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December 21, 2025—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Town Hall Recap:  Sanctuary Updates & Seating Conversations 
 
Over the past two Sundays, we held two town hall meetings to share information and listen to feedback 
regarding upcoming updates to our sanctuary.  Winter weather limited attendance, we were grateful for 
the thoughtful questions, respectful dialogue and spirit of care for our worship space that everyone 
brought to the conversations. 
 
While there were a wide range of questions, which we appreciate, the overall sense from both meetings 
was that most people understand why we are exploring chairs as a seating option—even if chairs are 
not everyone’s personal preference.  A small number of individuals remained opposed, and their 
concerns were heard and noted.  Our goal in these meetings was not to vote, but to be transparent, to 
listen well, and to help the congregation begin imagining future possibilities for our shared space. 
 
Some Key Questions & Responses 
 
Comfort & Stability 
• Several questions focused on comfort for larger individuals and older people dealing with stability 

when standing up without a pew to hold onto. 
• A couple people spoke about being in a church and also an assisted living facility that had chairs in 

their chapel and that they were stable and older people adjusted to the seating. 
 
Cost Considerations 
• Refinishing pews would cost approximately $1,000 per pew.  With 24 pews on the main floor, that 

total would be $24,000. 
• Replacing cushions on the pews with new fabric to match the design would cost $170 to $200 

dollars per pew so for 24 pews it would be about $4,800 dollars for just materials.  We do not have 
a labor cost at this time. 

• Replacing sanctuary seating with chairs would cost approximately $7,500. 
 
Half Pews / Half Chairs 
• Several people suggested a “compromises” of half pews and half chairs. 
• While this idea is understandable, it still limits flexibility and continues to restrict how the space can 

be used. 
• One of the primary goals of moving to chairs is the ability to fully reimagine the space—for 

worship, youth ministry, small groups, special services, funerals, and community events.  A mixed 
setup would continue to hinder that vision. 

 
More Questions 
• Seating capacity with chairs is comparable to current pew seating. 
• Chairs can be easily moved to adjusted for those with limited neck mobility. 
• Many modern chairs include hymnal racks.  Envelope and pencil holders, and stacking options. 
• Our custodian shared that carpet tiles and chairs would be practical and easy to clean. 
• Questions about flooring downstairs (carpet, tile, basement moisture, vinyl tile safety) are being 

carefully evaluated as part of the broader renovation plan for the Fellowship Hall. 
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Town Hall Continued—Page 2 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
Pastor Rodney recently shared the image of planting a tree for shade we may never sit under.  This 
conversation is very much in that spirit.  Chairs or pews do not determine how holy a space is, but how 
we care for and prepare that space can help support ministry for generations to come.  We invite 
everyone to continue being part of the conversation. 
 
What Happens Next  
 
Rather than holding another town hall meeting, we will be providing opportunities for continued 
conversation in other ways.  A trifold display is in the back of the church outlining the pros and cons of 
chairs as well as flooring options being considered for the Fellowship Hall. 
 
You will find material samples to view.  These will remain on display through the new year, giving you 
time to look them over at your own pace. 
 
A comment and question box is available for anyone who would like to share ideas, concerns, 
suggestions, or questions with the design team.  Every comment submitted will be read and considered 
as decisions are made.  If you would like to be contacted, pleased include your name and number. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful engagement, your care for our shared worship space, and your 
willingness to imagine what this space might become—both for today and for those who will gather here 
in the years ahead. 
 
Sincerely:  Dean Niklasen, Shelby Hollett, Jason Geltz, Laura Niklasen, Lynn Decious, Scott Chrisman 
and Nancy Stout 

