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February 11, 2024 Transfiguration of Our Lord

Lent is right around the Corner!

Feb. 14, Ash Wednesday Worship with Ash Distribution at Noon and 6:00 p.m.

Join with others to set your intentions for this season of prayer, fasting, and alms giving. Ashes will be
brought to the youth in WD4. If you are interested in ministering at either of these services, please
contact Barb Kleis.

The Wednesdays of Lent beginning Feb. 21, will be marked by two services with Biblical
Portrayals at 5:00 and 6:30 p.m. Noisy offerings will be taken up throughout Lent to support the
ministry of ELCA World Hunger. A light dinner will be served in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30-6:30
p.m. Donations are accepted.

Devotionals based on the weekly Scriptures and written by ELCA World Hunger are available in the
entrance of the church for you to take and use in faith sharing with your domestic church (i.e. at home),
study group or in personal time.

Our Community Prayer for Lent will be borrowed from St. Therese Lisieux,

"Christ has no body but yours, No hands, no feet on earth but yours, Yours are the eyes with which he
looks Compassion on this world, Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, Yours are the hands,
with which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, Yours are the eyes, you are
his body. Amen"
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St. Paul Lutheran Congregational Council Meeting Summary
January 16, 2024 6:30 pm

Present: Pastor Rodney Bluml, Scott Chrisman (President), Michele Countryman (Secretary), Andrea Giegerich, Jamie
Hamblin (Vice President), Vicki Wacker, Susan Koppenhaver, Dustin Paulsen, Ella Vaughn

Not Present: Fred Austin, David Oldham (Treasurer)
Opening Prayer and Call to Order by Scott Chrisman at 6:30 pm.

Consent Agenda Discussion and Approval
December Financial Report (sent by David via email), St Paul Council Meeting Minutes, Pastor’s Report, Treasurer’s
Report

Jamie Hamblin motion to approve the consent agenda. Susan Koppenhaver second. Ayes Carry.

Electronic Discussion(s):
e Motion regarding property at 203 No. Ford (see attached email discussion
Pastor Rodney moved that St. Paul Lutheran make a commitment to memorialize the family members of
Lary Winders as requested in the letter from Attorney Adrian Knuth on 12/18/23, in exchange for
ownership of the property at 203 N. Ford St., Anamosa, IA.
e Susan Koppenhaver second the motion.  Ayes carry

Treasurer Report: Dave Oldham
December Balances: General Checking $34,733.72
Memorial Accounts $29,252.50
Land Maintenance and Development $53,267.72
Income 12/2022 $40,292.95. Income 12/2023 $39,750.11
Expenses 12/2022 $22,713.40. Expenses 12/2023 $21,410.69
Our income compared to budgeted needs for December was up $17,479, our expenses were down $860. Our
income was down slightly, but overall, very generous giving over the holiday season. In looking at our first half of the
St. Paul fiscal year we ended down $1.08 from what we budgeted for the 6-month period. | will say that it is good
planning to end up so close. Overall income is more than expenses. Thanks to the very generous St. Paul
community.

Pastor’s Report

1. Funerals: Rose Hubler Flaig, 12/16/23, Doris Henderson 1/11/2

2. No New Members, Baptisms, or Weddings

3. The “Building A Future with Hope” team (made up of Scott Chrisman, Ralph Andresen, Steve Dornbusch, °
Rodney Bluml, and Nancy Stout) met with Rinderknecht Assoc. on 12/13, and then as a committee for follow
up on 12/18, to discuss data and possibilities. The committee took a pause to pursue information about the
Motorcycle Museum Building. We found it to be in the process of sale.

4. Blue Christmas service was held at 5:15 p.m. on Monday, 12/18 for about a dozen participants. The
hospitality committee headed by Sherri Evans and Tom Sabotta provided cookies and cocoa and tea
afterwards. Fellowship and storytelling about deceased loved ones continued into the 7 o’clock hour.

5. | am grateful for our music ministers who assisted in providing services on Dec. 24 for both the 4th Sunday of
Advent and Christmas Eve. We had 58 attend the 9:00 a.m. service, and approx. 350 attend the 3, 5, and
7:30 services.

6. Because of unforeseen conflicts, the confirmation retreat scheduled for Jan. 6 at Camp Courageous was
reduced to a two hour session hosted at St. Paul. Candidates heard mission trip participants talk about the
Beatitudes coming to life in their encounters and what it means to be a true disciple of Christ. They also
began to work on their faith statements.

