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St. Paul Lutheran Congregational Council Meeting Summary 
                                  March 17, 2025 

 
Opening prayer and Call to Order by Scott at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Present: Pastor Rodney, Scott Chrisman, Jerry Crowe, Nancy Stout, David Oldham, Fred Austin, Michele 
Countryman, Dustin Paulson, Shelby Hollett, Vicki Wacker, Macen Garrett 
 
Not present: 
 
Consent Agenda Discussion and Approval - Dave O. made the motion to accept the Consent Agenda. Jerry C. 
seconded. Ayes carry. 
 
It was noted that according to Robert’s Rules of Order of parliamentary procedure, the president of the council 
should only vote in the case of a tie. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
• Updates on “Building the Future with Hope” account will be included in each monthly financial report. 
• The Southeast Iowa Synod thanked us for our last year’s contribution of $7553.83, which was $500 more than 

pledged.  
• Two families have presented gifts totaling $25,000 to the “Building the Future with Hope” fund. A disability 

grant of $5704 will be transferred to the “Building the Future with Hope” account, as this money will be used for 
the addition of the ADA compliant restroom on the main floor. Dave made the motion that the family gifts of 
$25,000 and the disability grant money of $5704 be placed in a 3-month cd in the amount of $30,704 The cd will 
be specifically designated for “Building the Future with Hope.” Dustin seconded. Ayes carry.  

• Lynn Decious was asked to gain information and do research on solar heating for the church. Dave has started 
receiving information concerning solar heating.  

 
Old Business 
• Nominations for council seats - Sixteen people are discerning their call to serving on the leadership council. 

There are three vacant seats, plus one youth seat. 
• Synod Assembly delegates - Pastor Rodney will be attending the assembly at Grandview College on May 17. 

Scott is checking on his availability to attend. An additional delegate is also needed. 
• Signatures for the bank box - Dave will take care of the necessary paper work. 
• Water softener in parsonage - The church pays the $22/month fee and Pastor purchases the salt. Arrangements 

will be made to have the softener serviced. 
• Staff reviews - Reviews have been completed with Kaileen and Kathy, and Pastor Rodney’s review will be 

completed this week. 
 
The Council then went into closed session. 
 
New Business 
• Kitchen Dishwashing - A sign will be laminated and placed by the handwashing station in the kitchen. Discussion 

was held concerning the required use of gloves for dishwashing. There are no specific guidelines on the Public 
Health site. We feel this requirement was COVID specific and no longer applies. It is a personal preference if 
gloves are worn for dishwashing. 

• Update on Capital Campaign - Nancy reported that things are going very well. People have been very willing to 
assist with the campaign.  Nancy thanked the council for their support in hiring a consultant, as Pastor Tom’s 
expertise, support, and guidance have allowed us to move forward in an efficient and effective manner. We are 
looking into ways of providing members with information on making weekly/monthly transfers using Vanco or a 
QR code, as well as using required minimum distributions from retirement accounts. Dustin reported that calls 
are being made to some members. One member has chosen to gift an agricultural commodity. Nancy distributed 
names for each council member to call, inviting everyone to participate in the Commitment Sunday and 
Wednesday services (April 6, 9), as well as the meals following each service.  

• Foot Washees - A few council members volunteered to participate in the foot washing experience on Maundy 
Thursday.  
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• Digital archiving - Michele is working on storing past minutes electronically. Nancy will provide electronic 

copies of this year’s minutes to Michele. 
• Constitution - Michele has reviewed the constitution. There is nothing prohibiting  spouses, siblings, parent/

child from serving at the same time on council. It is not considered good practice, but our council is large 
enough that two members of a household will not influence a decision in of itself. 

• The staff support team of Barb Kleis and Arlie Willems is being reinstated. 
• Lawn mowing - The Kenny family will no longer be mowing. We greatly appreciate the commitment and 

services their family has provided for the past 7 years. The Grounds and Maintenance team will try to cover the 
lawn mowing duties. 

 
Communication 
 
Closing -  Dave made the motion to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. Macen seconded. Ayes carry. 
 
