyce Wendt, Sunday of Advent.
and for continued and growing health of our

community. . . . . o
y Consider observing this Advent Season as a time of building

el A el o crel Mo SR o2 L) anticipation for the Feast of Light: Christmas. If you have an Advent

stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 . . C .. .

e i ey e mE el Wreath, use it to mark your growing anticipation. If you are the kind
of person who likes to see threads or themes through the seasons,

Martha Rowland asked to have her new consider these gleaned from this Advent’s scriptures: Simplify, discern
address and phone number published. what is of value, rejoice, and celebrate God’s glorious majesty.

Tiffany Springs Senior Living Community #9101N ] ] .

Ambassador Drive First Reading: The Prophet Zephaniah 3: 14-20 The Message
Kansas City, MO 64154 Prepare yourself to hear this reading by bringing to mind a time you
New Landline 816-499-8995 were discouraged or downhearted then heard great, joyful news.
Cellphone remains 319-481-0120 The prophet Zephaniah has this “stump speech for Josiah” at the

end of the Assyrian reign over Israel and Judah in about 630 BCE. The
. ) people had been waiting to know that their God, YHWH, was still
GriefShare meets Tuesday evenings at with them, even during the devastating reign of the Assyrian kings.
6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE building.  The land of Israel (the northern kingdom) had fallen into the hands of
If you would like to attend please call Nancy  non-Jews. The inhabitants of Judah (the southern kingdom) were

Douglas for details at 319-551-3358. growing discouraged under dubious leadership. But then, Zephaniah

appeared on the scene. He was a descendent of good King Hezekiah
AA meets in the lower level of the CE and subsequently spoke positively about the reform the young King
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm. Josiah was attempting to bring to Israel. For example, Josiah tried to

i have all altars to pagan gods removed in order to centralize the
Jones County Food Bank: Items needed worship of YHWH in Jerusalem. These altars and places of worship

this week: green beans, pork & beans, had grown up in the century of Assyrian rule and too many Israelites
canned tomatoes, hamburger helper and worshiped at the sites. For this unfaithfulness, Zephaniah prophesied
personal care items. Please place items in destruction, but, because of Josiah’s good leadership in the shadow of
the Advent Giving area at the back of the the dying Assyrian king, and the disappearing influences of the foreign
church OR call the Food Bank to make Assyrian gods, Zephaniah rejoiced for the first time in ages. Mighty,
your own arraignments (462-4343) merciful Yahweh was restoring sovereignty to his beloved Jerusalem.

No longer need they wait. God was in their midst and was gathering
His people together; north and south would be united again.
Vindication against the non-believers would finally be realized and the
doubting Israelites would be shown the truth of their God.

Christ in Our Home for January,
February and March are available in

the white boxes in the entryway f)f Psalmody - Isaiah 12:2-6 The Message
the church AND on the table inside
the front door of the CE building. Second Reading: St. Paul’s letter to the Christians in Philippi,

northern Greece 4: 4-7 The Message
Rejoice (Latin: gaudete) in the Lord always! I will say it again,
Rejoice!” Look at all the marvelous things God has done for us!

Paul was responding to a quarrel between two women leaders in the
Christian community at Philippi. Recall his fondness for this group as
he exhorts them not to let this kind of behavior stand in the way of
preaching and living the gospel. Paul was confident that the coming of
the Lord was near, and so he directed their minds to this reality: rely
on the presence of Christ to guide your behavior. Kindness, or patient
forbearance when provoked, was to be their first virtue, even in
settling a dispute. Secondly, they were to place all requests prayerfully
before God so that Christ could guide their hearts and minds. In a

Please stop by and pick one up for
yourself or a neighbor.
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community where strong personalities proclaimed themselves as
holier, smarter, or more faithful than others, it was important to
believe that Christ himself was their strength and truth. Without this
constant belief, the community was in danger of being torn apart.
With Christ so near, they could let go of their need to be right in
order to focus on proper behavior in loving relationships. This was a
wake-up call to conversion for many people because Paul was
asking everyone to act as though Christ was actually in their midst.
In this loving, non-divided way, the Christian community would
evangelize the skeptical non-Christian community around them.

Gospel: Luke 3: 7-18 The Message

John the Baptist wants his people to choose conversion; to act
as though they are ushering in the Messianic reign of God. He
invited them to change their lives by washing in the living waters of
the Jordan. But then, the questions began, “Now that we’ve been
baptized, what should we do?” What does this new life look like?

His response was to point out to each group their “sin.” The tax
collectors and soldiers were both subject to greed, extortion, and
ruthlessness because they worked for corrupt people in a corrupt
system. The tax collectors tended to be homeless thugs who couldn’t
get any other work. They were employed by more learned Jews who
bid the jobs with the Romans. These collectors were pressured to
make a profit for their employers (vertically challenged Zacchaeus
was one of these employers most likely because he was educated).
The tax collectors were told by John to collect no more than was
prescribed. Stop cheating people for unjust gain!

The soldiers mentioned here were not Roman. More than likely
they were men of Judea who had been hired by Herod Antipas, the
Judean tetrarch, to ensure the keeping of “peace” by enforcing his
wishes. These soldiers were despised by other Jews because they
supported this greedy “non-Jewish” king. To the soldiers who
enjoyed positions of power with little monetary reward John said
“Stop accusing people falsely,” and “be satistied with your wages.”
No more shaking people down for extra spending money or
trumping up charges and threatening to turn people into the
authorities just to instill fear in them.

