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January 1, 2023   1st Sunday of Christmas 

Mark your calendar!!  St Paul Luthern Church’s 100th Anniversary  
Meal & Games Event  

 
On Sunday, January 15th from 11:45-2, we will be hosting a meal consisting of 
maidrites and hotdogs, chips and drink for a free will donation.  We will also be 
playing bingo with one adult prize and one child prize.  Come join us and have 
great fun and fellowship!   

100th Anniversary Directory 
 

Please keep in mind the photo deadline for the 100th 
Anniversary Photo Directory is Sunday January 29th.  
Send them in to singzalot76@aol.com 
 

*Please note, professionally taken photos need a release from the company 
to be able to be printed in our directory. Your personal photos are greatly 
appreciated! 
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1st Sunday of Christmas 
Psalm 132:10-18   
A prayer that God’s promise and favor would not be withheld from David’s descendants on the throne of 
Judah. The condition of the above verses was more than the physical house of David would do, and so they 
were divided into two kingdoms. What David’s physical lineage could not do in keeping God’s law; the seed 
of David fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. This kingdom is not only a physical kingdom, but is a spiritual 
kingdom in that He set it up in all believers. The biggest word in the verse above is, “if”. You see, the sin of 
the physical house of David brought their downfall. God chose Zion not only to build upon it the temple in a 
literal sense, and for the place of his worship, but also for the seat of his majesty, and over which he has set 
his Son as King. And all this from the love he bears to Zion, which, in a figurative and spiritual sense, is his 
church, His people, whom he has chosen to experience grace and glory for his service and honor (see Psalm 
78:67). 
 

Matthew 1:1-17 NIV                                                                                                                                                           
The genealogy of Jesus {the listing of his descendants} does not function as a literal historical telling of all 
generations. Matthew intentionally presents it at the beginning of the gospel to establish Jesus’ connection 
with Abraham, the Father of the Faith, and King David from whose line the Messiah must come, Ancient 
genealogies established a family’s honor in a culture where honor was a pivotal value, Having been driven 
from Jerusalem and their Temple destroyed, the people must choose their loyalty, In order for the people to 
choose the Way of Jesus over the reformed Rabbinical Judaism, it was important for them to know that Jesus 
was fully human and fully Jewish but that he had been honorably set aside by God for service to His people, 
Matthew recounts the genealogy in a way that connects him with the significant prophets, priests, and kings 
of their common tradition, Jesus was the fulfillment of all the prophecies about the Messiah.  
 

In the list, there are three groups of fourteen ancestors, Seven is the biblical number for completeness, so 
fourteen becomes double the emphasis, In Jesus, God’s efforts on behalf of the people are completed or 
perfected, Matthew also breaks with tradition to include several women in the list who are not of Jewish 
ancestry, Each of them, Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and the wife of Uriah the Hittite, (whom King David had killed 
after he found out Bathsheba was pregnant with his child) played a significant role in continuing the line of 
kings or messiahs (anointed ones), for the life of the nation, and all of creation, Matthew is hinting to his 
community that they must get along with the Gentiles (non-Jews) because they have been players in God’s 
plan of salvation from the beginning. 
 

*“While western Protestantism has tended to focus its theology on the salvation of individuals, the New 
Testament, including Matthew, declares that God has acted in Jesus to renew all of creation. Attention to 
individual salvation isn’t wrong, but according to the New Testament, all of creation is encompassed in God’s 
salvation and renewal, {Perhaps the more complete understanding of salvation is to see our own wrapped up 
in the salvation of the whole.}  Matthew, more so than the other gospels, presents Jesus as “king” from 
David’s house (see, for example, Matthew 2:2, 25:3-34), But our writer also insists Jesus is not a king like 
David who defeated his enemies with weapons of war (see Matthew 26:51-52). Instead, Jesus is also “Son of 
Abraham” which hearkens back to the beginning of Israel’s story and God’s promise that through Abraham 
and his offspring “all the families of the earth” would be blessed (Genesis 12:2-3). So, Matthew affirms Jesus 
Messiah as the promised king from David’s lineage, a clear political claim in that time. But Jesus does not 
rule Israel as David had done. Instead, he comes to bless all nations and all people in a renewing kingdom 
which belongs to God, not Caesar. 
 