7. | was in Des Moines on 1/8, 9, 10/24 for the second gathering of the Moses Project

Old Business
e Fair Labor postings - Posted in Secretary office and in Church Fellowship Hall
e Adjacent North House property discussion
*  Could the memorial fund be used to purchase a bench or other memorial to address Winders
request?
= Is this something that could be submitted to the memorial fund? Not sure on cost. It was noted
that Mrs. Winder did play piano for the youth group. This could be something artistic and
decorative that could be used in the space. Mr. Winder thought this could be around $5000. It
could be a memorial garden or other sculpture. It is wide open and does not have a time limit
as long as the space is marked in some way. Could potentially discuss with older congregates.
Likely would not be decided until we decide how to use the space. Will revisit at a later date.
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Council Minutes Cont.

* Would the land/maintenance account cover the appraisal? Appraisals run around $500-1000
depending on who does it.
= Adrian Knuth or Lary Winders will be setting up the appraisal and billing St. Paul Lutheran for
the appraisal.
+ In anticipation of receding the property, Fred is collecting demolition bids from local companies.
e Building Committee - see Pastor’s Report
e Balcony worship computer update
+ Scott did find a desktop and software for $688.83
» Kaileen also rewrote all of the instructions with the updated materials.

New Business
e The closed circuit TVs in the church are now livestreamed on the TVs. The splitter was taken apart, but Scott
figured out how to fix it. The other part of the request was to fix the microphone that captures the
sound. Can’t hear the congregation sing right now. It looks like the microphone was wrapped up to be out of
the path of the video projector. Scott is checking to see if it still works and could be moved.
e Printer/Copier - New Contract Consideration
*  Following discussion and comparison of costs, Susan Koppenhaver made a motion to move forward
with the Konica Minolta printer contract. Michele Countryman second the motion. Ayes Carry. The
Konica Minolta representative will arrange to have our current machine returned.
o Hospitality team is asking different groups from the faith community to provide a Lenten meal on Wednesday
evenings beginning Feb. 21. The Council was asked but requested more details before committing.
e For Lent there will be noisy offerings for the ELCA World Hunger.
o Ash Wednesday is Feb. 14. Services at noon and 6:00 p.m.
e Next Month: Elect St. Paul representatives for Synod Assembly, if not already done
*  Think about two people to nominate this year. It will be May 17-18 in Coralville. It will be in person,
not virtual this year. David O. and Kaileen went last year.
¢ Next Month: Gather nominations for congregational leadership positions
+  Think about who you may lift up for council membership. Jamie and Susan will be transitioning off
the council. We will need to replace two seats and a youth seat.
Communication
e Kaileen contacted Scott to thank the council for our token of gratitude for the Holidays. Kaileen is going to
now be working part time with Jones County Tourism. She will still fulfill her full-time commitment to St.
Paul. She will be starting on Jan 29th and will be working 20 hours a week at the new position.

Date and time for next meeting: February 12, 2024 6:00pm All Leadership meeting

Motion to adjourn by Dustin Paulson and second by Jamie Hamblin at 8:57 p.m. Motion carries.

Welcome our New Member, Bonnie Raddatz

—I » I have been a visitor at St. Paul's for some time now and enjoyed being part of
af| . such a positive, caring and friendly congregation. That is why I've asked to
' | become a member.

"L T am married to Dick and we have lived in rural Anamosa for almost 10 years. I
== have three adult children, and two grandsons, all living in the Denver Colorado
area. My husband has one adult son who lives in Marion.

We are both retired and enjoy biking, camping and fishing together. My hobbies
# include reading and sewing.

Thank you for making me feel welcome here at St. Paul's.
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CEW Retreat

Has your faith grown cold this winter? Light
a fire in your faith by joining us for a
Christian Experience Weekend! The CEW
retreat will be held March 1-3, 2024, in
Scotch Grove, IA at the Bean Farm. This is
a renewal weekend for adults (both men
and women) and is designed to enable
them to more deeply experience
themselves, their relationship to God and
the Christian Community.

Registration is $55 and includes all meals/
snacks and lodging. For more information,
contact Carol Husmann 319-480-3266 or
go to

http://www.the beanfarmofscotch.qgrove.org
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The Clothes Closet for February

February is St. Paul’s month ., Mi’" & ]\
to help staff the Clothes aAm x
Closet. The Clothes Closet is ‘" - Y,
located inside the United L m ?]m.
Methodist Church and is BN 3T R
open every Thursday from

9am to 4pm. This is a place where anyone
can get free clothes from newborn to adults.
Donations that are clean and free of pet hair
are always welcomed.