John was calling the people back to recognition of the common
good which was at the heart of the Jewish faith, and a concept that
had been distorted by petty, self-centered leadership among the
Sanhedrin and the Herod family. There is evidence that John left the
formalized religion in Jerusalem and had at least for a while joined
the separatist Essene community in the desert. Like Zephaniah and
Josiah six hundred years earlier, he was inviting the people to reject
the corrupted religion in order to reclaim the true faith of their
ancestors.
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Creatively Connect
Intentionally Grow

Joyfully Serve
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Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Wednesday, December 8

*  6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Marge Bohlken
Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom
PowerPoint: WD4 8th grade

*  6:00 WD4
Tree Walk December 10-12 at LCC
Sunday, December 12

*+  8:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt
Greeter: Don & Deb Hardersen
Reader & Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen
PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak
+ 10:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Deb Oldham
Greeter: Rob Robertson family
Reader & Prayers: Kristy Robertson
PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson

Monday, December 13
+  6:00pm All Leader Meeting
* 7:00pm Council Meeting

Tuesday, December 14

* 1:30pm Scripture study (in person CE bldg.)

*  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building
*+ 7:00pm AA— LL CE building

Wednesday, December 15

*+  6:00pm Worship
Greeter: Ken & Pam Humpal
Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

*  6:00 WD4

*  Christmas Program immediately after service

Thursday, December 16
*  3pm HACAP Distribution

Sunday, December 19

*+  8:30am Worship
Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson
Greeter: Mike & Nancy Bickford
Reader & Prayers: Nancy Stout
PowerPoint: Grant Lubben

*+ 10:30am Worship
Comm Prep:
Greeter: Dan & Marilyn Lambertsen
Reader: Dan or Marilyn
PowerPoint: Dales Kids
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Taking it home

'] You are standing before John the Baptist who is clad
in camel hair and stinks like yesterday’s socks. You
say to him, “Now that I’ve been baptized, what do |
do?” What is his answer to you? What “chaff” does
he ask you to let go of in order to grasp the true
reign of God? Write it down as though John is
sending his answer to you in a letter; seal it and read
it again next New Year.

List three people, things, or events that cause you to
rejoice today.

John preached Good News to people. What good
news have you delivered to someone in the past week?
If you have a hard time identifying some, perhaps you
could focus on “the good” this coming week and find
someone to share it with.

1 Where was Christ in your midst today? Did you act
with kindness?

1 Have you ever settled a dispute by showing kindness
and/or praying for someone so Christ’s Spirit could
shine through?

_U1 Is there unity and rejoicing in our future? Be a part
of making it happen.

) Complete this sentence: I Wonder...

Consider A Global Outlook

1 Ask what your decisions and actions are doing for

and #o people beyond your household.

U Believe in your own God-given worth so you can
reject the messages of advertisers and peers who want
you to believe your worth depends on your clothing
style, degree, car model, medicines, or house size.

| Treat others with great respect — racist jokes and
sexist comments are prime examples of the stripping
away of human dignity. Sexual intimacy is for building
lasting relationships; don’t be quick to trade it for some
short term attention.

"I Develop a global outlook. Countries must seek the
common good of other countries. Wealthy countries
should help developing countries without expectation of
repayment or domination.

| Develop a neighborhood outlook. The welfare of you
and/or your family cannot come at the expense of those
around you. Too often, fear motivates us to gather wealth
or distrust others. Jesus challenged us to use love as our
measurement for action. Take some time to get to know
your neighbors. Do you know who else in your
neighborhood belongs to your worship community?
| Find ways to promote the common good. This
statement assumes that we understand that there are
consequences to our actions. Ask yourself how your
purchasing of gifts and supplies effects other countries or
peoples who produce them. Do you buy clothing
produced by sweatshops? Is your wood table a product of
rain forest destruction? Do you ever walk or bike instead
of driving so as not to unnecessarily use oil and gasoline?
Do you turn off lights when you leave a room? Do you
recycle out of reverence for nature and respect for limited
earthly resources? Are you a reflective consumer
focusing more on what you need than what you want?

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read slowly three
times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images emerge
in you?)

“Your True Self is who you objectively are from the
beginning, in the mind and heart of God, "the face you
had before you were born," as the Zen masters say. It is
your substantial self, your absolute identity, which can
never be gained nor lost by any technique, group
affiliation, morality, or formula whatsoever. The
surrendering of our false self, which we have usually
taken for our absolute identity, yet is merely a relative
identity, is the necessary suffering needed to find "the
pearl of great price" that is always hidden inside this
lovely but passing shell.” — Richard Rohr, Falling
Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE leave a
message 1f we cannot answer. We will return your call ASAP.

Office Hours

Monday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Tuesday 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m.
Wednesday  9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m
Thursday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Friday Office Closed

The office will close at noon
on Thursday, December 23.



https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14857469

St. Paul Lutheran Church | 201 N. Ford Street. Anamosa, |IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 6

Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services*

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Blended
Traditional Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Covid protocols for indoor services

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

* All Services now inside the church



