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January 10, 2021  Baptism of Our Lord 
Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

Plans for returning to WD4  
and In-Person Worship 

 

St Paul Lutheran leadership is making plans to return to 
in-person WD4 and Wednesday Worship from 6:00 - 
7:00 p.m., Jan. 13, 2021.  This service will be recorded 
and shared on our YouTube Channel each week.  We 
will again follow Covid protocols.  We can safely 
welcome about 30 people to worship. Please call the 
church office by noon on Wednesday to reserve spaces 
for the Wednesday services.  The addition of a Sunday 
worship is being discussed but is not yet available. 

Return to In-Person Worship Protocol  
 

Two chairs in the back of the vestibule will be reserved 
for the ushers. A presider chair will be placed in the 
sanctuary. Attendance will be by reservation 
through the St. Paul Office. To place your request, 
contact the office via email 
(stpaulanamosa@gmail.com) or phone (319.462-
4841) by noon on Wednesday. Please indicate how 
many will be in your party; family clusters of three 
adults or less will be counted as one pew. Your 
reservation will be confirmed. If you do not receive a 
confirmation, presume the seats are full and place your 
request for the next available service. We will work to 
rotate the reservations through the members, so realize 
that you will not be able to attend every time you 
request. With patience, this will become a prayerful 
experience. The Wednesday service will be recorded 
and posted online.  
 

Report to the usher’s station in the vestibule to have 
your temperature checked before entering the 
church.  If your temperature is over 100 degrees, you 
will be asked to not remain in the church. When in the 
church building, masks will always be worn by 
everyone except when a minister is addressing the 
congregation while maintaining a safe distance.  Please 
bring your own mask whenever possible.  If you forget, 
some are available in the vestibule of the church.  
 

In order to minimize contact, communion bread will be 
distributed into the hand by the presider; fruit of the 

vine trays will be placed on pedestal tables on both sides 
of the presider who will offer both species by saying, 
“the Body and Blood of Christ given for 
you.”  Respond, “Amen.”  Communicants will enter the 
main aisle an entire pew at a time alternating from left to 
right and beginning in the front, shall maintain six feet 
separation while in the processional line, remove their 
face masks before approaching the minister, then receive 
communion and return to their seats. 
 

All liturgical ministers will check temperatures first 
thing after arriving at the church. A thermometer has 
already been acquired for St. Paul. 
When we sing, we push air further away from our 
bodies with greater energy. Because Covid 19 is an 
airborne virus, there will be no congregational singing to 
minimize projected air in the church space. As 
participants, you are encouraged to engage the 
hymns/songs in different ways – try humming, 
swaying, lightly clapping or reflecting on the 
meaning of the words as you listen. 
 

Ceiling and air conditioner fans will be kept running, 
and when weather allows, windows will be open to 
increase cross ventilation.  
You are encouraged to exchange Christ’s peace or 
greetings verbally and with reverent non-contact 
gestures (i.e. bowing, waving). 
The offering box will be placed in the entrance of the 
church (not passed). 
 

Arrows will be taped on the floor to show flow of foot 
traffic (always down center aisle, back via outside 
aisles). Please observe this even when leaving the 
worship space. 
 

All surfaces touched during service will be sanitized and 
cleaned. This cleaning will be completed before another 
service will be allowed to be held.    
Please be considerate of others and stay home if you are 
not feeling well. 
 

The Pulse is distributed for individual use and is to be 
taken home. If you are on the mailing list to receive the 
Pulse, please let Lois know if you will be picking it up 
from church and she can remove your name. Extra 
Pulses will be kept at the entryway of the CE building 
during the week.  

mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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2nd Annual Tie in your PJs Night 
 

Come enjoy a Cozy night of helping make sure others are cozy during these cold winter nights! 
We will be making tie blankets for the Willis Dady Homeless Shelter in Cedar Rapids. You are 
welcome to come in your Pj’s or however you are most comfortable. Spaces will be limited to 
12 people and spread out in the Fellowship Hall of the church. Masks are required and we ask 
that you bring your own sheers if possible. If you would like to take a blanket home to tie and 
return, those will be available starting Monday, January 11th. Please call Kaileen or the office 
to make arrangements to pick one up. We were able to donate 22 blankets last year and are 
hoping to do 24 this year! 
 

