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Creatively Connect
Intentionally Grow
Joyfully Serve

We are accepting nominations for discernment to
leadership on the St. Paul Council and/or
Committees: Discipleship, Grounds & Maintenance,
Member Care, Worship, Finance, Missional
Outreach, and Stewardship. If you would like to
submit the name and contact information for
someone you think would make a good leader at

St. Paul to Barb Wilson, Shawn Countryman or
Pastor Rodney, we will invite the person into a
month of discernment before asking for an answer.
The discernment includes daily prayer asking God if
this is a call to leadership, personal gifts inventory,
consideration of roles and responsibilities of a leader,
prayer with the vision and mission of St. Paul. This is
a very exciting time for our faith community. We
want to invite you to listen to God with us so we can
be led by those whom God is calling. Is it you?

St. Paul Seeking Technology Coordinator

We are seeking to hire a person as technology
coordinator. The position would involve 5-7
hours of work per week at $13/hour.

Some of the duties would include technology
upkeep, powering up and down for worship
services on Wednesday evenings and Sunday
mornings, and sound-mixing during
recordings. If interested, please call the church
at 462-4841.

Just a reminder to set your clocks
forward Saturday evening March 13.

100th Anniversary: And the gathering continues. ..

St. Paul volunteers continue to gather pictures from
events celebrated at our church. If you have photos from
Baptisms, weddings, anniversary celebrations or
anything else that happened at St. Paul, please send
photos to Lois to copy to use for our 100th Anniversary
Celebration (photos will be returned email and mailing
address are above.)

Also we are now starting to collect a short paragraph
from all our members describing when you joined St.
Paul and what activities you have been involved in (i.e.
council, choir, ladies circles, study groups, ushering,
WD4 teacher, helping with VBS. Please list your
contributions to the congregation,.) Here is an example.
Mike Bickford has been a member of St. Paul since birth,
being baptized, confirmed and married here. He married
Nancy Freese Bickford on June 24, 1972 at St. Paul when she
also became a member. They have two daughters, Holly
Nicole Bickford Loney and Amber Diane Bickford Holland
who were baptized at St. Paul and were confirmed here

also. Mike and Nancy were Sunday School teachers many
years ago, have participated and assisted with church meals,

serve as ushers, and assist with communion. Nancy has served
two terms on the church council.
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Orders are being taken for lilies to decorate for Easter. Lilies are
$11 and will be ordered and delivered to the church. The order form is
at the church office or on the table in the back of church during in-
person services. Please put your money or a check to Anamosa Floral
in the brown envelope. Deadline is Sunday, March 21st. Memorials or
honorariums will be in the Easter bulletin. If you would prefer to mail

your order please include the names for memorial in the envelope with
the check. Thank You Lois

LUTHERAN

Lutheran World Relief news update... C(-\).) WORLD RELIEF

For over 75 years, the Lutheran World Relief Quilt & Kit ministry has worked with caring people like you to
share God’s love with families around the world who face disaster, family separations, wars and poverty.

But something happened in 2020. Yes, the global pandemic. When we were facing our new normal last
spring, your LWR team members at St. Paul made the decision not to ask people to shop for kit items, and
we didn’t gather to tie quilts because of the distancing requirements.

And now it’s 2021. People around the globe still are in need of our help. We are beginning to see new life
here at St. Paul, and the possibilities of a new kind of normal.

We may not be able to create a spring shipment of quilts, but we think things have changed enough to invite
St. Paul folk to gather items for a shipment of Personal Care Kits for the mid-April in-gathering.

Why Personal Care Kits? When families find their homes destroyed, or must flee for their safety, soap and a
towel barely make the cut for what they can carry. The simple items included in a Personal Care Kit provide
a chance to regain some dignity in situations of fear and uncertainty. Each kit includes:

e Onenew lightweight bath towel, preferably dark colors
e Two or three bath-size bars of soap, any brand, in original wrapping
e One adult tooth brush in original packaging (note: we have enough at this time)
e One sturdy comb (no picks or fine-toothed)
e One metal nail clipper
Kit items can be placed in the marked container in the entrance of the Ed building.

If you prefer to donate cash, you might choose to give a gift to purchase kit items or for the cost of shipping.
Each kit costs approximately $2.65 to ship, which includes the addition of a tube of toothpaste. Cash
donations can be given or mailed to Dee Ihlenfeldt or brought to the church office, clearly marked LWR.
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Join us for Holy Week and Easter services
in the way that is most prayerful for you!

