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CREATIVELY CONNECT « INTENTIONALLY GROW -« JOYFULLY SERVE
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April 2, 2023 Passion/Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday Community Pancake Breakfast

i Sunday, April
i2nd from 8-11
fa.m., St Paul will
ibe serving a

" Community
iPancake

i Breakfast” at

i the church

i Fellowship Hall!

i All are welcomel!

i The menu for

i the day will be

i pancakes,
iscrambled eggs,
iham, coffee,

i juice, milk and )
i fruit. Free will
idonation.

There will be a
i sign up sheet in g
ithe entrance of g

i the church where you can sign up to help or bring a food item.
i Contact person is Dave Oldham at
§ 319-560-3518.
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Triumphal Entry and Cleansing of the Temple

Why do we have a procession and wave palms? In Jerusalem, at the beginning of the fifth century, Egeria, a
pilgrim from Europe recorded these events in her diary: on “the next day, Sunday, which is the beginning of the
Easter week, the triumphal entry of Jesus into the holy city was celebrated by retracing the way which he and his
disciples had followed.” Subsequently, the liturgy of the Holy Land became widespread in the Roman Church
and endures even today. This liturgy is the closest we come to a theatrical presentation of historical events. Of
course, we can never fully reenact that event, but hopefully by participating in this ritual, we symbolically live the
highlights of our spiritual journeys. Cry out to God with great joy and gusto; our Messiah is among us!

Gospel at the Procession with Palms: Mt. 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to
them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This
took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks
on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the
whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” "' The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in
Galilee.”

This is the scene presented by the Prophet Zechariah (9:9) to signal the arrival of the Messiah. The religious leaders were
concerned for their own authority because of Jesus’ popularity with the common people. The Romans in Jerusalem would
have been concerned as they saw the makings of a mob situation, as they waved palms, signs of nationalistic fervor. All were
on edge.

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a

The Lord Gob has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to sustain the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GobD has opened my ear, and |
was not rebellious, | did not turn backward. | gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out
the beard; | did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GobD helps me, therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know that | shall not be put to shame; “he who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Letthem confront me. It is the Lord Gob who helps
me; who will declare me guilty?

Isaiah is writing the “servant song” about a prophet, who like himself, stood in the midst of an exhausted and pain-filled people
and spoke the words of God. Like many who challenge people’s comfort zones, he is beaten, spat upon, and turned away,
but his strength was in the Lord and he did not abandon the mission to which he had been called. Isaiah is also using this
image to speak of the Jews who endured the Babylonian exile with faith and were called back to Jerusalem to restore it as the
city towards which all nations would stream. The nation of Israel fulfills the role of the suffering servant when she accepts the
insults, blows, and betrayals other nations leveled against her. As Christians, we look back and apply this “servant song” to
Jesus. Even though Isaiah was not specifically talking about Jesus, we know him to be the greatest prophet, indeed, the
fullest revelation of God’s Word, and still, he endured suffering. When the Pharisees and Chief Priests threatened Him, Jesus
did not stop teaching the people about the Kingdom of God because he knew there was no shame in it. Ultimately, his
resurrection from the dead vindicated him.

Psalm 118:25-29 NIV

LORD, save us! LORD, grant us success! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. From the house of

the LORD we bless you. The LORD is God, and he has made his light shine on us. With boughs in hand, join in the festal
procession up to the horns of the altar. You are my God, and | will praise you; you are my God, and | will exalt you.
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.

Mt. 21:12-17, 26:1-4 NIV

Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money
changers and the benches of those selling doves. ‘It is written,” he said to them, “My house will be called a house of prayer,
but you are making it ‘a den of robbers. The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. But when the
chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts,
“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him.

“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, “From the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?”
And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night. When Jesus had finished saying all these
things, he said to his disciples, “As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to be
crucified.” Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was
Caiaphas, * and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. Come back on Good Friday for the rest of the story!
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Taking it home:

o simplify on Good Friday and Holy Saturday so you can reflect on a life without the grace of Christ in it. What would you
lack? Does your relationship with Jesus make a difference?

how can you break a spiral of violence in your circle of influence?

tell someone how you have internalized the cross this Lent.

reach out to someone who is suffering, even if it is uncomfortable. Can you help carry someone’s cross?

e Who is someone you can love beyond her or his pain?

