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December 13, 2020                3rd Sunday of Advent      

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

The Pulse will be published weekly 

the deadline is NOON on Mondays.  

 

 

You are invited to study and discuss the 
weekend's lectionary readings with a group  
of church members by joining via Zoom, 
Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m.   Zoom link- 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917 

Silent night, holy night . . .  
 

As part of our Christmas Eve taped service we will 
be singing silent night. We would like you to have 
the opportunity to get a ‘silent night’ candle for each 
member of your family to use during this service.  
 

If you would like silent night candles please stop in 
the office during Lois’ hours or call to make other 
arrangements. 
 

We would like to collect these afterwards for use 
next year! Just return to the CE building. Thank You. 

Help us fill the Food Pantry’s shelves with food, 
personal hygiene products and cleaning 
supplies.  Only canned or boxed items please.  Glass 
jars or dented, outdated or rusted cans cannot be 
accepted.   
Please drop off the pantry donations to the 
Education building, lower level, large room on right, 
place food items under the gift tables  by Tuesday, 
December 22 (during regular business hours) . 

Blue Christmas? 
 

Many in our midst have not experienced 2020 as a 
year of favor. Some are grieving recent losses, 
others are carrying deep wounds from past hurts or 
broken relationships, and many are separated from 
loved ones by time or miles or Covid restrictions. 
We want to gather as a faith community in 
prayerful support of each other, to pray for those 
unable to pray, and to be a loving presence when 
the world seems cold. We will hold a Blue 
Christmas service from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 22. Through a series of reflective 
readings, songs, candle lightings, and prayers of 
intention, we will be reminded of God’s 
incarnational love and healing power. All are 
welcome but in order to gather safely, we ask you 
to contact the office (462-4841 
or  stpaulanamosa@gmail.com) to register your 
attendance for the limited seating. We will observe 
in-person worship protocols (temp checks, spaced 
seating, face coverings). Peace to your hearts as 
you consider joining us for this prayerful 
experience.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Beginning Dec. 5, this Saturday morning recurring meeting 
is open to anyone wanting to connect with other members 
in an open chat.  No agenda.  Just catching up over the 
Zoom fence.... 
 
Topic: Saint Paul Lutheran's Zoom Room Drop In 
Time: Dec 5, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Cana-
da) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917?
pwd=a3NzUmZUb25zRHpWREVxUmFnZWhzdz09 
 
Meeting ID: 239 146 7917 
Passcode: RxaT6x 

The followings is for use with recorded service found on 
website: stpaulanamosa.com  Also on Facebook & YouTube 
(or may be used in your own prayer service).  
 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent—Joy 
 

LOVE’s Pure Light –Creator of the stars of night, 
thy people’s everlasting light, Jesus, Redeemer, 
Savior of all, hear thy servants when they call.   
Refrain:  O come, O come, Emmanuel, and end 
this gloom of night.  Bring hope to the world, 
bring peace to the earth and fill us with love’s 
pure light. 
 

Leader: In this season of Advent, we celebrate 
with joyful hearts.  
All: Christ is our light and the source of our 
joy.  
We count our blessings and give thanks for 
God’s goodness and grace.  
Christ is our light and the source of our joy.  
We strive to search for the good in neighbors 
near and far.  
Christ is our light and the source of our joy.  
WE remember that God has promised us full 
and joyful lives.  
Christ is our light and the source of our joy.  
[As Candles are Lit]-   Leader: Today, we 
light three candles – hope, peace, and joy.  
This third candle reminds us that we have 
reason to be joyful, even in the midst of 
strife.  We remember that the angel 
proclaimed Christ’s birth as “Good news of 
great joy to all people.”  We celebrate 
today with joyful hearts and commit 
ourselves to spreading that joy to the world 
around us. 
Sing LOVE’s Pure Light – Refrain only 
{see above) 
 

Let us Pray Together: Gracious God, as we 
continue our Advent journey we ask that 
you open our eyes to the beauty and 
goodness around us, and fill our hearts 
with grateful joy.  Remind us that Christ 
is our light and the source of all joy, and 
that we are here to serve you and to 
spread that joy to others.  Amen. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917?pwd=a3NzUmZUb25zRHpWREVxUmFnZWhzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917?pwd=a3NzUmZUb25zRHpWREVxUmFnZWhzdz09
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Christmas Giving Tree 
 

As we move to week three of Advent, you still 
have the opportunity to bring JOY to a child in 
our community. Please stop in the Christian Ed 
building or call one of us below to see if tags 
are available.  