Matthew’s genealogy, then, announces immediately that God is fulfilling promises to renew creation, that 
Jesus Messiah is a “king” in David’s lineage who has come to bless “all the families of the earth” as a son of 
Abraham. Welcoming and blessing all people is a key aspect of God’s renewal (see, for example, Isaiah 2:2-
4, Matthew 28:19). Therefore, Jesus is not a king like David who used violence and ruled Israel against other 
nations. The blessing of “all” includes those whom others have judged harshly as dishonorable and “slutty” 
but whom God saw differently and through whom God worked. Therefore, this genealogy can call to us to ask 
ourselves if our understanding of salvation is large enough to receive the renewal which God has launched. 
And it challenges us to question our judgments regarding who is honorable and who is not, who is included in 
God’s renewal and who is not, and those whom God uses and does not use.” 
(*portion borrowed from commentary provided by Mitzi Minor, Professor of New Testament, Memphis 
Theological Seminary, in Working Preacher from Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN) 
 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/authors/mitzi-minor
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Table Talks become Community Conversations and you are invited!!! 
 

In the months of September, October and November, 2022, 13 Table Talks were 
held in St. Paul parishioner homes. 87 people participated in the fellowship and 
sharing around the questions, “What fills your heart?  What breaks your heart?  
and, What do you need in your faith community?”  Many thanks to Barb Kleis and 
Scott Chrisman for their work in being scribes at the meetings and decanting the 
summary statements found below.  {Watch for the full lists in the coming weeks.} 
 

We consistently heard the request to continue this kind of gathering for people who 
would like a safe space to gather with a small group of people to openly discuss 
current issues of the heart and mind.  To honor that request, members have agreed 
to host additional gatherings in the new year called, “Community Conversations.” 
 

The goal is simply to build community through prayer and respectful dialogue.  We 
will offer three questions for the group to engage after prayer: 1) What is a high in 
your life? 2)  What is a low in your life?  3)  How does your faith inform the way 
you respond to isolation, mental illness, people who think differently than you, 
evil, scarcity, absent people, and/or other hurts in the world? 
 

You are asked to RSVP directly to the host.  Community Conversations offered in 2023 are: 
 

Tuesday Jan. 10, 6:30 p.m. at Darla & Bob Algoe’ home                    231.329-2566        algoedarla@gmail.com 
Sunday Jan. 22, 2:00 p.m. at Paula & Serge Sisler’s home                  319.560-1053        greendollar@earthlink.net 
Tuesday, Jan. 24, 7:00 p.m. at Nancy & Dick Stout’s home                319.480-1336        nancyannstout@gmail.com 
Thursday, Feb. 2, 6:30 p.m. at Tom Sabotta & Sherri Evan’s home    319.721-8510        sherri.evans@gmail.com 
 

2022  Table Talk Summaries: What fills your heart 
 

  Blessings:      Family:  
    - Kindnesses shown        - Support for each other 
               - Signs from God        - Local Role Models for Christian living 
               - Feeling of contentment        - Spending time together          
                         - Multi-generational relationships 
 

             Church:      Serving others/volunteering: 
              -Welcoming community              - Brings joy 
              - People returning          - Have multiple opportunities 
              - Music           
              - Vibrant youth program 
 

             God’s Creation:      Small group fellowship: 
              - Nature          - Comfortable setting 
              - Animal Companions/Pets                                           - Build relationships 
              - Seasons       - Share freely 
 

What breaks your heart 
            Evil in the world:                                  Isolation: 
              - Bullying                                           - Erased/Forgotten traditions       
              - War, Violence, particularly against children     - Impersonal communication 
              - Hatred in politics                                 - Mental illness 
 
       Social Media impact:                                Inability to fix issues: 
             - Little/no accountability for truthfulness          - Food insecurity 
             - People can post things anonymously               - Kids in poor home environments 
             - Kids exposed to inappropriate material          - Family members not believing in God 
 

          Changes in church:                           People who are struggling/hurting: 
            - Conflicts with scheduling, especially youth               - Drug addictions 
            - So few families in weekly worship                    - Those not accepted or treated kindly 
            - People not returning after Covid                     - Those who don’t have support 
              

        

mailto:algoedarla@gmail.com
mailto:greendollar@earthlink.net
mailto:nancyannstout@gmail.com
mailto:sherri.evans@gmail.com
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What do you need from your faith community? 
 
            Worship services:                              Acceptance: 
                - Variety of worship styles/music                     - Welcoming to all 
                - Sermons that relate Biblical times to our own lives       - Understanding for those not in worship  
                - “Special” services like portrayals       
 

           Multi-generational relationships:                       Learning opportunities 
              - All ages benefit                                                  - Adult classes 
              - Youth have voice in the church                         - Women’s Bible Study 
              - Youth participate in worship                              - Clarification on ELCA theology 
 

           Support each other:                                      Fellowship: 
            - Pastor, staff, and members who are comforting        - Small group social events 
            - Reach out to those in need                                      - People to participate 
            - Personally invite members to re-engage                   - No specific agenda required 
            - Identify needs for support – meals, visits, etc.         - No need to always put out offering baskets 

Join us for our 2nd Annual Family Night @ the LCC Saturday,  
January 21st from 6-8pm. We will have Crafts, Board Games,  
Basketball, Volleyball, Corn hole & Dodgeball ( I think we need to 
do another parent vs. kids battle to end the night)  
 
There will be cookies and juice as a light refreshment throughout 
the night. Please feel free to reach out if you have Any questions!   

