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ANAMOSA IOWA
CREATIVELY CONNECT + INTENTIONALLY GROW « JOYFULLY SERVE

March 29 2026 Fifth Sunday in Lent

Join us at St. Paul for prayer as we accompany Jesus through his passion, death,
and resurrection with our imaginations, memories, and hearts.

Maundy Thursday Good Friday
Apr'll 2, 2026 6:00 pm April 3, 2026 6:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026

. Sunrise Service @ Lubben Vineyards, Hwy 151 @ 6:15 am
« Traditional Service @ 8:00 am location to be announced

. Contemporary Service @ 10:30 am location to be announced

(On Easter Da}l, anticipate being together for more than an hour as we celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord with song, story, and sacrament and welcome new members
to our faith family through baptism and first communion.)

A S T E R S NDAY

M E sRISEN

If you know you will be attending a service in Holy Week or on Easter and would be willing to serve in a
ministerial role, please contact Pastor Rodney at 319-389-6153.
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St. Paul Youth Egging «
Fundraiser!. 1
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Pricing:
30 Eggs - $25
50 Eggs - $45
70 Eggs - $65

L. we will fill all eggs with candy and —,
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All proceeds and donations go directly
toward the youth service trip. Reserve
your €qging spot today!
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951-555-5728
cyfmstpavlanamosa@gmail.com

https://forms.qle/q4hTsCib216ToYNN6
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Palms

Why do we have a procession and wave palms? In Jerusalem, at the beginning of the fifth century,
Egeria, a pilgrim from Europe recorded these events in her diary: on “the next day, Sunday, which is
the beginning of the Easter week, the triumphal entry of Jesus into the holy city was celebrated by
retracing the way which he and his disciples had followed.” Subsequently, the liturgy of the Holy Land
became widespread in the Roman Church and endures even today. This liturgy is the closest we
come to a theatrical presentation of historical events. Of course, we can never fully reenact that
event, but hopefully by participating in this ritual, we symbolically live the highlights of our spiritual
journeys. Originally, people paraded or processed in the footsteps of Jesus from the little village of
Bethany on the Mt. of Olives into the city of Jerusalem. As part of the festivities, they carried real
palms fronds or olive branches, the two most common trees in Palestine, as a sign of national pride
and power. These were replaced with local versions of “palms” as the celebration moved into other
parts of the world: willow branches, cedar branches, pussy willows, and flowers. The palm branches
commonly used in the U.S. are “ground palms” from Texas.

Blessed palms have always been respected as holy objects or sacramentals. Some families place
one or more on the wall behind a crucifix or holy picture until the next Palm Sunday, or they might
braid them into a cross for wall decorations. What does the palm you carry today mean to you?

Are you a Thrivent Member?

Please note that March 31st is the closing date for directing your Choice Dollars. These Dollars can
be sent to organizations of your choice, including St Paul. Go to thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call

800 THRIVENT to learn if you have Choice Dollars to direct, or to make a Choice Dollars direction.

If you've already made your direction, THANK YOU!l

Please NOTE the shopping cart for items to be
Next ALY Packing is on Wednesday, March donated to the Jones County Community Food
25th. Volunteers will pack bags for the week Pantry is located near the piano on the far side of
and for the first week in April. Please meet in our Fellowship Area. These items will be
the lower level of the Ed Building at 10:00 am. gﬁli\éered as always by volunteers as the cart is
illed.

PRAYER SHAWL AND QUILT INVITATION from the Southeastern Iowa Synod

As we prepare for the 2026 Synod Assembly, we are inviting congregations across the
Synod to help us surround this gathering in prayer, comfort, and peace blessing. Our
theme, “Peace Be With You"” will be embodied through the gift of handmade prayer
shawls and lap quilts. Each shawl or quilt may become a keepsake for a participant, or
they may pass it on through our Synod to an organization or individual in need.

Note from Nancy Stout and Virginia Danielson....materials for making lap quilts will be available
for anyone who would like to participate in this ministry. If you are interested, please contact
Nancy at 319-480-8363 or Virginia at 319-480-0466.

With Lent and Easter upon us, we are skipping March and
scheduling our next “Dinner with Friends” on Thursday, April 9th at

=24 5:00 pm at Hillside Sports Bar in Monticello. Please join us for a
relaxing dinner at a special place where everyone is welcome.




St.

Paul Lutheran Church | 103 E Cedar Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com

St Paul Finance Committee Report - February 2026

Father, according to Your Word, | stand in unshakable faith, based on Your Word, ready
to receive from You. | am a tither and a giver. Thank You for providing abundantly above
all that | could ask or think. Thank You, that You meet all my needs according to Your
riches in glory by Christ Jesus and for multiplying my seed sown so that | may give into
every good work. In Jesus’ Name. Amen!

