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Easter Lily Orders       
To decorate the church for Easter, a 
Lily order sheet is located in the 
church. The lilies are $12 and will be 
ordered and delivered to the church 
for you. Make 
checks payable to 
Anamosa Floral 
and place in the 
envelope. 
 

Deadline for 
orders is 
Wednesday,  
March 29th. If you want the lily in 
honor or in memory of someone, you 
can indicate that on the order form to 
be noted in the bulletin on Easter 
Sunday. Please print clearly. 

  

Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 20 for all 
ages, all are welcome, day of learning about 
ministry, music, worship, great speakers and fun. 
Go to synodrevival.org for more information, 
updates are posted often. 

 

 
 

Creatively Connect 
 

Intentionally Grow 
 

Joyfully Serve 
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First Reading:  The Book of the Prophet Amos 5:18-24   NIV 
Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord!  Why do you long for the day of the Lord?  That day will be darkness, not light. It will be as though a 
man fled from a lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. Will not the 
day of the Lord be darkness, not light—pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?  “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; your assemblies are a 
stench to me. Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, I 
will have no regard for them. Away with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a river, 
righteousness like a never-failing stream! 
 

The prophet Amos lived in the 8th century BC and was a contemporary of Isaiah who lived in Jerusalem. Amos was in the northern kingdom of 
Israel, while Isaiah lived in the southern kingdom of Judah. The country had split under the reign of Solomon’s son earlier in that century. The great 
power, Assyria, was quickly gobbling up nations throughout the Middle East, and the king of Israel made an alliance with its pagan neighbor, Syria, 
to help prevent its takeover. The inhabitants of the northern kingdom had converted their pastures into vineyards which brought great wealth to the 
land owners who then began to incorporate themselves, buying up smaller plots of land and ignoring the needs of much of the community. This 
behavior was in direct violation of the covenant they had established with Yahweh God under Moses; the wealth of the patriarch (male clan leader) 
was to be used for the care of the vulnerable members of society: the widows, orphans, and crippled. In addition, their lifestyles began to include 
day-time drunkenness and night-time carousing to the point that it attracted attention from other neighboring countries and disdain from their fellow 
countrymen. In today’s reading, The Lord’s voice is heard through Amos chastising the people for their heinous and hypocritical lives. The worst 
sinners are those who convince themselves they are not sinning and that in fact they are acting in righteous ways, when in fact they care nothing for 
others or those they harm. They will be cut off from God’s providence because they have already cut themselves off from a righteous relationship 
with God. Amos’ words are sharp and cutting. He does not invite contrition or conversion. According to Amos, it is too late for that. In his mind, 
God is ready to exact judgment and his words end with the prophecy that these wealthy who are looked upon as first in luxury will be the first taken 
into exile (away from their homeland, family, and comforts). Their wanton revelry (immoral partying) will be done away with when they are 
conquered and the land is overtaken by the Assyrians. Many will suffer because of their selfish choices. 
 

Psalm 43:3-5 
 

Matthew 25:1-13 Parable of the bridesmaids  
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish 
and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their 
lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’  “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil; our lamps are going out.’  “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy 
some for yourselves.’  “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the 
wedding banquet. And the door was shut. “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’  “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I don’t know you.’  “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
 

This story is more akin to an allegory than a parable. In an allegory, each character and object represents something else. In this particular case, 
Matthew is teaching his community about waiting for the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God. Like Paul’s community, they wanted to know what it 
would look like and who would be there. One of the things we might notice in first reading this passage is that the kingdom of heaven appears to be 
rooted in this life and is not a purely other-worldly place. Let’s explore the symbols and characters to see if this bears out. The ten young ladies 
represent all those who are waiting for the Messiah, or for God to manifest God-self, again (that includes us). Like the virgins, all believers grow 
tired at times, and we will find that like the five wise girls, some will have prepared well. The extra oil they brought with them represents the life of 
prayer, the habits of doing good deeds, and the fruits of a relationship with God. These are the things that sustain believers through “drowsy or 
difficult” times.  As in the story, when life presents a challenge, often those who have not prepared well look for help from those who have 
prepared. Unfortunately, the fruits of a spiritual life are not easily shared. One cannot just gather and implement them right away; they must be 
nurtured and tended to ahead of time. So while faith is present in both groups (represented in their torches), the wise virgin’s faith is sustained while 
the foolish, unprepared virgins panic when their faith wanes. To finish the image, when there is an experience of the groom’s arrival (whether this is 
a once for all Day of Judgment or the weekly presence of the Lord in the Eucharist) the experience of those who are not prepared is one of being 
“shut out.”   This locked door to the celebration can be experienced as unfamiliarity, confusion, misperception, greed, self-interest, indifference or 
any number of things that stand in the way of belonging. All believers are led to ask, “In the end, will we have become so unfamiliar with the ways 
of the Lord that He will say to us: I do not know you?”  The final sentence is a concluding admonition to all the readers and hearers of this story:  
Don’t delay in taking seriously your relationship with God. Pray, believe, have faith, engage in works of goodness, join a community, be ready for 
Wisdom and Her judgment now! 
 