 When:  Saturday, January 23rd 
 Time: 5:30pm 
 Where: Fellowship Hall 
 Sandwiches will be provided 

We were given permission to share this note:  
 

So glad to hear from all my friends at St. Paul. 
I miss them very much. But age gets to you 
with all aches and pains.  
 

I really like my live in puppy. He’s my life. 
Babe and I are family. We will stay together 
as the good Lord will let us. 
 

You are welcome anytime in our home. He 
will greet you. He loves you also.  
 

Peace be with you, Dorothy Kula & Babe 

Last year we made 22 blankets 

Service projects 

Willis Dady Homeless Shelter Meal: 
I would first like to start off by saying a Great Big “Thank you” to 
all of those who were able to sign-up to bring something for the 
Willis Dady Shelter Lunch February 7

th
. Because of you we are 

able to help 45 people in Cedar Rapids have a warm meal! As of 
now we are the only people signed-up for February Sunday 
lunches and I would Love to be able to call Sierra and sign us up 
to provide another meal for February.  
 

Please let me know by Thursday, January 14
th
 if you would like to 

be a part of the next meal for the shelter. Once I have 7 people 
signed-up to bring something I will go ahead and schedule anoth-
er date with Sierra and let you know via your preferred method 
either email, text or call. If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to call me or the office. 
 

With a Smile, 
Kaileen Weaver 
Cell # (951) 553-5728 
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
Office # (319) 462-4841  

Dear St. Paul Lutheran 
Church Anamosa Youth 
 

On 12/02/2020, your kettle shift raised 
$73.63 for The Salvation Army programs 
and services. 
 

Every dollar you helped collect will fuel 
critical services for individuals and 
families in need through assistance 
programs, disaster relief efforts and so 
much more. Visit sacedarrapids.org to  
read about the help available in your 
community. 
 
God bless you, 
Captains Shawn & Aubrey DeBaar 
Corps Officers 
Donnell Hoppes 
Business Manager 

mailto:cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
https://www.salvationarmy.org/
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You are invited to study and discuss the upcoming weekend's lectionary readings with a 
group of church members by joining via Zoom, Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m.   Contact 
Pastor Rodney to be placed on the e-mail list for this study. Contact Lois if you need help 
with Zoom access.  

Prayer for Christian Unity 
 
Due to Covid concerns, the Anamosa Ministerial Association is NOT hosting a Prayer for Christian Unity service this 
January. Instead, each of my midday prayer sessions between Jan. 18 & 22 will address a different aspect of this 
year's prayer theme. Please join me on St. Paul Lutheran's FB live from 12:05-12:15 p.m. or pray with it when your 
day allows. Shalom, Pastor Rodney 
 

Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (cf. Jn 15:5-9) The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 
2021 was prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp. The theme that was chosen, “Abide in my love 
and you shall bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to 
prayer, reconciliation and unity in the church and the human family. In the 1930s a number of Reformed women 
from French-speaking Switzerland who belonged to a group known as the “Ladies of Morges” rediscovered the 
importance of silence in listening to the Word of God. At the same time they revived the practice of spiritual 
retreats to nourish their life of faith, inspired by the example of Christ who went apart to a lonely place to pray. 
They were soon joined by others who took part in regularly organized retreats in Grandchamp, a small hamlet near 
the shores of Lake Neuchâtel. It became necessary to provide a permanent presence of prayer and welcome for 
the growing number of guests and retreatants. Today the community has fifty sisters, all women from different 
generations, church traditions, countries and continents. In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of 
communion. They remain faithful to a life of prayer, life in community and the welcoming of guests. The sisters 
share the grace of their monastic life with visitors and volunteers who go to Grandchamp for a time of retreat, 
silence, healing or in search of meaning. The first sisters experienced the pain of division between the Christian 
churches. In this struggle they were encouraged by their friendship with Abbé Paul Couturier, a pioneer of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Therefore, from its earliest beginnings prayer for Christian unity was at the 
heart of the life of the community. This commitment, together with Grandchamp’s fidelity to the three pillars of 
prayer, community life and hospitality, form the foundation.   
 

