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January 17, 2021  2 Epiphany 
Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

 

2nd Annual Tie in your PJs Night 
 

Come enjoy a Cozy night of helping make sure others are cozy 
during these cold winter nights! We will be making tie blankets 
for the Willis Dady Homeless Shelter in Cedar Rapids. You are 
welcome to come in your Pj’s or however you are most 
comfortable. Spaces will be limited to 12 people and spread out 
in the Fellowship Hall of the church. Masks are required and 
we ask that you bring your own sheers if possible. If you would 
like to take a blanket home to tie and return, those will be 
available starting Monday, January 11th. Please call Kaileen or 
the office to make arrangements to pick one up. We were able 
to donate 22 blankets last year and are hoping to do 24 this 
year! 
 

 When:  Saturday, January 23rd 
 Time: 5:30pm 
 Where: Fellowship Hall 
 Sandwiches will be provided 

Willis Dady Homeless Shelter Meal: 
 

I would first like to start off by saying a Great Big 
“Thank you” to all of those who were able to sign-up 
to bring something for the Willis Dady Shelter Lunch 
February 7

th
. Because of you we are able to help 45 

people in Cedar Rapids have a warm meal! As of 
now we are the only people signed-up for February 
Sunday lunches and I would Love to be able to call 
Sierra and sign us up to provide another meal for 
February.  
 

Please let me know by Thursday, January 14
th
 if you 

would like to be a part of the next meal for the shel-
ter. Once I have 7 people signed-up to bring some-
thing I will go ahead and schedule another date with 
Sierra and let you know via your preferred method 
either email, text or call. If you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to call me or the office. 
 

With a Smile, 
Kaileen Weaver 
Cell # (951) 553-5728 
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com 
Office # (319) 462-4841  

Sleep in Heavenly Peace  
is having a  build January 30th  
at Welter Storage in 
Monticello. Shifts are 10-11, 11:15
-12:15, or 12:30-1:30. Due to 
Covid and social distancing, 
masks will be required and we will 
only have 10 volunteers per shift.  

 

The link to the sign up for volunteers is https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/8050F4AA5A62FA5FA7
-shpcommunity4 . There is no prior woodworking 
experience and we would love to have anyone 
willing to help, no matter what age. 

Heather Weers 
Jones County Chapter President 
 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE 
IA-Jones County Chapter 
 

 319.480.8684 
 heather.weers@shpbeds.org 

COVID-19 Vaccine Interest 
Form—Jones County 
 

Jones County Public Health acknowledges 
there is a lot of information and uncertainty 
regarding the upcoming vaccine availability. 
We want to assure you we are following the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
(CDC) Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices and Iowa Department of Public 
Health’s (IDPH) Iowa Disease Advisory 
Committee for vaccine prioritization. 
 

Submitting this form does not guarantee 
availability of COVID-19 vaccine doses. 
However, it will allow us to notify you when 
vaccine is available for you and provide you 
with information on scheduling an 
appointment.  
 

Go to: http://tinyurl.com/jones-
covid19vaccine to sign up. 

mailto:cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050F4AA5A62FA5FA7-shpcommunity4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050F4AA5A62FA5FA7-shpcommunity4
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050F4AA5A62FA5FA7-shpcommunity4
mailto:heather.weers@shpbeds.org
http://tinyurl.com/jones-covid19vaccine
http://tinyurl.com/jones-covid19vaccine
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Introduction: All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls 
not just pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel. 
The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. 
Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. 
But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather 
whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place 
he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). 
Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
 

Reading I --   First Book of Samuel 3:1-20  NIV 
Eli’s family served as judges and priests for the people Israel while 

the Ark of the Covenant was located in Shiloh (in Samaria, two days 
walk south of Galilee), before the age of the kings (around 1000 BCE). 
Unfortunately, Eli’s sons Hophni and Phinehas who would be the 
natural heirs to the priestly role were wicked and betrayed the people’s 
trust. They used their positions of influence to take advantage of the 
weak, manipulate the female faithful, and accumulate personal wealth. 
As a result, Eli’s family was rejected by Yahweh. A replacement for 
Eli’s offspring was presented to him through the person of Hannah, a 
devout woman who was praying outside the Temple in Shiloh. She was 
on her knees, swaying with grief over not having produced a male heir. 
When Eli spotted her, he thought she was drunk. But after talking with 
her, recognized her petition to God, and promised that her request of 
God would be fulfilled. When Hannah became pregnant, out of 
gratitude she immediately consecrated the child to God’s service.  

