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March 6, 2022   Ash Wednesday 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 
 

The Pulse Deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.  

 

Ash Wednesday is March 2 
Service times will be at noon and 6 pm 
 
Wednesday’s during Lent: service 
times will be at 5:00 pm and 6:15 pm. 
 
Sunday services remain 8:30 & 10:30 

ALY: March is St Paul's month 
to pack.  We'll meet at 10:00 

AM in the lower level of the Ed 
building on Thursday, March 
3rd. Next pack date will be 

March 17. No sign up 
necessary. Just come! 

Dear Parents, 
   We would love to work with you to bring 
your children to communion with Christ when 
he/she is hungry and curious to know the love 
of Jesus in this way. 
    We rely on you to present your child to us 
when he/she expresses the desire to 

participate in communion with some understanding of why it is 
significant.  
  Soon, we will be preparing students to receive First Communion on 
Maundy Thursday or the Sunday following Easter by gathering with you 
for a mini-retreat on either Thursday, March 31st(pizza offered) or 
Saturday April 2nd(donuts offered) in which we will talk about 
Christ's presence in the Eucharist, make a personal banner, and bake 
communion bread as an act of service for the whole community.  If you 
have a child you feel is ready or would like more information, please 
contact Kaileen Weaver by March 24th at (319) 480-6031 
or cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com   

mailto:cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For healing and comfort for all in need 
especially, Nick Hartlet, George Wood, Bob 
Krapfl, Dan Lambertsen, Shaun & Valerie 
Lambertsen Family; Hank Biere; and for 
those who continue to struggle with all 
aspects of the COVID pandemic. For peace, 
that we strive to learn from others even if we 
tend to disagree! 
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

 

Introduction: Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and 
repentance as we begin our journey to the baptismal waters of 
Easter. As we hear in today’s readings, now is the acceptable time 
to return to the Lord. During Lent the people of God will reflect on 
the meaning of their baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection. 
The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. What 
seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new 
beginning, in which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
With the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that 
flows from the springtime Easter feast to come. 

GriefShare is available upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested 
319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, checks should be written to Jones 
County Community Food Bank and mailed 
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. 
Items needed this week: peas, pancake mix 
and syrup, canned tuna, Mac & Cheese and 
personal care items. Please place items in 
the back of the church for collection by St. 
Paul volunteers OR call the Food Bank to 
make your own delivery arraignments 
(462-4343) 

Reading I: The Book of the Prophet Joel 2:1-2, 12-17  NIV 
 
 Like Isaiah and Ezekiel, Joel appears to have been a prophet for the 
people of the exile (608 – 539 BCE) who served the Temple in 
Jerusalem as a cultic priest. This reading is appropriate for us who see 
Ash Wednesday as a Day of the Lord, traditionally understood as a time 
of judgment. We admit our weaknesses before the Lord and implore his 
mercy. Like the Israelites who expressed their desire to repent through 
fasting, crying out, and rending/tearing of garments, we mark our 
exteriors with ashes so God will know our interior desire to repent and 
grow in love.  
 The trumpet referred to in this passage was the shofar, a ram’s horn 
blown by the priest from the parapet of the Temple (or highest building) 
so that all who were working in the fields or shepherding their flocks 
outside Jerusalem’s walls could come together for a pronouncement. In 
this case, the return to the Lord was so immediate that all natural 
activities of joy and life, including nursing babies and celebrating 
honeymoons (making babies), had to make way for signs of repentance 
so that the Lord would know the peoples’ unity in humility.  
 This reading reminds us that like the Israelites, God has already acted 
on our behalf to bring about joy and freedom for His own sake. As the 
noted Jewish scholar Abraham Joshua Heschel reflects: The Hebrew 
Scriptures are the story of our loving God who reaches out to 
humanity’s longing for acceptance and love despite constant rejection. 
Having the people acknowledge God’s love brings God great joy. 
 
Psalm 51:1-17 
 
Reading II St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Christians in Corinth, 
Greece 5:20-21    NIV 
 

St. Paul reminds us that we are loved by God, and because of that love 
we are called daily to live in the image of Christ.  Paul communicates a 
sense of urgency, demanding that we not wait until tomorrow to make a 
difference in the world, but instead do it today, the day of salvation.  If 
we believe that God truly loves us, then we cannot continue in our sinful 
ways.  Like ambassadors, we must not allow ourselves to participate in 
sinful division or diminishment of others but bring offers of unity and 
healing.  Today is the day to be reconciled! 
 
Luke 6:27-38  The Message 
 

The Lord’s anointed love their enemies! 
             Is the Golden Rule sufficient for understanding life in the 
Kingdom of God? Is “Do unto others as you would have them to do 
you,” the rule by which to judge all actions? According to Jesus’ 
statements in the Sermon on the Plain, no, it is not enough. As baptized 
members of God’s Kingdom, we are called to go beyond the golden 
rule, because it still keeps “me” at the center of decision making. In 

Tie Quilts Days & Times  
(starting 10am each day)    

 
Monday March 14     Tuesday March 15 
 

 Monday March 21  Tuesday March 22 
 
Evening and weekend work times can be 
scheduled as needed.  
 