There have been changes since the last time
St. Paul was assigned to staff the Clothes
Closet. As a volunteer, you can work as long
of a shift as you want. Once you have been
shown the routine involved, you can help out
whenever it is convenient for you. There will
be a sign up sheet for your use.

If you have questions, please call or text
Jeannette Clayton at 319-560-1364.

Supporting Mental Health in Anhamosa....
The Anamosa Ministerial Association has developed a short-term mental health reimbursement

program in conjunction with RISE Counseling & Consulting, PLLC to assist people requiring
therapy services but may be unable to meet annual deductibles and copays, or are under-
insured. We are making available $250 per client per year. Melissa Paulson and her staff will
assist you in applying for these funds when you arrange your appointments. We encourage
everyone to ask for what you need to support your mental health.
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EPrayer opportunities at St Paul led by Pastor Rodney!

¢ Drumming Circle: Join others in the church chapel from 5:30-6:30 pm the third and fourth
EMondays of the month for drum prayer (see dates below). 11 hand drums are available, first
Ecome, first to choose. We will begin with sharing gratitudes and intentions, then drum, ending

;with a drum wash to those who wish it.

EDrumming is a form of contemplative prayer that invites us to be present to the Heartbeat of
5God As we listen to and feel the drums, we experience the One pulse that gives rise to all the
/ :rhythms and energies of life. It is actually from the feminine energy of the divine that

/ drummlng emerges, and men drum to draw themselves from the head into the heart, seeking

/ «harmony.

'Upcomlng dates for 2024 will be: Mondays, Feb. 19, 26, March 18, 25, April 15,22,

aMay 20, 27, June 17, 24

-~
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Double your ‘do-good’ — Help support our
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Drop off your cans & bottles:

Saturday Feb 17" 9 am - 12 Noon

201 N Ford St Anamosa

: Return your cans and bottles anytime
. Return your Iowa deposit cans, PET bottles & glass bottles to your local
Can Shed
. When you get to the counter tell the staff member, you'd like the value
of your return to go to St Paul’s Youth Group
. The staff member will write an invoice and ask you to sign it.
. Feel good about supporting St Paul’s Youth Group!

Find your nearest Can Shed location

319-366-1300

Redemption Center
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,, I hover on the edge of tears, gazing upon the majesty of
this mountain landscape. The exhaustion of the climb and &
@ its infusion of life sharpens awareness of the divine. Each &
« breath is startling but not nearly as much as what
Z hapEenecil" nex‘r}.\ l—llav(iing climbed above ‘rt\\e 1‘r‘eledlinefcmlcczlj »
L broken through clouds, I venture into the boulder field - & \
2» granite shimmering with pyrite and quartzite, set against & REVERENCING :
» the black sea of basalt. I measure my steps fowards the & EARTH
, summit looming deceptively close. As T clear a corner of & :
» the trail, my wonderment heightens as four grown
mountain goats appear on a rocky outcrop thirty feet - 7
@ away. Our eyes meet. We linger. Then, I cautiously g Vi
@ continue my assent, never breaking my gaze. To my - \ »
& astonishment, the herd mirrors my movements until we »

Z merge, two and four-legged, on the slaggy mountain face. §& | ViciorKimosk& "
) They stare at my red shirt. I take in their muscular » ' VA
2 haunches and marvel at their color perfectly matched to A
» the jagged background. Exhilarated, I keep moving <
® upward, upward. My tears form themselves into a prayer. Z
® A prayer, yes, as simple as it is profound: glorious! Z
Z

&
&

Z
Z) Rodney Bluml

Q This passage is my contribution to a collection of works of art called Reverencing Earth, collated and edited by my
& friend and writing mentor, Dr. Victor Klimoski, and artist Kathy Fleming. The work is available through Amazon and »
2/ a portion of the proceeds are being sent to Earth Island, a citizen action group working on the well-being of the ’
M natural environment. Check it out and consider purchasing a copy for your Lenten meditation time. PRodney <
Z
&
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J’The Ash Wednesday season is ENTEN MEAL SPONSORS

approaching, and once again St. Paul
Celebration Singers will gather to

: . _ _ February 21 Hospitality Committee
J: provide special music during the

February 28 Wednesday morning Men

J’ season. March 6 Musicians
Tentative rehearsal time will be from March 13 Church Council
J’ 4:00 to 5:00 PM on Sunday afternoons, March 20 GABITI Group
beginning on February 18. . .
4J There will be a simple meal between

services on these evenings. Each group
will be responsible for menu, serving,
and cleanup, and will be asking for
volunteers to help. WD4 Young People
will help serve.
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J:Young singers who are able to read
are encouraged to join us, and