  Jn 15:1-17 {NRSV) I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in 
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.  
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January 2021, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story   
 
Raising Our Voice for Iowa Children and Families  
Families struggling without access to mental healthcare. Human 
services providers overworked and underpaid. Former refugees 
and immigrants striving to build new lives. 
These are all issues faced by Iowans. Help us ensure their voices are heard at the Iowa 
State Capitol.  
This legislative session may look different from past years. But now more than ever, 
Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) will be advocating for our community members who are 
so often overlooked in our society.  
You can join us in this important work. Visit LSIowa.org/advocacy and sign up for our 
Advocacy Alerts. Learn more about the legislative process, the issues impacting your 
neighbors, and your role as a citizen in helping to amplify their voices. If you would like 
more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s Director of Philanthropy and 
Church Relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065. 
 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through 
compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of 
the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a 
member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, 
abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and 
sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 
 
 

Compassion During Crisis    
Across the state, LSI team members work with families at risk of child abuse or neglect, 
connecting them to the tools and resources they need to keep their children in their 
homes whenever safely possible.  
 

One of the critical programs available to parents is the Strengthening Families program. 
The program typically provides 14 weeks of in-person parent group work, family 
activities, and a family meal to enhance child development, help parents create their 
own support network, and reduce the likelihood of child abuse or neglect.  
When COVID-19 created challenges to this in-person model, LSI did not give up on the 
families who relied on this important service. Instead, LSI’s Behavioral Health 
Intervention Services team has gone virtual.  
 

Maria, a program supervisor with LSI, has been leading a virtual version of the program 
this year, where families join a Zoom meeting and use “breakout rooms” for individual 
sessions. Meals are purchased from Hy-Vee and delivered the night of the session, so 
families are still able to celebrate their tradition of eating together each week.  
This year has created several challenges for all of us, but LSI continues to answer the 

call and provide the high-quality care and services Iowa children and families deserve. 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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Introduction: Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the 
Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters. 
Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the 
Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. 
The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, 
calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ 
mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of 
justice and peace. 
 
First Reading-- Genesis 1:1-5  NIV 
 

It is significant that we are taken back to the beginning in our 
text today, to consider the relationship between chaos, disorder 
transformation, and order. The Hebrew origin story (cosmogony, 
not abstract reasoning) suggests that in the beginning, matter 
and energy were formless and chaotic (tohu wabohu), in other 
words, uninhabitable. Two aspects worked against them being 
inhabitable: “the deep” and darkness. This image suggests that 
everything was covered by water.  

Then the presence of God (Ruach), wind, here called Breath, 
moved over the chaos and brought about order, habitation. First 
light overcomes the darkness without destroying it, and then 
land divides the waters. Both actions were carried out by God, 
who was and is in control, so that (human) life could appear. 

Interestingly, this Genesis story is told from the human 
perspective, but it is really about God. Having just the first five 
verses here entices us to read further. When we do, we notice 
that the 7

th
 (culminating/perfecting) action of God in creation is 

to rest (sabbath). God has been acting from the beginning to 
form a place where all created things could remain in the 
patterns of a loving relationship with the Creator. 
 
Psalm 29 
 
Second Reading -- Acts 19:1-7  NIV 

By chapter 10 of Acts, Luke has moved the Christian 
proclamation from Peter’s role in Jewish Jerusalem to Paul’s role 
in the wider Gentile world. In this situation at Ephesus (western 
Turkey), Paul has apparently been introduced to a group known 
as disciples of John the Baptist. They have been instructed by 
Apollos, and others, in the baptism of repentance John preached. 
This situation is unfathomable to Paul because John was the 
precursor of Christ. How could they not know this? 