Upcoming Events 
- Commitment Weekend - April 6 and 9, with meals following each service. 
 
Date and time for next meeting: April 21, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Stout, secretary 

St Paul Finance Committee Report – February 2025 
 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 
We thank you for your glory and in helping to build Your kingdom here on earth. Amen. 
 
Thank you for your generous donations to St. Paul.  Your support is vital to our ongoing efforts to 
create a welcoming and inclusive space where individuals can experience God’s love and find solace 
and strength. Your faithfulness in supporting St. Paul is deeply appreciated.  Your gifts of time, 
talent, and treasures help us to make a positive impact in our lives and the lives of others. 
 
Monthly Financials: 
 February Balances:  General Checking          $55,819.34 
         Memorial Accounts         $31,381.28 
         Land Maintenance and Development   $45,777.52 
         Building the Future with Hope     $10,000.00   
 Income    2/2024 $20130.39     Income    2/2025  $25,790.70   
 Expenses 2/2024 $14,669.31       Expenses 2/2025  $22,953.45  
 
As we start the Lenten season, we can renew our commitment to serving our father and the 
community that we call home.  Take some time to reflect on what it means to be a part of our home 
at St. Paul. If we work together the possibilities are limitless.  As a community we are amazing!!! 
 
A reminder that we all can do your giving automatically through VANCO Faith.  Go to our 
stpaulanamosa.com, under more… tab use Give Online.  You can also go to: http://
www.stpaulanamosa.com/give-online.html 
 
Thank you for your generosity to St Paul Lutheran. 
 
David Oldham 
Treasurer 

http://www.stpaulanamosa.com/give-online.html
http://www.stpaulanamosa.com/give-online.html
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 A prayer vigil is being held on Saturday, April 5th, 
before Commitment Sunday, at the CE building 
chapel (second floor).  It is an important time for 
members of the congregation to discern your 
response to the “Building the Future with Hope” 
campaign, while lifting up to God in prayer, this 
program, and your hopes and dreams for the 
congregation. 
 
People will come and go throughout the prayer 
vigil.  There is a sheet in the back of the church 
to sign up for the times that work for you from 
9:30 am to 2:30 pm on the 5th of April.  Some will 
have signed up in advance to assure that at least 
one person is praying throughout the vigil, but 
others are welcome to come at any time and stay 
as long as they wish. 
 
This Prayer Vigil is a time for our community of 
faith to come before God to acknowledge that we 
are the body of Christ, and to ask for God’s 
guidance and presence April 6th, as we complete 
our individual commitments.  Even if you are alone 
in the chapel, know that you are praying in 
connection with our entire faith community. 
 
As you spend time in prayer, be certain to thank 
God for all that God has done for you and for our 
congregation, and ask for God’s guidance in your 
own life and in the congregations' life. 

Commitment Week is Coming! 
 

You are invited to join every household 
of St. Paul Lutheran Church in offering 
your commitments to this important 
appeal.  A special procession offering 
will be held as a symbol of our solidarity 
of purpose and unity of will to serve 
Christ well into the future, in this place.  
Afterwards we join together in a 
Celebration Brunch on Sunday, April 
6th after both services and a 
Celebration of Hor-d’oeuvres on 
Wednesday, April 9th after service.  

Please come and enjoy the fellowship of 
our church. 

Dinner With Friends 
 

Our April Dinner with Friends will be on Thursday, April 10th.  We will be 

eating at Lubben Vineyards and Wines at 5:00 pm.  Please call or text 

Jeannette Clayton at 319-560-1364 if you plan on attending. 

In the name of stewardship and discipleship... 
 

You may have noticed that when someone leads music, 
sings, shares in ministry, breaks open the Word, gives 
testimony, or serves in our liturgy, we do not applaud.  
Why? We offer our gifts and talents in the context of our 
communal prayer as a response to God‘s generosity 
and Holy Spirit’s gifts. Our efforts are offered as gift and 
received as gift. We allow the gift to move among us. 
We experience the feelings.  We welcome the sounds 
and ideas to sink in, to settle, and perhaps find 
ourselves responding with a quietly voiced “amen or 
praise you God.”  While we are appreciative, in that 
sense, it is different than a Broadway musical or show 
choir performance. 
 