 
      Lois: 462-4841     stpaulanamosa@gmail.com  
                   (regular hours: M, W, Th 9-2; Tue 8:30-2:00 Fr 8-12) 
      Barb Wilson: 319-480-6031     bwilson@anamosa.k12.ia.us 

      Kristi Fortune: 319-929-2653     jk4tune@msn.com 
 
Reminders:  The gifts need to be dropped off at the CE building by Saturday, 
December 19th between 10am and noon or during Lois’ hours during the 
week. Please wrap your gift and write the tag number on it. Call Barb if you 
need help getting your gift to the church. Thanks so much! 

Hello from the LCC! Anamosa Virtual Tree Walk information. 
 

Wow, what a year it has been! Many of you have asked about the Tree Walk. It is 
not cancelled, however it will look different this year. Thank you for the many ideas of 
how we can safely put on this event.  

What we have decided to do is a Virtual Tree Walk. You may email a picture or video 
of your tree to this email address, or use the URL below. Be creative and have fun! 
Submissions can be turned in at any time, we will upload the trees to the URL below 
under the tab "Virtual Tree Walk" beginning December 7th. Voting for The Best Tree 
will begin December 14th and ends December 23rd on the Virtual Tree Walk Website. 

Normally, we ask for a food or monetary donation to help the Helping Hand 
Program. This year, we are asking you to make your donation directly to the food 
pantry or a charity of your choice.  

Thank you for helping us to continue this long standing tradition in our community! 
Your generosity will help many have a nice holiday. 

Vendors- We are debating how to approach this, if you'd like us to list your business 
information please reach out and we'll figure something out.  

Anamosa Virtual Tree Walk  Have a great week!!  LCC Staff 
 
Note from St. Paul: With the Tree Walk being virtual, there will be no food 

stand. Hopefully we can do it again next year.  

mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
mailto:bwilson@anamosa.k12.ia.us
mailto:jk4tune@msn.com
https://sites.google.com/view/anamosavirtualtreewalk2020/home
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Gaudete Sunday!! 
“Rejoice and testify to the incarnation  

(God taking on form and flesh) in your midst.” 
 

First Reading: the third section of the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  NIV 
 

It is all too appropriate that we should listen today to the 
prophet Isaiah speak of “a year of favor from the Lord.”  This year of 
favor to which he refers is traditionally a sabbatical year {the Jews 
celebrated this every 7th year, and in a grandiose fashion every 50th 
year because it was designated a jubilee year}. As noted in Leviticus 
25, in the jubilee year, all land and property reverted back to the 
Creator who distributes it equally and bountifully, debts were forgiven, 
slaves freed, land for housing and the growing of food redistributed 
among families according to the community’s needs, and all things 
were made new again. In other words, children were given a new start, 
not held enslaved to the deficiencies or indiscretions of their parents 
and grandparents. 

Isaiah was speaking this good news to the Israelites who had 
been living in a foreign land as Babylonian slaves. Isaiah uses terms of 
security and warmth {wrapped me in a mantle} to speak of God’s 
action in bringing about justice, salvation, and prosperity. He also 
reminds the Israelites that they are the slaves being freed to regain their 
place in the world. These Anawim are the poor, faithful Jews who 
returned to the destroyed city of Jerusalem because they had nothing to 
lose and everything to gain. It was a very hard situation to which they 
returned and they wondered how they would make it without a king to 
lead them or a Temple to mark the presence of God. 

In response, Isaiah does something very significant by changing 
some traditional cultural roles. In Judaism, kings and priests were 
anointed with oil as a sign of their call to leadership and prophecy for 
God (mesia’h); they stood in the place of the entire Jewish nation. 
Isaiah, a layman, refers to himself as having been anointed by the very 
Spirit of God to proclaim the kind of good news a king or priest would 
normally manifest. Subsequently, Isaiah tells the people that God has 
also anointed them to be “priests for Yahweh.”  They no longer need to 
rely on an appointed person or class of people to be their intermediaries 
to God; they were to go directly to God themselves. In addition, Isaiah 
posited that the foreigners they found inhabiting Jerusalem would help 
them become the nation God was calling them to be by assisting with 
the work and building prosperity. In parting with tradition and allowing 
the foreigners to remain, he believed they could be evangelized while 
supporting the infrastructure of the new Jerusalem. 

