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December 15, 2024  3rd Sunday of Advent 

 

Advent 3—Joy 

Till Shades of Fear are Gone 
An Advent Resource prepared by Rev. Erika Uthe 
 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  
Do not fear, O Zion;  
do not let your hands grow weak.  
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,  
a warrior who gives victory;  
he will rejoice over you with gladness,  
he will renew you in his love;  
-Zephaniah 3:16-17 
 

Imagine with me, for a minute, a victory that is won with gladness and love.  
 

A victory that comes when God’s presence is recognized and celebrated, no matter what is happening all 
around? A victory when the ‘lame and outcast’ are gathered together in God’s love, when shame is turned 
to praise? The book of Zephaniah seems to have been written while Josiah reigned as king of Judah, the 
southern kingdom. The book begins with words of judgment against unfaithful priests, those in power, and 
the wealthy who oppressed the poor and marginalized. Yet these harsh words of judgment at the coming 
Day of the Lord turn to promise and rejoicing as the Day of the Lord becomes a day of salvation, when fear 
is removed from among the people.  
 

But how might that sort of victory come about in today’s living? It seems like we, today, resemble the 
Jerusalem of the earlier parts of Zephaniah, the one whose wealthy and powerful continue to oppress the 
poor while getting rich off their labor. In the wealthiest nation in the world, fetal and maternal death rates 
have risen sharply in the last year and access to basic healthcare is becoming a privilege for the wealthy. 
Food insecurity is on the rise, food deserts more common, and inadequate housing continues to plague 
many hardworking people. It doesn’t seem like there’s much to rejoice about. Are we so different from 
God’s people in ancient times?  
 

It is no wonder that John the Baptist pairs the proclamation of the coming day of the Lord with a call to 
repentance. (And a good name-calling while he’s at it!) John tells his hearers to ‘bear fruit worthy of 
repentance,’ a sure sign that changed hearts go side by side with changed actions. For the person with two 
coats, that looks like sharing one. For those who extort money and get rich off of the vulnerable, John says 
simply to knock it off.  
 

So what about today? What does this day of the Lord look like then, a day when God is in the midst of the 
people, rejoicing over them as they rejoice that God has delivered them from fear? It looks like the church 
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exuberantly living in the joy of knowing that God’s love and salvation is for all people. It looks like the 
church being exactly who God created us to be: like a congregation I know who purchased $1M in 
medical debt and paid it off at a fraction of the cost, liberating hundreds of families. It looks like another 
congregation who decided to make their food pantry mobile to reach more rural and shut-in members of 
their community. It looks like children sharing their quarters, and parents teaching children what it 
means face the scary things in this world with the joy that only God can give. It looks like each and every 
disciple living a life of repentance and love.  
v 

God’s promise to bring justice to the world is a promise in which we can certainly rejoice. And we 
remember that joy is a fruit of the Spirit, much like John calls us to bear fruit worthy of repentance. 
Could, then, a spiritual practice of joy be our repentance this Advent? How would this Advent change for 
you if you just took a minute each and every day to rejoice in the fact that you’re alive, that God loves 
you, and that God has given you gifts to live out God’s love in the world? Or to simply sit and rejoice in a 
gifts God gives to you: a smile, a hug, a delighted sight of Christmas joy or snow? It can be easy to miss 
these moments of joy because of the weight of the world and all that is unjust. Yet rejoicing in God’s 
goodness can be as simple as acknowledging that God is in our midst already, and in those moments, 
rejoicing that fear is gone. Mary Oliver says it well in her poem, Don’t Hesitate:  
 
If you suddenly and unexpectedly feel joy,  

don’t hesitate. Give in to it. There are plenty  

of lives and whole towns destroyed or about  

to be. We are not wise, and not very often  

kind.  And much can never be redeemed.  

Still, life has some possibility left. Perhaps  

this is its way of fighting back, that sometimes  

something happens better than all the riches  

or power in the world. It could be anything,  

but very likely you notice it in the instant  

when love begins. Anyway, that’s often the case.  

Anyway, whatever it is, don’t be afraid  

of its plenty. Joy is not made to be a crumb.  

The Sunday Services on December 29th will be combined into one, Carols and 
Lessons service at 9:30 a.m.  Come and sing your favorite Christmas songs that tell 
the story of Jesus’s birth and the joy it brings to the world.  (Reminder, no services 
on December 25th or January 1st. 
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When: Wednesday, December 18th 
Time: 7:15pm 
Where: Church Sanctuary 
 
Please join our WD4 young people as they present the Advent Program. They will share their 
gifts of song, acting, narrative and love as they share just what the Advent Season is all about. 
The Program will start at 7:15 pm immediately following the church service. We will also have 
refreshments downstairs for a time of celebrating the gifts shared by our WD4 young people.  

