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February 28, 2021  2nd Sunday of Lent 
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Lenten Giving Project 
 

During this season of Lent, 
St. Paul will be taking 
donations to support an 
organization called RIP 
Medical Debt.   
 
 

This organization empowers its donors, like us, 
to forgive billions in oppressive medical debt.  
Medical debt destroys the financial stability 
of large segments of America’s most vulnerable 
communities: the sick, the elderly, the poor, 
and veterans. It also targets the middle class, 
driving many families who are barely getting 
along into poverty.  
 
You can help families through this important 
organization by donating in one of several 
ways: 
 

• Send or drop off a check at the church 
office. Checks can be made out to St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, with RIP on the 
memo line. 

• Put your donation in the “hospital” box 
during in-person worship on Wednesdays or 
Sundays 

• Send money or a check with your child(ren) 
to WD4, where he/she can drop it into one 
of the “hospital” boxes. 

 

Donations will be collected during all services 
throughout Lent. 

 
 

Every $100 donated, forgives $10,000 
in Medical Debt! 
 

If you’d like more information about RIP, 
check out their website at:  https://
ripmedicaldebt.org 
 

Donations 2/17-2/21: $532.51 

St. Paul Seeking Technology Coordinator 
 
We are seeking to hire a person as 
technology coordinator. The position would 
involve 5-7 hours of work per week at $13/
hour.  
 

Some of the duties would include technology 
upkeep, powering up and down for worship 
services on Wednesday evenings and 
Sunday mornings, and sound-mixing during 
recordings. If interested, please call the 
church at 462-4841. 

High School Youth: We have one 
spot left for the high school mission 
trip to St. Louis, July 25-30, 2021. We 
are working with Youth Works to 
provide a safe and quality 
experience. The cost of the trip is $300 
(a scholarship is available).  If you are 
interested in going or finding out more, 
please contact me at 389-6153.   
 

Pstr Rodney 

2021 
St. Louis 

High School 
Mission Trip 
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Introduction: The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings 
is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: God’s promise to make 
them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting 
covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s 
faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We 
receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and 
Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get 
new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 
 
Portrayal: Nicodemus 
 
First Reading:  Genesis 12:1-4a {NIV} 
 

 The book of Genesis is the first of the five great Hebrew books 
called the Torah. Genesis was written to explain the pre-history of 
humanity and the early history of the Israelites. The authors of Genesis, 
who wrote between 1000 and 500 BCE, attempted to explain through 
symbol rich stories such mysteries as the creation of the world, the 
origin of humans and their relationship to the creator, how sin and 
separation entered the world, why marriage exists, and why different 
languages can be heard. 
 Jews, Muslims, and Christians all claim Abraham as their father of 
faith. Today’s first reading tells us why. Abram {“Exalted Father” in 
Heb.} and his wife, Sarai {“Princess” in Heb.}, are told to pack up 
camp, take their kin away from the land of their ancestors, and move to 
a land Yahweh would show to them. It is an invitation to complete 
conversion, stripping away all that is comfortable and familiar with the 
promise of something better. For Abram, it was a chance to leave the 
idol worship of his ancestors, but as is so often the case, if he was to 
fully worship Yahweh, he and his family had to exchange their 
surroundings for a new environment. God promised that after some 
hard times and struggles, Abram would be blessed seven times over 
with land and descendants {the number seven in Hebrew scripture 
refers to ‘perfection.’} Because of Abram’s obedience and trust in God, 
his name is changed to Abraham, which means, “Father of a host of 
nations.”  The story will go on to tell of Abraham’s first born, Ishmael, 
his other son, Isaac, and Isaac’s son Jacob, and the twelve sons he 
fathered to create the nation we call Israel. In telling the story again, we 
recognize how the promises of God have been fulfilled. God is an 
awesome God! 
 