Rather than create a rivalry or ridicule the spirit in which 
Apollos taught, Paul makes a fellow journeyer out of Apollos and 
asks them all to receive the spirit of Christ by being baptized in 
Jesus’ name. In this way, all could continue to authentically 
witness in the apostolic tradition and in the name of the Church, 
the primary instrument of God Holy Spirit. 

 
 Gospel-- Mark 1:4-11  NIV 
 This brief passage from Mark’s gospel is significant yet it calls on us 
to fill in some of the information. It is a powerful passage if we keep in 
mind that Mark was intent upon communicating three primary ideas 
about Jesus: a) his humanness, b) trust as the heart of discipleship, and 
c) daily sacrifice that leads to the cup and the cross. While the story 

 

GriefShare will start again on December 
19. If you would like to attend please call 
Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-3358.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and 
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa 
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in 
need of canned vegetables, canned fruits & 
beef stew.  You may also drop off food 
donations to the church office during 
regular business hours or during WD4. 
Please place items under the table in the 
entryway. A church member will contact 
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.  
 

Readers: If you would like to read at one 
of our Wednesday taped services call or 
email Barb Kleis to get on the schedule. 
(319) 480-1196 kleis.barb@gmail.com 

 

Please remember to return your “Silent 
Night” candles from Christmas Eve. They 
may be placed in the basket under the table 
in the CE Office building entrance.  

 

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

Deb Oltmann, Lyle Cook, Nick Hartelt, 
Marlyn Willey, for the family of Karen 
Kleppe and for all facing challenges from 
the corona virus and natural disasters.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

 

Psalm 29: 11 
11 The Lord gives  

strength to his people;                
the Lord blesses his 
people with peace. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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related today conjures up images of the creation story (heavens rent, 
spirit hovering over) leaving us with the idea of a new creation 
through Jesus Christ, there is also a very human side to this story that 
needs to be told. 

John the Baptist was calling people to a water bath of repentance 
and conversion, specifically adjuring them to turn away from the 
“corrupt religion” being practiced in Jerusalem in order to join the 
ways of the “new community of light” known as the Essenes. This 
group of people had broken away from Jerusalem to live out fully the 
image Isaiah had presented in the Servant Songs. They dressed in 
white and lived communally. They studied the Law and lived 
righteously. This was a serious sect that was looked upon with disdain 
by the Jewish elite and leadership. 

John had been baptizing people in the Jordan for awhile when 
Jesus showed up. What is important to realize is that Jesus arrives by 
himself. He had left his family and kin in the northern region of the 
Galilee and had ventured out on his own. This is a radical, separatist 
move in a society that holds a collective personality as uppermost in 
importance. The family was the heart of social life. The family meant 
life or death. Jesus had just left home, searching for his identity, egged 
on by the feeling that he was called to something more, something 
different. After traveling for about five days to the south, Jesus arrived 
at the place where John was baptizing (Bethany across the Jordan). At 
that point, Jesus took a tremendous risk. He publicly disavowed his 
ties with the established Jewish/Roman leadership and joined himself 
to the principles of this “revolutionary” group through baptism. Like 
anyone who has left home in search of her or his destiny, Jesus could 
very well have been filled with anxiety and doubt. Like anyone who 
has joined a controversial group, Jesus was probably feeling a mixture 
of excitement and fear. What would the future hold? Had he 
abandoned his family forever? Would he be cast out? Was this blessed 
by God? 

The voice that Jesus hears after the water bath is the voice of his 
Father, claiming him, and reassuring him. Like any male child in 
Jewish culture, the only way paternity was known was through the 
word of the father {they didn’t have DNA tests}. Joseph gave the 
greatest gift he could to Jesus when he claimed him as his own, even 
though Jesus’ conception was a mystery to him. Joseph offered Jesus 
a place in the identity of the Jewish people. He would not grow up an 
outcast. Likewise, when Jesus ventured out as an adult to explore his 
own relationship with God, and ended up in the river with John, the 
most reassuring things he could have received from God were the 
words, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  How 
many young adults have longed to hear these words from their own 
parents after moving away from home or going down a different path? 
Jesus received the gift for which he longed, to know he was loved, 
accepted, and claimed.  