Pounds for the Pantry Challenge 
 
We are still gathering food items for the Pantry Challenge.  The 
food bank is low on canned fruit and Hamburger Helper right 
now.  Please help if you can. Although we give all year long, this 
challenge only goes until December 31st.  Remember, they take 
everything and weigh it and each pound is equivalent to $1.   
 
After December 31, a winner will be declared and they will 
become the holder of the trophy.  Please consider joining this 
special effort to support people in need.  While we might become the “winner,” the real winners are the 
people in our community who we help feed. 

Hospitality:  A gift from the heart 

I would like to raise up an invitation for St. Paul people with a charism for serving/helping.    
 

We always have visitors, extended family, and some elderly or mobility restricted people who 
come to our Christmas Eve services.   Having to cross the Fellowship Hall to get to the elevator 
causes anxiety and exhaustion for some people, especially if they aren't aware of our space.    

I think it would be wonderful if we could have a couple of people, maybe a parent and child, a 
couple, or teenage friends, who posted themselves in the kitchen doorway near the southeast 
entrance of the church and offered welcome and/or assistance to those who enter 
there.  Perhaps others would do the same after the service but offering assistance at the 
elevator lower level doors.    

There are wheelchairs and mobility assistance devices under the coat rack on the lower level near 
the elevator.  If you feel moved to offer this gift of hospitality, simply come 45 minutes before 
the 3, 5, or 7 pm service, grab a wheelchair and your smile, and take up your post.  We are not 
going to schedule this but pray it will flow from the heart of our faith community.  Make a lasting 
impression!    

PRod  

Tree Walk Cafe' 
 

The Tree Walk will be December 13th (5-8 pm), 14th (12-8 pm), and 15th (noon-4pm) at the 
Lawrence Community Center with free admission.  Linda Kenny will be heading up the Tree Walk 
Café with Deb’s assistance this first year.    Please come out and see it for yourself and enjoy 
some food!!! 
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Blue Christmas 
 
There are those in our midst who have not experienced 
2024 as a year of favor, and some who struggle to find joy 
in this time of year. Some of us are grieving recent losses, 
others are carrying deep wounds from past hurts or broken 
relationships, and many are separated from loved ones by 
time or miles or fear of sickness. We want to gather as a 
faith community in prayerful support of each other, to pray 
for those unable to pray, and to be a loving presence when 
the world seems cold. We will hold a Blue Christmas service 
from 5:15-6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 17. Through a 
series of reflective readings, songs, candle lightings, and 
prayers of intention, we will be reminded of God’s 
incarnational love and healing power. All are welcome. This 
year, we will have tea and cookies in the Fellowship Hall 
until 6:30. You will be invited to share a story of a loved one, 
if you like. Your RSVP is always appreciated to help with our 
planning (call 319.462-4841 or 319.389-6153 by 12/16). 
Peace to your hearts as you consider joining us for this 
prayerful experience. 

 

Season 2 of the Chosen                           Scripture related to the story 

1. Jan. 5  Thunder                      Mk.3:17; Lk 9:51-56; Jn. 4:39-42 

2. Jan. 12  I Saw You            Jn. 1:43-51; Jn. 6:5-7; Jn. 12:20-22; Jn. 14:8-9 

3. Jan. 19  Matthew 4:24        Mt. 12:46-50 

4. Jan. 26 The Perfect Opportunity    Lev. 23:33-43; Zeph. 3:15-20; Zech. 14:16; Jn. 5:1-13 

5. Feb 2  Spirit                Jn. 5:14-15 

6. Feb 9  Unlawful            Mk. 2:23-28; 3:1-6; Mt. 12:1-14; Lk 6:1-11 

7. Feb 16  Reckoning          Lk 11:1-3 

8. Feb. 23 Beyond Mountains        Mt. 5-7 

 

 

 

Season 2 of the Chosen  A LEARNING OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL AGES 
 
Beginning Sunday, January 5th and for 8 
consecutive Sundays, we’ll gather in the 
church by 6:00 p.m. to watch an episode of 
the Chosen, Season 2, on the BIG screen.  
Afterwards, we’ll gather for conversation 
based on the episode, and wrap up by 8:00 
pm.  No registration is necessary.  Join us 
when you are able! 