For further information, please contact 
Virginia Danielson at 319-481-0466 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, March 2  ASH WEDNESDAY 

 12:00pm Worship Service 
   Greeter: Tom & Sheri 
   Reader & Prayers: Tom Sabotta 
   PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 6:00pm Worship Service 
   Greeter: Darla Algoe 
   Reader & Prayers: Darla Algoe 
   PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 

 6:00pm WD4 
 

Sunday, March 6 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Ed Gerst, Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeter: Ed Gerst, Susan Koppenhaver 
  Reader & Prayers: Jane Ortgies 
  PowerPoint: Conor Fortune 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Barb Wilson 
  Greeter: Ben & Angie Coyle 
  Reader & Prayers: Ben Coyle 
  PowerPoint: Lambertsen boys 

Tuesday, March 8 
 1:30pm Scripture study  
 Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 
 7:00pm AA— LL CE building  

 

Wednesday, March 9   
 5:00pm Worship Service 
   Greeter: Marge Bohlken 
   Reader & Prayers: Polly Chalstrom 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
 6:15pm Worship Service (with WD4) 
   Greeter: WD4 
   Reader & Prayers: WD4 
   PowerPoint: WD4 
 
 

Sunday, March 13 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt 
  Greeter: Mark & Rhonda Bickford 
  Reader & Prayers: Virginia Danielson 
  PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak 
 

 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Deb Oldham 
  Greeter: Dan & Marilyn Lambertsen 
  Reader: Dan or Marilyn Lambertsen 
  Prayers: Kaileen Weaver 
  PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson 
 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9-2; 
Tuesday 8:30-1:30; Wednesday 9-2; 

Thursday 9-2; Closed Friday 

Luke’s account, we are challenged by Jesus to keep God’s will and 
respect for others at the center of our actions; sometimes that is very 
uncomfortable, even absurd. But love dispels fear, and prayer (an 
honest relationship with God) is the only way we can live this law, 
especially with regards to those who wish us ill-fate or harm. 
            Ask yourself what the love of an enemy would look like. It is 
not ignoring a person, or avoiding somebody; it is not constituted by 
pity or a desire for revenge or even quiet disregard. It is only through 
the presence of God that a person is able to actively “do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you.”  Absurd as this seems, Jesus, in his humanity, modeled this 
virtue for us. He did not resist, lash out, curse, or blame his 
persecutors during his passion. Instead, he healed the servant’s 
severed ear, prayed from the cross for his executioners, consoled the 
weeping women while dragging the means of his death, invited the 
repentant thief into Paradise, and accepted the fate of being titled 
“King of the Jews.”  The good news is that while his actions made 
little sense to his followers before his death, the resurrected life Jesus 
received from God made all the suffering and humiliation take on 
meaning.  
            Luke uses the words of Jesus to challenge the cultural norms 
of his society in which stereotyping and inequality were accepted. 
The judging that he questioned is the kind used by those who see 
themselves as better than others and seek to eliminate, ignore, or take 
advantage of those perceived as less advantaged. We can decipher 
that he was speaking to wealthy folks because they had two coats and 
money to lend. The challenge further goes on to include the fair 
treatment of strangers. He wanted his community to extend the same 
hospitality to the wayfarer that they would extend to their families. 
To give without expecting repayment is the kind of generosity parents 
extend to their children and dependents. It was not normally applied 
in society where the law of reciprocity ruled the day (I lend to you 
and you are indebted to me until you repay.) 
            This gospel passage is difficult for most of us to hear because 
we immediately apply it individually and take on the private burden 
of fulfilling its precepts. Our western, Greek zeitgeist trains us to do 
that. But the “you” in this passage is plural. Jesus is speaking to 
numerous disciples, and Luke is speaking to the members of his 
community in about 80 A.D., who are trying to decide whether or not 
to be baptized followers of this Jewish Messiah.  The codes and 
creeds of Christianity were still being worked out, and Luke makes it 
very clear that the identity of the community must be judged on its 
social actions; not merely on the ideals and beliefs it holds. If they 
imitate with each other the open-handed, open-armed posture of 
Jesus’ God who constantly extends salvation and mercy to the world, 
they will look different than the rest of society and create the Kin(g)
dom Jesus initiated. 
 

Taking It Home:  Is there a real place in your life right now where 
you can extend hope, comfort or welcome?  Can you imagine the 
difference it will make?  

Sounds and Sweets presents "Music Through the Decades", 
Friday, March 11th, at 6:00 pm at the Ellen Kennedy Fine Arts Center at the 
Anamosa high school. Join us for an evening of jazz band, solos, duets, 
piano quartet, dance trio, and the final performance this year of the Sadie 
Street Singers!  Throughout the evening, enjoy our "guest auctioneers" with 
our live dessert auction. You won't want to miss these 
auctioneers!  Guaranteed to keep you laughing!  Hope to see you there! 
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services 
 

Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. Blended  
Traditional Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols are appreciated. 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

 

 

Lenten meals are back!  
The kitchen crew is a team; similar to a baseball team everyone takes a turn up 
to bat! 
 

Lenten meals would be a homerun if you can step up to the plate! The sign up 
sheet to help in the kitchen is on the bulletin board near the entryway.  
 

Thanks so much for taking time to help with St Paul projects. Feel free to call 
me with any questions. Silver cord hours can be earned. 
 

We are not requesting bars this year as they will be made at the church the day 
of the meal.  
 

Thanks so much,     Lori Reynolds 319-821-0702 

Wednesday’s during Lent: Come Eat! Come enjoy the community. The meal will be served from 
5:15 to 6:30 p.m. Come before or after the Lenten service times of 5:00 pm and 6:15 pm and 
enjoy this year’s portrayals. 
 

If you have time sign up to help! 

 Up Coming Events 
 

March 11: Youth Activity (7th-12th grade) at LCC and Church.  
 

March 18: St. Paul Family Fun Night at LCC. 


