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February 15, 2026 Transfiguration of Our Lord

Thank you St Paul family!

We are overflowing with gratitude for everyone who showed up this week to help move pews, clear the
sanctuary, and prepare our church for the next stage of renovation. Your hands, your strength, your laughter,
and you willingness to serve made a big job feel like a joyful one. What a beautiful reminder of what it means
to be the Body of Christ.

As we prepare to enter the next season of Lent, we'll be worshiping together in our Fellowship Hall while the
sanctuary is renewed. In many ways, this temporary move mirrors the heart of Lent itself—stepping out of
what’s familiar, simplifying, and remembering that Jesus often met people in unexpected places.

Come pray, sing, and worship with us in the Fellowship Hall as we wait with hope for the day we return to a
refreshed sanctuary. God is doing something new here and we're grateful to walk this path together.

Thank you for helping us Creatively Connect, Joyfully Service, and Intentionally Grow

After extensive input from scholars, theologians, and church members, ELCA Churchwide
recently released....

The social statement on faith and civic life, titled “"Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well
-being of All." It addresses the relationship between religious organizations and political
authority, guiding Lutherans in civic engagement.

We are inviting you to join in Circles of Trust small group discussions held in the
Fellowshlp Hall. Pastor Rodney will facilitate on Mondays Febr'uar'y 23 and March 2™ &
9™ from 6-7:30pm and on Thursdays February 26™, and March 5™ & 12™ from 7-8:30pm.
We will cover approximately 17 paragraphs of the document each week.

Scott Chrisman will facullta‘re dlscusswns between services (9:20-10:20 am) on Sundays in
the CE Building February 15™& 22", and March 15'& 8™. This group will cover about 13
paragraphs each week.

No registration is necessary, but we will begin discussing the first set of chapters at the
first gathering. So secure your copy and do the preparation reading ahead of time so you
can fully participate.

A single complementary copy of the social statement is available by calling 800-638-3522
or can be downloaded from the ELCA website as a PDF. Find this and all ELCA social
statements and messages online at ELCA.org/socialstatements. Hardcopies are now
available in the Fellowship Hall.

Overview of the Social Statement

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly adopted the social statement in 2025, following a process
initiated by the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. This document serves as a theological framework
for Lutherans, encouraging them to engage in civic life while promoting justice, peace, and the
common good. It aims to shape conscience and inform faithful action in public life.
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Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance
as we journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. As we
hear in today’s readings, now is the acceptable time to
return to the Lord. Perhaps the monks walking for peace
are an extra sign of the goodness in this path for healing
we call Lent.

During Lent, the people of God will reflect on the meaning
of our baptism into Christ’'s death and resurrection. The
sign of ashes suggest our human mortality and frailty and
dependence on God. What seems like an ending is really
an invitation to make each day a new
beginning, in which we are washed in God’s
mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our =~
brow, we move and we pray for the spiritual
renewal that comes with the springtime. =

L /Kf-—y-f P vep Wﬂ F oy | Join us for our service of Word and Ashes in the
=G

Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, February 18th at
12:05 pm and 6 pm service times.

CEW Retreat

Do you want your faith to grow during this Lenten season? This is a great opportunity to spend time in prayer with God and
fellow Christians. Ignite your faith by joining us for a Christian Experience Weekend!

The CEW retreat will be held February 27—March 1 at The Bean Farm, 7131 148th Street, Scotch Grove, IA. The retreat
begins Friday at 7:00 pm and concludes Sunday at approximately 4:30 pm. This renewal weekend is designed for adults to
more deeply experience their relationship with themselves, God and the Christian community.

Registration is $55 and includes all meals, snacks and lodging. For more information, please contact Lynn Engelken at 319-551
-2139 or visit http://www.the beanfarmofscotchgrove.org

Dinner With Friends
Is winter getting you down, tired of your own cooking, need to share a

little laughter and a friendly smile? Please put your pots and pans away
and share your evening with friends at Tyler and Downing in downtown P De ,;
Anamosa on Tuesday, February 17th at 5:00 pm. See you therell

Jones County Food Bank Needs Your Help

Our food bank has been recently blessed with adequate food donations, but they are lacking in personal care items.
If you'd be so kind, they would be grateful. Your donations can go in the same cart as we put our food items in the
back of the church. Items needed are:

Shampoo

Conditioner

Deodorant

Bar soap
Body wash
Toothpaste
Toilet paper
Feminine hygiene products
Baby diapers.
With many thanks and blessings, on behalf of the Food Bank Committee.




St. Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Outreach
Lenten Noisy Offering

2Jur faith community continues to thrive as we embrace new opportunities
ana work together toward helping others. During Lent, we are excited about
an initiative, to help Ewalu’s “Close the Gap” campaign. Ewalu has close to
$1.4 million in a gap in funding for their Cedar Lodge project.