When Hannah’s son Samuel {his name means, ‘he who is from 
God’} was still young, he was brought to live with Eli so he could be 
trained in the service of God’s people, like an apprentice. In today’s 
story, we hear how Eli comes to recognize that God has in fact chosen 
faithful Samuel to replace him. Samuel’s response, “Here I Am,” to 
the Lord’s call leads to a life of holiness and service to the people 
Israel. His life is so influential that he will be the priest who anoints the 
first king of Israel, Saul. 

There is an implied message in this story as well; one that is often 
scoffed at by modern “educated” people. We hear that Samuel 
encounters the Lord’s voice while he is in an altered state of 
consciousness, some level of sleep. This voice is authentic, according 
to the wise and holy Eli, who encourages Samuel to listen closely. 
Perhaps we would do well to give our dreams and fantasies and 
creative thoughts a little more credence as instruments of God’s 
communion with us. It seems, sadly, that the art of dream interpretation 
has been all but lost to us, with the exception of some psychologists 
and mystics, in this post-modern, screen- numbed age. If nothing else, 
our spiritual discipline could revolve around listening daily to the God 
whose voice is ever-calling. 

 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

 
Reading II -- Paul’s First letter to the Christian community in 
Corinth, Greece  6:12-20    

The Greek Corinthian community had many questions for Paul after 
he spoke of their new relationship with God through baptism into 
Christ’s death and resurrection. One of these questions revolved around 
sexual behavior. Because of their Greco-Roman cultural formation, the 
Corinthians were given to incest, prostitution, fornication, and other 

 

Mississippi Valley Blood Drive: We 
had a great drive in January! We were able 
to collect 25 units – including whole blood, 
double red cell donations, and even some 
CCP (COVID Convalescent Plasma) to help 
treat severe COVID cases. Such a great way 
to start the year.  Thank you for being a 
part of our team and making it happen! 

 

GriefShare will start again on December 
19. If you would like to attend please call 
Nancy Douglas for details at 319-551-3358.  
 

AA has now resumed meetings in the 
lower level of the CE building on Tuesday 
evenings at 8:00 pm. Mask and social 
distancing required.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and 
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa 
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in 
need of green beans, pork & beans, & 
canned tomatoes.  You may also drop off 
food donations to the church office during 
regular business hours or during WD4. 
Please place items under the table in the 
entryway. A church member will contact 
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.  
 

Readers & Ushers: If you would like to 
read or usher at one of our Wednesday 
taped services call or email Barb Kleis to get 
on the schedule. (319) 480-1196 
kleis.barb@gmail.com 
 

Please remember to return your “Silent 
Night” candles from Christmas Eve as soon 
as possible. They may be placed in the 
basket under the table in the CE Office 
building entrance.  

 