 
 
 
 

 Attention 70+ Seniors:  Several St. Paul members have made tax exempt 

donations to our church by using distributions from their retirement accounts. 

Taxpayers who are 70 1/2 or older can transfer funds from a traditional IRA 

account tax free to a charitable organization, such as St. Paul, with all or part of 

their Required Minimum Distribution. This is called a “Qualified Charitable 

Distribution” and any bank or investment advisor can help you do this.  It is a 

great way to support the work of St. Paul and reap the benefit of paying less 

taxes, as well. 
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A Weekly Men’s Scripture/Book Study is 
meeting at 8:00 A.M. on Wednesday mornings 
in the lower level of the CE building. All are 
welcome.  
 

Questions call Serge Sisler or Ed Gerst.  

Collecting Pill Bottles 

We are now collecting only 
amber colored pill bottles with no 
labels that are clean and dry for 
the Community Free Clinic in 
Cedar Rapids. Drop them off in 
the back of the church in the box 

 
"Pounds for the Pantry" 
Food Challenge 
We invite you to 
participate in collecting 
food for the Jones County 
Community Food 
Bank. The drive begins 
October 1st and runs 
through December 31st. 
 
If you would like to make a monetary contribution to 
“pounds for the pantry” you may do so through the 
regular offering by indicating it is for the food pantry, 
every dollar donated will be worth one pound of food.  

 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

Available 24 Hours 
Languages:  English, Spanish 

800-273-8255 

 

Scripture Study Gatherings 

Each Tuesday, a group of people interested in 
the Scriptures gather for conversation on a 
Zoom call from 1:30-3:00 p.m.  We discuss the 
current week's Narrative Lectionary readings.  If 
you are looking for some respectful, friendly, 
and provocative exploration of the Bible, feel 
free to join us at this link:  https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917  or contact 
Pastor Rodney for more information. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2391467917
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Viewing of the Chosen, Season Two will 
continue between services and will be shown 
on the following Sundays.   January 8, 15, 22, 
29, and February 5. Thanks to Scott Chrisman 
for facilitating this opportunity and for leading 
the discussion. 
 

The chosen is a drama series created and 
directed by American filmmaker Dallas 
Jenkins. Jenkins’ intention was not only to dig 
deeper into the people who encountered Jesus 
and to see Jesus through the eyes of those who 
met him, but also to show him in a way that is 
more “personal, intimate, and immediate.”  The 
series writers made use of a consultation team 
that included a Rabbi, a Catholic priest, and an 
evangelical theologian to assist in the authentic 
portrayal of Jesus as a first century Jewish man 
in the Roman Empire. 

Reminder of our Church Envelopes 
 

Your church envelopes were 
ordered a few months ago, but the 
company we use has been behind 
all year because of insufficient help. They are 
working 12 hour days trying to get them done as 
soon as possible, but they don’t guarantee that 
we will have them before the first of the year.  
Sorry for the inconvenience.  You will be 
notified as soon as we receive them. 

ST PAUL DIRECTORY 
 

Staff 
 

Pastor:  Rodney Bluml 
blumlwa@gmail.com 
(319) 389-6153 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
Kathy Brunssen 
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
(319) 462-4841 
 

Children's Youth Family Ministry (CYFM ) 
Kaileen Weaver 
kaileenlove99@gmail.com 
(951) 553-5728 
 

Custodial Care:  Alex Kenny 
(319) 462-5698 
 

Church Address: 
201 N Ford Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Mailing/Office Address: 
103 E Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
(319) 462-4841 
 

Church Website: 
www.stpaulanamosa.com  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 
Council President:  Jason Geltz 
(319) 533-3189 
 

Council Vice President:  Nancy Stout 
(319) 480-1336 
 

Council Secretary: Michele Countryman 
(319) 480-5948 
  
Council Member:  Fred Austin 
(319) 480-1274 
 
Council Member:  Scott Chrisman 
(319) 854-7718 
 
Council Member:  Angie Coyle 
(319) 480-6987 
 
Council Member:  Jamie Hamblin 
(319) 389-8033 
 
Council Member:  Susan Koppenhaver 
(319) 423-1976 
 

Council Member:  Dustin Paulson 
(563) 299-0114 
 

Cuncil Member:  Addi Dales 
(319) 404-9609 
 
Treasurer & Visitation Ministry: 
Nancy Lyon Douglas 
njdouglas@hotmail.com 
(319) 551-3358 
 

