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February 17, 2021  Ash Wednesday 
Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 

Lenten Giving Project 
 
During this season of Lent, 
St. Paul will be taking 
donations to support an 
organization called RIP 
Medical Debt.   

 

This organization empowers its donors, like us, 
to forgive billions in oppressive medical debt.  
Medical debt destroys the financial stability 
of large segments of America’s most vulnerable 
communities: the sick, the elderly, the poor, 
and veterans. It also targets the middle class, 
driving many families who are barely getting 
along into poverty. Medical debt isn’t the 
result of bad decisions. It’s a debt 
of necessity.   
 

This is especially true right now, as so many 
families are dealing with staggering medical 
bills. You can help families through this 
important organization by making a donation in 
one of several ways: 
 

Send or drop off a check at the church 
office.  Checks can be made out to St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, with RIP on the 
memo line. 

Put your donation in the “hospital” box during 
in-person worship on Wednesdays or Sundays 
Donations will be collected during all services 
throughout Lent. 

 
Send money or a check with your child(ren) 

to WD4, where he/she can drop it into 
one of the “hospital” boxes. 

 
 

Every $100 donated, forgives $10,000 
in Medical Debt! 
 

If you’d like more information about RIP, 
check out their website at:  https://
ripmedicaldebt.org 

Rural Resiliency Webinar Series -ISU Extension 
This webinar series is a discussion starter and 
healthy mindset promoter for dealing with rural 
behavioral and brain health, communication skills, 
and relationship enrichment for self, marriage, and 
families. Farm families and those who work with 
them as consultants or neighbors are encouraged 
to attend. Local churches or ag businesses are 
encouraged to host a community site, following 
COVID restrictions, to allow farmers and interested 
rural associates to come together for group 
discussion and support. Rev. Dr. Larry Tranel, 
Pastoral Psychologist and Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach Dairy Specialist is the 
featured speaker for: 
 

• March 2—Farm Stress Resiliency and Grief 
• March 9—Personality Keys When “Married” to Farm 
Stress 
• March 16—Dealing with the Stresses of Men, Women, 
and Children 
• March 23—Brain and Behavioral Health “Hacks” to 
Mitigate Distress 
 

Questions can be directed to: tranel@iastate.edu. 
Registration is available at: http://
www.aep.iastate.edu/stress.  

St. Paul Seeking Technology Coordinator 
 
We are seeking to hire a person as 
technology coordinator. The position would 
involve 5-7 hours of work per week at $13/
hour.  
 

Some of the duties would include technology 
upkeep, powering up and down for worship 
services on Wednesday evenings and 
Sunday mornings, and sound-mixing during 
recordings. If interested, please call the 
church at 462-4841. 

mailto:tranel@iastate.edu
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=mdz-2Bud-2BlSyU5Ba3NKUwV109zlYkrJ5PG0WhDRFmQFjzVAhHvrZlBOgPI9mTtywX7aj5Lvbw-2B1q3MJjQ8bk4Equ5rUU41uI4IFd1pcTRktwo-3DiY8C_fjadgqT0Jsgjul7Q2Q6qzt1vaAf44OW7gykJdlATeLvMeq7Ld79EdN-2BtZKmrfEbcBxP5b-2Fq1-2Fg-2BBtkx-2BOdXKQBcE7SIP
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=mdz-2Bud-2BlSyU5Ba3NKUwV109zlYkrJ5PG0WhDRFmQFjzVAhHvrZlBOgPI9mTtywX7aj5Lvbw-2B1q3MJjQ8bk4Equ5rUU41uI4IFd1pcTRktwo-3DiY8C_fjadgqT0Jsgjul7Q2Q6qzt1vaAf44OW7gykJdlATeLvMeq7Ld79EdN-2BtZKmrfEbcBxP5b-2Fq1-2Fg-2BBtkx-2BOdXKQBcE7SIP
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Observing Ash Wednesday and Lent  
at St. Paul Lutheran, Anamosa, 2021 

 
Hello everyone, 
 
The Worship Team wants to invite you to observe Ash Wednesday. Here are ways you 
can engage your domestic home church with the activities of the parish: 
 

-Word Services with Ash Distribution will be offered in the church at noon and 6:00 p.m. on 
Wed. Feb. 17. Please call the office ahead of time to reserve a space for you and 
your family as we observe Covid guidelines. You will have the option to receive the 
ashes on your forehead or the backs of your hands. 
 