Holy Thursday foot washing, the invitation to serve: At the heart of our Christian vocation and Eucharistic life is the call to
serve one another. This call was made clear when Jesus turned the world upside down: during the Passover meal, the revered
teacher got down and washed the feet of his students, then told them to do the same. We are the new disciples of Christ:
serving, praising, reconciling, sacrificing, and loving in his name.

Given the opportunity, whose feet would you wash?

Mindfulness (set aside five minutes. breathe and read through three times. Which words or ideas hold energy for you?
What images and feelings emerge in your imagination?) “True baptism allows us to reframe, and contain, the reality of evil,
without needing to blame anyone else, without any need for shame or vengeance. We are all in this together, and our common
wound shows itself in different ways.”

— Richard Rohr, Adam's Return: The Five Promises of Male Initiation

I " Thank you, to everyone who helped make all the lenten meals go smoothly. Even, with the hiccups, we ended up
. always, having enough volunteers to help, thanks you so much!l’ Thank you to the families |
- that donated hamburger and roasts for this year's meals:
Scott Lubben
Dan Rickel
Heidi and Cory Capron
Colin and Carol Stiffler
I Carlene and Gary Vavricek
*  Scott and Annette Wheeler
I Shawn and Valerie Lambertsen
Ralph and Sandra Andresen

I Eﬁ/]er'yone liked the different variety of meals while still making sure we had soup and Mac/ I
cheese
. Thank you to Debbie Hardersen and Sherri Evens for filling in for me while I was in Omaha helping my aunt. 1
Thanks again for all your help and support. It's because of you volunteers that our annual Lenten meals go so .
. Smoothly! 1
!Lor'i Reynold 1
H April Birthdays
Karol Pinney 4/2 Karen Biere 4/21
Bentley Paulson 4/2 Jill Darrow 4/22
Michen Wheeler 4/3 Dean Lambertsen 4/22
Rick Douglas 4/3 Grant Chrisman 4/22
Riley Osterkamp 4/4 Helen Seaton 4/25
Josh White 4/5 Emily Hannes 4/25
Bernice Petersen 4/6 Simon Robertson 4/27
Marty Rowland 4/10 Myra Powell 4/28
Virginia Danielson 4/13 Jasper Pepmeyer 4/29
Ella Giegerich 4/14 Kurt Vavricek 4/30
Tim Hollett 4/14
Elaine Stigen 4/17
Kathy Dornbusch 4/18
;; —————— <—'



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7919.Richard_Rohr
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14745

St. Paul Lutheran Church | 201 N. Ford Street. Anamosa, IA 52205 | Phone: (319) 462-4841 | stpaulanamosa@gmail.com 4

Council Minutes

March 13, 2023

6:00pm

Council Members Present: Nancy Stout, Fred Austin, Susan Koppenhaver, Jason Geltz, Jamie Hamblin, Pastor Rodney,
Dustin Paulson, Scott Chrisman

Not Present: Angie Thomas, Michele Countryman, Nancy Lyon-Douglas (treasurer)
Meeting called to order at 6:07pm

Consent Agenda: Financials, Minutes, and Pastor’s Report - Financials should be done by tomorrow (3/14). Nancy has
been ill so that is the delay on the financials. Minutes were not available for this month. We have a Pastor's Report for March.

Jamie Hamblin makes a motion to move the March Consent agenda to April. Seconded by Nancy Stout. Ayes carry.

Old Business:

e Lumberyard update - getting close to where we could grade it out. Fred is thinking of grading the width of the CE building
so the water runs down away from the building and the parking lot. Then putting down rock. Then putting up fence posts
and wire to section off the area not being used for parking at this time to help keep people out of there.

e Parsonage - Rodney & Bonnie most likely moving in yet this month. Meeting with fence people on Wednesday
morning. Nancy S. offered to gather a few people to come over and wipe some things down before they move in.

e Block Party (June 23rd) - LCC reserved as the backup if there is inclement weather.

e Confirmation (April 30th) - there was a picnic planned for after confirmation but we are going to check with confirmation
families to see if they plan to stick around. If confirmation families are not going to utilize the picnic then it probably
won’t happen.

e Nancy S. has been working on the centennial message/video for the Synod Assembly

New Business:

e Required Minimum Distribution - moving forward it would be a good practice to provide a letter of acknowledgement to
the donor, which can be used for tax documentation.

e Jason would like to bring back the Financial Committee This committee should be overseeing things like the lenten meal
receipts, fellowship receipts, credit card vs. debit card discussion, etc. Pastor suggests we make plans to intentionally bring
back the Financial Committee under new leadership in a few months - current leadership will leave a directive for the new
leadership on what they need to do moving forward.