 

Time to Update Your Information 
 
Before we print the new directory, we 
need any new/different information 
that you need updated in our system.  
This could be a new address, add or 
delete a phone number, etc.  We want 
to make sure all the information we 
have on you and your family is current.  
Please send any updates to me, Kathy 
Brunssen at: 
stpaullutheran@gmail.com or call me 
at 319-462-4841.  Thank you in 
advance!! 
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Bread Bakers:  
January:  Darla Algoe 
February:  Valerie Lambertsen 
March:  Staci Sullivan 
 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
January:  Barb Kleis 
February:  Ralph & Sandy Andresen 
March:  Myra Powell 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or 
comfort. For peace in our nation & world, for 
safety in our schools and communities and 
for those seeking a safe home. To add a name call 

or email  Kathy at 462-4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. 
Names will be listed for 4 weeks and may be renewed.   

Next Week’s Readings 
January 8, 2023 
Matthew 3:1-17 
Psalm 2:7-8 
 

 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please 
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Urgent help is 
needed at the Jones County Community Food 
Bank - food and funds have fallen critically low. 
For the last few months, the number of families 
and individuals requesting foods has been 
increasing and the shelves are almost bare. 
Funds are also being diminished by the demands 
of purchasing food at higher prices. 
 

To donate money, checks may be written to 
Jones County Community Food Bank and mailed 
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. 
Items needed this week: Peas, pancake mix and 
syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and personal 
care items. Please place items in the back of the 
church for collection by St. Paul volunteers OR 
call the Food Bank to make delivery 
arraignments (462-4343) 

 

 
 

Creatively Connect 
 

Intentionally Grow 
 

Joyfully Serve 

 

 

Wednesday, December 28 
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm Service  
   Comm Prep:  Paula Sisler  
   Greeters: Serge/Paula Sisler 
 Reader & Prayers: Serge/Paula Sisler 
   Comm Server:  Paula Sisler 
 PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 
*8:00 am 
 Comm Prep:  Nancy Stout 
 Greeters:  Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans 
   Reader: Tom Sabotta 
 Prayers:  Nancy Stout 
   PowerPoint: Linda Kenny 
   Comm servers:  Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans 
10:30am   
 Comm Prep:  Barb Kleis 
 Greeters:  Fred Austin Family 
   Reader: Barb Kleis 
 Prayers:  Bryan Austin 
   PowerPoint: Eli L 
  Livestsream:  Dean L. 
   Comm servers:  Fred Austin 
Wednesday, January 4 
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm Service  
   Comm Prep:  Darla Algoe 
 Greeters:  Darla Algoe 
   Reader: Darla Algoe 
 Prayers:  Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
   Comm server:  Darla Algoe 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 
*8:00 am 
 Comm Prep:  Jeff / Kristi Fortune 
 Greeters:  Mike / Nancy Bickford 
   Reader: Barry Anderson 
 Prayers:  Barry Anderson 
   PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
   Comm servers:  Jeff / Kristi Fortune 
10:30am   
 Comm Prep:  DJ/Donna Condry 
 Greeters:  DJ/Donna Condry 
   Reader: Kathy Dornbusch 
 Prayers:  Kathy Dornbusch 
   PowerPoint: Simon R. 
   Livestsream:  Sebastian G. 
   Comm servers:  DJ/Donna Condry 
Wednesday, January 11 
8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 
6:00pm Service  
   Comm Prep:  Marlene Serbousek 
 Greeters:  Marge Bohlken 
   Reader: Beth Hora 
 Prayers:  Beth Hora 
   PowerPoint: 7th/8th WD4 
   Comm server:  Kaileen Weaver 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 
 

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 
 
Larry Dougherty      1/2       Donna Martensen     1/19      
Debbie Hardersen     1/2       Michele Lubben     1/20 
Greg Heims               1/2       Kristy Robertson     1/20 
Deb Oltmann           1/4       Darcie Tenley      1/23 
Jeff Wilken               1/4       Nancy Bickford     1/25 
Bob Klinkkammer     1/6       Christine Miler     1/25 
Nora Loney      1/6       Jenna Schmieg      1/27 
Steve Smith      1/7       Reva Van Antwerp     1/28 
Dixie Rickels      1/7       Eian Countryman      1/28 
Laura Secrist     1/8       Gabe Countryman     1/28 
Kristi Grassfield    1/9       Jay Willems       1/29 
Kyle Weber      1/15       Scott Wheeler      1/30 
Doris Herren       1/16       Kent Reynolds       1/30 
Sean Hollett       1/19       Maci Millard       1/31 