Advent Prayers 
Dec 17—Compassion—Lord, as you crown us with love and compassion, clothe us with your 
compassion so we may be compassionate to others.  (Psalm 103:4) 
Dec 18—Contentment—Father, help us learn the blessing and the secret of being content in any and 
every situation through him who gives them strength.  (Philippians 4:12-13) 
Dec 19—Faith—Plant the seed of faith deep in our hearts that it may find root and grow in our lives with 
ever increasing depth and scope.  (Luke 17:5-6) 
Dec 20— Hope—Fill our hearts with hope even in times of struggle because we know the Holy Spirit has 
been poured into our hearts and will not disappoint us.  (Romans 5:4-5) 
Dec 21—Biblical Self Esteem—Spirit, empower us to develop a healthy, strong else esteem that is 
rooted in the realization that we are God’s Workmanship, created in Christ Jesus.  (Ephesians 2:10) 
Dec 22—Prayerfulness—Grant, Lord that our days may be marked by power of a prayerful life as we 
learn to pray in the Spririt on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  (Ephesians 8:18) 
Dec 23—Gratitude—Help us to live lives that are always overflowing with thankfulness and always giving 
thanks to God the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  (Ephesians 5:20) 
Dec 24—A heart for missions—Lord, please help us to develop a desire to see your glory and 
marvelous deeds declared among all peoples as we seek to make disciples of all nations.  (Matthew 
28:19-20) 
Dec 25—Celebrate the King!  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s 
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time 
on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.  (Isaiah 9:6-7) AMEN  
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In this Gaudete Week of Joy, we celebrate Ways we have been vessels of mercy, 
compassion, and grace? 
 
Helping mom with cooking and cleaning and chores so she worries less. 
 
Helped with homework 
 
Providing love 
 
Helped at Tree Walk 
 
Showing clerks and servers and elderly patience and gratitude 
 
Supporting veterans 
 
Sharing smiles with strangers and friends 
 
Giving people the benefit of the doubt and not judging 
 
Listening as others share their pain 
 
Angel Tree and gift giving 
 
Staying in touch with others 
 
Inviting others to church and doing my best to live out God’s teachings 
 
Helping a new family get the resources they need 
 
Being Open minded 
 
Spending time with family 
 
Listening to others without correcting or interrupting them 
 
Praying for other’s healing 
 
Welcoming someone back after being away 
 
By forgiving someone who did me wrong 
 
Helping grandparents with what they need 
 
Feeding baby opossums and caring for animals 
 
Supporting a friend who is grieving 
 
Helped with snow removal 
 
Giving teachers grace during this busy time of the year 
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St Paul Finance Committee Report - November 2025 
 
Father, according to Your Word, I stand in unshakable faith, based on Your Word, ready to receive 
from You. I am a tither and a giver. Thank You for providing abundantly above all that I could ask or 
think. Thank You, that You meet all my needs according to Your riches in glory by Christ Jesus and for 
multiplying my seed sown so that I may give into every good work. In Jesus’ Name. Amen! 
  
Thank you for your generous donations to St. Paul.  Your support is vital to our ongoing efforts to 
create a welcoming and inclusive space where individuals can experience God’s love and find solace 
and strength. Your faithfulness in supporting St. Paul is deeply appreciated.  Your gifts of time, talent, 
and treasures help us to make a positive impact in the lives of others. 
 
Monthly Financials: 
 October 2025 Balances:  General Checking            $13,289.72 
           Memorial Accounts           $32,708.99  
           Land Maintenance and Development     $47,268.55  
           Building the Future with Hope Checking: $225,047.50 

 
 Income    10/2024 $18,028.86   Income   10/2025 $20,186.29 
 Expenses   10/2024 $26,005.70     Expenses  10/2025 $21,351.39 
  
November came in with weather that can make our lives more challenging than normal.  Snow and ice 
cause us to watch every step. Slipping and falling is hard on the body.  While there are challenges with 
the weather we need to stop and see the fresh coat of snow and the glistening crystals that are formed.  
We also see such joy in giving.  Helping a family that is down on their luck or struggling with a loss 
through the year.  This is a time where we prepare for the season where Jesus comes into the world as 
one of us. As we prepare for the season lets not forget St. Paul with your generosity so we can 
continue to do our ministry in our community. We continue to see our members being very generous 
and caring in our vibrant community. Thanks to the St. Paul community for supporting a vibrant ministry 
that sets us apart from other groups in the area.  
 
A reminder that we all can do our giving automatically through VANCO Faith.  Go to our 
stpaulanamosa.com, under more… tab use Give Online, select the designation box and follow the 
directions to set up your donation.  You can also go to: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z7JF/home 
 
Thank you for your generosity to St Paul Lutheran. 
 
