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Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com

Fax: (319) 462-4843

Plans for returning to WD4
and In-Person Worship

St Paul Lutheran leadership is making
plans to return to in-person WD4 and
Wednesday Worship beginning 6:00 -
7:00 p.m., Jan. 13, 2021. This service
will be recorded and shared on our

YouTube Channel each week. We will
again follow Covid protocols. We can safely

welcome about 30 people to worship. Please
call the church office by noon on
Wednesday to reserve spaces for the
Wednesday services. The addition of a
Sunday worship is being discussed but is
not yet available.

Return to In-Person Worship Protocol

Two chairs in the back of the vestibule will be reserved
for the ushers. A presider chair will be placed in the
sanctuary. Attendance will be by reservation
through the St. Paul Office. To place your request,
contact the office via email
(stpaulanamosa@gmail.com) or phone (319.462-
4841) by noon on Wednesday. Please indicate how
many will be in your party; family clusters of three
adults or less will be counted as one pew. Your
reservation will be confirmed. If you do not receive a
confirmation, presume the seats are full and place your
request for the next available service. We will work to
rotate the reservations through the members, so realize
that you will not be able to attend every time you
request. With patience, this will become a prayerful
experience. The Wednesday service will be recorded
and posted online.

Report to the usher’s station in the vestibule to have
your temperature checked before entering the

Continued on page 4

Anamosa Community Blood Drive

Thursday, January 7 2:00 pm — 6:00 pm
St. Paul Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

Sign up online at
https://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/
schedules/drive schedule/90186

or with Trevor Hulett at
thulett@fmbank.biz

***Please make an appointment.
Walk-ins will not be allowed to make

sure that social distancing guidelines are
met. MASKS ARE REQUIRED

As a special THANK YOU, all donors will
get a $10 gift card or long sleeved t-shirt.

Available for pick up in
the CE building “lobby”
Christ in Our Home
2021 Budget Envelopes
2019 Church Directory

Please stop in during Lois’ business hours or call
to make other arrangements.

Reminder: Office Closed
December 31 & January 1
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Council Minutes
December 12, 2020 — 6:30pm

Council Members Present: Jamie Hamblin, Barb Wilson, Shawn Countryman, Nancy Stout, Jason, Geltz, Rodney
Bluml, Tom Sabotta, Sean Hollett, Susan Koppenhaver, Angie Coyle, Doug Fairbanks

Not Present: N\A
Non-Council Attendees: Nancy Lyons Douglas, Treasurer
Executive Secretary: Michele Countryman

Welcome/check-in: The meeting began at 6:35 with lectio divina prayer using the lyrics of the song, “All Are
Welcome” by Marty Haugen.

Approve minutes from November meeting: No additions or corrections were raised. Motion to approve by
Angie Thomas and second by Susan Koppenhaver. Ayes Carry.

Old Business:
Payroll Protection Program forgiveness loan papers have been delivered to the bank and signed.

Committee Reports:

Grounds and Maintenance — New blinds were put up in the CE Building. Minger Mowing and Landscaping will
be doing snow removal again this year.

Outreach — Update on the Giving Tree — We supported 8 families with a total of 25 children. Each child got a
clothing item and toy. About 8-9 also got winter gear. Additional donations helped out with cleaning supplies
and food donations.

Worship — The worship committee recorded music for Christmas Eve service and for the Care Centers. Paster
will lead a Blue Christmas on Tuesday, December 22™ @ 4:30pm and will livestream it on Facebook.

Stewardship — The committee will be working on a plan for dealing with budget shortfall as a focus this
year. He has spoken with some people to participate after the new year as part of the committee. Right now, it
i1s Tom, Jason, and Nancy.

Youth/Family - five high schoolers that volunteered to do bell ringing for the Salvation Army. Twenty-three
WD4 families signed up to receive the Advent bag. The Advent Bag has a wreath, candle set, and prayers for
the season. It contains materials to lead prayers in their homes before Christmas so they could lead a domestic
church. Pastor indicated that we gave out about 40 bags total. WD4 is not currently meeting in person and will
see what happens after the new year. Also considering doing blanket making in January for the Willis Davis
Center.

New Business:
The Council discussed property and facilities

Communications: Nancy Stout shared a thank you note from Nancy Lyon-Douglas.

