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March 20, 2022   3rd Sunday of Lent 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 
 

The Pulse Deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.  

ALY: March is St Paul's month 
to pack.  We'll meet at 10:00 

AM in the lower level of the Ed 
building on March 17. The next 
pack date will be March 24. No 
sign up necessary. Just come! 

Easter Lily Orders:       
To decorate the church for 
Easter, a Lily order sheet is 
located in the church and 
CE building. The lilies are 
$11 and will be ordered 
and delivered to the church for you. 
Make checks payable to Anamosa Floral 
and place in the envelope. 
 
Deadline for orders is Sunday 
morning, March 27th. If you want the 
lily in honor or in memory of someone, 
you can indicate that on the order form to 
be noted in the bulletin on Easter Sunday. 
Please print clearly. 

Lenten Outreach Project  
Afghan Resettlement Relief 

 
Lutheran Services in Iowa, LSI, is currently 
working to resettle 150 Afghan refugee 
families in the Sioux City area.  
 
Three ways you can help 
 

1. Donate items to help families make a 
home. Things needed now 
• Twin bed sheet sets for adults 
• King size blankets or quilts  
• vacuum cleaners or stick vacuums 
• Electric tea kettles  
• Large stockpots, large Dutch ovens, large 
fry pans 
• gift cards to Walmart, Target 
• Rolls of quarters for laundry and bus fare 
•  Large clear plastic storage bin with lid 
 
2. Write a simple note of encouragement 
are welcome. Note cards are located on 
the table in the back of the church. A 
basket is provided for finished notes. 
 
3. A “Noisy Offering” will be taken at 
each service starting March 6th and 
concluding April 10th. All donations will go 
toward purchasing the needed items 
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It’s always a great time when we get the youth of St. Paul 
together for some food, fellowship & nerf battles! We had 9 
young people come to our Lock-In style activity last Friday night. 
Thankful for the LCC for allowing us use of their facilities for 
the first part of our activity. Ended back at the church with an 
epic battle of capture the flag nerf gun style along with hide-n-
seek in the dark with flashlights. The thing that I loved was the 
fact that I did not Once have to tell them to put down their 
phones they Wanted to participate and Enjoyed just being 
together!  
 
Thank you to all 
of the parents 
who came back at 
11pm to pick-up 
your young people 
and a Special 
thanks to our St. 
Paul Community 
for your gifts 
that make these 
types of  
activities and 
such possible!  
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Dear Parents, 
   We would love to work with you to bring 
your children to communion with Christ when 
he/she is hungry and curious to know the love 
of Jesus in this way. 
    We rely on you to present your child to us 
when he/she expresses the desire to 

participate in communion with some understanding of why it is 
significant.  
  Soon, we will be preparing students to receive First Communion on 
Maundy Thursday or the Sunday following Easter by gathering with you 
for a mini-retreat on either Thursday, March 31st(pizza offered) or 
Saturday April 2nd(donuts offered) in which we will talk about 
Christ's presence in the Eucharist, make a personal banner, and bake 
communion bread as an act of service for the whole community.  If you 
have a child you feel is ready or would like more information, please 
contact Kaileen Weaver by March 24th at (319) 480-6031 
or cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com   

St Paul Lutheran Church 

We are proud to share that your organization received $531 Choice Dollars® grant 
funding through the Thrivent Choice® program in 2021. We are thrilled to support your 
organization’s mission and impact. 
 
Let’s do more in 2022! Thrivent has resources and programs to help you in the 
communities you serve. 

Thrivent Choice: Encourage your supporters to direct 2021 Choice Dollars® to your 
organization by 3/31/2022. There are free promotional materials available in the 
“Thrivent Choice Resources” section on Thrivent.com. 
 
Note: Choice Dollars® grants are deposited around the 5th business day of the month. 
An email deposit notice will be sent within 2 – 3 days following your deposit. 

Personal Donations: Everyone can use the Thrivent online giving platform to make a 
donation to your organization. Thrivent pays the donation processing fees - that 
means 100% of the donation goes directly to your organization.* 

Thrivent Action Teams: Encourage Thrivent Clients to apply for a Thrivent Action Team 
to support your organization. Thrivent clients bring together friends and family to 
form a volunteer team – Thrivent provides up to $250 in seed money and 
promotional resources to jump-start the volunteer project. 