Thank you for your generous donations to St. Paul. Your support is vital to our ongoing
efforts to create a welcoming and inclusive space where individuals can experience
God’s love and find solace and strength. Your faithfulness in supporting St. Paul is
deeply appreciated. Your gifts of time, talent, and treasures help us to make a positive
impact in the lives of others.

Monthly Financials:

February 2026 Balances: General Checking $16,491.15
Memorial Accounts $21,742.45
Land Maintenance and Development $11,595.04
Building the Future with Hope Checking: 220,432.45

Income 2/2025 $30,266.86 Income 2/2026  $16,513.21
Expenses 2/2025 $28,573.37 Expenses 2/2026 $20,773.49

February has seen lots of changes with the BTFWH renovations continue. While we
continue with our renovations, | ask that we continue with our general giving which is
vital to keeping our ministries active and working in our community. We continue to see
our members being very generous and caring in our vibrant community. Thanks to the
St. Paul community for supporting a vibrant ministry that sets us apart from other
groups in the area.

February is an extension of all that we have done since the first of the year. Keep our
ministry and purpose here in Anamosa alive through the easter season as Jesus gave
us all that he had for our salvation.

A reminder that we all can do your giving automatically through VANCO Faith. Go to
our stpaulanamosa.com, under more... tab use Give Online, select the designation box
and follow the directions to set up your donation. You can also go to: https://
secure.myvanco.com/L-Z7JF/home

Thank you for your generosity to St Paul Lutheran.
David Oldham
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Talking Points from Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-being of All ELCA Social
Statement, 2025 (cont.)

16. This church teaches that any use of power can be assessed by whether it amplifies God’s purpose
for people and groups.

17. The most radical feature of the Constitution is its first three words: “we the people.” This phrase
indicates a preference for mutual self-determination. This is most fully expressed in the act of
voting.

18. The Constitution favors religious freedom for every individual in this country.

19. The U.S. governing structure and authority is not fundamentally Christian in origin, structure, or
intent.

20. The Establishment Clause imposes limits on government’s involvement with religion. Government’s
authority extends only to secular matters, not to people’s relationships with the sacred. This means
that government may neither promote one religion’s view nor decide for any religious institution on
matters that are explicitly religious in nature.

21.The First Amendment does not discourage, much less prohibit, religious individuals or communities
from participating in public life. Faith can be expressed in public arenas; the government cannot
rule for one religion or declare a national religion nor can it act in ways that preferentially supports
the activity of one religion over another.

22.The ELCA reaffirms concepts expressed in its constitution: that this church should “work with civil
authorities” while “maintaining institutional separation of church and state in a relation of functional
interaction.”

23.The “relation of functional interaction” means that religious bodies have a responsibility for critical
interaction with government that may affirm or challenge government policies and practices.

24.The ELCA affirms healthy forms of patriotism. It opposes unhealthy, distorted forms of patriotism
that divide a country and endanger it, including religious nationalism.

25.Hyperpartisan polarization, now increasing in the United States, is exceedingly harmful to our social
fabric and especially to vulnerable people. The ELCA calls all people to insist on and practice
respectful engagement.

26.All civic leaders, and especially elected officials, bear a responsibility to model constructive civic
leadership for the good of all. As public leaders, they should foster constructive discourse, enabling
reasoned moral discernment toward solutions. They succeed in their roles when they renounce
personal attacks, misleading statements, false information, and inflammatory discourse.

27.The ELCA urges vigorous civic engagement for the public good as a responsibility of all U.S.
residents and as one of our Christian callings. May God’s Word and Sacraments empower all people
in this endeavor.
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Talking Points from Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-being of All ELCA Social
Statement, 2025.

1. God is caring for all of creation and we are called to join in that work. This is civic life.
2. God’s purpose for creation is shalom, well-being, harmony, and balance.

3. All human beings bear the image of God and are created with inherent dignity that cannot be
forfeited or taken away.

4. Human sin warps the image of God by focusing selfishly on the individual instead of the common
good of the neighbor.

5. God uses Law to reveal our sinfulness and Gospel to draw us back into relationship.

6. People live in the “now and not yet” of God'’s reign. We participate in civic life to identify the
sources of sinfulness and bring about a better life by serving the dignity and needs of others.

7. Christians and Christian institutions are part of the civic fabric of society. For that reason, we too
are subject to sin. We must remain committed to using reason, imagination, experience and
emotion through the civic structures to serve the common good and well-being of creation.

8. We are instructed to do justice and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). To that end, God has
provided gifts to us for the good of civic life. Christians do NOT enjoy a privileged position in civic
life.