At St. Paul Lutheran, Anamosa, we are pleased to share our plans to offer prayerful services for Palm Sunday, Holy
Week, and Easter so you can join us in a meaningful way.

Because we cannot rely on comfortable weather or dry ground in the first week of April, services will be held mostly
in-person and in-doors while being live-streamed and posted on our YouTube Channel, and hopefully Facebook, on
the following days and times:

Palm Sunday, March 28 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service, St. Paul Church

10:30 am. Contemporary Service, St. Paul Church
Palms will be sent home with WD4 families and made available inside the office building doors the week before for
worship in your domestic churches. We will bless them together at the beginning of our service.

Wed. March 31 6:00 p.m. The Way of the Cross with Mary, the Mother of Jesus. St. Paul Church
Reflections on 14 moments in the final passion (suffering) of Jesus from the perspective of his mother, shared by
women of the community.

Maundy Thursday, April 1  6:00 p.m.  St. Paul Church
Good Friday, April 2 6:00 p.m. St. Paul Church

Easter Sunday April 4 6:40 a.m. Outdoor Sunrise Service with communion
Rotary Pavilion, Wapsi State Park (no reservation required). Bring a folding chair.

8:30 a.m. Traditional Service, St. Paul Church

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service, St. Paul Church

In order to provide a safe environment in our moderately sized sanctuary, we are following the Pandemic Guidelines
from the Ecumenical Consultation on Protocols for Worship and Sacraments issued Feb. 2021.
e Wear a mask fully covering your mouth and nose at all times.
e Maintain a distance of at least 6 feet from all persons not living in your household.
e To guarantee safe social distancing in our sanctuary, we are allowed a maximum of 45 participants in 15 pews.
You are encouraged to contact the office ahead of time (462-4841, stpaulanamosa@gmail.com) to reserve seats for
you and your household. You are welcome to present yourself at a worship service without a reservation, but if all
seating is reserved or occupied, know that you might be asked to return at another time.

As we have been emphasizing over the last year, if you are not able to join us in person, please set aside time for you
and your household to worship with us via live-stream or recorded service. We encourage you to be the church God
desires you to be wherever you are. We look forward to warmer weather and upcoming opportunities when we can
more fully gather as a faith community. In the meantime, keep praying for each other!
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Please Pray for the Following People
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
Pastor Beener and for all facing challenges
from the corona virus and natural

disasters.

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4
weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare will meet on Tuesday Evenings
at 6:00 pm in the lower level of the CE
building. Masks are suggested but social
distancing will be enforced. If you would
like to attend please call Nancy Douglas for
details at 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE
building on Tuesday evenings at 8:00 pm.
Masks and social distancing are required.

Jones County Food Bank: To donate
money, make checks payable to Jones
County Community Food Bank and
mailed to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa
IA 52205. For appointment to drop off/
pick up call Julie at 462-4343. They are in
need of canned vegetables, canned fruits &
beef stew. You may also drop off food
donations to the church office during
regular business hours or during WDA4.
Please place items under the table in the
entryway. A church member will contact
Julie to make arrangements for delivery.

Readers, Ushers & PowerPoint
techs: If you would like to help at one of
our Wednesday or Sunday taped or in-
person services call or email Barb Kleis to
get on the schedule. (319) 480-1196
kleis.barb@gmail.com

Psalm 23: 3

He guides me
along the right paths
for his name’s sake.

Introduction: Baptism is sometimes called enlighten-
ment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man
born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,”
declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see
the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As
David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God
anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear withess to
the light of Christ in our daily lives.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 NIV

How do you choose the people you wish to follow? Is your
choice based on athletic ability, intellect, a well-spoken word, an
angelic voice, wealth, a “sexy” body, or a poetic discourse? We are
reminded in this reading that sometimes our best leaders are the
least likely candidates. What is important for God’s leaders is that
they are like a shepherd: attentive, patient, steadfast, and willing to
appear the fool in the world’s eyes. Frequently, the best leaders are
those who lead us through a desert experience before revealing to us
the source of their strength. Sometimes they are young. David was
just such a leader. Even though he was not perfect, he became the
greatest king in Israel’s history.

Prior to David’s being anointed king, Samuel {whose name
means “gift of God”} the Priest/Prophet had anointed Saul as king
against his better judgment because the people had raised Saul up
by casting lots (by chance). Saul promised them security as a strong
military leader. Despite Samuel’s support and mentoring, Saul was
unwilling to obey God’s will. He chose to rely on his own power
and satisfy his own desires. He became a jealous leader. His
eventual downfall resulted from relying on his own power and his
inability to heed God’s wishes.