Let’s make 2022 the best one yet! 

mailto:cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjAzNTE3MTgS1&kn=11&r=MjE5OTQ0MjYwOTczS0&b=0&j=MjMyMDMxODk0NAS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjAzNTE3MTgS1&kn=1&r=MjE5OTQ0MjYwOTczS0&b=0&j=MjMyMDMxODk0NAS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjAzNTE3MTgS1&kn=2&r=MjE5OTQ0MjYwOTczS0&b=0&j=MjMyMDMxODk0NAS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjAzNTE3MTgS1&kn=6&r=MjE5OTQ0MjYwOTczS0&b=0&j=MjMyMDMxODk0NAS2&mt=1&rt=0
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Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

 

For healing and comfort for all in need 
especially, Ed Allaire, Vicki Schuman, Nick 
Hartelt, George Wood, Bob Krapfl, Hank 
Biere; and for those who continue to struggle 
with all aspects of the COVID pandemic. For 
peace, that we strive to learn from others 
even if we tend to disagree! 
 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

Christ in Our Home for April, 
May & June are available in the 
white boxes in the entryway of the 
church AND on the table inside the 
front door of the CE building. 
Please stop by and pick one up for 
yourself or a neighbor.  

 

Introduction: The warnings are plentiful and blunt on 
the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The 
warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to 
attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, 
so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is 
forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground 
one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks 
be to God!  

Kitchen needs to restock these items, 
please drop off a few items if you can. 
Your donation is appreciated: Ziplock 
bags— quart and gallon; Dawn dish 
soap; Bleach; Tin foil; Parchment paper;  
Salt; Pepper; White Vinegar; Soft scrub; 
Scrubbies; Clorox wipes; and Dish rags 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested 
319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, checks should be written to Jones 
County Community Food Bank and mailed 
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. 
Items needed this week: canned vegetables, 
canned fruits, beef stew, Mac & Cheese and 
personal care items. Please place items in 
the back of the church for collection by St. 
Paul volunteers OR call the Food Bank to 
make your own delivery arraignments 
(462-4343) 
 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9-2; Tuesday 
8:30-1:30; Wednesday 9-2; Thursday 9-2; 
Closed Friday 

3rd Sunday in Lent 
First Reading:  Isaiah 55:1-9            The Message 

The second phase of writing under the name of the prophet Isaiah 
was directed to his people on the eve of their return to Jerusalem from 
the exile in Babylon (circa 529 BCE). Isaiah beckons his people to turn 
from their preoccupation with wanting to know the reason for their 
punishment in exile to accepting the mercy Yahweh God was extending. 
He also wants those who have taken interest in the Babylonian way of 
life and worship to reconsider and return to the Promised Land with 
their people. If we listen carefully to the readings throughout the 
common lectionary, we realize that messages of God’s mercy permeate 
the selections. We are often like the Israelites of Isaiah’s day in that we 
fear having offended God so profoundly that God will not listen, or we 
are filled with anger over things that are out of our control and so we do 
not seek conciliation. But Isaiah reminds all of us, it is not God who 
moves away from us or hides mercy, it is we humans who lose sight of 
that which is before us always. For many reasons, people think they 
must be found worthy of forgiveness before they can ask for it; an 
unfortunate mentality that often keeps people from ever truly seeking 
mercy. Anyone who is aware of the need for mercy should ask. The gift 
is promised. God is eager to forgive us. Perhaps the more common 
problem is that we lack awareness of our need for mercy or forgiveness. 