For over sixty years, Cedar Lodge has been a sacred gathering place; nurturing
faith, community, and connection to God’s creation. It is my understanding
that St. Paul Lutheran Anamosa has sent a several children to camps there
over many years in the past. Through the incredible generosity of supporters,
they have successfully raised over $2.1 million for the Ewalu Cedar at 60
Capital Campaign, topping our $2 million goal. This overwhelming support
reflects the deep value placed on Ewalu’s mission. However, as we are
aware, construction costs have risen dramatically across the country. After
final design and bidding, they now face a $1.4 million shortfall to complete
the full scope of renovation as intended.

Their Board invited us to prayerfully consider making a special gift to the
Cedar at 60 Campaign. The gift, no matter the size, will directly reduce the
need for borrowing and allow them to focus entirely on the building project
and preparing the new Cedar Lodge for ministry.

We have decided to use the Lenten Noisy Offering to help them. The first
collection will start during services the first week of Lent and will continue
until the end of Lent.

Be prepared to bring you loose change to each service or bills will work too.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jerry Crowe (317) 989-9165.
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From the heart of the
universe, humans'’
fundamental calling is to
listen, listen for the music that
rises from the pavement,
threads its way among the
trees, slips through opened
windows passed rumble &
roar of traffic.

Listen, listen to voices that
speak behind words and in
their silences. Hear their urgent
longing, their sorrows, the
ragged striving for joy in
darkened times.

Listen as the universe
speaks, its eloquence
given freely

to the innocent, the loutish,
the old woman on a park
bench feeding birds and
telling them all she knows.

For the beauty Kathy Fleming The Calling by Dr.
Vic Klimoksi
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2/9/26 Sanctuary Seating Survey Summary 40 written responses 45 verbal responses

1. Which statement best reflects your current sentiment about seating in the remodeled
sanctuary?

1. strongly prefer chairs 1111111111111111111 19

2. mildly prefer chairs 11111111111111 14
3. could live with chairs 1111111111111 13
4. no preference 111111111111111111111111 24
5. could live with pews 11 2
6. mildly prefer pews 111111

7. strongly prefer pews 1111111 7

2. Is there anything you would like leadership to understand about your response?

If the church doesn't change with the times, people won't come.
I strongly recomm end all pews or all chairs, whichever way we go.
Prefer hybrid model with some pews in the back. 11111111111

I appreciate the wood of a pew and a connection to a living piece of furniture. There is an emotional
connection to touching a piece of wood that grandparents, parents, and children have touched.

I would like the pews up front and the chairs in back.
Organize work groups to help move chairs when needed.
T'll continue to worship here as long as I'm able regardless of the choice made.1

How cleanable are fabric chairs? How long before they look unappealing and cannot be cleaned? Will we end
up replacing chairs often which then becomes a financial burden?

Do we have a financial plan to replace carpet as necessary under the seating area? Will this carpet age
quicker than the rest of the space? If yes, could be an additional financial burden.

I have been in a church with chairs that locked together and could be moved easily.

I like that the chairs connect together so they look permanent and won't slide around.

I like the seating with the pews in the back and a distinct center aisle.

I strongly prefer pews in some capacity, either hybrid or all. It helps me to feel at church rather than at
home or work.

Lots of people put hands on pews to stand up, but perhaps that is just habit.

Flexibility trumps tradition in this case.111111111

I prefer pews but understand that flexibility is key to long term growth and I support that most. 1
I can see the benefit of chairs and chairs in balcony and adding matching for large events.

Where will the extra chairs be stored? 1

I think children do better in the pews. 1

Will chairs accommodate diaper bags, coats, etc. ?
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Sanctuary Seating Survey Summary—cont.

First complete the renovations as originally planned. That is the agreement/covenant made with the
members of the congregation. Other projects can be considered later in phase two. Major deviations
from the original plan will cost the trust and support of the members. Just because something is a
good opportunity doesn't mean it is an appropriate action. Construction projects typically take longer
than planned and cost more than expected. Don't use funds for extras until the original projects are
completed and paid for. Chairs are a want of a few people—- not a need identified by the majority of
our members.

Will we need a coat rack upstairs?

Thanks to the committee: 1111111111
3. Additional thoughts or questions:
current pews would look tired and worn in the new space.
Consider putting a railing along the steps in the back of the altar area to prevent falling over
the edge. 11

NB: the first time a comment was offered, it was recorded. If it appeared on another survey,
it received a notch.