e It’s budget time so each committee needs to provide feedback for funds.

e Leadership intends to add a kitchen account to the budget?

o “Legacy Weaver”- several council members shared their takeaways from the March 11 event with Dan Frachey. A
summary of the “vision/values for the future” from the day is available

Communications (Requests/Responses):

None

Agenda for Next Meeting:

e Consent Agenda for March

¢ Financial Committee Discussion

o Share summary of the “vision/values for the future” from Legacy Weaver day

Upcoming Conferences/Meetings/Schedules/Coming Events:

e Lenten Portrayals and Meals continue on Wednesday evenings throughout the Lenten season

e St. Paul 100-year celebration January 2023 with 100th Anniversary Activities tentatively scheduled for 2023:
= June 23 Block Party (similar to past events) featuring Blue 60 and several local food vendors.

- Donation focus: Animal Shelter
= July 9 Ice Cream Social (w/loose meat sandwiches) Noon in FH

- Donation focus: Anamosa Ministerial Association Member Care
=  August 20 Anniversary Dinner at LCC Noon(ish)

- Donation focus: Lutheran World Relief 100th Anniversary Committee - Sally’s Cater
=  October 7 Homecoming and PumpkinFest Parade Float

- Donation Focus: Jones Co Food Bank

April 10th at 6:00pm - all leadership meeting
At 7:32 Jason Geltz made a motion to adjourn. Dustin Paulson seconded. Ayes carry.

Respectfully submitted by Jamie Hamblin
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rWeek Five 1
* A well lived life is like a marathon, not a sprint—it calls for preparation, determination and of course lots of .

perseverance. As an example of perfect perseverance, we Christians need look no further than Jesus Christ.

. Jesus finished what he began. Despite His suffering and despite the unspeakable pain He experienced on the
cross, Jesus was steadfast in his faithfulness to God. We too must remain faithful when we experience the
inevitable hardships of life.

* Are you living through touch times or facing a difficult situation? If so, just keep putting one foot in front of the .
other, pray for strength and keep going. Whatever your problem, God can handle it. You job is to keep
persevering.

Viewing of the
Chosen, Just
letting you know
that our Sunday
morning viewing

S - of The Chosen
B, | will be on break
' t Ev I VA L RFA for three weeks

with the Easter

b holiday activities.
I M AG | N E : The breakfast next
week was going
' " to overlap in the
Y THE POWER AT WORK WITH space for Easter, so the group decided to skip to
OF IMAGINE... 7 allow people more flexibility in their Easter

gatherings. So, please note we will resume on
4/23.

The chosen is a drama series created and directed
by American filmmaker Dallas Jenkins. Jenkins’

‘ _ intention was not only to dig deeper into the people

' - : who encountered Jesus and to see Jesus through the
BISHOP AMY CURRENT BISHOP YEHIEL CURRY RACHEL KURTZ " g X

SEIA SYNOO - ELCA METRO CHICAGO SYNOD - ELCA HUSICIAN eyes of those who met him, but also to show him in

a way that is more “personal, intimate, and
immediate.” The series writers made use of a
consultation team that included a Rabbi, a Catholic
priest, and an evangelical theologian to assist in the
authentic portrayal of Jesus as a first century
Jewish man in the Roman Empire.

wmmmshiddadd)

St Paul and ALY

March is the month for St Paul to
pack the bags of food for the ALY
Weekend Backpack Program. We
plan to be packing on Thursday,
March 30 beginning at 10:00 am in
the lower level of the Ed building.
The bags will be delivered to the
schools every Thursday in March. A
volunteer signup sheet is posted on
the bulletin board in the back of the
church.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 20 for all
ages, all are welcome, day of learning about
ministry, music, worship, great speakers and fun.
Go to synodrevival.org for more information,
updates are posted often.

ALY is the local organization being
honored during March as part of St
Paul’'s 100th Anniversary
Celebration.
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St. Paul
High School
Senior Recognition

Come help us show our High School Seniors how much
we appreciate them and their Achievement's on Wednes-
day, April 19th @ 6:00pm during worship with a Cake Re-
ception immediately following the service. We will also be
showing our Seniors Recognition on Sunday, April 23rd @
the 8am & 10:30 service with Cookies/Cupcake
Reception immediately following the services.