Taking it home 

•Intentionally stop outside of a regular worship time this week and ask Lady Wisdom to show you the truth, and just listen for seven minutes 

•If today was judgment day, what would your conversation with God sound like?  Can you find scriptural words to put on God’s lips that sound 
most like God’s response to you?  {ex. Mt. 25:38, or 25:45}.  

•How are you keeping your oil supply stocked?  Take an inventory. Is there a way you could be spending your time differently that would keep you 
prepared for the Lord’s arrival?   

•Share a little bit of your “oil” with someone this week.  

•Do you fear death?  If yes, discuss the topic with someone you recognize as a wisdom figure. Is there a way to move past your fear?  {Hatred, the 
need for a named enemy, and scapegoating are common non-Gospel behaviors rooted in unresolved fear. It is amazing how many Christians 
regularly engage in these behaviors.} 
 

 Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you?  What images and 
feelings emerge in your imagination?)  Jesus marks a new direction in evolution toward integrated being, healthy relationships, and healing 
presence, all of which contribute to the act of a new future. As the wellspring of divine love emerging from within, Jesus shows us what it means to 
be a human person and the way to deepen our humanity toward the fullness of life. His disciples recognized him as the Christ, the anointed One (Mk 
8: 27), the One who will bring about a new future, a new creation, and who has already done so in our present age. 
     The Christ emerges in Jesus, and the humanity of Jesus shows us what the Christ looks like; his humanity is our humanity, and his life is our life. 
What took place in Jesus’ life must take place in ours as well if the fullness of Christ is to come to be. Christ is the future of this evolutionary 
cosmos, the One who trinitizes creation into a household of unity, the integrated unified center of persons in love. Ilia Delio, FSA, (2011-11-
09). The Emergent Christ. Orbis Books. Kindle Edition (1120+). 
 

http://tinyurl.com/ms5eajw
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Palm Sunday Community Pancake Breakfast 
 
 

Sunday, April 2nd from 8-11 a.m., St Paul will be serving a 
“Community Pancake Breakfast” at the church Fellowship Hall!  All 
are welcome!!  The menu for the day will be pancakes, scrambled 
eggs, ham, coffee, juice, milk and fruit. Free will donation. 
 
There will be a sign up sheet in the entrance of the church where 
you can sign up to help or bring a food item. Contact person is 
Dave Oldham at 319-560-3518. 

 

Synod Assembly  
 

Are you interested in being 
one of the two voting 
members from St. Paul to 
attend the Synod Assembly this year?  The 2023 Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly will gather 
virtually via Zoom on Monday, May 15, and Tuesday, May 16, 2023, from 5:30-8:30 PM both 
evenings. The assembly agenda will primarily be the business of the synod.  
 
If so, contact PRodney @ 319-389-6153 or Jason Geltz @ 319-533-3189 

Considering your Call Weekend at Wartburg Seminary 
Considering Your Call Weekend is coming up in one month and we want you there! Take the opportunity the weekend of 
March 24-26, 2023 to join with others who have similar questions about the seminary process, the Wartburg community, and 
what God is calling them to next. Use the time for yourself to pause, listen, and feel where the next best step is in your faith 
journey.   For more information, you can call Kaileen Weaver or Pastor Rodney 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vocational Panel: Exploring Ministry 
I’m interested in seminary, but I’m not sure I feel called to be a pastor. What can I do? Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary 
has invited four faith-leaders in the ELCA to share from their experiences in different ministry settings. The conversation is 
geared toward folks who are discerning a call to theological education, and this would also be a great event for anyone who is 
interested in exploring different ways of engaging in ministry together for the sake of the world. 
 