Isaiah is using highly poetic language to lift the hearts of his fellow 
Israelites as they prepare for an arduous journey. For the most part, they 
are very poor people; most with money chose to remain in Babylonia to 
participate in the merchant world. They have lost their king and the 
royal family. You can hear them asking, “Freedom, great! But who will 
lead us? Who will be the mouthpiece of our God? Where is the chosen 
one? The city of our God is destroyed.”  Isaiah responds by telling them 
that they need not expect a new king in the line of David (in fact, Isaiah 
breaks with tradition when he intimates that Cyrus is the messianic 
figure for them, but cannot serve as their leader because he is not 
Jewish.)  Isaiah encourages the people to understand that their covenant 
with Yahweh has not been broken. Even though the king had previously 
been the witness of God to the world, in the absence of a king, they are 
called to be Yahweh’s witnesses to the world. They are being formed by 
God into the people of the New Jerusalem (God’s reign) where they will 
no longer languish in their poverty but sit down to a lavish banquet with 
no additional cost to them. Their faithfulness alone has repaired the 
injured relationship with God. They have endured their suffering, 
separation, and emptiness; now God will fill them up again with wine 
and milk, the fruits of the Promised Land. This meal is one of fellowship 
with God; a real act of conciliation and friendship offered to anyone 
who will come to Zion (the more ancient name for Jerusalem.) 
 The great abundance of God’s mercy can be the message resounding 
in our hearts and minds this weekend. Through Isaiah, God reveals the 
truth that lets us off the hook of having to know everything: the whys, 
hows, and wherefores of life’s bumps and hardships. God tells us that 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, March 16 

 5:00pm Worship Service 
   Greeter: Ken & Pam Humpal 
   Reader & Prayers: Nancy Douglas 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powel 
 5:15-6:30pm Lenten Meal 

 6:15pm Worship Service (with WD4) 
   Greeter: WD4 
   Reader & Prayers: WD4 
   PowerPoint: WD4 
 

Thursday, March 17 

 10:00am ALY Packing 
 3:00pm HACAP Distribution 
 

Friday, March 18 

 5:00pm St Paul Family Night 
 

Sunday, March 20 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson 
  Greeter: Don & Deb Hardersen 
  Reader & Prayers: Don or Deb Hardersen 
  PowerPoint: Grant Lubben 
 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Bob & Janice Goodyear 
  Greeter: Gary & Carlene Vavricek 
  Reader: Gary or Carlene Vavricek 
  Prayers: Paula Sisler 
  PowerPoint: Dales family 
 

Monday, March 21 

 6:30pm Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 22 

 1:30pm Scripture study  
 Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 
 7:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, March 23 

 5:00pm Worship Service 
   Greeter: Summer Parks 
   Reader & Prayers: Paula Sisler 
   PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 5:15-6:30pm Lenten Meal 

 6:15pm Worship Service (with WD4) 
   Greeter: WD4 
   Reader & Prayers: WD4 
   PowerPoint: WD4 
 

Sunday, March 27 
 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Jim & Delores Albrecht 
  Greeter: Mike & Nancy Bickford 
  Reader & Prayers: Lois Ocenosak 
  PowerPoint: Linda Kenny 
 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Jeff & Barb Switzer 
  Greeter: Jamie & Kinsley Hamblin 
  Reader & Prayers: Nancy Douglas 
  PowerPoint: Samuel Kenny 

He deals with us in ways that are different than our own. God never 
withholds mercy or grace or pardon, though we often do. 
 The phrase: “Seek the Lord while He may be found” is not an 
allusion to God’s scarcity or that He is not normally available. 
Usually, it was a call to prayer; an invitation to come to the Temple 
where God’s presence would be felt. In this particular case, the 
Temple is not standing because the Babylonians had destroyed it 
before the exile, and so Isaiah was urging the Israelites to seek the 
Lord’s presence right where they were, in the exiled community, a 
place not traditionally identified as ‘holy.’  God’s presence and mercy 
were available to those who called upon Him, even from Babylon; 
after all, God desires to freely distribute mercy to those who make 
themselves available to it. This may seem silly to us but for the Jews 
who were used to associating God’s presence and power with a place 
(Jerusalem), particular rituals, and certain words, the invitation to 
seek the Lord where they were was an empowerment to act outside 
the norm. Isaiah knew that the rode to conversion was a long one. His 
encouragement was to not wait for the rebuilt Temple, reestablished 
priesthood, or convened community to seek a relationship with God, 
but to call upon the Lord today. 