Help is needed for our Christmas Eve worship services.  If you would be 
willing to help, please sign up on the sheet on the back table at church.  
Contact Barb Kleis at 319-480-1196 if you have questions. 
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Outreach Opportunities 
 

     The Giving Tree 
 

As tradition has served, in conjunction with HACAP, 
St Paul Lutheran has pledged to fulfill giving to 
fourteen children and their families this year.  Your 
wrapped gifts need to be returned by December 

14th so they can be picked up by the family.  Your 
generosity will be appreciated by the families going 
through challenging times and for spreading love to those in need. 

ELCA Good Gifts  
 

God’s love in Jesus is a gift.  ELCA Good Gifts is just one way we 
can share that love as we celebrate Jesus’ birth.  
 
What can our gifts do?  $25 seems like a drop in the bucket when 
you think of a water system, but many drops in that bucket could 
add up to a water system that can serve 500 people. 
 
Please visit the display in the church entrance during Advent, and 
prayerfully consider your gifts. 

 

 

Thank you to all who came out and supported the Can Drive in October. We just re-
ceived the check for that and raised $547.70 for the youth Mission Trip! Keep saving 
your cans, bottles and glass for our next drive!  
     -St. Paul Youth  
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Tuesday, Dec 10 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Dec 11  
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Readings/Prayer:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
   Comm Server: Ken Humpal 
   PowerPoint: Beth Hora                                        
Sunday, Dec 15 
*  8:00 am Service                                      
  Comm Prep: Linda Kenny 
  Greeters: Mark/Rhonda Bickford 
  Readings/Prayers: Grace Lubben 
  Comm Servers: Lubben Family 
  PowerPoint: Lubben Family 
*  10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Greeters: Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen 
  Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyons Douglas 
  Comm Servers:  Dan/Marilyn Lambertsen 
  PowerPoint:  Addie Dales 
  Livestream: Ingrid Vaughn 
Tuesday, Dec 17 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Dec 18  
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Darla Algoe 
   Greeters: Darla Algoe 
   Readings/Prayer:  Beth Hora 
   Comm Server: Beth Hora 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell      
Sunday, Dec 22 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Ed/Jan Allaire 
  Greeters: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Readings/Prayers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  Comm Servers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Linda Kenny  
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Ralph/Sandra Andresen 
  Greeters:  Ralph/Sandra Andresen 
  Readings/Prayers: Shaun Lambertsen family 
  Comm Servers:  Shaun Lambertsen family 
   PowerPoint: Ella Giegerich 
  Livestream: Luke Chrisman 
Tuesday, Dec 24 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Dec 25 
*  8:00 am No Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  No Service 
   Comm Prep:  
   Greeters:  
   Readings/Prayer:   
   Comm Server:  
   PowerPoint:   
                           

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please contact Nancy 
Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a 
family to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and 
canned pasta sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or 
beef, Hamburger Helper items are great.  Clients also like 
pancake mix and pancake syrup.  Canned fruits or 
vegetables are great too.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
December: Sherri Evans, Xmas Eve-B/M Lubben 
January:  Darla Algoe  
February:  Valerie Lambertsen 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
December:  Myra Powell 
January:  Barb Kleis 
February:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website, 
YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, 
especially Jan Allaire.  For peace in our nation & world, for 
safety in our schools and communities and for those seeking 
a safe home. To add a name call or email  Kathy at 319-462
-4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 
4 weeks and may be renewed.   

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally Grow 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all 
generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the 
people of St. Paul will be known as disciples of Christ in 
the World. 

Readings for December 22 — Luke 1:26-45 (45-56) 

            Psalm 113 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service  
will be held at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service  

will be held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service 
will be held at church 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Dec 13, 14, 15   Tree Walk Café @ LCC  

Dec 16   Council Mtg 6:30 @ Fellowship Hall 

Dec 17  Blue Christmas 5:15-6:30 pm (church) 

Dec 18   WD4 Advent Program @ 7:15 pm 

Dec 20   The STAR movie 6:30-8:00 pm (church) 

Dec 24     Christmas Eve 3, 5, 7:00 pm Service 

Dec 25-31    Christmas Day (office closed)  No Service on Dec 25th  

Dec 29    One service @ 9:30 am 

 

2025 

Jan 1   Office Closed, no service 

Jan 12   “Building for the Future with Hope” Mtg 3-5 pm at Church 

Feb 19 & 23   Bishop Current will be preaching here 