Psalm 22:  23 - 31  
 
 
Gospel -- John 3:1-17 {NIV} 
 

In the Gospel of John, Nicodemus is another example of someone 
coming to greater faith in God’s salvation through the works of Jesus 
the Christ. Nicodemus is presented to us earlier in this same chapter as 
one of the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem, a member of the Sanhedrin 
(Religious Court that functioned similar to the U.S. Congress), who 
found intrigue in Jesus’ message. Because Nicodemus held a position 
of leadership, he regarded Jesus cautiously, and so to protect his honor 
among the other Jewish leaders, went to Jesus under the cover of 
darkness. The darkness is a strong symbolic idea for John because 
those who do not believe in the Name (Power) of Jesus remain in the 
nighttime of disbelief. Jesus is the light and revelation of God’s power. 

 

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday Evenings 
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE 
building. Masks are suggested but social 
distancing will be enforced. If you would 
like to attend please call Nancy Douglas for 
details at 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm. 
Masks and social distancing are required.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, make checks payable to Jones 
County Community Food Bank  and 
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa 
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in 
need of green beans, pork & beans, canned 
tomatoes. You may also drop off food 
donations to the church office during 
regular business hours or during WD4. 
Please place items under the table in the 
entryway. A church member will contact 
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.  
 

Readers,  Ushers & PowerPoint 

techs: If you would like to help at one of 
our Wednesday or Sunday taped or in-
person services call or email Barb Kleis to 
get on the schedule. (319) 480-1196 
kleis.barb@gmail.com 

 

Please Pray for the Following People 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

Pastor Beener, Betty Hunter, and for all 
facing challenges from the corona virus 
and natural disasters.  
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.  

Thank You from the Pate Family: 
Thank you to our St Paul family for all your 
prayers and concerns while we dealt with covid 
in January.  We all 4 were fortunate enough to 
have had it!  All your calls, texts,  and emails 
were appreciated!  We are all pretty much back 
to normal. Doug is still anxiously awaiting to be 
able to taste and smell.  We are truly blessed to 
have such a nice hospital in our community and 
I can say that with first hand experience now 
with my little 5 day "staycation"!  Please stay 
safe and can't wait until we can all worship   
together again someday,  hopefully soon! 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Those who believe live in the light and are saved by the truth. 
 But like most of us, this is not the totality of Nicodemus’ spiritual 
journey. He appears two more times in the gospel, and each time he 
expresses a deeper commitment to Jesus. In 7:50-51, Nicodemus 
defends Jesus’ before the Pharisees. They are mocking Jesus because 
he is from Galilee, “the armpit of the nation.”  They ask: How can he 
be the Messiah when he is from the little hicktown, Nazareth? The 
Messiah is supposed to be from David’s line and from Bethlehem; 
surely the savior cannot come from outside Judea. Nicodemus sticks 
up for Jesus by asking the question: “Can we judge a person before we 
have given him a chance to speak in his own defense?”  For his 
question, Nicodemus is shamed by the other Pharisees. They accuse 
him of being from lowly Galilee as well. This is to dishonor him by 
putting him with the people who are not important, and that is exactly 
where they place Jesus. Nicodemus drops the argument but has 
already taken a step outside his comfort zone by trying to address an 
injustice among the leaders. His conversations with Jesus in the dark 
are beginning to reveal some light. Like Jesus when he went to the 
lepers, Nicodemus ventures outside the conventional boundaries. 
 Later, we see Nicodemus’ full conversion when he joins Joseph of 
Arimathea in the public act of anointing and burying the body of the 
crucified Jesus (19:38-42). His actions are in the daylight and clearly 
separate him from the non-believing Sanhedrin members who remain 
in the dark. Notice that Nicodemus’ conversion occurs even before the 
resurrection. By believing the message of Jesus, he has already begun 
to live the qualities of a righteous, eternal relationship with God. 
 The oft quoted Jn. 3:16, was designed by John to elicit strong 
responses. In his experience, “the world” that God acted to save 
actually is comprised of people who are at odds with Jesus, His Spirit, 
and the community baptized in His name. John is adamant that his 
community is outside the world because it is born of a spirit “from 
above” (3:3). When confronted with a Christ who was shamefully 
crucified, those who failed to understand often responded with 
shocked disbelief and even violence at the absurdity of the notion and 
the judgment being passed on them by this crazy Christian sect. 
Modern believers who wave the Jn. 3:16 posters in public should not 
be surprised when they are met with angry protests from those who do 
not share the Christian light. 
 