Ashes will be brought to the classrooms for those attending WD4. Drive up prayer and Ash 
Distribution will be available in the smaller paved parking lot on the east end of the church 
from 12:45-1:15 p.m., 5:30-6:00 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. till finished. Direct your vehicle 
through the parking lot between the orange cones from the east side alley and exit onto 
Cedar Street from the northwest corner. 
 
A Lenten Devotion Bag is being made available for all members and we hope you will make 
arrangements to take one home. They will include a wooden cross made by one of our 
church members, a copy of the Parish Daily Prayer – the Suscipe, a calendar to guide your 
prayers, alms, and fasting practices, a daily devotional booklet, a donation box for RIP 
Medical Debt (see page 1 for more information), and family discussion guides to 
accompany the portrayals. The bags will be distributed to each of the WD4 families. If you 
do not have a child in WD4 and would like a Lenten Devotion Bag, contact Kaileen at 
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com or (951) 553-5728 by Tuesday, Feb. 16 and it will be 
available for you to pick up in the Education Building on Ash Wednesday. We would be 
happy to deliver one to you if you can’t make it that day. 
 
During Lent: The worship services at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday (recorded) and 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday will remain the same each week, alternating between traditional and contemporary 
styles. Recorded portrayals of characters from the weekly lectionary readings will be posted 
separately from the weekly worship service on the St. Paul website, Facebook page, and 
You Tube Channel. These will include: John the Baptist, Nicodemus, the Woman at the 
Well, the Man Born Blind, Lazarus, and Barabbas. Use your discussion guides to process the 
portrayals as a family. 
 
Daily pray the Suscipe. Then ask, “What am I being invited to give to the Lord 
today?” 
 
Check your commitment card and hold yourself accountable: “How have I prayed, 
fasted, and given alms/acted in a charitable way today?” 
 
Palm Sunday and Holy Week: Details TBD, some outdoor services weather permitting 
-Stations of the Cross with Mary, Mother of Jesus, on Wed., March 31, 6 p.m.- no WD4                     
-Maundy Thursday 6 p.m.   
- Good Friday   6 p.m. 
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1.    A true apology does not include the word “but” (“I’m sorry, but …”). “But” automatically 
cancels out an apology, and nearly always introduces a criticism or excuse. 

2.    A true apology keeps the focus on your actions—and not on the other person’s 
response. For example, “I’m sorry that you felt hurt by what I said at the party last night,” is not 
an apology. Try instead, “I’m sorry about what I said at the party last night. It was insensitive 
and uncalled for.” Own your behavior and apologize for it, period. 

3.    A true apology does not overdo. It stays focused on acknowledging the feelings of the hurt 
party without overshadowing them with your own pain or remorse. 

4.    A true apology doesn’t get caught up in who's to blame or who "started it." Maybe you’re 
only 14 percent to blame and maybe the other person provoked you. It can still help to simply 
say, “I’m sorry for my part in this.” 

5.    A true apology needs to be backed by corrective action. If your sister mentions she’s paid 
for your last few dinners together, apologize and let her know that you plan to pay for the next 
few. 

6.    A true apology requires that you do your best to avoid a repeat performance. Obviously, it 
doesn’t help to apologize with a grand flourish and then continue the very behavior you 
apologized for. Passionate expressions of remorse are empty if you don’t put sincere effort 
into ensuring that there is no repeat performance. 

7.    A true apology should not serve to silence another person (“I said I’m sorry at least 10 
times, so why are you still bringing up the affair?”). Nor should an apology be used as a quick 
way out to get yourself out of a difficult conversation or dispute. 

8.    A true apology should not be offered to make you feel better if it risks making the hurt party 
feel worse. Not all apologies are welcome. Making amends may be part of your healing 
process, but find another way to heal if the other person doesn’t want to hear from you. 

9.    A true apology recognizes when “I’m sorry” is not enough. A serious hurt or betrayal 
requires repair work over time to restore trust. 

Dr.Harriet LernerPh.D.   Psychology Today   Sept. 14, 2014 

Lent calls me to acknowledge my sin and to apologize…to each other and to God.  Here’s a list of 
the nine essential ingredients of a true apology. The next time you need to offer an apology—or are 
on the receiving end of an apology that doesn't cut it—remember these guidelines. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/forgiveness
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Introduction: Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and 
repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters 
of Easter. As we hear in today’s readings, now is the 
acceptable time to return to the Lord. During Lent the people 
of God will reflect on the meaning of their baptism into 
Christ’s death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests 
our human mortality and frailty. What seems like an ending is 
really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in 
which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness. With 
the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that 
flows from the springtime Easter feast to come. 
 
