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St Paul Staff  Emails and Phone Numbers 
 

Pastor Rodney  
 blumlwa@gmail.com     (319) 389-6153 
Nancy Douglas, Treasurer  
 njldouglas@hotmail.com    (319) 551-3358 
Kaileen Weaver  
 cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  (951) 553-5728 
Lois Ocenosak  
 stpaulanamosa@gmail.com   (319) 721-9893 
 

Please call us if we can be of assistance. PLEASE 
leave a message if we cannot answer. We will return 
your call ASAP.  

April 3, 2022   5th Sunday of Lent 

Mailing/Offices: 103 E. Cedar Street, Anamosa IA 52205 Website: www.stpaulanamosa.com  Fax: (319) 462-4843 
 

The Pulse Deadline is noon on Monday for the upcoming Wednesday/Sunday Pulse.  

Lenten Outreach Project  
Afghan Resettlement Relief 

 
Lutheran Services in Iowa, LSI, is currently 
working to resettle 150 Afghan refugee 
families in the Sioux City area.  
 
Three ways you can help 
 

1. Donate items to help families make a 
home. Things needed now 
• Twin bed sheet sets for adults 
• King size blankets or quilts  
• vacuum cleaners or stick vacuums 
• Electric tea kettles  
• Large stockpots, large Dutch ovens, large 
fry pans 
• gift cards to Walmart, Target 
• Rolls of quarters for laundry and bus fare 
•  Large clear plastic storage bin with lid 
 
2. Write a simple note of encouragement 
are welcome. Note cards are located on 
the table in the back of the church. A 
basket is  provided for finished notes. 
 
3. A “Noisy Offering” will be taken at 
each service starting March 6th and 
concluding April 10th. All donations will go 
toward purchasing the needed items 
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Calling all kids who are coming to celebrate the Good News 
with us on Easter! We will have a Special Egg Hunt after the 
10:30 service. Come learn  what makes Easter so special and 
why our Hunt is different then others. After the Hunt turn in 
your eggs for a special bag of goodies.  

 

LWR Quilt Blessing: On March 30 and April 3rd at both services we will display 
and bless the quilts that were created for the Spring shipment. Thank you for the 
time and creativity invested in this project. God’s work our hands! 

Some of the hands that made this project possible! 
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We are looking for families who would Love to have their yard “egged”. We will 
have 1 dozen eggs (for each child) hidden around your yard and 1 empty egg to 
represent the Empty tomb. There is no cost to this but we ask if you feel the 
need to donate you do so to the general giving which will go back into the 
mission of our church. The youth will end the night with a glow in the dark egg 
hunt after dusk. Please email me (Kaileen Weaver) or call the office to sign-up 
to Be Egged.  If you know of a family that would benefit from this please have 
them reach out to me and I will add them to the list and make sure we have 
their address. We are wanting to stick to Jones County families. Please feel 
free to reach out if you have Any questions!  
Egging will take place after dusk on Saturday, April 16th. 
Kaileen Weaver– 951-553-5728   
cyfmstpaulanamosa@gmail.com  

Last year the youth along with pastor, a few parents and myself went around 
after dusk and “egged” members of St. Paul who had signed up along with a 
couple we surprised. We hid a dozen eggs and one empty egg to represent the 
empty tomb. It was a great time of fun and fellowship and after we ended the 
night at my house with a glow in the dark egg hunt for our youth.  Please email 
me (Kaileen Weaver) or call the office to sign-up your youth and let me know  if 
you would be willing to drive a group of young people to 2-3 houses. This activity 
is for our 7th-High School aged kids or any college students who would like to 
join us. The activity will start at 6:30pm at the Church with bags, ladder ball 
and pizza  before we go out egging. Please reach out if you have Any questions. 
If you know of a family that would benefit from this please have them reach out 
to me and I will add them to the list and make sure we have their address.   
 
Saturday, April 16th @ 6:30pm  
Meet at the Church in the C.E. building parking lot  
Pick-up at: Kaileen Weaver’s house– 104 Nasinus Rd. Anamosa @10pm 
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Please Pray for the Following 

(Why people want prayers isn’t important, the prayers are!) 
 