Taking it home: 
 

Name where your life feels barren or empty right now. Is it because of 
something you’ve done, a choice you’ve made, or something you 
had no control over (i.e. someone’s death). Ask Holy Spirit to be 
with you in that desolate place. Stay there. Be quiet. Feel and 
name the emotions. Look for the signs of life present there. 

 
Talk with someone you trust about this issue:  “Do I participate in 

church and perform acts of goodness in response to the knowledge 
that God loves me, or am I trying to win God’s favor?”  Compare 
your relationship with God to other significant relationships: your 
parents, friends, teachers, coaches…. What or who motivates you 
to be your best? 

 
Find two other people to join you:  pick a neighborhood other than 

your own. Walk around it picking up the garbage. Greet people. 
Note how people respond to you.   Continued next page 

 

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours  
 

Lois:     M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F– 9-noon.  
Kaileen:  M, Tue, Th  8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)   
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.  

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com    (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com   (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (951) 553-5728 
Brie Wittenburg  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com (319) 975-8186 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE 
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will 
return your call ASAP.  

 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

  

Please call the office for worship reserva-
tions: Wednesday worship by noon on 
Wednesday, Sunday worship by 11:30 am 
on Friday. Unregistered guests risk being 
sent home due to full in-person capacity. 
 

Wednesday, February 24 

 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
  Reader: WD4 Student/teacher 
  Usher: Curtis Weaver 
  PowerPoint: Addie Dales 
   

 6:00pm WD4—CE Building 
 

Saturday, February 27 
 9:00 a.m. Zoom Drop In  
       

Sunday, February 28 
  9:00am Worship (reservations only) 
  Reader: Ralph Andreesen 
  Usher: Ralph & Sandra Andreesen 
  PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 

Tuesday, March 2 
 1:30pm Scripture study  Zoom 
 6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building 
 8:00pm AA— LL CE building (masks & 

social distancing required) 
 

Wednesday, March 3 

 6:00pm Worship (reservations only) 
  Reader: Ben Coyle 
   6:00pm WD4   
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 

Anamosa, IA 52205 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

          

In-Person Worship Services  
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.  
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

(call church office for reservation) 
 

 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

 

 
Is there a situation in your life that is destructive to 

committed relationships and healthy living 
because it is filled with temptations (to satisfy 
your lusts or ego, to doubt God’s love, to put 
yourself in control, to put your trust in earthly 
objects)? If so, are you being challenged to 
remove yourself and change your 
environment, group of friends, or attachments 
for the sake of right relationships? 

 

Describe a time you were challenged to trust God 
over your own desires. What convinced you to 
trust? What resulted? 

 

Look at the people around you. Name the things 
that unite you to them. Make an extra effort to 
let the Shekinah of God shine through today. 

 

Which of these images for God is closest to the 
one you hold: critical observer or ultimate 
participant?   These 
    come from Richard Rohr’s book, Divine Dance: 
The Trinity and Your Transformation. Consider it   
    for Lenten reading. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Interest Form—
Jones County 

 

Jones County Public Health encourages anyone who is 

interested in receiving the COVID-19 vaccine to fill out 

our vaccine interest form. It can be found on our website 

at www.jonescountyiowa.gov/public_health. If you need 

help with the form, you can also call 319-462-6945 and 

leave a message including your name and phone number. 

We will call you back to help you fill out the form and 

answer any questions.  

Submitting this form will allow us to notify you when 

vaccine is available for you and provide you with 

information on scheduling an appointment. COVID-19 

vaccination clinics held by Jones County Public Health 

and our partners will take place in Anamosa and 

Monticello on Saturdays, by appointment only, on a 

routine basis. Frequency of clinics will depend on        

the frequency and volume of vaccine allocated to     

Jones County by the Iowa Department of Public Health. 

http://www.jonescountyiowa.gov/public_health