Reading I: The Book of the Prophet Joel 2:1-2, 12-
17  NIV 
 

 Like Isaiah and Ezekiel, Joel appears to have been a prophet for the 
people of the exile (608 – 539 BCE) who served the Temple in 
Jerusalem as a cultic priest. This reading is appropriate for us who see 
Ash Wednesday as a Day of the Lord, traditionally understood as a 
time of judgment. We admit our weaknesses before the Lord and 
implore his mercy. Like the Israelites who expressed their desire to 
repent through fasting, crying out, and rending/tearing of garments, we 
mark our exteriors with ashes so God will know our interior desire to 
repent and grow in love.  
 The trumpet referred to in this passage was the shofar, a ram’s horn 
blown by the priest from the parapet of the Temple (or highest 
building) so that all who were working in the fields or shepherding 
their flocks outside Jerusalem’s walls could come together for a 
pronouncement. In this case, the return to the Lord was so immediate 
that all natural activities of joy and life, including nursing babies and 
celebrating honeymoons (making babies), had to make way for signs of 
repentance so that the Lord would know the peoples’ unity in humility.  
 This reading reminds us that like the Israelites, God has already 
acted on our behalf to bring about joy and freedom for His own sake. 
As the noted Jewish scholar Abraham Joshua Heschel reflects: The 
Hebrew Scriptures are the story of our loving God who reaches out to 
humanity’s longing for acceptance and love despite constant rejection. 
Having the people acknowledge God’s love brings God great joy. 
 

Psalm 51:1-17 
 

Reading II St. Paul’s Second Letter to the 
Christians in Corinth, Greece 5:20-21    NIV 
 

 St. Paul reminds us that we are loved by God, and because of that 
love we are called daily to live in the image of Christ. Paul 
communicates a sense of urgency, demanding that we not wait until 
tomorrow to make a difference in the world, but instead do it today, the 
day of salvation. If we believe that God truly loves us, then we cannot 
continue in our sinful ways. Like ambassadors, we must not allow 
ourselves to participate in sinful division or diminishment of others but 
bring offers of unity and healing. Today is the day to apologize and be 
reconciled! 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  NIV 
 Don’t act like the hypocrites (Greek for “actors”)! Perhaps it is 
obvious, but Jesus is going after the Pharisees and Sadducees again. 
Much in the same vein as Martin Luther in the early 16th century, Jesus 
did not intend to begin a new religion; rather, he wanted genuine 

 

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday Evenings 
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE 
building. Masks are suggested but social 
distancing will be enforced. If you would 
like to attend please call Nancy Douglas for 
details at 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm. 
Masks and social distancing are required.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and 
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa 
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in 
need of canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and 
canned vegetables & fruits. You may also 
drop off food donations to the church 
office during regular business hours or 
during WD4. Please place items under the 
table in the entryway. A church member 
will contact Julie to make arrangements 
for delivery.  
 

Readers,  Ushers & PowerPoint 

techs: If you would like to help at one of 
our Wednesday or Sunday taped or in-
person services call or email Barb Kleis to 
get on the schedule. (319) 480-1196 
kleis.barb@gmail.com 

 

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

Pastor Beener, Betty Hunter, and for all 
facing challenges from the corona virus.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

Psalm 51: 10-12 Create in me a 

pure heart, O God, and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me. 
11 

Do 

not cast me from your presence or 

take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12

 

Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation and grant me a 

willing spirit, to sustain me.  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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reform from within, and wanted it to begin with the religious leaders. 
Both Jesus and Luther had witnessed corruption, greed, and 
indifference among their leaders, and each called for repentance. 
However, in Jesus’ day, the Sadducees kept on protecting their elite 
status in the society by staying friendly with the oppressive Roman 
regime while lining their own pockets with profits from the over-
priced sacrificial animals the people were forced to buy in the Temple 
region (this could be likened to a Jewish form of selling indulgences, 
understood as relief from the punishment resulting from rejecting God 
the source of good. The exploitation of people through this practice 
was one of Martin Luther’s great concerns in the Reformation ). 
Jesus’ response was to upset the marketplace owned and managed by 
the chief priest’s families.  