In today’s reading, Samuel is sent to the house of Jesse near
Bethlehem, of the tribe of Judah, to anoint the next king. Jesse is
known to Samuel and Saul as an upstanding patriarch. David
(whose name means “beloved”) is not yet a man and is the least
significant of Jesse’s sons, but ironically fits the part of a humble
hero from the start: he is handsome, ruddy, compassionate, musical,
athletic, a shepherd, and the Lord was with him.... Much to the
brother’s chagrin, it becomes apparent to Samuel that in him, the
Lord will establish the promised royal dynasty that will last forever.

Perhaps it is significant to note that the Spirit of the Lord rushed
upon David when Samuel poured oil upon his head and stayed with
him through his life. This is the same experience Christians claim in
baptismal anointing.

Psalm 23 NIV

Second Reading: The Letter to the Ephesians 5:8-14
NIV

The author of this letter is following St. Paul’s letter style by
writing about the development of the early Christian communities
into what the author called “the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic
church.” The author sees how Holy Spirit is working through the
ordered ecclesia or “organized faith community” in these four
descriptive “marks.”

In this particular passage, the author is focusing on that which
makes the church holy, blameless, spotless, and without wrinkle:


https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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namely, baptism. Baptism expresses the changes in the way a
person thinks, acts, and makes decisions when s/he is truly open to
the light of Christ revealed. Truth, honesty, and integrity are
pleasing to the Lord. Lies, deceit, and apathy or indifference are
unfruitful works of darkness. During this Lenten Season, let us
“Arise from the dead,” and let the truth, who is Christ, shine on us.
In this way, individually and collectively, we can bring some of
the Light of Christ to the world.

Gospel: John 9:1-41 NIV

What does conversion look like in this story from John’s
gospel? It is going from blindness to sight. It is encountering the
one who knows our needs. It is being washed in the healing waters
of love. It is struggling to believe that this kind of power exists. It
is being challenged to name the one who heals us. It is being sent,
to testify by example. It is being cast out. It is standing face to face
with the healer and saying, “I believe.” It is being sent....

Jesus is confronted by the people for this healing because the
Jews believed that infirmities, like blindness, were the result of
someone’s sin. Since this man had been born blind it couldn’t have
been caused by his own personal sin, so they reasoned it must have
been the result of the sin of his parents or ancestors. Regardless,
the man is a beggar, a person on the fringe. Jesus uses the
opportunity to show that physical ailments are not punishment for
sin and that no one deserves to be an outcast. He cures the man and
changes his life. Notice that while his blindness is no longer the
reason for the Pharisees to cast him out, they still throw him out of
the synagogue for his refusal to cooperate and his simple belief in
the one who healed him. It looks like the man will continue to
suffer separation for his belief, but Jesus comes to him and defends
him before the self-righteous Pharisees. His life is changed, and he
comes to believe in “the prophet.” The man’s life is a model for
the process of conversion, all people of faith experience times of
exclusion and times of belonging. In the end, our encounters with
the Lord bring us to grateful praise.

On another level, this story has a practical metaphorical
application for John’s community. Shortly before John wrote his
gospel, the Pharisees who had been driven out of Palestine when
the Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed by the Romans in 70
A.D. had gathered in Jamnia. These leaders saw a threat in the
followers of Jesus and had passed a resolution demanding a
berakah (prayer) be said daily in the synagogues that condemned
the followers of Jesus and cut them off from the Jewish
community. The Jewish members of John’s community were
deeply hurt by this imposed separation. They found themselves
having to choose between their new family of Jesus’ followers and
their different-believing blood families. In turn, John described his
community as the new people of light who “saw” because they
believed in Jesus and had confidence in the Kingdom of God
ushered in by his life, death, and resurrection. Like the Essenes
before them, they formed the true Israel; not the re-organized Jews
under Pharisaical leadership. In contrast, according to John, the
Jewish leadership’s sin of unbelief in Jesus held them in darkness,
blind to their own self-deceit. That is, they acknowledged the
healing power of God revealed in Jesus, yet they could not place
their faith in him as Messiah. They were too focused on keeping

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St.
Paul Facebook page.

Pastor Rodney will be out of the office
3/15-20/20. Pastor Kathryn Franzenburg
will preside at worship on 3/17. Call Pastor
Wade Reddy at Wayne Zion in cases of
emergency.