Agenda for Next Month: The executive committee will communicate and create the agenda for next month.
Upcoming Events: None at this time

Time and Date of Next Meeting: Monday, January 11, 2021

Adjourn/Closing Prayer: Tom Sabotta motioned to adjourn and Jamie Hamblin second the motion at 8:38pm.
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by Jamie Hamblin
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Balances of St. Paul Bank Accounts as of 11/30/2020:

CHECKING

General Fund Checking Acct.
Beginning Balance $53,829.17
Ending Balance = $47,418.38

Land Maint & Repair Checking Acct.
Beginning Balance $20,638.96
Ending Balance = $22,458.96

Memorial Trust Checking Account
Beginning Balance $6,175.11
Ending Balance  $6,175.11

Memorial Money Market Account

Beginning Balance $15,073.48
Ending Balance $15,078.44

SAVINGS

Land Development Savings Acct.
Beginning Balance $36,831.48
Ending Balance = $36,837.53

November 2020 Financial Synopsis

Giving: October giving is down significantly due to increase in covid and outside services coming
to an end. First three months of the year the average per month was $15.5K. October giving =
$9.8K November Giving = $15.9K YTD $72.3K vs budget to date of $116.1K

General Account Activity:
Salaries, benefits, taxes this month were $13.5K vs $15.8K budget YTD = Act $68.2K vs
budget of $79.0K
Family & Youth Formation $0 vs $838 budget — YTD Act $2.9K vs $4.2K
Worship Supplies were $0 vs $470 budget — YTD Act $.8K vs $2.4K
Church Properties were $1.1k vs $3.1k budget — YTD Act $18.2K vs15.4K budget
Administrative Office $1.8K vs budget of $1.2K Lois’s computer was replaced. YTD $5.8K vs
$6.0K budget
NOTE: The parsonage water heater failed and a new one has been put in. The Land Maint. Chkg
Acct will reflect the $950 check sent on December 3.

It’s been an unusual month! If you have any questions, please call me at 319-551-3358 or email at
njldouglas@hotmail.com.

Blessings, Nancy


mailto:njldouglas@hotmail.com
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Continued from page 1

church. If your temperature is over 100 degrees, you
will be asked to not remain in the church. When in the
church building, masks will always be worn by
everyone except when a minister is addressing the
congregation while maintaining a safe distance. Please
bring your own mask whenever possible. If you forget,
some are available in the vestibule of the church.

In order to minimize contact, communion bread will be
distributed into the hand by the presider; fruit of the vine
trays will be placed on pedestal tables on both sides of
the presider who will offer both species by saying, “the
Body and Blood of Christ given for you.” Respond,
“Amen.” Communicants will enter the main aisle an
entire pew at a time alternating from left to right and
beginning in the front, shall maintain six feet separation
while in the processional line, remove their face masks
before approaching the minister, then receive
communion and return to their seats.

All liturgical ministers will check temperatures first
thing after arriving at the church. A thermometer has
already been acquired for St. Paul.

When we sing, we push air further away from our
bodies with greater energy. Because Covid 19 is an
airborne virus, there will be no congregational singing to
minimize projected air in the church space. As
participants, you are encouraged to engage the
hymns/songs in different ways — try humming,

Generous Giving We are grateful for:

swaying, lightly clapping or reflecting on the meaning
of the words as you listen.

Ceiling and air conditioner fans will be kept running, and
when weather allows, windows will be open to increase
cross ventilation.

You are encouraged to exchange Christ’s peace or
greetings verbally and with reverent non-contact gestures
(i.e. bowing, waving).

The offering box will be placed in the entrance of the
church (not passed).

Arrows will be taped on the floor to show flow of foot
traffic (always down center aisle, back via outside
aisles). Please observe this even when leaving the
worship space.

All surfaces touched during service will be sanitized and
cleaned. This cleaning will be completed before another
service will be allowed to be held.

Please be considerate of others and stay home if you are
not feeling well.

The Pulse is distributed for individual use and is to be
taken home. If you are on the mailing list to receive the
Pulse, please let Lois know if you will be picking it up
from church and she can remove your name. Extra Pulses
will be kept at the entryway of the CE building during the
week.

+ Laura Secrest & family for hours of taping and editing of the Christmas Service

+ All who participated in filming of the Christmas and weekly services

+ The music department providing songs to enhance our liturgies

+ All who are staying at home to keep the virus from spreading

(it may be difficult but very important)

+ Those who work behind the scenes and those not in charge but manage to get things

done anyway

« Your response to the stewardship letter. Your generosity is appreciated.
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Please Pray for the Following People

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)

Lyle Cook, Nick Hartelt, Marlyn Willey,
Karen Kleppe, for all facing challenges
from the corona virus and natural
disasters. For the family of Jerry
Hankemeier who continue to grieve.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare is on hold until COVID
numbers are down. If you would like to
attend once we are meeting again please
call Nancy Douglas at 319-551-3358.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in
need of peas, pancake mix & syrup, canned
tuna, Mac & Cheese.

