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March 8, 2026 Third Sunday in Lent

Lent 2026: Crossroads
Our Lenten journey this year is called Crossroads: a series centered on the
defining choices of faith that shape lives.

Each week we gather around tables in the fellowship hall for a light meal at 5:40
p.m., followed by worship at 6:05 p.m. The setting may be different while our
sanctuary is under renovation, but the spirit has been rich and meaningful. Last
week we had a wonderful crowd and there is still room for more to join us at the
table.

We began with Abraham, who chose trust over doubt when God called him to go
without knowing the destination. It was a powerful reminder that faith often means
stepping forward even when the future feels uncertain.

This Week: Esther — Faith Over Fear

This Wednesday we meet Esther, who found herself at a crossroads that required
tremendous courage. Faced with fear and uncertainty, she chose faith. Her story
asks a question we all must answer at some point: When fear rises, will we step
back — or step forward in trust? You won’t want to miss this week as we continue
walking this Lenten road together.

Our WD4 ministry is mirroring the Crossroads theme across the street at the
Christian Education building. While adults gather at tables in the fellowship hall,
children and youth are engaging the same biblical characters in age-appropriate,
interactive ways. This shared journey is a beautiful opportunity for families to talk
about the same themes at home.

Lent is not just a season on the calendar, it is an invitation to reflection, renewal,
and deeper trust. And perhaps one of the most beautiful gifts of this season is the
opportunity for our three worship services to come together around one table:
sharing a meal, sharing worship, and building community in ways we don’t always
get to experience. It is a chance to see new faces, strengthen friendships, and
remember that we are one body in Christ. Pull up a chair. Bring a friend. There is
still room at the table.
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Spring Forward—March 8th—Turn your clocks ahead!!
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~ St. Paul Youth Egging
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toward the youth service trip. Reserve
your €qging spot today!
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Outreach
Lenten Noisy Offering

Our faith community continues to thrive as we embrace new opportunities
ana work together toward helping others. During Lent, we are excited about
an initiative, to help Ewalu’s “Close the Gap” campaign. Ewalu has close to
$1.4 million in a gap in funding for their Cedar Lodge project.

For over sixty years, Cedar Lodge has been a sacred gathering place; nurturing
faith, community, and connection to God'’s creation. It is my understanding
that St. Paul Lutheran Anamosa has sent a several children to camps there
over many years in the past. Through the incredible generosity of supporters,
they have successfully raised over $2.1 million for the Ewalu Cedar at 60
Capital Campaign, topping our $2 million goal. This overwhelming support
reflects the deep value placed on Ewalu’s mission. However, as we are
aware, construction costs have risen dramatically across the country. After
final design and bidding, they now face a $1.4 million shortfall to complete
the full scope of renovation as intended.

Their Board invited us to prayerfully consider making a special gift to the
Cedar at 60 Campaign. The gift, no matter the size, will directly reduce the
need for borrowing and allow them to focus entirely on the building project
and preparing the new Cedar Lodge for ministry.

We have decided to use the Lenten Noisy Offering to help them. The first
collection will start during services the first week of Lent and will continue
until the end of Lent.

Be prepared to bring you loose change to each service or bills will work too.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Jerry Crowe (317) 989-9165.

With Lent and Easter upon us, we are skipping March and
scheduling our next “Dinner with Friends” on Thursday, April 9th at

=& 5:00 pm at Hillside Sports Bar in Monticello. Please join us for a
relaxing dinner at a special place where everyone is welcome.

Circles of Trust small group discussion held in the Fellowship Hall on Monday, March 9™
from 6-7:30pm. We will cover sections V & VI.

Scott Chrisman will facilitate discussions between services (9:20-10:20 am) on Sunday in
'rhehlower'klevel of the CE Building March 8™. This group will cover about 13 paragraphs
each week.
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This check reflects Dean Niklasen's effort to
salvage, separate and reuse the metals out of
our boilers and pipes in the church.

Thanks to Dean for his extra conscientious
effort to reuse and reclaim.
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ST PAUL DIRECTORY
Staff 2025-2026

Pastor: Rodney Bluml
Worship: (319) 389-6153
blumiwa@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant:
Kathy Brunssen
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(319) 462-4841

Children's Youth Family Ministry (CYFM )
Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(951) 553-5728 (319) 462-4841

Church Address:
201 N Ford Street
Anamosa, IA 52205

Mailing/Office Address:
103 E Cedar Street
Anamosa, IA 52205
(319) 462-4841

Church Website:
www.stpaulanamosa.com

Church Council Executive Officers

Council President: Scott Chrisman
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 431-1320

Council Vice President: Jason Geltz
Grounds/Maintenance (319) 533-3189

Council Treasurer: David Oldham
Finance (319) 560-3518

Council Secretary: Shelby Hollett
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 480-8529
Future with Hope Committee

As a Congregation our mission is to:

Creatively Connect
Intentionally Grow
Joyfully Serve

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all generations,
: backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul will
= be known as disciples of Christ in the World.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

_—_—_—_—_—_—1

Readings for March 15
John 18:28-40 |
Psalm 145:10-13

_—_—_—_—_—__J
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Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, especially
Donna Condry and Wilma Anderson. For peace in our nation &

world, for safety in our schools and communities and for those
seeking a safe home.

To add a name call/email Kathy 319-462—4841 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.

Bread Bakers

March: Stacie Sullivan

April: Kaileen Weaver & 1st Communion Families
May: Brian Lubben

Deliver Food to Food Bank

March: Myra Powell

April: Barb Kleis & Virginia Danielson

May: Ralph/Sandy Andresen

Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy
Lyon Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday
evenings at 6:00 pm & Thursday Evenings at 7:00pm

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank:

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105
Broadway Place, Anamosa |IA 52205. The ideal
donation will enable a family to “make a meal,” so items
such as pasta and canned pasta sauce, canned tuna
and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger Helper items are
great. Personal care items are always welcome. Many
people who don’t use food stamps don’t know that those
on food stamps can’t use that money for personal care
items—only food. So, personal care items would be
great.

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website,
YouTube page or Facebook page.

Mondays: 6:00 pm NA—LL CE Bldg

Tuesdays: 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, Call Nancy Lyon Douglas
7:.00 pm AA—LL CE Bldg

Thursdays: 7:00 p-m NA—LL CE Bldg

* Wednesday, March 4

* 6:00 pm Service
Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek
Greeters: Summer Parks
Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler

* Sunday, March 8

* 8:00am
Comm Prep: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
Greeters: Mark/Rhonda Bickford
Reading/Prayers: Macen Garrett

* 10:30 am
Comm Prep: Cathy Crowe
Greeters: Ben/Angie Coyle
Readings/Prayers: Ben Coyle

* Wednesday, March 11

* 6:00 pm Service
Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal
Greeters: Ken/Pam Humpal
Readings/Prayers: Beth Hora
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service
will be held at church

Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service
- will be held at church.

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service
will be held at church

—— ||
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Mar 8 Daylight Saving Time Starts: Don't forget to set their clocks forward.
Mar 8 Circles of Trust 9:20-10:20 am Lower level of CE Bldg
Mar 9 Circles of Trust 6-7:30 pm Fellowship Hall
Mar 16 All Leadership/Council Mtg 6:00pm
Mar 16-20 Spring Break H
Mar 18 No WD4
Mar 19 HACAP 3-4pm
Mar 20 First Day of Spring: The official end of winter.
Mar 26 1st Communion Retreat 5:30-7:30pm
Mar 28 1st Communion Retreat 9:00-11:00 am
Mar 29 Palm Sunday: This is the start of Holy Week.
Ll— — ——




