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CREATIVELY CONNECT + INTENTIONALLY GROW « JOYFULLY SERVE

March 29 2026 Palm Sunday

Join us at St. Paul for prayer as we accompany Jesus through his passion, death,
and resurrection with our imaginations, memories, and hearts.

Maundy Thursday Good Friday
Apr'll 2, 2026 6:00 pm April 3, 2026 6:00 pm

Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026

. Sunrise Service @ Lubben Vineyards, Hwy 151 @ 6:15 am
« Traditional Service @ 8:00 am location to be announced

. Contemporary Service @ 10:30 am location to be announced

(On Easter Da}l, anticipate being together for more than an hour as we celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord with song, story, and sacrament and welcome new members
to our faith family through baptism and first communion.)

A S T E R S NDAY

M E sRISEN

If you know you will be attending a service in Holy Week or on Easter and would be willing to serve in a
ministerial role, please contact Pastor Rodney at 319-389-6153.
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St. Paul Youth Egging «
Fundraiser!. 1
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Pricing:
30 Eggs - $25
50 Eggs - $45
70 Eggs - $65

L. we will fill all eggs with candy and —,
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All proceeds and donations go directly
toward the youth service trip. Reserve
your €qging spot today!
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951-555-5728
cyfmstpavlanamosa@gmail.com

https://forms.qle/q4hTsCib216ToYNN6
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Palms

Why do we have a procession and wave palms? In Jerusalem, at the beginning of the fifth century,
Egeria, a pilgrim from Europe recorded these events in her diary: on “the next day, Sunday, which is
the beginning of the Easter week, the triumphal entry of Jesus into the holy city was celebrated by
retracing the way which he and his disciples had followed.” Subsequently, the liturgy of the Holy Land
became widespread in the Roman Church and endures even today. This liturgy is the closest we
come to a theatrical presentation of historical events. Of course, we can never fully reenact that
event, but hopefully by participating in this ritual, we symbolically live the highlights of our spiritual
journeys. Originally, people paraded or processed in the footsteps of Jesus from the little village of
Bethany on the Mt. of Olives into the city of Jerusalem. As part of the festivities, they carried real
palms fronds or olive branches, the two most common trees in Palestine, as a sign of national pride
and power. These were replaced with local versions of “palms” as the celebration moved into other
parts of the world: willow branches, cedar branches, pussy willows, and flowers. The palm branches
commonly used in the U.S. are “ground palms” from Texas.

Blessed palms have always been respected as holy objects or sacramentals. Some families place
one or more on the wall behind a crucifix or holy picture until the next Palm Sunday, or they might
braid them into a cross for wall decorations. What does the palm you carry today mean to you?

| APRIL Birthdays |

Abel Burgess 4/2 Tim Hollett 4/14
Bentley Paulson 4/2 Megan Huck 4/15
Miken Wheeler 4/3 _ Elaine Stigen 4/17
Rick Douglas 4/3 [ ' Kathy Dornbusch 4/18
Kalel Hora y 4;4 @l - Karen Biere 4/21
Riley Osterkamp 4/4 . * ' Jill Darrow 4/22
Josh White 4/5 V %« ’w Dean Lambertsen 4/22
Brooks Narramore 4/5 Grant Chrisman 4/22
Titus Narramore 4/5 Helen Seaton 4/25
Bernice Petersen 4/6 Simon Robertson 4/27
Andrew Huck 4/6 Myra Powell 4/28
Virginia Danielson 4/13 Jasper Pepmeyer 4/29
Ella Giegerich 4/14 Kurt Vavricek 4/30

PRAYER SHAWL AND QUILT INVITATION from the Southeastern Iowa Synod

As we prepare for the 2026 Synod Assembly, we are inviting congregations across the
Synod to help us surround this gathering in prayer, comfort, and peace blessing. Our
theme, “Peace Be With You” will be embodied through the gift of handmade prayer
shawls and lap quilts. Each shawl or quilt may become a keepsake for a participant, or
they may pass it on through our Synod to an organization or individual in need.