Please call the office for worship reserva-
tions: Wednesday worship by noon on
Wednesday, Sunday worship by 11:30 am
on Friday. Unregistered guests risk being
sent home due to full in-person capacity.

Wednesday, March 9

+  6:00pm Worship (reservations only)
Reader: Polly Chalstrom
Usher: Jamie Hamblin
PowerPoint: Musicians

*  6:00pm WD4—CE Building
Saturday, March 13
*+  9:00 a.m. Zoom Drop In

Sunday, March 14

* 9:00am Worship (reservations only)
Reader: Kristy Robertson
Usher: Countryman family
PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson

4:00pm Confirmation Meeting

Tuesday, March 16

*+  1:30pm Scripture study Zoom

*  6:00pm Grief Support—LL CE building

*+  8:00pm AA— LL CE building (masks &
social distancing required)

Wednesday, March 17
*  6:00pm Worship (reservations only)

*  6:00pm WD4

St. Paul Scheduled Office Hours

Lois: M-9-2; T 9-1:30; W&Th 9-2; F— 9-noon.
Kaileen: M, Tue, Th 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (or by phone)
Call for an appointment: Pastor Rodney, Nancy, or Brie.

*

St Paul Staff Emails and Phone Numbers

Pastor Rodney
blumlwa@gmail.com

Nancy Douglas, Treasurer
njldouglas@hotmail.com

Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Brie Wittenburg
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

Lois Ocenosak
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(319) 389-6153
(319) 551-3358
(951) 553-5728
(319) 975-8186

(319) 721-9893

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will
return your call ASAP.
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the law (doing it the right way) to accept this
unconventional manifestation of God’s power. The
last two paragraphs of today’s gospel clearly make
this point.

As you read the story, replace the unnamed
“blind man” with the “members of John’s
community”.

Taking it home:

--Describe the predominant characteristics of the
people you look to as leaders right now?

What strengths and/or weaknesses do they manifest?
Do they model Christian values rooted in love?

--How can people tell you are baptized when they
watch you? Which Christian traits do you model
for others?

--Where are you in the cycle of conversion (see
commentary on John‘s gospel)? Ask God to heal
your blindness.

--Tell about a time you were excluded by people for
trying to do the loving thing?

--Name the most powerful experience/symbol in
worship that helps you feel connected to the
larger community (prayers of the faithful, a cross,
watching people receive communion, baptism,
singing, exchanging the sign of Christ’s peace...)?
Is it also found in your home/workplace/social
media/car?

If not, what can you do to make it more present in
your life?

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read
through three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you?
What images and feelings emerge in your imagination?)

Now we know humans are made of the same recycled
cosmic materials as the land, the plants, the clouds, and
the sea.... It is simple ecological logic. You cannot
separate the health of humans from the health of the
environment. When the Earth becomes toxic, we
become toxic. No matter how much we regulate our diet
or intensify our exercise, it is impossible to be a healthy
human on a sick planet. Many of Earth’s living systems
are under attack because of negligent human
technologies developed within the Newtonian
cosmology that dominated the last three-hundred years
(i.e. a “clockwork universe” wound up at the beginning
of time by God and now ticking along, like a perfect
machine, according to the laws of physics. Humans are
essentially separate from and superior to the natural
world which is lifeless and inert, serving merely as a
stage for humans to live). Joseph Mitchell, The Lens

Through Which We See — Our Cosmology, in Loretto
Earth Network News, Vol. 19, No. 2
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EWALU &

A Thousand Hours, A Thousand Memories
by Maury Landt, Environmental Education Director at
Camp Ewalu, reprinted with permission.

Each summer, Camp Ewalu serves as a place outside.
Counselors and campers do almost everything outside.
We cook, eat, play, pray, sing, swim, hike, sleep, laugh,
and sometimes cry. Usually, it's a combination of them at
the same time. Ewalu is in a unique position to be as
spread out as we are, which allows us to do almost
everything outside. We are close to nature, which fits
perfectly with our summer theme, “Creation Renewed.”

As a former counselor, coordinator, and now full-time
staff, | was able to appreciate how being outside can
enhance our spiritual experience. Being outside, however,
has more positive benefits that can possibly fit into one
article. One project is trying to increase the amount of time
we spend outside.