If you know of anyone who might be interested in this conversation, please share this information with them. Thanks for your 
support and please let me know if you have any questions! 
 
Vocational Panel - Saturday, March 25th on Zoom, 9:00-10:30am (Pacific time)   For more information, you can call Kaileen 
Weaver or Pastor Rodney 

Third Pillar of Stewardship “Formation—Continuous Conversion“ 
Stewardship is the Response of the Disciple to God’s unconditional love for us.”  Stewards bask in the wonder 
and awe of God’s Love. The more deeply one grows in love for God, the more one grows in heart to see 
stewardship as a way of life.  
 

Being a disciple is not just something else to do, alongside many other things suitable for Christians, it is a total 
way of life and requires continuing conversion ‘from USCCB’s Stewardship a Disciple’s Response—Pastoral 
Letter on Stewardship. 
 

Formation is a formidable task, involving education for the mind and conversion of the heart.  To know the 
“stewardship way of life”, does not make one live a “stewardship way of life.”  Ongoing Christian education is 
important if we are to grow in our lives as stewards. 
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During Lent, we are in need of 
several people to bring bars and 
prepare, serve and clean up for 
our Wednesday night Lenten 
meals. The sign up sheet is hung 
up in the back of the 
church.  High school students can 
get silver cord hours.   If you 
have any questions please call 
Lori Reynolds @ 319-821-0702.  
 

 

 

Wednesday’s during Lent: service times will be at 5:00 pm and 6:30 pm 

Reminder—Church Envelopes are Here! 
 

Your 2023 church envelopes came in early this 
week and are located in the back of the church. 
There are still 2  boxes left. Please be sure to 
stop and pick yours up!! 
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Viewing of the Chosen, Season Three will continue between services. The next showing of 
Season Three will be shown this Sunday March 19. Thanks to Scott Chrisman for facilitating 
this opportunity and for leading the discussion. 
 

The chosen is a drama series created and directed by American filmmaker Dallas Jenkins. 
Jenkins’ intention was not only to dig deeper into the people who encountered Jesus and to see 
Jesus through the eyes of those who met him, but also to show him in a way that is more 
“personal, intimate, and immediate.”  The series writers made use of a consultation team that 
included a Rabbi, a Catholic priest, and an evangelical theologian to assist in the authentic 

Dinner With Friends 

We’re going to try something a little different with our next 
Dinner with Friends and go to the Wapsipinicon 
Country Club’s fish fry!  It will be at 5:00 pm on Friday, 
March 24th. Hope to see you there!  Please text Sherri with 
questions and if you are planning to go at 319-981-0283.  

St Paul and ALY 

March is the month for St Paul to pack the bags of food for the ALY Weekend Backpack Program. We plan to be 
packing on Thursday, March 16 and 30 beginning at 10:00 am in the lower level of the Ed building. The bags will 
be delivered to the schools every Thursday in March. A volunteer signup sheet is posted on the bulletin board in 
the back of the church. 

ALY is the local organization being honored during March as part of St Paul’s 100th Anniversary Celebration. 

Community Conversations 
We have heard the request to hold gatherings for people who would like a safe space to gather with 
a small group of people to openly discuss current issues of the heart and mind. To honor that 
request, members have agreed to host gatherings called, “Community Conversations.” The goal is 
simply to build community through prayer and respectful dialogue. We will offer three questions for 
the group to engage after prayer: 1) What is a high in your life? 2) What is a low in your life? 3) 
How does your faith inform the way you respond to some of the issues that emerged in the Table 
Talks: isolation, mental illness, people who think differently than you, evil, scarcity, absent people, 
and/or other hurts in the world?  
 
You are asked to RSVP directly to the host if you are interested in 
attending. Community Conversations offered this month are: 

Sunday, 3/19 3:30 p.m. MacKenzie and Dustin Paulson  
paulsonisu@yahoo.com  563-299-0114 
 
Thursday, 3/23 7 p.m. Deb and Dave Oldham  doldham999@gmail.com   

319-560-3518 

Tuesday, 3/28 6:00 p.m. Sherry and Tom  tsabott@gmail.com   

319-721-8510 

Many thanks to our hosts and your gift of hospitality!! 
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Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or 
comfort those who are grieving (especially the 
families of Marge Bohlken, Hank Biere, Theresa 
Ocenosak, and Kim Brunssen).   For peace in our 
nation & world, for safety in our schools and 

communities and for those seeking a safe home. To 
add a name call or email  Kathy at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be 

listed for 4 weeks and may be renewed.                                                                                                                            

 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please 
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: Urgent help is needed at 
the Jones County Community Food Bank - food and 
funds have fallen critically low. For the last few 
months, the number of families and individuals 
requesting foods has been increasing and the shelves 
are almost bare. Funds are also being diminished by 
the demands of purchasing food at higher prices. 
 