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

Marcy Pate, Deb Oltmann, Lyle Cook, and 
for the family of Karen Kleppe and for all 
facing challenges from the corona virus 
and natural disasters.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2021-1-17/0
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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“false gods of pleasure and promiscuity” considered acceptable in 
their culture. Paul was trying to explain that sexuality is made new 
through the life giving spirit of Christ which dwells within them/us. 
Paul is not blind to the grace present in a marital sexual relationship; 
his concern is that sexual activity will be given too much attention, 
becoming self-centered and idolatrous, distracting those baptized in 
Christ from truly following the gospel and being a community minded 
part of the body of believers. 
 Paul’s task was made difficult because he was dealing with two 
completely different understandings of the word “body.”  The Greeks 
believed that no action had moral value because it could belie the true 
intention of the person, and only the intention of the doer mattered. 
They also had a slogan which read, “All things are lawful for me 
{6:12}.”  Under this slogan, the individual’s rights reigned over the 
good of the community. Paul was a devout Jew who maintained a 
corporate personality. In this perspective, the needs and care of the 
community are first and foremost, and the identity of the individual is 
found through the needs of the group. This corporate reality is what 
Paul refers to as “the Body of Christ,” and subsequently, anyone who 
claims to be a part of it cannot continue to hold the Greek idea that 
actions do not affect the group. Actions, especially those that occur 
outside a committed relationship, are detrimental to the group and 
must be avoided. The Greeks argued that a man could lie with a harlot 
and not be in sin if his intention was not to permanently change his 
commitments (i.e. this action is separate from the rest of my life. As 
Fr. Ron Rolheiser points out in his book, “Forgotten Among the 
Lilies,” we experience this thinking in our culture today; people are 
having more sex outside committed relationships but report being 
lonelier than ever; pgs 50-52.)  But Paul argues that this is fiction 
because to have intercourse with someone and not express some 
commitment is to violate God’s intention for the sex act. The body 
(community) is made holy by the Spirit of Christ, and as a member of 
that community, this holiness must be maintained through individual 
actions. If like Christ, the body is to be resurrected, then we must treat 
the body (both corporately and individually) as holy, set apart for 
something greater…. This morality is communicated most clearly in 
an honest relationship with God. 

 
Gospel :   John 1:35-51  (NIV) 
 

John’s story of Jesus’ baptism is different from what we find in 
the other three gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke are referred to as 
the ‘synoptic’ gospels because they tend to have the same “view 
point” on Jesus’ life and mission. Matthew and Luke used Mark’s 
gospel as a source. John apparently did not.) This is at least partly due 
to the fact that John’s purpose is to refute the view held by some in his 
community that John the Baptist was superior to Jesus because he 
came first to the scene. Much of the reading today is composed of 
John the Baptist’s words through which he clearly states that his sole 
purpose was to help God reveal Jesus as the promised Messiah, the 
Lamb whose blood marks the beginning of the new Passover, 
freedom, and exodus to new life. He does not do this by baptizing 
Jesus but rather by pointing out the identity of Jesus that had been 
revealed to him. Jesus’ very presence as Emmanuel, “God is with us,” 
removes the separation due to sin. 

 

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours  
 

Lois:     M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F– 9-noon.  
Kaileen:  M, Tue, Th  8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)   
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.  

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com    (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com   (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728 
Brie Wittenburg  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE 
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will 
return your call ASAP.  

 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

  

Wednesday, January 13 
 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
 6:00pm WD4  
 

Saturday, January 16 
 9:00 a.m. Zoom Drop In 
       

Sunday, January 17 
 Taped Service on Facebook or Website 
 4:00pm Confirmation meeting 
 
 

Tuesday, January 19 
 1:30pm Scripture study  Zoom 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA—Resumed (masks & social 

distancing required) 
 

Wednesday, January 20 
 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
 6:00pm WD4  
 

Thursday, January 21 
 3:00pm HACAP Distribution  

 

Did you know that your donations to 
the Anamosa Ministerial Association 
through St. Paul Lutheran have 
helped provide emergency overnight 
housing at Super 8 for 12 
households, $400 in gas vouchers for 
people with chronic illnesses needing 
to travel to IC or Dubuque for 
treatment, and water utility 
assistance to another 6 households 
since August 1, 2020? 
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In John’s gospel, John the Baptist testifies that God’s 
plan to save the whole world would be worked out 
through the chosen servant, Jesus. Notice that John the 
Baptist twice indicates he did not know Jesus was the 
Messiah until he saw the spirit of God descend upon 
Jesus at his baptism. He knew from then on that Jesus 
would be the one who baptized the world with Holy 
Spirit. John the Evangelist tells it this way because he 
was trying to convince his exiled community that they 
were the new Israel, the people of God re-animated 
through faith in Jesus, the chosen servant, not through 
the admittedly ignorant John. And now, as the living 
Body of that chosen servant, Jesus’ saving mission was 
to be carried on by them. Their baptism proclaimed their 
commitment to Jesus’ mission. 
 What if John or Jesus or the members of John’s 
community would have said “NO” to God’s voice 
calling them to mission? 
 