 
Psalm 63:1-8  The Message 
 
Reading II Paul’s first letter to the Christian Church in Corinth, 
Greece  10:1-13   The Message   

 The members of Paul’s community who had been baptized 
acknowledged that they had gone from one state of life to another; 
significant rituals communicate this fact. Subsequent to baptism 
though, some began to think that they did not have to tend to their 
relationship with God nor that they should have to endure any 
persecution. Some grumbled against God when life became 
difficult, just as the Israelites had done in the desert. So Paul uses 
the Exodus story to remind them that even though God had 
actively saved the Israelites by passing them through the Red Sea 
(the waters of new life similar to baptism) many perished in the 
desert (land of confusion) because of their lack of enduring faith/
trust. Paul wanted his community to know that they need not fear 
abandonment by their God. God the Christ was with the Chosen 
People throughout their sojourn in the desert (amidst suffering, 
thirst, tiredness, scorpions) and is still offering life giving water 
and food to his Chosen People through the sacraments of baptism 
and Eucharist. 

 
Gospel:  Luke 13:1-9      the Message                                                                              
 This pair of stories highlights the politically charged 
atmosphere of Jesus’ culture. The ones who bring the news of this 
atrocity supposedly performed by Pilate (it is unattested in any 
other historical literature) are trying to bait Jesus into a trap. If he 
does not side with his brethren, the Galileans who were apparently 
rising up against the Roman oppression, he would be seen as a 
traitor to his people. If he openly challenged Pilate’s actions, he 
could be reported to the Roman authority and punished for his 
disloyalty to the empire as an insurrectionist. While Jesus did not 
fear either result, to bring it about at this time would be premature 
and disrupt his mission. 
 Instead of answering directly, Jesus diverts the discussion from 
blame and judgment to one of personal reflection on sin. He 
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concludes with a resounding, “all must repent!”  Jesus 
answers this way in order to divert the attention away 
from the Romans and onto the Jewish complainers. 
They should quit blaming Pilate as a scapegoat and 
focus on their own relationship with God. 
 Jesus goes on to tell a parable that is less about the 
people and more about the Jewish leadership. We 
know from reading ahead to chapter 20 that the 
scribes and chief priests had come to understand that 
Jesus’ vineyard parables were about them. The details 
of this fig tree parable reflect several significant 
aspects of the Mediterranean culture while offering 
the idea that the current leadership was fruitless. The 
question is raised as to whether or not it should be 
rooted out. 
 The vineyard owner is absent, most likely living in 
the city, and he rents his vineyard out to a tenant 
farmer who does the digging, planting, etc., “He had 
the tree planted.”  The time sequence for fig trees is 
this:  three years to grow after planting; three years of 
forbidden fruit (from Lev. 19:23); and the fruit of the 
seventh year is offered to the Lord in gratitude.  
 In this parable, the owner has come to this tree for 
three years seeking fruit, and it apparently shows no 
signs of producing any. There are leaves but not 
spring buds to indicate later fruit. The owner was 
beginning to grow disparaged by the lack of 
production and the waste of resources. He rightly 
urges the farmer to uproot it and plant anew to reduce 
loss. However, the owner has no relationship with the 
tree; he merely sees the loss of revenue. But the 
gardener who “knows” the tree urges “mercy” and 
requests to give the tree more time. 
 Keep in mind that the parable is not about trees but 
about the nation’s leadership and the people who 
complain about God’s lack of response to their plight. 
The gardener’s proposed remedy for the tree shows 
Jesus’ mastery of “insult humor,” a normal part of 
everyday parlance in Mediterranean culture. The 
gardener could have proposed new soil or more 
watering as a remedy, but instead he suggests 
spreading manure on it. More than likely, Jesus’ 
peasant audience bellowed with laughter. 
 Jesus uses an Aramaic wordplay from his native 
language to make his message easy to remember. The 
word for judgment is similar to the one for “dig it 
out,” the owner’s suggested response to the fruitless 
tree. The word for mercy and forgiveness is the same 
as “leave it alone” the suggested remedy offered by 
the gardener. Should condemnation be brought against 
those who have not yet come to faith in the saving 
activity of God? No, they need mercy and forgiveness 
(the soil), intervention (manure) from God/Christ, the 
gardener. The plea of the gardener on behalf of the 
tree is like the plea Jesus made on Israel’s behalf, and 
the one made by Abraham on behalf of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Give a little more time and perhaps the 
fruit of repentance will show itself. 