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones 
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 
Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. Items needed 
this week: Peas, pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna, 
Mac & Cheese and personal care items. Please place 
items in the back of the church for collection by St. Paul 
volunteers OR call the Food Bank to make delivery 
arraignments (462-4343) 

  

 

Wednesday, March 15 

8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 

5:00pm Service  
 Comm Prep:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Greeters:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Prayers:  Nancy Lyon Douglas 
   Comm Service:  Ken Humpal 
 PowerPoint:  Darcie Tenley 

6:30pm Service  
   Comm Prep:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Greeters: Shaun Lambertsen Family 
 Prayers: WD4 
   Comm Server:  Shaun/Valerie Lambertsen  
 PowerPoint: WD4 
Sunday, March 19 
*8:00am 
 Comm Prep:  Jan Allaire/Verna Lewiston 
 Greeters:  Don/Deb Hardersen  
   Reader:  Don/Deb Hardersen 
   Prayers: Don/Deb Hardersen 
   Comm servers:  Don/Deb Hardersen 
   PowerPoint: .Grant Lubben 
   Livestream:  Skylar 
* 9:20am Viewing of  “The Chosen” FH 

10:30am   
 Comm Prep:  Dave/Deb Oldham 
 Greeters:  Sally Clapp 
   Reader: Sally Clapp 
 Prayers:  Sally Clapp 
   Comm Servers:  Dave/Deb Oldham 
   PowerPoint: Addie D. 
   Livestream:  Ingrid V. 
Tuesday, March 21 
*1:30pm Scripture Study 
*6:00 pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 

    *7:00pm AA—LL CE Building 
Wednesday, March 22 

8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL CE 

5:00 pm Service 
   Comm Prep:  Paula Sisler 
   Greeters:  Summer Parks 
   Prayers:  Paula Sisler 
   Comm Server:  Paula Sisler 
   PowerPoint:  Myra Powell 

6:30pm  Service 
   Comm Prep:  Paula Sisler 
   Greeters:  Fred Austin 
   Prayers:  WD4 
 Comm Servers:  Fred Austin 
   PowerPoint:   WD4 
Sunday, March 26 
*8:00am 
 Comm Prep:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
 Greeters:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver    
    Reader/Prayers: Virginia Danielson 
   Comm servers:  Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
   PowerPoint: Linda Kenny 
   Livestream:  Skylar 

10:30am   
 Comm Prep:  Linda Kenny 
 Greeters:  Gary/Carlene Vavrick 
   Reader:  Gary/Carlene Vavrick 
   Prayers: Kaileen Weaver 
 Comm servers:  Gary/Carlene Vavrick 
   PowerPoint: Samuel K.. 
  Livestream:  Elijah S. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
March:  Staci Sullivan 
April:  Kaileen Weaver 
May:  Pat Merritt 
 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
March:  Myra Powell 
April:  Barb Kleis 
May:  Ralph & Sandy Andresen 

 

Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 Sundays 8:00am Traditional 
10:30 am Contemporary 

 
 
 

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for 
opportunities between Sunday services 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

 

March 19 Community Conversations @ MacKenzie/Dustin Paulson (see article page 6) 

March 23 Community Conversations @ Deb/Dave Oldham (see article page 6) 

March 28 Community Conversations @ Sherrie/Tom (see article page 6) 

March 24 Dinner with Friends (see article page 6) 
 

March 29 Deadline to order Easter Lilies (see article page 2) 
 

March 30 1st Communion Retreat (6-8pm) 
 

April 1 1st Communion Retreat (9am-11am) 
 

April 2 Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast (see article page 4) 
 

April 2 Deadline to order centennial shirts (see flyer) 
 

April 5 Wednesday, No service 
 

April 6 Maundy Thursday (service @ 6:00 pm) 
 

April 7 Good Friday (service @ 6:00 pm) 
 

April 9 Easter (Service @ 6:30 am @ Rotary Lodge) 
 Service @ 8:00 am and 10:30 am at church 

April 19 H.S. Senior Recognition 