In John the Evangelist’s telling of the story, Jesus’ 
disciples come to the knowledge of his messiah-ship not 
slowly or with difficulty, as in Mark’s gospel, but rather 
through the mere testimony of John the Baptist. They are 
drawn to follow Jesus, to come and see, and to stay. 
Their lives are changed by the place to which Jesus 
brings them. 

We don’t receive any detail in the story about “where 
Jesus lives,” but we can infer some things that would 
indeed have moved the disciples’ hearts. The disciples of 
John the Baptist had joined a rebellion against the 
tyrannical rule of Herod Antipas, and the separatist 
leadership of the religious hierarchy in Jerusalem. In 
following Jesus to his home, they would have learned 
that he slept neither in a palace nor in the Temple 
precinct. He did not enjoy the benefits accorded those 
who served the royal court of the Roman Caesar. Jesus 
laid his head down among the peasants and lived a life of 
humility. Like David the King, Jesus could shepherd 
them because he was chosen by God from humble 
beginnings, and not chosen by those of civil status. (I am 
reminded of effective modern leaders like MLK, jr, 
Jimmy Carter, Oprah Winfrey, who share humble 
beginnings and inspire the common masses). 
 John does not create the same drama around Jesus’ 
discovery of his messiah-ship that the synoptic (Mt, Mk, 
Lk) gospels do. In John’s gospel, Jesus often seems 
barely human, having the inchoate (in-born) self-
knowledge of his divine son-ship. He doesn’t struggle to 
this conclusion; it’s natural. Even John the Baptist seems 
to have some divinely inspired insight into Jesus’ 
identity and mission. In this story today, Jesus receives 
disciples, not because he has done anything fantastic, but 
rather because of the testimony of others. Jesus is merely 
walking by John the Baptist when his sacrificial role as 
Lamb of God is described to Andrew and his companion. 
We do not receive a description of what Jesus did with 

these companions while they were with him, but we do 
learn that they are committed to him after this short time. 
In fact, Andrew is so convinced that Jesus is the Long 
Awaited One that he goes to get his brother. When 
Simon, son of Jonah is brought to Jesus, he does nothing 
extraordinary, but is immediately named Cephas 
(Aramaic for rock = Petrus, Peter). His role as leader is 
blandly described, almost as if it is a given. We get no 
list of special attributes; no mysterious catch of fish; no 
history of healing. John wants us to know that Jesus 
claimed Simon when he changed his name to Peter.  
 If there is one clear message from the first chapter of 
John’s Gospel, it is this:   

TESTIMONY IS CRITICAL TO FAITH, and the 
mission of the Church is to testify! 

 

Taking it home: 
 

-Who is following you? For whom are you a role model 
and witness? 

 
-To where or whom are you leading them? (If you don’t 

know, ask your child) 
 
-Name one person you would be willing to follow. What 

is it about that person that makes you want to “come 
and see?” 

 
-TEENS: what dream is shaping your future? Share it 

with a trusted adult to see where God’s voice is for 
you. Then, share it with another trusted figure. Listen 
for what is consistent and true. 

 
-Dreams are a divine language uniting the unconscious 

with the conscious world.  
    Get up and write down the vision when you next 

awake during a dream (Abraham, Jacob’s son Joseph, 
Moses, the Magi, and Jesus’ father Joseph all paid 
attention.) Share it with someone you trust. Pay 
particular attention to any feelings you have in the 
dream: in general and related to people, situations, 
and images in the dream. Imagine what the feelings 
associated with them could be informing you....  