All for the glory of God!  
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Outreach Opportunity 
 

It is Lent and time for our Noisy Offering to be gathered during all of the St. Paul services. This year there 
is a dire need involving Lutheran Social Services of Iowa (LSI) Immigrant and Refugee Community 
Services. On January 24th, 2025, LSI received notice that the Department of State had ordered all 
resettlement agencies to stop providing services to recently arrived refugee families, and that federal 
funds for these services would no longer be available after that date. These federal funds are essential in 
helping new refugees build a stable foundation in their new communities through direct financial assistance 
and supportive services from LSI. These funds help cover basic living expenses for families while they find 
employment.  
 

As a result of this action, 191 individuals;108 of whom are minors, are now at risk across LSI’s three 
resettlement locations in Des Moines, Sioux City, and Waterloo. 127 of these individuals have just arrived in 
the past 30 days. This action will have profound negative impacts on the children and families 
throughout our communities. Mind you, these individuals had already been screened and approved to come to 
the US.   

Our noisy offering will not completely make up what was lost, but every dollar counts, and communicates 
that someone cares. 

Reminder to Thrivent Choice Members 

March 31st is the end for requesting Choice Dollars to be sent to an organization you choose 
for your 2024 Dollars.  Thanks to all who participate, and a special thanks from your St. Paul 
family to those who ask for Choice Dollars to be sent to St Paul.  You can direct you dollars 
on line at Thrivent.com or by calling Thrivent at 800-847-4836. 

Lenten Meal at St. Paul Lutheran this year 

Hey, the Hospitality team is going to do a Lenten meal in the Fellowship Hall from 5-6 pm on 
March 26 and April 2.  Join us!!!! 

ALY UPDATE 

The next packing day for weekend ALY bags in Thursday, March 27th.  Volunteers, please gather 
in the lower level of the Ed building at 10:00 a.m.  Thanks to all who have joined to do this 
important work this month. 

Drumming Prayer will be held in the Chapel of the Education Building at 5:30 pm 
on Monday, March 31.  Join us for healing energy and harmony. 

Easter Lilies  
 

If you would like to order a lily to help beautify the 
sanctuary for Easter, Sign the paper that is on the 
table in the back of the church.   Indicate who the lily 
is in honor of or in memory of.   Put cash or a check 
payable to Anamosa Floral in the envelope that is 
attached to the paper.  
 

Lilies are $14. Deadline for ordering is Sunday, April 
6th.  
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Tuesday, Mar 25 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Mar 26 
*  8:00 am  Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00pm   Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Paula Sisler 
   Greeters:  Fred/Lindsey Austin 
         Readings/Prayers: Paula Sisler 
   Comm. Server:  Paula Sisler 
    PowerPoint:   Myra Powell 
Sunday, Mar 30 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Nancy Stout 
  Greeters: Orlyn/Kathy Brunssen 
  Readings/Prayers: Nancy Lyon Douglas 
  Comm Servers: Nancy Lyon Douglas/Sherri Evans  
  PowerPoint: Susan Koppenhaver 
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep: Barb Kleis 
  Greeters:  Rob Robertson family 
  Readings/Prayers: Kristi Robertson 
  Comm Servers:  Aaron/Deb Zumbach 
   PowerPoint: Shelby Hollett 
  Livestream: Seth Secrist 
 Tuesday, Apr 1 

• 6:00 pm Grief Support by Request, call Nancy Douglas 

• 7:00 pm AA—-LL CE Building 
Wednesday,  Apr 2 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Marlene Serbousek 
   Greeters: Summer Parks 
   Readings/Prayers:  Summer Parks 
   Comm Server: Marlene Serbousek 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell 
Sunday, April 6 