Many notable Pharisees paraded around in their ceremonial garb 
while engaging in pietistic practices so all could see their superior 
holiness. They were known to even apply makeup to their cheek 
bones so as to look gaunt and deprived. One has to wonder, “Why did 
they need to convince people of their holiness?”  Did people have 
good reason to be suspicious of their motives?”  Perhaps it had to do 
with their conspicuous wealth which the majority of the people did not 
enjoy. Whatever the case may be, Jesus was quick to point out that 
genuine acts of public service or prayer must flow out of and be 
supported by a heart-felt personal relationship with God. They are not 
to be done to gain the approval of others. 
 Don’t be actors! Take off your masks! Remove the false self and 
put forth your true self! This is the challenge given to us by Jesus, but 
how can we be sure that our prayer, fasting, and almsgiving (charity) 
are not acts done with the wrong perspective? Perhaps the spirit of this 
season has to do with stewardship:  the good works we do, the 
sacrifices we make, the alms we give are better understood as matters 
of justice. For example, if I attend Mass more frequently than usual, I 
do it realizing that it expresses the kind of praise I owe God every day 
of the year. If I write a special donation check to a local outreach 
organization, I might feel good because I’ve recognized and 
responded to a need, but more fundamentally, I have given back what 
has always belonged to the needy children of God who received it. If I 
fast from food or drink, I do so hoping that it will lead to a more 
equitable distribution of goods or that those who need it more than I 
will receive it. Fasting is done to intentionally recognize our 
dependence on God. We give things up as a reminder that our 
happiness truly resides in the bounty of God, not from our own efforts 
and not from those around us who admire our acts. Without a humble 
heart, the actions of Lent can seem hollow or even breed resentment. 
And a humble heart is difficult to maintain without openness to the 
voice of the Lord. 
 

Taking it home: 
 

Make a commitment to spend seven minutes a day during Lent in 
silence (no radio, TV, phone, etc.)  Hold a cross or crucifix in your 
hand. After seven minutes, record your thoughts, experience, 
questions….  

 

Is your faith community more attractive to outsiders this year than it 
was last year? Have you personally helped someone change her or 
his perspective of faith? 

 

When making a decision, which of these voices most strongly 
influences you:  coach/instructor, friends, parents, Jesus, police, 
television personalities, music, teacher, minister/priest, celebrities, 

 

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours  
 

Lois:     M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F– 9-noon.  
Kaileen:  M, Tue, Th  8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)   
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.  

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com    (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com   (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728 
Brie Wittenburg  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE 
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will 
return your call ASAP.  

 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  
  

Please call the office for worship reserva-
tions: Wednesday worship by noon on 
Wednesday, Sunday worship by 11:30 am 
on Friday. 
 

ASH Wednesday, February 17 (no communion)  

 NOON Worship (reservations only) 
 Reader: Lois Ocenosak 
 Usher: Nancy Douglas 
 PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
 H.S. WD4 Students/teachers (helpers) 
 6:00pm WD4  
 

ASHES are also distributed at WD4 classes, 
in paved parking lot 12:45-1:15 p.m., 5:30-
6:00 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. until finished.   
 

Thursday, February 18 
 3:00 p.m. HACAP food distribution 
 

Saturday, February 20 
 9:00 a.m. Zoom Drop In  
       

Sunday, February 21 
 9:00am Worship (reservations only) 
  Reader: Don or Deb Hardersen 
  Usher: Don & Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 4:00 pm Confirmation Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 23 
 1:30pm Scripture study  Zoom 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA—Resumed  LL CE building 

(masks & social distancing required) 
 

Wednesday, February 24 

 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
  6:00pm WD4   
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chat room members…? Is there room for more 
positive voices? 

 

Cut out a picture of a child from another culture or 
religion (Iraqi, Afghani, Guatemalan, Islamic, 
Congan, Native American, Chinese, etc.) and post it 
somewhere you’ll frequently see it. If you were 
asked to raise this child as your own, could you do 
it? If you knew you stood between life and death for 
this child, would you choose life?  If yes, what steps 
can you take now to ensure life for such a child? 

 

When and where have you rejected God’s efforts to 
reach out in love? 

 

A Social Statement on: ABORTION [This social teaching 

statement was adopted by a more than two-thirds majority vote at 

the second biennial Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, meeting in Orlando, Florida, August 

28-September 4, 1991.] 