Readers: If you would like to read at one
of our Wednesday taped services call or
email Barb Kleis to get on the schedule.
(319) 480-1196 kleis.barb@gmail.com

Ephesians 1: 3-4

3 Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us
in the heavenly realms
with every spiritual
blessing in Christ.

“For he chose us in him
before the creation of the
world to be holy and
blameless in his sight.

First Reading: The book of the prophet Jeremiah
31:7-14 NIV

Jeremiah is one of several prophets from the fifty-year
Babylonian captivity (586-529 BC), during which time the
Israelites grew desperate for their God, YHWH. Jeremiah was
dictating to his scribe Baruch while in hiding. He had seen the
destruction of the northern kingdom called Israel, and now he
awaited the fate of the southern kingdom, Judah. He was
pessimistic when he realized that Judah’s relationship with
YHWH was abysmal. The people, in particular the king and
religious leaders, exploited each other, failed to take care of the
poor, widowed, and orphaned, ignored the Sabbath day of rest,
and seemed apathetic towards their covenantal relationship with
Yahweh.

Yet, Jeremiah’s message as presented in today’s reading is
highly optimistic because YHWH is a God of power, hope,
promise, and long suffering. The God he knows longs to bring
Israel back to him and to make the people holy {hear the words
of YHWH from the Book of the prophet Hosea: “Come back to
me with all your heart. Long have I waited for your coming
home....”} Even though the people are not able to secure their
own release from their bitter exile, YHWH God will act on their
behalf and show favor to the powerless and dependent, the blind
and lame and pregnant. God himself will protect them and lead
them back on a new Exodus to the fertile and peaceful lands they
call home.

Ephraim is another name for the people of the northern
kingdom of Israel. When the descendants of Jacob returned to
Canaan from Egypt, Joseph's tribal land was divided between
his sons Ephraim and Manasseh. Ephraim went on to become
the more influential of the two. These were the people who
“lived in darkness.”

Psalm 147:12-20

Second Reading: The letter to the early Christian
community in Ephesus/modern Turkey 1:3-14 NIV

The author of this letter, writing in the latter part of the first
century, borrows most of his content from the earlier letter to the
Colossians. Both letters stand in the tradition of Paul. It is in
Ephesians that we hear the Church first referred to as “one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic” in an attempt to inspire unity among the
various Christian communities throughout the Mediterranean
region.


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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The reading today begins to explain how the Church is the
fulfillment of God’s plan. In the author’s mind, there is no
distinction between the action of Holy Spirit in the world and
the structure referred to as “Church.” The hymn, spoken in this
proclamation, could very well have been a part of the first
baptismal rituals of the Christian community. It recounts in
lofty and eloquent phrases, the purpose and effects of baptism.

If we pay attention, we see in the first few lines that baptism
is our response to God who has chosen us from the beginning
of time to be saved (without blemish and holy). God desires to
be one with us and in the action of baptism, this relationship is
given a public character; it overcomes the separation and dis-
order of original sin and re-orders the baptized person towards
God within the believing community. Jesus’ life, death, and
resurrection, as well as the ongoing creative actions of Holy
Spirit, serve as testimony to God’s love and grace for us.

The last two paragraphs use the pronouns “we” and “you”
referring to the Jews and the Gentiles, respectively. The author,
writing in the persona of Paul, claims the Jewish tradition and
their unique role as the Chosen People for the glory of God. The
Jews were the first to hope in a Christ, and some of them were
the first to hope in Jesus of Nazareth as the Christ. Now,
according to the author, the Gentiles have also heard the gospel
(good news) of Christ, been given the gift of Holy Spirit, and
been claimed as possessions of God through baptism in faith.
These things too are for the eternal glory of God and make all
people heirs to heaven with the Jews.

Gospel: John 1:1-18 NIV

The evangelist named John was writing late in the first
century to his community of Jesus followers living near
Ephesus (modern day Turkey) after they had been separated
from the Jewish faith community. Families had been split over
beliefs; pain ran deep. His purpose in writing was to bolster
their resolve in following Jesus by presenting Him as the
fulfillment of the Jewish expectations for a Messiah/Christ.
John's starting point was much different than Luke’s or
Matthew’s because he focused more on Jesus” divinity and less
on Jesus’ humanity. In John's story, Jesus’ birth to human
parents in a stable, etc. is not important to him; it is all
assumed. What is important is that Jesus, the proclaimed
Messiah, was with God {read Yahweh, Father, Elohim, El
Shaddai or any of the Jewish names for the one God} from the

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Thursday, December 31
OFFICE CLOSED