1,000 Hours Outside is a project that is designed to
have people spend 1,000 hours outside in a year. The
hours can include any activity that takes place outdoors.
This project was started to be a counterweight to the
amount of time people spend in “screen time.” The
negative effects of too much screen time are well
documented and impact people of all ages. By spending
more time outside, people will increasingly see benefits
physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. That is
where | believe Ewalu can come into play.

As easy as it can be to spend time looking at screens, it
can also be surprisingly easy for us to spend time outside.
As part of the 1,000 Hours Outside project, it is my goal to
keep track of Camp Ewalu’s “time spent outside.” By
looking at the programs that are running each week and
the amount of staff and campers at camp each week, we
can accurately estimate the hours that we spend outside
by the end of the summer. Additionally, the amount of time
that is spent outside is enhanced because each camper
spends ZERO hours on a screen while they are at Camp
Ewalu.

Anyone can participate in the 1,000 Hours Outside
project. | will include a link at the end of this article that will
lead you to the website. | realize the irony of going on the
screen to find out more about a project that promotes
going outside. There are materials that can be used to
keep track of your hours outside, as well as links to other
outdoor lifestyle and educational websites. Any activity will
count towards the goal of 1,000 hours and | believe it’s
easier than one would initially think to see the hours add
up. Even if you aren’t able to get to 1,000 hours on your
own, you can attempt this project as a family. Remember,
the goal is to spend more time outside.

If you were a camper, counselor, coordinator,
supporter, or maybe you have worked here full time; you
have had many fond memories here. | am willing to bet
that the majority of them were outside. A cornerstone of
Camp Ewalu’s ministry involves the outdoors. More time
that can be spent outside will further create new
connections and positively grow that ministry.

1000 hours outside link: https://
www.1000hoursoutside.com/

Camp & Retreat Center

Ewalu News: Sign Up Now For Summer 2021

Registration for summer camp 2021 is now
open!

Forms received or postmarked by April 19th will
be eligible for the second early discount.

See program descriptions for early discount
amounts.

Visit our online registration (http://ewalu.org/
registration/) site to sign up!

Camperships available through St. Paul,
contact Kaileen for more information.

cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com or
(951) 553-5728

Ewalu camp flyers are available on the table
inside the CE building entryway.

High School Youth: We have one spot left
for the high school mission trip to St. Louis,
July 25-30, 2021. We are working with Youth
Works to provide a safe and quality
experience. The cost of the trip is $300 (a
scholarship is available). If you are interested
in going or finding out more, please contact
me at 389-6153.

Pstr Rodney


https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=224245d600&e=1554de04b2
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=14507507cc&e=1554de04b2
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=46a38bac38&e=1554de04b2
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=7c37c3536d&e=1554de04b2
https://ewalu.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=60bc355a9f11711d14aeebd9f&id=7c37c3536d&e=1554de04b2
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

103 East Cedar Street
Anamosa, 1A 52205

Return Service Requested

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

In-Person Worship Services
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.

Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
(call church office for reservation)

Taped service is available on
YouTube, Facebook and website.

+ Lenten Giving Project

During this season of Lent,
St. Paul will be taking
donations to support RIP
Medical Debt.

oono

You can donate in one of several ways:

e Send or drop off a check at the church
office. Checks can be made out to St. Paul
Lutheran Church, with RIP on the memo
line.

o Put your donation in the “hospital” box during
in-person worship services.

« Send money or a check with your child(ren) to
WD4, where he/she can drop it into one of
the “hospital” boxes.

Every $100 donated, forgives $10,000
in Medical Debtl!

If you'd like more information about RIP, check
out their website at: https://ripmedicaldebt.org

Donations from 2/17-2/28: $1,264.45
Donations 3/1—3/7: $ 417.00
Total to date: $1,681,45

COVID-19 Vaccine Interest Form—
Jones County

Jones County Public Health encourages anyone who is
interested in receiving the COVID-19 vaccine to fill out
our vaccine interest form. It can be found on our website
at www.jonescountyiowa.gov/public_health. If you need
help with the form, you can also call 319-462-6945 and
leave a message including your name and phone number.
We will call you back to help you fill out the form and
answer any questions.

Submitting this form will allow us to notify you when
vaccine is available for you and provide you with
information on scheduling an appointment. COVID-19
vaccination clinics held by Jones County Public Health
and our partners will take place in Anamosa and
Monticello on Saturdays, by appointment only, on a
routine basis. Frequency of clinics will depend on

the frequency and volume of vaccine allocated to
Jones County by the lowa Department of Public
Health.


http://www.jonescountyiowa.gov/public_health