Taking it home: 
· What name do you use when praying with God? 

What image does the name conjure. 
· Tell someone about a place or time you recently 

encountered God. Did YHWH ask you to do 
anything on God’s behalf? 

· Is there someone in your life who needed a little 
more time instead of being uprooted and thrown 
aside? Go back, replant, and supply some manure.  

· Is there someone whose faith has grown sad or tired 
and needs to be reminded of God’s desire for her/
him? Bring that message this week. 

· How is God saving you right now? 
·  For what “enemy” are you praying today? Whom are 

you blessing? Who are you forgiving? 
 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. Read 
slowly three times. Which words or ideas hold energy 
for you? What images emerge in you?)   
“True spirituality is not taught, it's caught. Once our sails 
have been unfurled to the Spirit, henceforth our 
motivation for the journey toward holiness and wholeness 
is immense gratitude.” ― Richard Rohr, Adam's Return: 
The Five Promises of Male Initiation 
 
“Once you have met your own soul, you know that you 
are being guided. You are being led from within, and 
even the inexorable wheel of life is your teacher. It is the 
cycle of failure and renewal that slowly lowers you into 
the arms of a very safe God.”  ― Richard Rohr, On the 
Threshold of Transformation: Daily Meditations for Men 

 

Daily Lenten Community prayer: based on A Way In the 

Wilderness  from ELCA World Hunger, p25. 

“God of the poor widow, the lost sheep, and the 
wandering Aramean, God of the hungry, the thirsty, and 
the stranger, God of the naked, the ill, the war-torn and 

the imprisoned, We confess that the church has not 
always been where you have called us to be. We have 
failed to seek your face in our neighbor in need. We have 

allowed despair and anxiety to bind our hands and feet 
and hearts. Change us, O God. Free us to act with hope 
and courage.                                                                                                                 

Open our hearts to perceive your presence in and among 
our neighbors. Inflame us with holy passion for the work 
you invite us to in the world. Breathe new life into your 

church, that we can be the people you call us to be in the 
world you are creating. Do a ”new thing” with us and 
through us, that we may be a community of hope, 

comfort and welcome - a living sign of the way you are 
making through the wilderness of sin. Amen.” 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14745
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14745
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/13933844
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/13933844
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100th Anniversary:  

And the gathering continues . . .  
 

St. Paul volunteers continue to gather pictures 

from events celebrated at our church. If  you have 

photos from Baptisms, weddings, anniversary 

celebrations or anything else that happened at St. 

Paul, please send photos to Lois to copy to use for 

our 100th Anniversary Celebration (photos will be 

returned email and mailing address are above.) 

Also we continue to collect a short paragraph 

from all our members describing when you joined 

St. Paul and what activities you have been 

involved in (i.e. council, choir, ladies circles, 

study groups, ushering, WD4 teacher, helping 

with VBS. Please list your contributions to the 

congregation,.) Here is an example. 

 
Mike Bickford has been a member of St. Paul 
since birth, being baptized, confirmed and 
married here.  He married Nancy Freese Bickford 
on June 24, 1972 at St. Paul when she also 
became a member.  They have two daughters, 
Holly Nicole Bickford Loney and Amber Diane 
Bickford Holland who were baptized at St. Paul 
and were confirmed here also. Mike and Nancy 
were Sunday School teachers many years ago, 
have participated and assisted with church meals, 
serve as ushers, and assist with 
communion. Nancy has served two terms on the 
church council. 
 
Looking forward to receiving your paragraph.  

An Ad Hoc Committee is being formed  
to make plans for the 100th Anniversary 

activities. If you would like to be part of this 
committee please contact Lois at the church 
office M-Th 9:00-2:00. We are looking for 
younger, enthusiastic, creative people with 
PowerPoint and great computer skills to be 

a part of the Centennial celebration 
planning. 

Then  
and  
Now 
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services 
 

Wednesdays at 5:00 & 6:15 p.m. * 
Traditional Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols are appreciated. 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* Portrayals are at both Wednesday Services 

 