For healing and comfort for all in need 
especially, Jerry Stolte, Ed Allaire, Vicki 
Schuman, Nick Hartelt, for peace, for those 
affected by adverse weather and the refugees 
everywhere. 

To add a name call or email Lois at 462-4841/
stpaulanamosa@gmail.com. Names will be listed for 4 
weeks and may be renewed.    

 

Introduction: Our God makes all things new. In the 
first reading God promises it. In the gospel Mary 
anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume 
in preparation for the day of his burial. In the second 
reading Paul recalls his transformation from the 
persecutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new 
person (you!) rises daily from the deadly mire of 
trespasses and sins. 

ALY Update: St. Paul is finished packing 
up for ALY this month. Thank you to all the 
wonderful volunteers. Hope to see you 
again in the Fall.  
 
Kitchen needs to restock these items, 

please drop off a few items if you can. Your 
donation is appreciated: Ziplock bags— 
quart and gallon; Dawn dish soap; Bleach; 
Tin foil; Parchment paper; Salt; Pepper; 
White Vinegar; Soft scrub; Scrubbies; Clorox 
wipes; and Dish rags 
 

GriefShare is available upon request. 
Please contact Nancy Douglas if interested 
319-551-3358.  
 

AA meets in the lower level of the CE 
building on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  
 

Jones County Food Bank: To donate 
money, checks should be written to Jones 
County Community Food Bank and mailed 
to 105 Broadway Place, Anamosa IA 52205. 
Items needed this week: green beans, pork 
& beans, canned tomatoes Hamburger 
Helper and personal care items. Please 
place items in the back of the church for 
collection by St. Paul volunteers OR call 
the Food Bank to make your own delivery 
arraignments (462-4343) 
 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 9-2; Tuesday 
8:30-1:30; Wednesday 9-2; Thursday 9-2; 
Closed Friday 

Bread Bakers:  
April, Kaileen Weaver  
May, Pat Merritt 
 

Deliver Food to Food Bank:  
April, Barb Kleis 
May, Ralph & Sandra Andresen 

5th Sunday in Lent 
Once again, we are invited to face our shadow sides and make loving, 
life-giving choices. Surrender your stones! 
 
Reading I:  The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 43:16-21    the Message 

The people of Israel who had been living in exile in Babylon 
(modern Iraq) for 47 years had just witnessed the overthrow of the 
Babylonian leadership by Cyrus the Great of Persia. They were wide-
eyed, wondering what would happen to them next. The reasonable 
expectation was that they would be taken off to Persia (modern Iran) and 
indentured or enslaved there. It came as a stunning surprise when Cyrus 
told them they were free to return home and that his army would help 
them make the journey. After three generations, they had a foggy 
memory of the Jewish homeland, Jerusalem, and the Temple. They had 
been exposed to the gods of Babylon so repeatedly that the Jews had 
developed some dependency on them. Many felt only a weak 
relationship with Yahweh, so when Babylon was destroyed they 
wondered which ‘god’ would now protect them. They needed strong 
leadership to bring them back. 

Isaiah’s poetic response proclaimed today was what he offered to 
their weakened and confused spirits. He reminded his people that their 
loving God, Yahweh, had been with them and acting on their behalf all 
along. We can hear his voice inviting the people to recall the events of 
the Exodus (crossing the Reed Sea, the Pharaoh’s army swallowed up by 
the waters because of their disbelief in Yahweh) and remember the 
strength of God. Perhaps you can imagine his booming voice saying: 
Even as fantastic as that story of passing over from slavery into freedom 
was, God is now doing something even greater for us! We are being led 
from our bondage in Babylon to freedom in the Holy Land, and like the 
time when the people grumbled against God in the desert 600 years ago, 
God will provide life-giving water for our journey today. Yahweh sent 
Cyrus as the new Moses to liberate us. We have been prepared by God 
to return to the mountain called Jerusalem in order to be a light to the 
nations. They will see how our God has vindicated us because of the 
suffering we endured at the hands of our oppressors. God’s mercy is 
eternal; all God desires from us is grateful praise.  