2023 Seniors from St. Paul:

Carson Andresen  Tysen Gravel
Chelsea Holland Sean Hollett
Ethan Ludwig Emily Meyer
Ruby Robertson Caden Smith
Lucas Sullivan
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Please Pray for the Following

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!)
We pray for all who need healing, strength or
comfort those who are grieving (especially the

families of Theresa Ocenosak, and Kim Brunssen).

For peace in our nation & world, for safety in our
schools and communities and for those seeking a

safe home. To add a name call or email Kathy at
462-4841 /stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names
will be listed for 4 weeks and may be renewed.

GriefShare is available upon request. Please
contact Nancy Douglas if interested 319-551-3358.

AA meets in the lower level of the CE building on Tuesday
evenings at 7:00 pm.

Jones County Food Bank: Help is always needed at
the Jones County Community Food Bank - food and
funds have fallen critically low. For the last few
months, the number of families and individuals
requesting foods has been increasing and the shelves
are almost bare. Funds are also being diminished by
the demands of purchasing food at higher prices.

To donate money, checks may be written to Jones
County Community Food Bank and mailed to 105
Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. ltems needed
this week: Peas, pancake mix and syrup, canned tuna,
Mac & Cheese and personal care items. Please place
items in the back of the church for collection by St. Paul
volunteers OR call the Food Bank to make delivery
arraignments (462-4343)

Taped services are found on St. Paul
website, YouTube page or Facebook page.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Available 24 Hours
Languages: English, Spanish
800-273-8255

Bread Bakers:

April: Kaileen Weaver
May: Pat Merritt

June: Sandra Andresen

Deliver Food to Food Bank:
April: Barb Kleis

May: Ralph & Sandy Andresen
June: Myra Powell

FEEEEEEEEERER]
-Illlllllll

Wednesday, March 29
*8:00am Men’s scripture/book study LL. CE
*5:00pm Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans
Prayers: Darla Algoe
Comm Service: Tom/Sherri
PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley
* 6:30pm Service
Comm Prep: Darla Algoe
Greeters: Jason Geltz
Prayers: WD4
Comm Server: Jason Geltz
PowerPoint: WD4

Sunday, April 2nd

*8:00am
Comm Prep: Wilma Anderson
Greeters: Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans
Reader: Tom Sabotta
Prayers: Tom Sabotta
Comm servers: Tom Sabotta/Sherri Evans
PowerPoint: .Darcie Tenley
Livestream: Skylar

*10:30am
Comm Prep: DJ/Donna Condry
Greeters: DJ/Donna Condry
Reader: Chrisman Family
Prayers: Chrisman Family
Comm Servers: DJ/Donna Condry
PowerPoint: Eli L..
Livestream: Dean L..

Tuesday, April 4

*1:30pm Scripture Study

*6:00 pm Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas
*7:00pm AA—LL CE Building

Wednesday, April 5
No WD4—No Service

Thursday, April 6 Maundy Thursday
*6:00 pm Evening Service

Friday, April 7 Good Friday
*6:00 pm Evening Service

Sunday, April 9 Easter Sunday
* 6:20 am Sunrise Service @ Rotary Lodge
* 6:00 pm Evening Service Sunday, March 26
* 8:00am Easter Service
Comm Prep: Jeff/ Kristi Fortune
Greeters: Darla Algoe
Reader/Prayers: Virginia Danielson
Comm servers: Jeff/Kristi Fortune
PowerPoint: Lois Ocenosak
Livestream: Skylar
*10:30am
Comm Prep: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
Greeters: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
Reader: Ralph Andresen
Prayers: Ralph Andresen
Comm servers: Ralph/Sandra Andresen
PowerPoint: Simon R.
Livestream: Sebastian G.
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https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mailing Address:

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
103 East Cedar Street

Anamosa, 1A 52205

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday, service at 6:00 p.m.

Sundays 8:00am Traditional
10:30 am Contemporary

All services will be at St. Paul. Watch for
opportunities between Sunday services

—
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR ST PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH ﬂ
April 2 Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast (see article page 1)
April 2 Deadline to order centennial shirts
April 5 Wednesday, No service
April 6 Maundy Thursday (service @ 6:00 pm)
April 7 Good Friday (service @ 6:00 pm)
April 9 Easter (Sunrise Service @ 6:30 am @ Rotary Lodge)
Brass Service @ 8:00 am and 10:30 am at church
April 19 H.S. Senior Recognition
L'— — 1J