Isaiah was calling the Jews to invite these non-Jews into faith 
and help them to grow in their relationship with Yahweh God over 
time. By living as “priests for Yahweh,” the Israelites would potentially 
bring the entire world to faith. 

 

GriefShare is on hold until COVID numbers 
are down. If you would like to attend once 
we are meeting again please call Nancy 
Douglas at 319-551-3358.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and 
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa 
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call 462-4343. They are in need of 
canned vegetables, canned fruits & beef 
stew. 
 

Readers: If you would like to read at one 
of our Wednesday taped services please call 
or email Barb Kleis to get on the schedule. 
(319) 480-1196 kleis.barb@gmail.com 

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

Nick Hartelt, Karen Kleppe, Steph Hart, 
Chris Holtz, Lynn Rickels and for all facing 
challenges from the corona virus and 
natural disasters.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

Introduction: “Rejoice always,” begins the reading from 1 
Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist make clear that God is turning 
our mourning into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s children got 
a robe,” go the words of a spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, 
pressed outfit as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to 
wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we gather for 
a foretaste of God’s party.  

ALY notes... Anamosa Lunches for Youth 
has been awarded $2000 through the 
Theisens More for Your Community grant 
program. Grants such as these along with 
personal and corporate donations keep 
the ALY program going and able to serve 
the children of our community.  
 

St. Paul packed ALY weekend bags in 
November, using very small teams of 
volunteers due to Covid restrictions. The 
school district staff faithfully distributed 
them to our students even during the 
weeks of remote learning.  
 

Please keep our staff and students in your 
prayers as they continue to find ways to 
keep each other safe. Our responsibility 
as a community is to work to lower the 
spread of the virus so the students and 
staff can learn and teach safely. We ARE 
in this together. Virginia Danielson, ALY 
Board  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Note the change in voice between vs. 2 and 10. The first 
paragraph is Isaiah speaking, the second paragraph is the city of 
Jerusalem. A diadem is a royal crown. 

 

Psalm 126 
 

Second Reading: Paul’s First letter to the Christian 
community in Thessalonica, Greece, 5:16-24 NIV 
 

This letter attributed to St. Paul is the earliest written evidence 
of the significance of Christ’s resurrection in the early Christian 
communities. Paul wrote this letter around 51 A.D., even before the 
Gospel of Mark. He is trying to help the early Christians organize 
themselves as they await the liberating second coming of Christ.  

In this section, we hear a short list of duties to which the 
followers of Jesus should adhere: pray always, render thanks, be open 
to the Spirit, test everything and retain what is good. 

By following these instructions, it is Paul’s hope that these 
communities will thrive and survive any persecution they are sure to 
endure. Keep in mind that Paul is speaking to the entire community, 
not to individuals, lest you be tempted to think, “This is unreasonable 
for one person to do.”  Paul saw the believers as the body of Christ 
and it was the integrity and order of this group that concerned him. 
Paul did not want to squelch the Spirit working through the people in 
the group, even when it seemed chaotic or controversial. Instead, he 
encouraged them to take all prophecies and teachings under 
advisement, be patient, and see if they built up community or 
destroyed it. If it built community, then the ideas should be retained. If 
not, they should be disregarded. Obviously, this requires a tremendous 
level of communication and trust over time, the kind rarely seen 
among groups in Western cultures. 
 

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28  NIV 
 

The birth of Jesus, which we celebrate at Christmas, signals 
for us the beginning of a new creation. What was lost in Adam’s sin is 
reclaimed through Jesus and Jesus reorders the relationships that was 
disordered because of our ancestral parent’s selfish actions. As is told 
in the first chapter of Genesis, God created light to shatter the 
darkness that held people in fear; so we hear today that Jesus is the 
light born into the darkness of unbelief. The Evangelist John uses 
John the Baptist to proclaim the coming wonder of the new creation. 
As in the beginning, when God created water, it was separated so that 
life could come forth on the dry land; JB uses a water baptism to 
separate believers from unbelievers, those who are repentant for 
doubting God’s presence and ongoing activity on their behalf from 
those who are locked in their belief that Yahweh has been 
overshadowed by the power of the Romans. JB is speaking to the 
religious leaders of the Jewish people when he begins to establish who 
Jesus is:  “the one whose sandal I am not worthy to fasten.”  The 
Evangelist John wants his readers to know that Jesus is greater than 
the apparently powerful leaders in Jerusalem and Rome (i.e. chief 
priests, Herods, or Caesar). 