 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. breathe and read through 

three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What images 

emerge in your imagination?) “In short, good leaders 

must have a certain capacity for non-

polarity thinking and full-access knowing 

(prayer), a tolerance for ambiguity ( faith), 

an ability to hold creative tensions (hope), 

and an ability to care (love) beyond their 

own personal advantage.” 
― Richard Rohr, The Naked Now: Learning to See as 

the Mystics See 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6714418
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6714418
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You are invited to study and discuss the upcoming weekend's lectionary readings with a 
group of church members by joining via Zoom, Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00 p.m.   Contact 
Pastor Rodney to be placed on the e-mail list for this study. Contact Lois if you need help 
with Zoom access.  

Prayer for Christian Unity 
 
Due to Covid concerns, the Anamosa Ministerial Association is NOT hosting a Prayer for Christian Unity service this 
January. Instead, each of my midday prayer sessions between Jan. 18 & 22 will address a different aspect of this 
year's prayer theme. Please join me on St. Paul Lutheran's FB live from 12:05-12:15 p.m. or pray with it when your 
day allows. Shalom, Pastor Rodney 
 

Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (cf. Jn 15:5-9) The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 
2021 was prepared by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp. The theme that was chosen, “Abide in my love 
and you shall bear much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation to 
prayer, reconciliation and unity in the church and the human family. In the 1930s a number of Reformed women 
from French-speaking Switzerland who belonged to a group known as the “Ladies of Morges” rediscovered the 
importance of silence in listening to the Word of God. At the same time they revived the practice of spiritual 
retreats to nourish their life of faith, inspired by the example of Christ who went apart to a lonely place to pray. 
They were soon joined by others who took part in regularly organized retreats in Grandchamp, a small hamlet near 
the shores of Lake Neuchâtel. It became necessary to provide a permanent presence of prayer and welcome for 
the growing number of guests and retreatants. Today the community has fifty sisters, all women from different 
generations, church traditions, countries and continents. In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of 
communion. They remain faithful to a life of prayer, life in community and the welcoming of guests. The sisters 
share the grace of their monastic life with visitors and volunteers who go to Grandchamp for a time of retreat, 
silence, healing or in search of meaning. The first sisters experienced the pain of division between the Christian 
churches. In this struggle they were encouraged by their friendship with Abbé Paul Couturier, a pioneer of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Therefore, from its earliest beginnings prayer for Christian unity was at the 
heart of the life of the community. This commitment, together with Grandchamp’s fidelity to the three pillars of 
prayer, community life and hospitality, form the foundation.   
 

  Jn 15:1-17 {NRSV) I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in 
me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is 
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in 
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.  
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

          

In-Person Worship on Wednesdays at 
6:00 pm. (call church office for 

reservation) 
 
 

 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

 

 
 

Available for pick up in  
the CE building “lobby”  

 
• Christ in Our Home 
 

• 2021 Budget Envelopes 
 

• 2019 Church Directory 
 
Please stop in during Lois’ business hours 
or call to make other arrangements.  

 

The 2021 budget envelopes are available 

on a table at the bottom of the stairs in 

the CE Building. If you are not able to 

pick up your envelopes, please call the 

office to make other arrangements.  

Thank You.  

 
 

January 22nd:  Anniversary of  Roe v.  Wade Let 
us pray together for greater respect of  life and dignity for 
all creation. 

   
 We Pray:  Loving God, I thank you for the gift of life 

you gave and continue to give to me and to all of us.  
 Merciful God, I ask your pardon and forgiveness for 

my own failure and the failure of all people to respect 
and foster all forms of life in our universe.  
 

Gracious God, I pray that with your grace, we will 
reverence, protect, and promote all life and that we will 
be especially sensitive to the life of the unborn, the 
abused, neglected, disabled, and the elderly. I pray, too, 
that all who make decisions about life in any form will 
do so with wisdom, love, and courage.  
 
Loving God, send your healing power to those who 
have participated in abortions or have made the tragic 
choice to end a life. May your compassion and mercy 
repair what is broken and fill our hearts with 
understanding. 
 
Living God, I praise and glorify you as Source, 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all life.    Amen. 

 
 