J: seasoned singers are always
welcome, with the hope that we will

J’ become truly intergenerational.
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Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort . For
peace in our nation & world, for safety in our schools and
communities and for those seeking a safe home. To add a
name call or email Kathy at 319-462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for
4 weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare is available upon request. Please
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at the
Jones County Community Food Bank - food and funds have
fallen critically low. For the last few months, the number of
families and individuals requesting foods has been
increasing and the shelves are almost bare. Funds are also
being diminished by the demands of purchasing food at
higher prices.

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place,
Anamosa IA 52205. ltems needed this week: Peas,
pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and
personal care items. Please place items in the back of the
church for collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call the Food
Bank to make delivery arraignments (462-4343)

Recorded services are found on St. Paul
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255
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Bread Bakers:

February: Valerie Lambertsen
March: Staci Sullivan

April: Kaileen Weaver

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
February: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
March: Myra Powell

April: Barb Kleis

Wednesday, February 7
* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building

* 6:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Summer Parks
Readings/Prayers: Sara Chrisman
Comm Servers: Summer Parks
PowerPoint: WD4

Sunday, February 11

* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
Greeters: Orlyn/Kathy Brunssen
Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Comm Servers: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
PowerPoint: Susan Koppenhaver

* 10:30am Service
Comm Prep: Barb Wilson
Greeters: Sally Clapp/Dales family
Readings/Prayers: Sally Clapp
Comm Servers: Aaron/Deb Zumbach
PowerPoint: Addie Dales
Livestream: Sebastian G.

Tuesday, February 13

*  1:30pm Scripture Study

*  6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas

*  7:00pm AA—LL CE Building

Wednesday, February 14-Ash Wednesday

* 12:00pm Service
Greeters: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver
Readings/Prayers: Virginia Danielson
PowerPoint: Susan Koppenhaver

* 6:00pm Evening Service
Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal
Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler
PowerPoint: Myra Powell
Streaming: Elijah Secrist

Sunday, February 18

* 8:00 am Service
Comm Prep: Jim/Delores Albrecht
Greeters: Mike/Nancy Bickford
Readings/Prayers: Lois Ocenosak
Comm Servers: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver
PowerPoint: Grant Lubben

*10:30 p.m. Service
Comm Prep: Linda Kenny
Greeters: Rob/Kristy Robertson
Readings/Prayers: Kristy Robertson
Comm Servers: Shawna Giegerich/Kaileen Weaver
PowerPoint: G/L Chrisman
Livestream: Ingrid Vaughn

Tuesday, February 20

*  1:30pm Scripture Study

*  6:00pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas

*  7:00pm AA—LL CE Building

Wednesday, February 21

* 8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building

* 5:00pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Orlyn/Kathy Brunssen
Prayers: Kathy Dornbusch
Comm Servers: Kathy Dornbusch/Marlene Serbousek
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley

* 6:30pm Evening Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Curtis Weaver
Readings/Prayers: Ralph Andresen
Comm Servers: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
PowerPoint: Ella Giegerich
Streaming: A Giegerich
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.
Sundays 8:00 am Traditional

10:30 am Contemporary

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for
opportunities between Sunday services.

r._,
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH H
Feb 10 Barry Anderson Funeral @ 12:30 pm (Visitation 10:30-12:30)
Feb 11 Superbowl| Subs Pickup
Feb 12 All Leadership Mtg 6:00 pm
Feb 13 Dale Gerst Funeral @ 10:30 am (Visitation 8:30-10:30 am)
Feb 14 Ash Wednesday Services @ 12:00 noon and 6:00 pm
Feb 14 Valentine's Day
Feb 16 Winter Can Drive 3 pm—6 pm
Feb 17 Winter Can Drive 9 am—12 noon
Feb 19 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel
Feb 21 Wednesdays of Lent Begins with Biblical Portrayals at 5:00 pm & 6:30 pm
Feb 26 Drumming Prayer 5:30-6:30 pm Church Chapel
;; R ‘4