Support for Life after Birth: Many women choose 
abortion in a desperate attempt to survive in a hostile 
social environment. In order to affirm the value of life 
and reduce the number of abortions, it is essential for us 
as a church to work to improve support for life in 
society. Greater social responsibility for the care, 
welfare, and education of children and families is needed 
through such measures as access to quality, affordable 
health care, child care, and housing. Sufficient income 
support for families needs to be provided by employers, 
or, in the case of the unemployed, through government 
assistance. As a society we need to provide increased 
support for education, nutrition, and services that protect 
children from abuse and neglect. Because parenthood is 
a vocation that women and men share, this church 
supports public and private initiatives to provide 
adequate maternity and paternity leaves, greater 
flexibility in the work place, and efforts to correct the 
disparity between the incomes of men and women. The 
law must hold both parents responsible for the financial 
support of their children. 
 

What is the status of this conversation in our local 
faith community? What words or phrases seem 
important to you today? What words challenge you? 
 
Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through 

three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you? What 

images emerge in your imagination?)  

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty; my 

memory, my understanding, and my entire will, 

All I have and call my own. You have given all to 

me. To you, Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; 

do with it what you will. Give me only your love 

and your grace; that is enough for me. Your love 

and your grace are enough for me.    

Suscipe St. Ignatius Loyola 

Lent and Baptism:   
 

 Lent is closely associated with the transition from 
winter to spring. The word “lent,” for example, comes 
from the Anglo-Saxon word for springtime, lencten. It 
describes the gradual lengthening of daylight after the 
winter solstice. Lent evolved around the theme of 
baptism which, from at least the 3rd century, had been 
associated with the vigil of the anniversary of the Lord’s 
resurrection: the Easter Vigil. During the first centuries, 
adults seeking church membership could not just sign 
up; they were “tested” for up to three years. During this 
time, they were instructed, supported in their withdrawal 
from pagan practices and loyalties, and taught to live the 
ways of Christianity. Only when trust had been 
developed were they admitted to candidacy for baptism. 
Finally, during what would become Lent, they received 
intense instruction, submitted to exorcisms, participated 
in special rituals, fasted on Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday, and were baptized during the Easter Vigil. 
 This ritual preparation for Easter was a special time at 
first only for catechumens. Gradually, it became popular 
for those already baptized to participate in this tradition 
of fasting. When the catechumenate was discontinued in 
the Middle Ages due to the widespread custom of infant 
baptism, Christians continued the tradition of fasting for 
forty days in preparation for Easter. (Taken from Catholic 
Customs and Traditions, Greg Dues, Twenty-third Pub. 1995, pg. 74.)   

COVID-19 Vaccine Interest Form—
Jones County 

 

Jones County Public Health encourages anyone who is 

interested in receiving the COVID-19 vaccine to fill out 

our vaccine interest form. It can be found on our website 

at www.jonescountyiowa.gov/public_health. If you need 

help with the form, you can also call 319-462-6945 and 

leave a message including your name and phone number. 

We will call you back to help you fill out the form and 

answer any questions.  

Submitting this form will allow us to notify you when 

vaccine is available for you and provide you with 

information on scheduling an appointment. COVID-19 

vaccination clinics held by Jones County Public Health 

and our partners will take place in Anamosa and 

Monticello on Saturdays, by appointment only, on a 

routine basis. Frequency of clinics will depend on the 

frequency and volume of vaccine allocated to Jones 

County by the Iowa Department of Public Health 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/550272
http://www.jonescountyiowa.gov/public_health
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Council Minutes 
February 8, 2021 – 6:30pm 

 

Council Members Present: Jamie Hamblin, Barb Wilson, 
Shawn Countryman, Nancy Stout, Jason, Geltz, Rodney 
Bluml, Tom Sabotta, Sean Hollett, Susan Koppenhaver, 
Doug Fairbanks 
 

Not Present: Angie Coyle, Nancy Lyon Douglas 
 

Executive Secretary:  Michele Countryman 
 

Welcome/check-in:  Call to order and opening prayer at 
6:35pm 
 

Approve minutes from the January meeting: Shawn 
Countryman made a motion to approve the minutes from 
January. Jason Geltz seconded the motion. Ayes carried. 
 

Pastor Report: Opportunity was given to ask Pastor any 
questions about his report for the month of January.   
 

Approve financial report for January: Discussed if we are 
applying for the next PPE. Tom Sabotta made a motion to 
approve the financial report. Barb Wilson seconded the 
motion. Ayes carried.   
 

Old Business: 
Stewardship Update – It is agreed that stewardship is not 

just about money.  Doug and Jason have some ideas 
they are going to bring to their committee to discuss.  
There are ideas to utilize “The Pulse” to tell stories and/
or share information about stewardship/fellowship.  
Discussed other ways we might be able to reach people 
besides email and mail. Tom is going to set up a 
meeting with Doug and Jason. 

