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Earthõs Womb or Splanchnizomai 
 
I hover on the edge of tears, gazing upon the majesty of 
this mountain landscape.  The exhaustion of the climb and 
its infusion of life sharpens awareness of the divine.  Each 
breath is startling but not nearly as much as what 
happened next.  Having climbed above the tree line and 
broken through clouds, I venture into the boulder field ð 
granite shimmering with pyrite and quartzite, set against 
the black sea of basalt.  I measure my steps towards the 
summit looming deceptively close.  As I clear a corner of 
the trail, my wonderment heightens as four grown 
mountain goats appear on a rocky outcrop thirty feet 
away.  Our eyes meet.  We linger.  Then, I cautiously 
continue my assent, never breaking my gaze.  To my 
astonishment, the herd mirrors my movements until we 
merge, two and four-legged, on the slaggy mountain face.  
They stare at my red shirt.  I take in their muscular 
haunches and marvel at their color perfectly matched to 
the jagged background.  Exhilarated, I keep moving 
upward, upward.  My tears form themselves into a prayer.  
A prayer, yes, as simple as it is profound:  glorious! 
 

Written by Rodney Bluml 

This passage is my contribution to a collection of works of art called Reverencing Earth, collated and edited by my 
friend and writing mentor, Dr. Victor Klimoski, and artist Kathy Fleming.  The work is available through Amazon and 
a portion of the proceeds are being sent to Earth Island, a citizen action group working on the well-being of the 
natural environment.  Check it out and consider purchasing a copy for your Lenten meditation time.   PRodney  
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Celebration Singers 

Iõm sorry to let you know that there has 

been lack of interest in resuming 

Celebration Singers for the Lenten season.  

You are invited to volunteer solos or small 

groups if you wish. 

Thank you, 
Virginia 

LENTEN MEAL SPONSORS 
 

February 28   Wednesday morning Men  
March 6     Musicians  
March 13    Church Council  

March 20    GABATI Group  
 

There will be a simple meal between services 
on these evenings.  Each group will be 

responsible for menu, serving, and cleanup, 
and will be asking for volunteers to help. WD4 

Young People will help serve.  

Dinner With Friends 
 

Snow postponed our last outing but our hearts are warm and hopeful that you 

will consider having Dinner with Friends on Thursday, February 22nd at 5 p.m. 

at McOttos in Anamosa.  All are welcome, come hungry!   

Questionsé.Sherri Evans 319-981-0283 

Family Caregivers Center and the Innovation Center of Mercy 
 

Just recently, Pastor Rodney and Nancy Lyon Douglas had the privilege of touring one of these 
centers.  The Family Caregivers Center of Mercy is a resource of family caregivers who are caring 
for adults living with chronic conditions, such as dementia, Parkinsonõs, cancer, diabetes, heart and 
lung diseases, arthritis, COPD, etc. 
 

Caregivers may often feel alone, overwhelmed and are not sure where to find help.  Sometimes it 
is difficult to even know what help is needed.  Through individual meetings, trained volunteers and 
staff members listen to caregivers to help them identify needs, strengths, answer questions and 
connect to community resources.  Support groups, multi-week discussion groups and educational 
sessions help caregivers connect to others in similar circumstances with access to trusted 
resources in two welcoming and supportive environments:  Family Caregivers Center at the 
Downtown 901 building, 901 8th Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 and the Family Caregivers 
Center at the DeWolf Innovation Center, 9000 C Avenue NE, Cedar Rapids, IA 52402. 
 

The Center provides: 
¶  One-on-one meetings to discuss your caregiving situation 
¶ Menõs, Womenõs and Wednesday Afternoon Coffee Groups 
¶ Multi-week supportive learning and discussion groups 
¶ Multi-week series for caregivers whose loved-one has died 
¶ Educational events 
¶ Question & Answer session (i.e. Veteranõs benefits and Medicaid) 
¶ Together in Song Chorus 
¶ Master Gardener events 
¶ Up-to-date resource lists and connection to trusted community resources 
¶ Book lending library 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the Family Caregivers Center of Mercy, the contact 
information is:   fcgc@mercycare.org or Familycaregiverscenter.org or call @  319-221-8866 
 
They also have a newsletter that comes out monthly and Iõm sure if you are interested, they would 
be happy to add your name to the list receiving one by email or mail.  Just give them a call and 
theyõll be happy to do whatever works for you. 
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Lent is Here! 
 

The Wednesdays of Lent beginning Feb. 21, will be marked by two services with 
Biblical Portrayals at 5:00 and 6:30 p.m.   
 

Noisy offerings will be 
taken up throughout 
Lent to support the 
ministry of ELCA World 
Hunger.  A light dinner 
will be served in the 
Fellowship Hall from 5:30-
6:30 p.m.  Donations are 
accepted and will go to 
support rent assistance in 
Jones County. 
 

Devotionals based on the 
weekly Scriptures and 
written by ELCA World 
Hunger are available in 
the entrance of the 
church for you to take and use in faith sharing with your domestic church (i.e. at home), 
study group or in personal time.   
 

Our Community Prayer for Lent will be borrowed from St. Therese Lisieux,  
 

$Ejtkuv"jcu"pq"dqf{"dwv"{qwtu."Pq"jcpfu."pq"hggv"qp"gctvj"dwv"{qwtu."[qwtu"ctg"vjg"g{gu"
ykvj"yjkej"jg"nqqmu"Eqorcuukqp"qp"vjku"yqtnf."[qwtu"ctg"vjg"hggv"ykvj"yjkej"jg"ycnmu"vq"
fq"iqqf."[qwtu"ctg"vjg"jcpfu."ykvj"yjkej"jg"dnguugu"cnn"vjg"yqtnf0"[qwtu"ctg"vjg"jcpfu."
{qwtu"ctg"vjg"hggv."[qwtu"ctg"vjg"g{gu."{qw"ctg"jku"dqf{0 " Cogp$ 
 

Easter Lily Orders 
 

If you would like to order a lily to help 
beautify the sanctuary for Easter: 
¶ Sign the paper that is on the table 
in the back of the church, 

¶ Indicate who the lily is in honor of 
or in memory of, 

¶ Put cash or a check payable to 
Anamosa Floral in the envelope 
that is attached to the paper.  Lilies 
are $13. 

 

Deadline for ordering is Sunday, 
March 17th. 
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REMINDER:  A light dinner will be served in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. every Wednesday thru Lent.  Donations are accepted and will go to 
support rent assistance in Jones County. 