 
Reading II:  St. Paul’s letter to the Christians in Philippi, Greece 
3:4b-14   the Message 

St. Paul is speaking to the beloved members of the Christian 
community in Philippi, Greece. They were being challenged by 
preachers (Judaizers) who were attempting to convince them to abandon 
their gatherings around Jesus’ disciples and return to Orthodox Judaism. 
The people came to Jesus through the preaching of Paul, and he feared 
they would lose the passionate, mystical faith they had absorbed from 
him. In this letter, Paul uses himself as an example of someone who 
daily chooses to follow Jesus because he has seen the incompleteness of 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Broadway+Place,+Anamosa+IA?entry=gmail&source=g
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Taped services are found on St. Paul 
website, St. Paul YouTube page or St. 
Paul Facebook page.  

Wednesday, March 30 

 5:00pm Worship Service 
   Greeter: Ed Gerst & Susie Koppenhaver 
   Reader & Prayers:  Virginia Danielson 
   PowerPoint: Darcey Tenley 
 5:15-6:30pm Lenten Meal 

 6:15pm Worship Service (with WD4) 
   Greeter: WD4 
   Reader & Prayers: WD4 
   PowerPoint: WD4 
 

Thursday, March 31 
6:00pm First Communion Retreat 
 

Saturday, April 2 

 9:00am First Communion Retreat 
 

Sunday, April 3 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Kristi Fortune 
  Greeter:  Tom Sabotta & Sheri Evans 
  Reader: Tom Sabotta 
  Prayers: Jane Ortgies 
  PowerPoint: Conor Fortune 
 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Lori Reynolds 
  Greeter: Sullivan family 
  Reader & Prayers: Shawna & Andrea Giegerich 
  PowerPoint: Lambertsen boys 
 

Tuesday, April 5 

 1:30pm Scripture study  
 Grief Support by request, call Nancy Douglas 
 7:00pm AA— LL CE building  
 

Wednesday, April 6 

 5:00pm Worship Service 
   Greeter: Marge Bohlken 
   Reader & Prayers:  Polly Chalstrom 
   PowerPoint: Darcie Tenley 
 5:15-6:30pm Lenten Meal 

 6:15pm Worship Service (with WD4) 
   Greeter: WD4 
   Reader & Prayers: WD4 
   PowerPoint: WD4 
 

Sunday, April 10  Passion Sunday 

 8:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Dee Ihlenfeldt 
  Greeter:  Chrisman family 
  Reader & Prayers: Chrisman Family 
  PowerPoint: Chrisman Family 
 10:30am Worship 
  Comm Prep: Barb Wilson 
  Greeter: Robertson Family 
  Reader & Prayers: Kristy Robertson 
  PowerPoint: Ruby Robertson 
 
 

his former life.  Before he met Christ in a dream on the road to 
Damascus, Syria, he had been empowered by the Jewish leadership to 
round up any people he considered to be in violation of the Law. This 
included the members of the sect called “The Way” (followers of 
Jesus’ teachings).  Paul lacked compassion and love for others even 
as he carried out the letter of the Law.  Paul’s blindness was made 
apparent to him literally and he realized that greed, power, and a 
judgmental attitude were rubbish and excrement (the more exact 
translation of the word recorded here as “loss.”) 

Paul speaks about the Christian life as a race. Not as a 
competition but rather as a metaphor for seeking a goal. Think about 
a time you have run quickly. If you try to focus on something as you 
pass it, you will slow or turn off the path towards it. If you try to look 
behind, you will stumble, divert, and slow due to the distraction. In 
order to run this race well, Paul reminds his readers that it is 
important to keep the goal in focus and in front of you. The race is a 
life with Christ, but the fullness and perfection of that life is yet to be 
realized. Paul does not clarify whether that goal is attainable on this 
side of death, but we believe it is (the Church’s teaching on saints is a 
reflection of this ongoing conversation). Sometimes, the only thing 
we have to keep us going is hope for perfect maturity and wholeness;  
foretastes of God’s Kingdom. 