Interestingly, no where in this passage from Mark does it say that 
Jesus was told, “You are the Messiah.”  Instead, Jesus is driven by the 
spirit of God into the desert where he engaged the devil, wild beasts, 
and angels for forty days. Like ancestors who had gone to the desert 
before him, Jesus found this to be a place of tribulation, angst, and 
discovery.  Jesus had to be tempted with all sorts of thoughts, doubts, 
options, and desires before he could come to a place of identity and 
self esteem. Certainly, the voice of Satan {The Accuser} played on 
Jesus’ own self doubts and insecurities. Over the course of his time in 

 

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours  
 

Lois:     M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F– 9-noon.  
Kaileen:  M, Tue, Th  8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)   
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.  

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com    (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com   (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728 
Brie Wittenburg  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE 
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will 
return your call ASAP.  

 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Thursday, January 7 
2-6pm Anamosa Blood Drive (appointment 
needed: https://login.bloodcenter.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/90186) 
  

Saturday, January 9 
 9:00 a.m. Zoom Drop In 
       

Sunday, January 10 
 Taped Service on Facebook or Website 
 

Monday, January 11 
 6:00pm Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, January 12 
 1:30pm Scripture study  Zoom 
 6:00pm Grief Support—starting Jan. 19 
 8:00pm AA—ON HOLD 
 

Wednesday, January 13 
 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
 6:00pm WD4  

 

Did you know that your donations to 
the Anamosa Ministerial Association 
through St. Paul Lutheran have 
helped provide emergency overnight 
housing at Super 8 for 12 
households, $400 in gas vouchers for 
people with chronic illnesses needing 
to travel to IC or Dubuque for 
treatment, and water utility 
assistance to another 6 households 
since August 1, 2020? 
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Continued on page 8 

the desert, Jesus began to realize that through his 
baptism, he had taken on the mission of the nation; 
namely, to be the Servant of Yahweh, the light to the 
nations, the perfect loving disciple of God. While Jesus 
was in the desert, John was arrested. Jesus was faced 
with another decision, “Do I take up the cause in John’s 
place or is this doomed to fail? Do I want to risk the 
same fate as John? Do I have the skills to be a leader? 
What if people don’t like me?” 

We are told that Jesus left the desert and returned 
home, to the region of Galilee, where he took up the 
mission of preaching the Good News. He grew in 
confidence as he surrounded himself with others who 
were searching for the truth and for freedom. He 
manifested the power God had given to him as he healed 
and called devils out of people (devils should be 
understood as those invisible powers in people that bring 
chaos: illness, insanity, or separation from God.)  Like 
every other young adult in history, Jesus was on a daily 
road of discovery, and one day after he had played with 
the puzzle pieces of his life, came to realize what it 
meant to be a Suffering Messiah (instead of a powerful, 
warlord, kingly one.) This was tremendously different 
from the prevailing Jewish mentality. Instead of riding a 
general’s horse while wielding a sword, he rode into 
Jerusalem on a peaceful beast of burden, the donkey, 
wielding compassion and love. Instead of casting sinners 
out of the nation, Jesus sat down at meal with them and 
taught about the mercy of the Father. Like any number of 
pioneers in history, Jesus created this reality under the 
guidance of his loving Father. Knowing this, perhaps we 
can understand just a little better why the Jews had a 
difficult time accepting Jesus’ messiahship and the 
journey that led to the cross. 

 
Taking It Home: 
--How much does this statement agree with your belief 
about Sunday: “Worship/Mass is my loving response to 
God who has given me everything?” 
 
--What is the most “anti-establishment” thing you’ve 
ever done to express a religious belief you held (ex. 
Refused to do a paper topic, protested, boycotted a 
product, wrote a letter, attended a public meeting)? 
 
--Have you ever had a dream that revealed God’s will for 
you? 
 
--Is there a person who is a light amidst the darkness of 
confusion, loneliness, or sin for you? 
 
--Imagine that you had to choose to be baptized all over 
again. Would you do it? If so, why would you choose it 
and how does it challenge you to prioritize your life? 
 