David Oldham 

 

 

Outreach Opportunity for Advent  

We are entering a season where giving is more pronounced. Yes, we do give throughout the year, 
but when we celebrate the birth of Jesus our Love for one another seems to escalate. This 
year, more than ever, the basic needs in our community seem to be in a crisis. We as 
Christians can show the Love of Jesus through giving at St. Paul Lutheran, and we have the 
following opportunities:  

Noisy Offering- Will be  at each service during Advent, there will be a Noisy Offering collected for 
the benefit of those in need with Utility Assistance. Remember to bring your spare change to each 
service you attend. If you have any questions, on either of these initiatives you can contact Jerry 
Crowe at (317) 989-9165.  
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Wednesday,  Dec 24 
*  3:00 pm  Service 
   Comm Prep: Bob/Darla Algoe 
   Greeters: Bob/Darla Algoe 
   Readings/Prayers:  Bob/Darla Algoe 
   Comm Server: Bob/Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint:  Beth Hora 
*  5:00 pm  Service 
   Comm Prep:  
   Greeters:  
   Readings/Prayers:  Amy Fuller-Belding 
   Comm Server:  Fred/Lindsey Austin /Don Hardersen 
   PowerPoint:  Deb Hardersen 
* 7:00 pm  Service 
   Comm Prep: Dave/Deb Oldham 
   Greeters:  
   Readings/Prayers:  Paula Sisler 
   Comm Server: Dave/Deb Oldham /Paula Sisler 
   PowerPoint:   
Sunday, Dec 28 @ 9:00 am 
 Comm Prep:  Barb Wilson 
 Greeters:  CJ Sullivan Family 
 Readings/Prayers:  Chrisman Family 
 Comm Server:  Chrisman Family 
 PowerPoint:  Ella Giegerich 
 Livestream:  Luke Chrisman 

Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy 
Lyon Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday 
evenings at 6:00 pm & Thursday Evenings at 7:00pm  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones 
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 
Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal 
donation will enable a family to “make a meal,” so items 
such as pasta and canned pasta sauce, canned tuna 
and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger Helper items are 
great.  Personal care items are always welcome.  Many 
people who don’t use food stamps don’t know that those 
on food stamps can’t use that money for personal care 
items—only food.  So, personal care items would be 
great. 

Bread Bakers:  
December:  Sherri Evans; Xmas Eve:  Brian Lubben 
January:  Darla Algoe 
February:  Valerie Lambertsen 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
December:  Myra Powell 
January:  Barb Kleis 
February:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website, 
YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort especially 
Kathy Franzenburg whose husband Bill died peacefully on 12/7/25.  
For peace in our nation & world, for safety in our schools and 
communities and for those seeking a safe home.  

To add a name call or email Kathy at 319-462–4841 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.  

Readings for December 24 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

 Psalm  96:7-10 

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally row 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all generations, 
backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul will 
be known as disciples of Christ in the World. 

ST PAUL DIRECTORY 
 

Staff 2025-2026 
 

Pastor:  Rodney Bluml 
Worship:  (319) 389-6153 
blumlwa@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Assistant:   
Kathy Brunssen 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
(319) 462-4841 
 

Children's Youth Family Ministry (CYFM ) 
Kaileen Weaver 
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  
(951) 553-5728   (319) 462-4841 
 

Mailing/Office Address: 
103 E Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
(319) 462-4841 
 

Church Website: 
www.stpaulanamosa.com  

 

Church Council Executive Officers 
 
Council President:  Scott Chrisman 
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 431-1320 
 

Council Vice President:  Jason Geltz 
Grounds/Maintenance (319) 533-3189 
 

Council Treasurer:  David Oldham 
Finance  (319) 560-3518 
 

Council Secretary: Shelby Hollett  
Stewardship/Discipleship  (319) 480-8529 
Future with Hope Committee 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
mailto:cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service  
will be held at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service  

will be held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service 
will be held at church 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Dec 17   Advent/Christmas Program during 6:00 pm service 

Dec 21   1st Day of Winter 

Dec 24   Christmas Eve Services @ 3pm, 5pm & 7pm 

Dec 25    Christmas Day—Office closed 

Dec 28   Sunday service only @ 9 am 

Dec 31   Blood Donation 9 am-12 pm —Fellowship Hall 

Jan 1   New Years Day 

Jan 3   Confirmation Retreat 9 am -3 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Jan 5   Women’s Bible Study 12:45-3 pm 

Jan 15   HACAP 

Jan 19   All Leadership Mtg 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall 