 Gospel: John 12:1-8  The message 
Jesus has just called Lazarus forth from the tomb in the site of 

many grief-stricken mourners. Almost immediately, the religious 
leaders begin to discuss the elimination of Jesus and Lazarus, the man 
who is the instrument of divine power and the living evidence of that 
power. The officials in Jerusalem put out the word that if Jesus’ 
whereabouts are known, they are to be notified so they can arrest him. 
This is when Jesus retreats to a remote village. A short time later, 
Jesus and his apostles make their way to the house of Martha, Mary, 
and Lazarus in the town of Bethany, about a morning’s walk from the 
city of Jerusalem. He is received as an honored guest, and Lazarus is 
in their midst. It would seem reasonable that Mary, Lazarus’ sister 
would show this great sign of gratitude for returning her brother to 
the family, but we are not told exactly why she used this expensive 
spikenard from the roots of a plant found only in northern India to 
anoint Jesus’ feet instead of his head, as was the custom. The 
evangelist implies that the anointing was in preparation for Jesus’ 
impending death. Judas is accused of only seeing the value of the oil 
and the waste of it on Jesus’ body at this time. He expresses interest 
in serving the poor, one of the treasurer’s duties on behalf of the 
group. John put Judas squarely in contrast with the Mary, Jesus’ true 
disciple and friend, when he labels Judas a thief and deceiver; one 
distracted by his own ambitions to have Jesus raise up an army to 
overthrow the Romans. In this sense, Judas is consistent as a tragic 
character in that he lives in denial of Jesus’ death predictions and 
remains firmly rooted in his own desires to bring about a violent 
overthrow of the oppressors through Jesus. 

Just to be clear, though this is an anointing story, it is not the 
same in John as in three synoptic gospels. Mark has the unnamed 
woman anoint Jesus’ head; Luke has her wiping Jesus’ feet with her 
hair after her tears fall on them. Also set at a meal, Luke’s story 
seems to lift up the need for hospitality (and forgiveness) while 
Matthew, Mark, and John all see it as identifying Jesus as Christ (the 
anointed one) in his death. 
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Mailing Address:  
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
103 East Cedar Street 
Anamosa, IA 52205 
 

Return Service Requested 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

In-Person Worship Services 
 

Wednesdays at 5:00 & 6:15 p.m. * 
Traditional Sunday 8:30 a.m. 

Contemporary Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
 

Covid protocols are appreciated. 
 

Taped service is available on  
YouTube, Facebook and website.  

* Portrayals are at both Wednesday Services 

 

  

Creatively Connect 
 

Intentionally Grow 
 

Joyfully Serve 

Taking it home: 
 Is there someone in your life who challenges 

you or makes you feel uncomfortable with your own 
behavior? Have you acted unjustly towards that 
person? Check your motives. 

  How do you express gratitude to those who 
bring forth life in and around you? 

  What distracts or prevents you from being able 
to appreciate the "aromatic moment" when it is 
happening? 

  Discuss how you think the Pharisees and 
scribes felt after this encounter with Jesus. Name the 
accused woman’s emotions. Have you ever felt the 
same way? 

  When you struggle to face sin and do the right 
thing, do you look to others for support and to God in 
prayer? Or do you prefer to “handle it myself”? 

  How is your faith stronger today than when 
you first believed? Or are you still waiting to be able 
to say, “I believe!” 

  Recall a time you saw through someone’s 
dishonest motives and spoke the truth. 

  Who loves you most in this world, and how do 
you know? Spend more time in that presence. 

  Name the ways God is doing something new. 
Name the ways you are doing something new. 

 

Mindfulness (set aside three minutes. Breathe. 

Read slowly three times. Which words or ideas hold energy 

for you? What images emerge in you?)   

 

“Stop acting so small. You are the 

universe in ecstatic motion.”  ― Rumi was a 

13th-century Persian poet, jurist, Islamic 

scholar, theologian, and mystic whose 

influence transcends national borders and 

ethnic divisions. “What you seek is seeking 

you.”  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/875661.Rumi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mysticism