*The opinions of the Remodeling Team are not reflected in this survey summary.
Verbal responses: Ed Gerst, Susan K., 7 Lambertsen, 2 Clayton, Kathy Brunssen, Dorothy
Postel, Vickie & Gary Behnke, Ashtyn Weber, Paula & Serge Sisler, Shawna Giegerich (4), Brian

Tenley/Kelsie Nank (6), Stair (2), Shelly Plotz, Kaileen Weaver, 5 LaDue, Deb/Dave Oldham,
Tim Hollett, 2 Condry, 2 Paulsons

--Submitted by Pastor Rodney
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ST PAUL DIRECTORY
Staff 2025-2026

Pastor: Rodney Bluml
Worship: (319) 389-6153
blumiwa@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant:
Kathy Brunssen
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(319) 462-4841

Children's Youth Family Ministry (CYFM )
Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(951) 553-5728 (319) 462-4841

Church Address:
201 N Ford Street
Anamosa, IA 52205

Mailing/Office Address:
103 E Cedar Street
Anamosa, IA 52205
(319) 462-4841

Church Website:
www.stpaulanamosa.com

Church Council Executive Officers

Council President: Scott Chrisman
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 431-1320

Council Vice President: Jason Geltz
Grounds/Maintenance (319) 533-3189

Council Treasurer: David Oldham
Finance (319) 560-3518

Council Secretary: Shelby Hollett
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 480-8529
Future with Hope Committee

As a Congregation our mission is to:

Creatively Connect
Intentionally row
Joyfully Serve

: SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all generations,
: backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul will
= be known as disciples of Christ in the World.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours .
Languages: English, Spanish .
800-273-8255 E

— L — L — L — L — L — L 1
Readings for February 22
John: 11:1-44 |
Psalm 104:27-30

_—_—_—_—_—__J
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Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, especially
Bob Hefflefinger , Leslie Schwartz (niece of Jan Allaire) and also

Jan Allaire. For peace in our nation & world, for safety in our
schools and communities and for those seeking a safe home.

To add a name call/email Kathy 319-462—4841 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.

Bread Bakers

February: Valerie Lambertsen

March: Stacie Sullivan

April: Kaileen Weaver & 1st Communion Families
Deliver Food to Food Bank

February: Ralph/Sandy Andresen

March: Myra Powell

April: Barb Kleis

Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy
Lyon Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday
evenings at 6:00 pm & Thursday Evenings at 7:00pm

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank:

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105
Broadway Place, Anamosa |IA 52205. The ideal
donation will enable a family to “make a meal,” so items
such as pasta and canned pasta sauce, canned tuna
and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger Helper items are
great. Personal care items are always welcome. Many
people who don’t use food stamps don’t know that those
on food stamps can’t use that money for personal care
items—only food. So, personal care items would be
great.

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website,
YouTube page or Facebook page.

Mondays: 6:00 pm NA—LL CE Bldg

Tuesdays: 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, Call Nancy Lyon Douglas
7.00 pm AA—LL CE Bldg

Thursdays: 7:00 p-m NA—LL CE Bldg

* Wednesday, February 18

* 6:00 pm Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Fred/Lindsey Austin
Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Comm Server: Fred/Lindsey Austin
PowerPoint: Beth Hora

* Sunday, February 22

* 8:00am
Comm Prep: Virginia Danielson
Greeters: Don/Deb Hardersen
Readings/Prayers: Don/Deb Hardersen
Comm Server: Don/Deb Hardersen
PowerPoint: Susan Koppenhaver

* 10:30 am
Comm Prep: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
Greeters: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
Readings/Prayers: Ralph Andresen
Comm Server: Aaron/Deb Zumbach
PowerPoint: Ella Giegerich
Livestream: Luke Chrisman
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mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service
will be held at church

- Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service
B ‘ will be held at church.

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service
will be held at church

(T — ]
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Feb 15, 22 Circles of Trust 9:20-10:20 am Fellowship Hall
Feb 16 Council Mtg @ 6:30pm
Feb 17 Dinner with Friends @ Tyler & Downing 5pm
Feb 18 Ash Wednesday 12:05pm & 6pm services Fellowship Hall
Feb 19 HACAP 3-4pm
Feb 23 Circles of Trust 6-7:30 pm Fellowship Hall
Feb 26 Circles of Trust 7-8:30 pm Fellowship Hall
Mar 1, 8 Circles of Trust 9:20-10:20 am Fellowship Hall
Mar 2 Women's Bible Study—Fellowship Hall 12:45-3pm
Mar 2,9 Circles of Trust 6-7:30 pm Fellowship Hall
Mar 5, 12 Circles of Trust 6-7:30 pm Fellowship Hall
Mar 16 All Leadership/Council Mtg 6:00pm
Mar 16-20 Spring Break
Mar 18 No WD4
Mar 19 HACAP 3-4pm
Mar 26 1st Communion Retreat 5:30-7:30pm
Mar 28 1st Communion Retreat 9:00-11:00 am
Mar 29 Palm Sunday
— ——