--If someone followed you around for a day, would s/he 

be able to tell you were a baptized Christian and a lover 
of creation? 
 
-Find a way to communicate to another that you are well 

pleased with her/him. Even though it may be 
uncomfortable, imagine how it might strengthen 
esteem and bolster confidence for doing good. 

 
-If you are in a time of suffering, can you see any good 

that is being created: i.e. bringing family together, 
increased prayer and awareness of needs, vices being 
lost, a new sense of dependence…? 

 
-John and Jesus and their disciples challenged the 

leadership of their day to stay focused on God’s will 
by seeking justice, healing, and unity. Can you 
identify leaders who need to have this reminder? Can 
you remind them? Are you a leader in those efforts? 

 
Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. breathe and 

read through three times. Which words or ideas hold 

energy for you? What images emerge in your 

imagination?)  

“If I had to name my disability, I would call it an 

unwillingness to fall. On the one hand, this is 

perfectly normal. I do not know anyone who likes to 

fall. But, on the other hand, this reluctance signals 

mistrust of the central truth of the Christian gospel: 

life springs from death, not only at the last but also 

in the many little deaths along the way. When 

everything you count on for protection has failed, 

the Divine Presence does not fail. The hands are 

still there – not promising to rescue, not promising 

to intervene – promising only to hold you no matter 

how far you fall. Ironically, those who try hardest 

not to fall learn this later than those who topple 

more easily. The ones who find their lives are the 

losers, while the winners come in last.”  

― Barbara Brown Taylor, Leaving Church: A 

Memoir of Faith 

2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the 
reformation begun by Martin Luther. Declaration on 

the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist, is a 
declaration of the consensus achieved by Lutherans and 
Catholics as the result of ecumenical dialogue between 

the two communions between 1965 and 2015. 
III. AGREEMENTS IN THE LUTHERAN/ROMAN 
CATHOLIC DIALOGUES— ELABORATED AND 
DOCUMENTED   B. Ministry      14. Catholics 
and Lutherans agree that all the baptized who believe 
in Christ share in the priesthood of Christ. For both 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/71455.Barbara_Brown_Taylor
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/124728
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/124728
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

          

In-Person Worship on Wednesdays at 
6:00 pm. (call church office for 

reservation) 
 
 

 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

 

 
 

Available for pick up in  
the CE building “lobby”  

 
• Christ in Our Home 
 

• 2021 Budget Envelopes 
 

• 2019 Church Directory 
 
Please stop in during Lois’ business hours or 
call to make other arrangements.  

Continued from page 7 

 

The 2021 budget envelopes are available 

on a table at the bottom of the stairs in 

the CE Building. If you are not able to 

pick up your envelopes, please call the 

office to make other arrangements.  

Thank You.  

Catholics and Lutherans, the common priesthood of 
all the baptized and the special, ordained ministry 
enhance one another. 
   The Ministry in the Church affirmed that “martyria, 
leiturgia and diakonia (witness, worship and service 
to the neighbor) are tasks entrusted to the whole 
people of God. ... Through baptism all constitute the 
one priestly people of God (1 Peter 2:5, 9; Revelation 
1:6; 5:10). While consciousness of the calling of the 
whole people of God had sometimes been neglected 
“in both our churches,” recent discussions have 
restored its prominence for ecclesiology and for the 
theology of ministry. Thus, it is possible to affirm that 
“the doctrine of the common priesthood of all the 
baptized and of the serving character of the ministries 
in the church and for the church represents in our day 
a joint starting point for Lutherans and Catholics” (§ 
15). For both Catholics and Lutherans, there can be no 
competition between these two dimensions of the 
church’s life. “Instead, the special ministry is 
precisely service to the common priesthood of all ... 
so that the faithful can, each in his or her own place, 
be priests in the sense of the universal priesthood and 
fulfill the mission of the church in that place 
(Apostolicity, § 275). Properly understood, then, “there is 
a differentiated referential relationship between the 
specific tasks of the general priesthood of all the 
baptized and of the ordained ministry” § 254). 