Friday, January 1
OFFICE CLOSED

Saturday, January 2
*  9:00 a.m. Zoom Drop In

Sunday, January 3
Taped Service on Facebook or Website

Tuesday, January 5

+  1:30pm Scripture study Zoom

+  6:00pm Grief Support—ON HOLD
*  8:00pm AA—ON HOLD

Wednesday, January 6
*  6:00pm Worship ON HOLD
*  6:00pm WD4 ON HOLD

Thursday, January 7
* 2-6pm Anamosa Blood Drive (appointment
needed) see page 1

The 2001 budget envelopes are available
on a table at the bottom of the stairs in
the CE Building. If you are not able to
pick up your envelopes, please call the
office to make other arrangements.
Thank You.

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours

Lois: M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F— 9-noon.
Kaileen: M, Tue, Th 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Brie Wittenburg
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 975-8186

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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beginning of creation. Jesus was Logos, the Word of
God waiting to be spoken into human form in time.
And this Word that was spoken again and again
was life. This life was light to the human race.
Adam was created as light and given a divine
attribute: free will. Through his choices, Adam
brought sin, division, and darkness upon
humanity. Jesus was spoken into the world to be
light once again, to initiate the reign of God anew,
and to show people how to overcome the darkness
of sin and disobedience. This was Jesus’ mission for
all time, according to John, and John the Baptist
was born to herald the coming of the light found in
Jesus.

The hymn found at the beginning of John's
gospel praises God for creation, for John the
Baptist, for Jesus the Word, and for the grace that
emanates from his having been in the world. John
the gospel writer puts an exclamation point on his
proclamation by saying boldly that indeed Jesus
has fully revealed the Father and the Father’s
original will when He created humans.

John’s hymn is appropriate to the Christmas
Season because he tells us, and all who have heard
this passage for the last 1900 years, that we no
longer have to wait for the presence of God in our

world. God was here in the human presence of
Jesus, and God continues to be with us in the grace
that Christ extends through Holy Spirit. We who
gather in his name are his body alive in the world.

Taking Home the Word

¢ Tell about a time someone risked humiliation to
help you out when you were in need or made a
dumb decision.

¢ The beginning of John’s gospel is filled with
lofty theological ideas. Read the first chapter
again and try to decipher the “good news.”
Does it help to think of Jesus as the “new
Adam?” What is the significance of saying,
“God intended to send Jesus from the
beginning of time...?”

¢+ What image of God do you hold? Is it similar to
Jeremiah’s God of hope, peace, and power?
Whom or what do you picture in your mind
when you pray?

¢ Teens: Today, consciously say, “Thank you
God” for ten things, people, opportunities,
events, etc. Do it until thanking God is a habit.

¢+ How do you respond to this question, “Where
is your God now?”
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\ Sean Hawkey, Life ongofih

ELCA World Hunger: You can make a difference. And right now, your gifts can go twice as far.

Between now and Dec. 31, every qgift made to ELCA World Hunger will be matched, dollar for

dollar, until we reach $100,000! Will you give today?

https://community.elca.org/elcaworldhunger? (copy & paste link in browser)


https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2felcaworldhunger&srcid=248808&srctid=1&erid=129a0298-2afb-4205-a199-add1e79d6b77&trid=129a0298-2afb-4205-a199-add1e79d6b77
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2felcaworldhunger&srcid=248808&srctid=1&erid=129a0298-2afb-4205-a199-add1e79d6b77&trid=129a0298-2afb-4205-a199-add1e79d6b77
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

On hold until Covid numbers go down

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

January Birthdays

Kathleen Cannon 1/1 Nancy Hart 1/16 Gabe Countryman 1/28
Larry Dougherty  1/2 Doris Jeanne Herren 1/16 Jay Willems 1/29
Deb Hardersen 1/2 Sean Hollett 1/19 Kent Reynolds 1/30
Greg Heims 1/2 Donna Martensen 1/19 Maci Millard 1/31
Deb Oltmann 1/4 Michele Lubben 1/20
Bob Klinkkammer 1/6 Kristy Robertson 1/20
Nora Loney 1/6 Darcie Tenley 1/23
Steve Smith 1/7 Nancy Bickford 1/25
Dixie Rickels 1/7 Christine Miller 1/25
Laura Secrist 1/8 Jenna Schmieg 1/27
Bob Prull 1/8 Reva Van Antwerp  1/28
Kyle Weber 1/15 Eian Countryman 1/28

If your birthday was omitted from this list, we do not have the date in our records! If you
would like your birthday listed in our newsletter, please call Lois at 462-4841 or email her at
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com and she would be happy to include it.