 

Lent – information about Lent is in “The Pulse.”  This year 
the Lent collection will go to the RIP Medical Debt. 

 

February care packages for the homebound – Shawn 
sent a summary to the council members of what he sent 
out to others asking for help.  However, he has not 
received a response.  He asked council members to 
reach out to their committees to see if anyone was 
interested in participating. There will be three groups: 
(1) member location group (2 people) – will work with 
list of people and dropping off care packages, (2) 
materials/funds group (1-2 people) – will work with 
Thrivent funding and getting materials for the care 
packages, and (3) putting care packages together group 
(2 people). 

 

Synod delegates needed – Nancy indicated Susan and Ed 
obtained the most votes at the annual meeting in 
June. Susan indicated she would be willing to do it 
again. She will check with Ed but believe he would be 
interested as well.   

 

Names of individuals to call for discernment of serving 
on council – Council members offered up names of 
people that might want to discern about being part of 
the council 

 

New Business: 
Status of lumberyard – Doug will communicate with Jeff 

Banowetz and determine his plans as the lease for the 

Lumberyard matures in April.  The executive committee 
will then take action prior to the March meeting.   

 

Recommendation for hiring a person for tech support – 
Pastor believes we are in a situation where we need 
consistent tech support for services.  He requested we 
advertise for a technology coordinator for 5-7 hours per 
week.  Pay would be $13/hour for 5-7 hours per week. 

 

Job Description: Technical Support Coordinator - 5-7 hours 
per week, including worship recording times, $13.00/
hour (or matching the other hourly staff).   

Responsible for: church technology equipment upkeep, 
powering up and powering down for indoor worship, 
running the camera during recorded sessions, sound 
mixing during recording. Additional needs: assist in 
expanding to live-streaming, integrate listening devices 
for hearing impaired, purchase of new wireless 
microphone system. 

 

 Susan Koppenhaver made a motion to approve this 
request.  Shawn Countryman seconded the motion. Individual 
votes were taken. Ayes carried. 
 

On-site worship – Discussed how it has been going.  The 
numbers have been small and a couple of the services 
have been cancelled since starting face-to-face 
because of weather. 

 

Naming of individuals for the vision team – Nancy 
indicated those that would be interested in 
participation in the Vision Team – Doug Fairbanks, 
Jason Geltz, Susan Koppenhaver, Angie Coyle, Tom 
Sabotta, Sean Hollett, Nancy Stout, and Pastor.  

 

Facilities Update – Jamie Hamblin made a motion to 
move forward with Rinderknecht. Tom Sabotta 
seconded the motion. Individual votes were taken.  
Ayes carried. 

 

Congregational Report – We are one of the few 
churches that is growing in membership at this time.   

 

Communication: There has been a request from Hawkeye 
Cycling to use the CE Building during RAGBRAI.  They are 
willing to following the Covid-19 precautions put in place. 
 

Request for parking - The council denied a request for parking 
a camper in the CE parking lot.   
 

Agenda for Next Month: Discuss donation for Prison 
Ministries.  Rest of schedule will be determined by the 
executive committee. 
 

Upcoming Events: Lent begins next Wednesday 
 

Time and Date of Next Meeting: Monday, March 8, 2021 @ 
6:30 pm. 
 

Adjourn/Closing Prayer: Shawn Countryman motioned to 
adjourn. Doug Fairbanks seconded the motion. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jamie Hamblin 
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Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

          

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

(call church office for reservation) 
 

 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

 

Blessing the Dust   
A Blessing for Ash Wednesday 

 
All those days 
you felt like dust, 
like dirt, 
as if all you had to do 
was turn your face 
toward the wind 
and be scattered 
to the four corners 
 
or swept away 
by the smallest breath 
as insubstantial— 
 
Did you not know 
what the Holy One 
can do with dust? 
 
This is the day 
we freely say 
we are scorched. 

This is the hour 
we are marked 
by what has made it 
through the burning. 
 
This is the moment 
we ask for the blessing 
that lives within 
the ancient ashes, 
that makes its home 
inside the soil of 
this sacred earth. 
 
So let us be marked 
not for sorrow. 
And let us be marked 
not for shame. 
Let us be marked 
not for false humility 
or for thinking 
we are less 
than we are 

but for claiming 
what God can do 
within the dust, 
within the dirt, 
within the stuff 
of which the world 
is made, 
and the stars that blaze 
in our bones, 
and the galaxies that spiral 
inside the smudge 
we bear. 
 
–Jan Richardson 

 