There is a more subtle vein of teaching being explored in the 
gospel when the Jewish leaders interrogate JB about his identity. Like 
the Israelites of the first reading, John’s traditional role had been 
changed by God. He should have followed in the footsteps of his 
father, Zechariah, as a rural priest serving the Temple from the little 

 

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours  
 

Lois:     M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F– 9-noon.  
Kaileen:  M, Tue, Th  8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)   
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.  

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com    (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com   (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728 
Brie Wittenburg  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE 
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will 
return your call ASAP.  

 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Saturday, December 12 
 9:00am Zoom Drop In—Chat with other 

members of St. Paul.  
 

Sunday, December 13    
 9:00am Worship ON HOLD 
       
 

Tuesday, December 15 
 1:30pm Scripture study  LL CE or Zoom 
 6:00pm Grief Support—ON HOLD 
 8:00pm AA—ON HOLD 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
 6:00pm Worship ON HOLD 
 6:00pm WD4 ON HOLD 

 

The 2001 budget envelopes are available 

on a table at the bottom of the stairs of 

the CE Building. If you are not able to 

pick up your envelopes, please call the 

office to make other arrangements.  

Thank You.  
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Because of the increase of Covid cases 
in Jones County, Saint Paul staff will be 
working some hours from home. Please 
call ahead before coming to the office.  
 

During regular business hours, staff will 
take calls on their cell phones listed on 
page five.  

village of Ein Karem. Instead, John had completely 
separated himself from the traditional religion and was 
actually preaching against the Jerusalem priests who 
enjoyed lives of opulence while those they claimed to 
lead lived in poverty. {This break with tradition was 
even foreshadowed in his name being John (which 
means, “Yahweh has shown favor”) because that name 
did not appear in the family of either of his parents and 
normally a child was named after a family member.}  
 John had listened to the people’s desperate mantra, 
“Where is our God?” long enough. John put on the 
mantle of a prophet and dressed like Elijah, whom the 
Jews believed would return to inaugurate the new 
messianic age. He would not allow the peasant people to 
remain in their doubt about God’s presence any longer. 
He invited the people to a new life. The baptism of 
repentance to which John called people declared that 
they were turning their backs on the corrupt religious 
leadership in Jerusalem in order to follow the way of 
light.  The rattled leaders of the Jewish religion went to 
find out whether or not John was really broadcasting 
their destruction. They were deeply concerned about 
their positions, power, and status. John satisfied them 
only to admit that he was indeed a prophet, but that the 
one who would execute God’s judgment and truly 
threaten their elevated social standing was still 
unidentified in their midst. Imagine how unnerving that 
thought was…. 
 
 

Taking the Word to the Foreigners: 
 

Name some people you see struggling under 
enslavement. {Enslavement implies a loss of 
freedom, and could include alcohol, gambling, 
pornography, violence, swearing, unreasonable 
expectations, peer pressure, depression, low self-
esteem, food, abusive spouse….} 

 
In what way(s) will you help someone be free of 

something that enslaves her or him? 
 
In what way(s) can you forgive a debt? (This could 

include a past favor, a hurtful action, distrust, money 
disputes….) 

 
How would you act if you were told that the Messiah 

is in your midst and she or he had an important 
message for you? 

 
Whose dignity are you violating or willing to violate 

in order to protect your status and wealth? 
 
Do you experience the level of trust and 

communication needed to discern what is 
beneficial to your faith community? 

 

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through 

three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What 

images and feelings emerge in your imagination)  

“What is saving my life now is the conviction that there 

is no spiritual treasure to be found apart from the bodily 

experiences of human life on earth. My life depends on 

engaging the most ordinary physical activities with the 

most exquisite attention I can give them. My life depends 

on ignoring all touted distinctions between the secular 

and the sacred, the physical and the spiritual, the body 

and the soul. What is saving my life now is becoming 

more fully human, trusting that there is no way to God 

apart from real life in the real world.”  ― Barbara Brown 

Taylor,   An Altar in the World : A Geography of Faith  

 

“According to the Talmud, every blade of grass has its 

own angel bending over it, whispering, “Grow, grow.”  
― Barbara Brown Taylor,   An Altar in the World : A 

Geography of Faith 

““Our faith, therefore, is not in the words of the Bible. 