  8:00 am Service 
  Comm Prep:   Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Greeters: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver 
  Readings/Prayers:  Tom Sabotta 
  Comm Servers: Ed Gerst/Susan Koppenhaver  
  PowerPoint: Macen Garrett 
* 10:30 am Service 
  Comm Prep:  Dave/Deb Oldham 
  Greeters:  Curtis Weaver Family 
  Readings/Prayers:   Kaileen Weaver 
  Comm Servers:  Dave/Deb Oldham 
   PowerPoint: Eli Lambertsen 
  Livestream: Dean Lambertsen 
Wednesday,  April 9 
*  8:00 am Men’s Worship Group—CE Building 
*  6:00 pm  Evening Service 
   Comm Prep: Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Greeters:  Ken/Pam Humpal 
   Readings/Prayer:  Polly Chalstrom 
   Comm Server: Ken Humpal 
   PowerPoint: Myra Powell                                        
 

 

GriefShare is available upon request. Please contact Nancy 
Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank:  
To donate money, checks may be written to Jones County 
Community Food Bank and mailed to 105 Broadway Place, 
Anamosa IA 52205.   The ideal donation will enable a 
family to “make a meal,” so items such as pasta and 
canned pasta sauce, canned tuna and/or chicken and/or 
beef, Hamburger Helper items are great.  Clients also like 
pancake mix and pancake syrup.  Canned fruits or 
vegetables are great too.  Personal care items are always 
welcome.  Many people who don’t use food stamps don’t 
know that those on food stamps can’t use that money for 
personal care items—only food.  So, personal care items 
would be great. 

 

Bread Bakers:  
April:  Kaileen Weaver 
May:  Brian Lubben 
June:  Sandra Andresen 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
April:  Barb Kleis 
May:  Ralph/Sandy Andresen 
June:  Myra Powell 

 

Recorded services are found on St. Paul website, 
YouTube page or Facebook page.  

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
Available 24 Hours 

Languages:  English, Spanish 
800-273-8255 

Please Pray for the Following 
(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 

We pray for all who need healing, strength or comfort, 
especially Marty Rowland.  For peace in our nation & world, 
for safety in our schools and communities and for those 
seeking a safe home. To add a name call or email  Kathy at 
319-462-4841/stpaulanamosa@gmail.com.  

As a Congregation our mission is to: 
 

Creatively Connect 
Intentionally Grow 

Joyfully Serve 
 

SO THAT—together, as brothers and sisters from all 
generations, backgrounds, skills, gifts and resources, the 
people of St. Paul will be known as disciples of Christ in 
the World. 

Readings for April 6— Luke 18:31—19-10 

         Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:stpaulanamosa@gmail.com
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 

Wednesday, 6:00 pm service  
will be held at church 

  
Sunday 8:00 am Traditional service  

will be held at church. 
 

Sunday 10:30 am Contemporary service 
will be held at church 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Mar 31   Drumming in Ce Bldg. 5:30 pm in the Chapel  

Mar 26   Lenten meal in Fellowship Hall 5-6 pm 

Mar 31   Women’s Bible Study 12:45-3 pm 

Apr 2   Lenten meal in Fellowship Hall 5-6 pm 

Apr 6   Church Brunch @ 9-10 am and 11:30-12:30 am 

Apr 9   Hors-d’oeuvres in Fellowship Hall 7-8 pm 

Apr 10   Dinner with Friends @ Lubben Vineyard & Wines @ 5 pm 

Apr 13   Palm Sunday 

Apr 14   Blood Drive 2-6 pm in Fellowship Hall 

Apr 14   Women’s Bible Study 12:45-3 pm @ Ce Bldg downstairs 

Apr 17   Maundy Thursday 6:00 pm service 

Apr 18   Good Friday 6:00 pm service 

Apr 19   Egg My Yard!! 

Apr 20   Easter Sunday—6 am Sunrise Service at Lubben Vineyards 
         8 & 10:30 am services at the church 

Apr 21   Council Mtg @ 6:30 

Apr 28   Women’s Bible Study 12:45-3 pm @ Fellowship Hall 