Note from Nancy Stout and Virginia Danielson....materials for making lap quilts will be available
for anyone who would like to participate in this ministry. If you are interested, please contact
Nancy at 319-480-8363 or Virginia at 319-480-0466.

HFIE S with Lent and Easter upon us, we are skipping March and
£ & _.-7-..3 scheduling our next “Dinner with Friends” on Thursday, April 9th at

oD

, ' 5:00 pm at Hillside Sports Bar in Monticello. Please join us for a
wmares  relaxing dinner at a special place where everyone is welcome.
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St. Paul Lutheran Congregational
Council Meeting Summary/Minutes
March 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.

Called to Order
By Scott Chrisman at 7:09 p.m. Following All Leadership meeting.

Present
Pastor Rodney, Scott Chrisman (President), Shelby Hollett (Secretary), Vicki Wacker, Vickie
Behnke, Dave Oldham (Treasurer), Jerry Crowe and Jason Geltz (Vice President)

Not Present
Shawna Giegerich, Fred Austin and Ashtyn Weber

Guest attendee: Electronic discussions: N/A

Consent Agenda Discussion and Approval

Financial Reports, St. Paul Council February Meeting Minutes & Pastor's Report & Treasurer Report
Dave Oldham motioned to approve the consent agenda, Jason Geltz seconded the motion. Ayes
carry.

Treasurer Report

For several months, general giving has been down about 10%. This is not unusual following a capital
campaign. People are asked not to redesignate general giving towards the Building the Future with
Hope Fund. We also encourage folks to do giving through the Vanco electronic app. So that giving
remains steady. Scott will follow up with Rabe to find out about the solar power rebate: when and
from where will it arrive? Keep an eye on benefits of electric bill during the sunnier seasons coming

up.

Old Business

Check-in update on capital campaign and building project. Dean Niklasen, Project Manager, reported
that projects are moving along at a good pace. Invoices are being paid in a timely fashion. Pictures
have been posted in the Pulse several fimes over the past month to help people visualize the work.
We are grateful for dedicated local artisans and craftspeople who have brought this project along.

New Business

1. Trying to make the transition smoother when new Council members and Committee leaders join
by developing 1,3,5 year plans by each of the committees. These are guiding documents that
reflect values, similar to a budgeft.

2. Council is conducting a cell tower discussion with Array around the lease agreement terms. Dave
will check on insurance for the cell tower and report to Shawn Countryman who, because of his
work background, is facilitating the conversation with Array (the company that bought US
Cellular and now owns the contract.).

3. Fred Austin (6rounds and Maintenance) presented a desire for planter beds along the parking lot
to be removed. They have not been utilized lately and are quite beat up after the road work. The
Council stated approval o remove the wooden boards on those beds and requested they leave the
metal trough to be repurposed.

4. Nancy Stout is attending and we need a male voting member for Synod Assembly, May 15/16 at
1st Lutheran Cedar Rapids. We are electing a bishop this year (every 6 years)!

External Communications: None

Closing Thought & Adjourn
Motion to adjourn by Jerry Crowe and Vickie Behnke seconded at 8:14p.m. Ayes carry.
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Every week brings another glimpse of beauty taking shape inside our sanctuary, and our hearts are full as
we watch this transformation unfold. What a gift it is to see this space—so loved, so prayed in, so central
to our life together—being renewed with such care.

We are deeply grateful for our contractors, whose craftsmanship and steady dedication show in every
detail. Our project manager continues to guide this work with clarity and commitment, keeping the vision
moving forward with grace. And our design team—what an incredible offering of creativity, energy, and
thoughtful planning. Their passion for creating a space that reflects who we are as a community shines
through in every choice and every conversation.

None of this would be possible without the generosity of our St. Paul family. Your gifts, your prayers, your
encouragement, and your belief in this project are making this renewal possible in a way that honors both
our history and our future.