That would be fundamentalism. Our faith is in a 

person. Our faith is in the Lord who is revealing 

himself to us. He is the Word who is calling us into 

personal dialogue. Fundamentalism is a slavish 

idealization of words which inevitably leads to a 

rigid, closed-minded, dead-ended approach to the 

Bible. The Word calls us into a personal dialogue 

which, in many respects, is like Jacob’s wrestling 

with the angel (Genesis 32: 23-33). Only there, in 

that sort of personal involvement, do we come face-to

-face with the mystery that is God.”  ― Richard 

Rohr, The Great Themes of Scripture: Old Testament 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/71455.Barbara_Brown_Taylor
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/71455.Barbara_Brown_Taylor
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5833971
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/71455.Barbara_Brown_Taylor
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5833971
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/5833971
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/639714
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2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the 
reformation begun by Martin Luther. Declaration on 

the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist, is a 
declaration of the consensus achieved by Lutherans and 
Catholics as the result of ecumenical dialogue between 

the two communions between 1965 and 2015. 
III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/ROMAN 
CATHOLIC DIALOGUES— ELABORATED AND 
DOCUMENTED   

 

B. Ministry      14. Catholics and Lutherans agree that 
all the baptized who believe in Christ share in the 
priesthood of Christ. For both Catholics and 
Lutherans, the common priesthood of all the baptized 
and the special, ordained ministry enhance one 
another. 
   The Ministry in the Church affirmed that “martyria, 
leiturgia and diakonia (witness, worship and service to 
the neighbor) are tasks entrusted to the whole people of 
God. ... Through baptism all constitute the one priestly 

people of God (1 Peter 2:5, 9; Revelation 1:6; 5:10). 
While consciousness of the calling of the whole people 
of God had sometimes been neglected “in both our 
churches,” recent discussions have restored its 
prominence for ecclesiology and for the theology of 
ministry. Thus, it is possible to affirm that “the doctrine 
of the common priesthood of all the baptized and of the 
serving character of the ministries in the church and for 
the church represents in our day a joint starting point for 
Lutherans and Catholics” (§ 15). For both Catholics and 
Lutherans, there can be no competition between these 
two dimensions of the church’s life. “Instead, the special 
ministry is precisely service to the common priesthood of 
all ... so that the faithful can, each in his or her own 
place, be priests in the sense of the universal priesthood 
and fulfill the mission of the church in that 
place” (Apostolicity, § 275). Properly understood, then, 
“there is a differentiated referential relationship between 
the specific tasks of the general priesthood of all the 
baptized and of the ordained ministry” § 254). 

High school students Grant Lubben, Samuel Kenny, Conor Fortune (not pictured), 

Sean Hollett and Drew Pate ring the bells at Walmart to raise money for the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign. Thanks to the chaperones, Kristi Fortune, 
Barb Wilson and Kaileen Weaver.  
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

          

On hold until Covid numbers go down 
 

 

 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

 

Hello,   
 

Thank you for choosing to be part of the family at St. Paul. We are brothers and sisters in Christ’s Church 
and share in His promise for eternal life. 
 

We give thanks for the many ways you have supported the mission of this community throughout this most 
difficult year. Your gifts of treasure, time, talent and presence have allowed us to feel connected and 
joyfully serve. Your contributions allow the continuance of feeding kids through ALY, supporting the Jones 
County Food Pantry, participation in Forks and Friends, and the financially burdened through HACAP, the 
schools, the Anamosa Ministerial Association, our youth through WD4 and VBS, and pastoral care at ASP. 
We need to provide for our salaried staff to make all these things possible and to continue making Anamosa 
the community we want it to be 
 

As this Covid blight continues, we know the weariness that is creeping in on us. But we must remember the 
words from Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.” Because we have curtailed most face-to-face activities we 
have been able to reduce some of our expenditures. We have shaved $10,800 off salaries and benefits, 
$2,300 off benevolences, $1,300 off family and youth expenditures and $1,600 off worship expenses. This 
has been necessary because our giving has fallen more than $40,000 below budgeted since July 1st, 2020.  
 

We are asking you to prayerfully consider what you can do to financially support our Church. You can mail 
your offerings to the office at 103 E Cedar St or drop them in the locked mail box that hangs outside the 
door at the CE Building. If you would like to establish an electronic transfer for your regular giving, please 
contact Nancy Lyon Douglas at njldouglas@hotmail.com or 319-551-3358. 
Thank you for utilizing and managing all resources God provides for the glory and the betterment of His 
creation. 
 
Your Fellow Disciples,  
Jason Geltz, Nancy Douglas and Tom Sabotta 

mailto:njldouglas@hotmail.com