9. Civic life includes all activities and institutions enabling life in public community.

10.0ur default is to respect civil servants; the assumption is that they are acting with integrity to
uphold the common good and that they will be held accountable.

11.0ur church teaches that there is no person for whom Christ did not die.

12.The Scriptures teach that following Jesus includes a prophetic dimension, which lifts up a vision of
social well-being. This means Christians are to act in civic life for the benefit of the neighbor,
especially our marginalized or oppressed neighbors. We should evaluate actions and policies
according to whether they best serve the needs of these neighbors as a guide to determining the
common good.

13."Politics,” properly understood, means negotiating how the benefits, burdens, rights, and
responsibilities of living in a society are shared. Politics and ethics are necessarily related. Ethics
discerns; politics implements.

14.Jesus was not political in the sense of affiliating with a particular political party or ideology. At the
same time, “Jesus is Lord” means Christians cannot give their primary loyalty to any government,
nation, civic order, or individuals.

15.The Lutheran Confessions teach that governmental authority is an instrument of God to help order
social benefits and guard against human evil.
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ST PAUL DIRECTORY
Staff 2025-2026

Pastor: Rodney Bluml
Worship: (319) 389-6153
blumiwa@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant:
Kathy Brunssen
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(319) 462-4841

Children's Youth Family Ministry (CYFM )
Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(951) 553-5728 (319) 462-4841

Church Address:
201 N Ford Street
Anamosa, IA 52205

Mailing/Office Address:
103 E Cedar Street
Anamosa, IA 52205
(319) 462-4841

Church Website:
www.stpaulanamosa.com

Church Council Executive Officers

Council President: Scott Chrisman
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 431-1320

Council Vice President: Jason Geltz
Grounds/Maintenance (319) 533-3189

Council Treasurer: David Oldham
Finance (319) 560-3518

Council Secretary: Shelby Hollett
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 480-8529
Future with Hope Committee

As a Congregation our mission is to:

Creatively Connect
Intentionally Grow
Joyfully Serve

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all generations,
: backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul will
= be known as disciples of Christ in the World.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

_—_—_—_—_—_—1

Readings for March 29
John 19:16b-22 |
Psalm 24

_—_—_—_—_—__J

r=1

Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, especially
Donna Condry, Pat Merritt and Wilma Anderson. For peace in our

nation & world, for safety in our schools and communities and for
those seeking a safe home.

To add a name call/email Kathy 319-462—4841 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.

Bread Bakers

March: Stacie Sullivan

April: Kaileen Weaver & 1st Communion Families
May: Brian Lubben

Deliver Food to Food Bank

March: Myra Powell

April: Barb Kleis & Virginia Danielson

May: Ralph/Sandy Andresen

Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy
Lyon Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday
evenings at 6:00 pm & Thursday Evenings at 7:00pm

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank:

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105
Broadway Place, Anamosa |IA 52205. The ideal
donation will enable a family to “make a meal,” so items
such as pasta and canned pasta sauce, canned tuna
and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger Helper items are
great. Personal care items are always welcome. Many
people who don’t use food stamps don’t know that those
on food stamps can’t use that money for personal care
items—only food. So, personal care items would be
great.

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website,
YouTube page or Facebook page.

Mondays: 6:00 pm NA—LL CE Bldg.

Tuesdays: 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, Call Nancy Lyon Douglas
7:.00 pm AA—LL CE Bldg.

Thursdays: 7:00 p-m NA—LL CE Bldg.

* Wednesday, March 18
* 6:00 pm Service
Comm Prep: Barb Kleis/Paula Sisler
Greeters: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas
* Sunday, March 22
* 8:00 am
Comm Prep: Jan Allaire/Virginia Danielson
Greeters: Don/Deb Hardersen
Reading/Prayers: Don/Deb Hardersen
* 10:30 am
Comm Prep: Dave/Deb Oldham
Greeters: Weaver Family
Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler
* Wednesday, March 25
* 6:00 pm Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Readings/Prayers: Darla Algoe
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service
will be held at church

- Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service
B ‘ will be held at church.

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service
will be held at church

(. —
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Mar 26 1st Communion Retreat 5:30-7:30 pm
Mar 29 Palm Sunday: This is the start of Holy Week.
Mar 30 Drumming Prayer 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Apr 1 No WD4 or evening service
Apr 2 Maundy Thursday
Apr 3 Good Friday
Apr 5 Easter
Apr 7-14 Pastor Rodney out of office
Apr 9 Dinner With Friends @ Hillside Sports Bar in Monticello 5:00 pm
Apr 20 Council Mtg 6:30 pm
Apr 23 Earth Day Drum Circle at 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Apr 26 Confirmation
Apr 29 & May 3 Senior Recognition
L — |