Thank you for helping create a sanctuary that will welcome, inspire, and nurture our community for years
to come. God is doing something beautiful here, and we are grateful to be part of it together.
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ST PAUL DIRECTORY
Staff 2025-2026

Pastor: Rodney Bluml
Worship: (319) 389-6153
blumiwa@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant:
Kathy Brunssen
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
(319) 462-4841

Children's Youth Family Ministry (CYFM )
Kaileen Weaver
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com

(951) 553-5728 (319) 462-4841

Church Address:
201 N Ford Street
Anamosa, IA 52205

Mailing/Office Address:
103 E Cedar Street
Anamosa, IA 52205
(319) 462-4841

Church Website:
www.stpaulanamosa.com

Church Council Executive Officers

Council President: Scott Chrisman
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 431-1320

Council Vice President: Jason Geltz
Grounds/Maintenance (319) 533-3189

Council Treasurer: David Oldham
Finance (319) 560-3518

Council Secretary: Shelby Hollett
Stewardship/Discipleship (319) 480-8529
Future with Hope Committee

As a Congregation our mission is to:

Creatively Connect
Intentionally Grow
Joyfully Serve

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all generations,
: backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the people of St. Paul will
= be known as disciples of Christ in the World.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

| Readings for April 5
John 20:1-18 I
| Psalm 118:21-29

—_—_—_—_—_—__J

Please Pray for the Following
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, especially
Donna Condry, Pat Merritt and Wilma Anderson. For peace in our

nation & world, for safety in our schools and communities and for
those seeking a safe home.

To add a name call/email Kathy 319-462—4841 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.

Bread Bakers

March: Stacie Sullivan

April: Kaileen Weaver & 1st Communion Families
May: Brian Lubben

Deliver Food to Food Bank

March: Myra Powell

April: Barb Kleis & Virginia Danielson

May: Ralph/Sandy Andresen

Grief Share is available upon request. Please contact Nancy
Lyon Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

NA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Monday
evenings at 6:00 pm & Thursday Evenings at 7:00pm

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank:

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105
Broadway Place, Anamosa |IA 52205. The ideal
donation will enable a family to “make a meal,” so items
such as pasta and canned pasta sauce, canned tuna
and/or chicken and/or beef, Hamburger Helper items are
great. Personal care items are always welcome. Many
people who don’t use food stamps don’t know that those
on food stamps can’t use that money for personal care
items—only food. So, personal care items would be
great.

Mondays: 6:00 pm NA—LL CE Bldg.

Tuesdays: 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, Call Nancy Lyon Douglas
7:.00 pm AA—LL CE Bldg.

Thursdays: 7:00 p-m NA—LL CE Bldg.

* Wednesday, March 25
* 6:00 pm Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Readings/Prayers: Darla Algoe
* Sunday, March 29
* 8:00 am
Comm Prep: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Greeters: Nancy Lyon Douglas
Reading/Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas
* 10:30 am
Comm Prep: Barb Wilson
Greeters: Gary/Carlene Vavricek
Readings/Prayers: Gary or Carlene Vavricek / Scott Chrisman

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website,
YouTube page or Facebook page.
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service
will be held at church

- Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service
Vs will be held at church.

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service
will be held at church

— |
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Mar 26 1st Communion Retreat 5:30-7:30 pm
Mar 29 Palm Sunday: This is the start of Holy Week.
Mar 30 Drumming Prayer 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Apr 1 No WD4 or evening service
Apr 2 Maundy Thursday
Apr 3 Good Friday
Apr 5 Easter
Apr 7-14 Pastor Rodney out of office
Apr 9 Dinner With Friends @ Hillside Sports Bar in Monticello 5:00 pm
Apr 20 Council Mtg 6:30 pm
Apr 23 Earth Day Drum Circle at 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall
Apr 26 Confirmation
Apr 29 & May 3 Senior Recognition
[— — |




